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CHAP. LVIII. 

Origin and Numbers of the Firjl Crufade. — Cha- 
racters of the Latin Princes. — Their March 
to Conjiantinople. — Policy of the Greek Emperor 
Alexius. — Conquefl of Nice , Antioch , and Jeru- 
falem , by the Franks. — Deliverance of the Holy 
Sepulchre. — Godfrey of Bouillon , Firjl King of 
Jerufalem. — Injlitutions of the French or Latin 
Kingdom. 

A BOUT twenty years after the conqueft C ^vin P ' 
of Jerufalem by the Turks, the holy fepul- 
chre was vifited by an hermit of the name of crufade, 
Peter, a native of Amiens, in the province of Pi- 
cardy 1 in France. His refentment and fympathv 1099. 

1 3 V } Peter the 

were Hermit. 

* Whimfical enough is the origin of the name of Picards, and 
from thence of Picardic , which does not date earlier than A. D. 

Vat. XI. B 1300 . 
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2 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

chap, were excited by his own injuries and the opprefliori 
lviii. 0 p Qj r i(ii an name ; he mingled his tears with 
thofe of the patriarch, and earneftly enquired, if 
no hopes of relief could be entertained front the 
Greek emperors of the Eaft. The patriarch ex- 
pofed the vices and weaknefs of the fuccelfors of 
Conftantine. “ I will roufe,” exclaimed the 
hermit, “ the martial nations of Europe in your 
caufe and Europe was obedient to the call of 
' the hermit. The aftonilhed patriarch difmiffed 
him with epiftles of credit and complaint, and no 
fooner did he land at Bari, than Peter haftened 
to kifs the feet of the Roman pontiff. His ftature 
was fmall, his appearance contemptible ; but his 
eye was keen and lively ; and he poffeffed that 
vehemence of fpeech, which feldom fails to im- 
part the perfuafion of the foul*. He was born of 
a gentleman’s family (for we muff now adopt a 
modern idiom), and his military fervice was 
under the neighbouring counts of Boulogne, the 
heroes of the firft crufade. But he foon relin- 
quilhed the fword and the world ; and if it be 
♦rue, that his wife, however noble, was aged and 
ugly, he might withdraw, with the lefs reluttance, 
from her bed to a convent, and at length to an 

her- 

lioo. It was an academical joke; an epithet firft applied to the 
, tjuarrelfome humour of thofe ftudents, in the univerfity of 
Paris, who came from the frontier of France and Flanders (Va* 
lefii Notitia Galliarutn, p. 447. Longuerue, Defcription de la 
France, p. 54.). 

* William of Tyre ( 1 . i. c. 11. p. 637, 638.) thus deferibes 
the hermit : pulillus, perfona contemptibilis, vivacis ingenii, e£ 
occulum habens perfpicacem gratumque, et fponte fluens ei 
non deerat eloquium. See Albert Aquenlis, p. 1S5. Cuibert, 

9 . P,48j. 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 3 

hermitage. In this auftere folitude, his body chap. 
was emaciated, his fancy was inflamed; what- ■ - — t 
ever he wifhed, he believed ; whatever he be- 
lieved, he faw in dreams and revelations. From 
Jerufalem, the pilgrim returned an accornpli/hed 
fanatic ; but as he excelled in the popular mad- 
nefs of the times, pope Urban the fecond re- 
ceived him as a prophet, applauded his glorious 
defign, promifed to fupport it in a general 
cpuncil, and encouraged him to proclaim the 
deliverance of the Holy Land. Invigorated by 
the approbation of the pontiff, his zealous mif- 
fionary traverfed, with fpeed and fuccefs, the pro- 
vinces of Italy and France. His diet was abfte- 
mious, his prayers long and fervent, and the alms 
which he received with one hand, he diflributed 
with the other : his head was bare, his feet naked, 
his meagre body was w r rapt in a coarfe garment ; 
he bore and difplayed a weighty crucifix ; and 
the afs on which he rode, was fanctified in the 
public eye by the fervice of the man of God. 

He preached to innumerable crowds in the 
churches, the ftreets, and the highways : the 
hermit entered with equal confidence the palace 
and the cottage ; and the people, for all was 
..people, was impetuoufly moved by his call to 
repentance and arms. When he painted thefuffer- 
ings of the natives and pilgrims of Paleftine, every 
heart was melted to compafiion ; every bread; 
glowed with indignation, when he challenged the 
warriors of the age to defend their brethren and 

p. 48s. Anna Comnena in Alexiad, 1. x. p. »84» &c. with Du- 
catige’s notes, p. J49- 

B a refcue 
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i THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c H A P. refcue their Saviour : his ignorance of art and 
> ’ * language was compenfated by fighs, and tears, 

and ejaculations ; and Peter fupplied the defi- 
ciency of reafon by loud and frequent appeals to 
Chrift and his Mother, to the faints and angels of 
paradife, with whom he had perfonally converfed. 
The moft perfect orator of Athens might have 
envied the fuccefs of his eloquence: the ruftic 
enthufiafl infpired the paflions which he felt, 
and Chriftendom expefted with impatience the 
counfels and decrees of the fupreme pontilf. 

The magnanimous fpirit of Gregory the feventh 
had already embraced the defign of arming Eu- 
rope againft Alia ; the ardour of his zeal and am- 
bition ffcill breathes in his epiftles : from either 
fide of the Alps, fifty thoufand Catholics had en- 
lifted under the banner of St. Peter 3 ; and his 
fucceflor reveals his intention of marching at 
their head againft the impious fe&aries of Ma- 
homet. But the glory or reproach of executing, 
though not in perfon, this holy enterprife, was 
referved for Urban the fecond + , the moft faithful 
of his difciples. He undertook the conqueft of 
the Eaft, whilft the larger portion of Rome was 
poffefled and fortified by his rival Guibert of 
Ravenna, who contended with Urban for the 
iiame and hofiours of the pontificate. He at- 


Urban II. 
in the 
council of 
Placentia, 
A. D. 
* 095 . 
March. 


« 1 Ultra quinquaginta millia, (i me poflunt in expeditione pro 
d'.ieeet pontiiice habere, armata manu volunt in inimicos Dei 
infurgere fct ad fepulchrum Domini ipfo duceute pervenire (Gre- 
gor, vii. epift; ii; 3i. in tom. xii. p. 3iz. concil.). . ' : 

* See the original lives of Urban II. by Pandulphus Pifanus 
and Bernardus Guido, in Muratori, Rer. Ital. Script, tom. iik 
pars i. p. 3jz, 353. . 

- ; f. .. . tempted 
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5 

tempted to unite the powers of the Weft, at a c h A p- 
time when the princes were feparated from the " ■ 

church, and the people from their princes, by 
the excommunication which himfelf and his pre- 
decelfors had thundered againft the emperor and 
the king of France. Philip the firft, of France, 
fupported with patience the cenfures which he 
had provoked by his fcandalous life and adulter- 
ous marriage. Henry the fourth, of Germany, 
afferted the right of inveftitures, the prerogative of 
confirming his bifhops by the delivery of the ring 
and crofier. But the emperor’s party was crufhed 
in Italy by the arms of the Normans and the 
countefs Mathilda ; and the long quarrel had been 
recently envenomed by the revolt of his fon Con- 
rad and the fhame of his wife % who, in the 
fynods of Conftance and Placentia, confelfed the 
manifold proftitutions to which flie had been ex- 
pofed by an hufband regardlefs of her honour 
and his own 6 . So popular was the caufe of 

Urban, 

5 She is known by the different names of Praxes, Eupraicia, 

Eufrafia, and Adelais; and was the daughter of a Ruffian 
prince, and the widow of a margrave of Brandenburgh. Struv. 

Corpus Hift. Germanic*, p. 340. 

6 Henricus odio earn coepit habere : ideo incarceravit earn, et 
conceflitut plerique vim ei inferrent ; immo filium hortans ut earn 
fubagitaret (Dodechin, Continuat. Marian. Scot, apud Baron. 

A. D. 1093, N° 4.). In the fynod of Conftance, fhe is defcribed 
by Bertholdus, rerum infpedtor : qu® fe tantas et tarn inaudi* 
tas fornicationum fpurcitias, et a tantis paifam fuifle conqueftaeft, 

8cc. and again at Placentia: fatis mifericorditer fufeepit, eo quod 
ipfam tantas fpurcitias non tam commiffifle quam invitam pertu- 
liffe pro certo cognoverit papa cum fanfta fynodo. Apud Baron. 

A. D. 1093, N° 4. IC94, N° 3. A rare fubjeit for the infallible 
decifion of a pope and council. Thefe abominations are repug- 
nant to every principle of human nature, which is not altered bjf 

B | a dif- 


Digitized by Google 



6' THE DECLINE AND FALL 

C Lviir P * ^ Tr ^ an ’ weI g ht Y was his influence, that the 
'j council which he fummoned at Placentia 7 was 
compofed of two hundred bilhops of Italy, France, 
Burgundy, Swabia, and Bavaria. Four thou- 
fand of the clergy, and thirty thoufand of the 
laity, attended this important meeting; and as 
the moll fpacious cathedral would have been in- 
adequate to the multitude, the feflion of feven 
days was held in a plain adjacent to the city. 
The ambaffadors of the Greek emperor, Alexius 
Gomnenus, were introduced to plead the diftrefs 
of their fovereign and the danger of Conftanti- 
nople, which was divided only by a narrow fea 
from the viftorious Turks, the common enemies 
of the Chriftian name. In their fuppliant addrefs 
they flattered the pride of the Latin princes ; and, 
appealing at once to their policy and religion, ex- 
horted them to repel the Barbarians on the con- 
fines of Afia> rather than to expe£t them in the 
heart of Europe. At the fad tale of the mifery 
and perils of their Eaftern brethren the aflembly 
. burft into tears: the mofl: eager champions de- 
clared their readinefs to march ; and the Greek 
ambafladors were difmifled with the affurance of 
a fpeedy and powerful fuccour. The relief of 
Conftantinople was included in the larger and 
' moll diltant project of the deliverance of Jeru- 

falem; but the prudent Urban adjourned the 

* . ' * 

a difpute about rings and crofiers. Yet it (hould feem, that the 
wretched woman was tempted by the priefts to relate or fub- 
Jcribe fome infamous ftories of herfelf and her hufband. 

7 See the narrative and afts of the fynod of Placentia, Concil. 
tom. xii. p. Si i, &c. 

/ 

final 


Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 7 

final decifion to a fecond fynod, which he pro- c I t [ ^ 1 P ' 
pofed to celebrate in fome city of France in the ^ \ f 
autumn of the fame year. The Ihort delay would 
propagate the flame of enthufiafm ; and his firmeft 
hope was in a nation of foldiers ®, ftill proud of 
the pre-eminence of their name, and ambitious to 
emulate their hero Charlemagne % who, in the 
popular romance of Turpin 10 , had atchieved the 
conqueft of the Holy Land. A latent motive of 
affedtion or vanity might influence the choice of 
Urban : he was himfelf a native of France, a 
monk of Clugny, and the firft of his countrymen 
who afcended the throne of St. Peter. The pope 
had illuftrated his family and province; nor is 
there perhaps a more exquifite gratification than 
to revifit, in a confpicuous dignity, the humble 
and laborious fcenes of our youth. . 


®. Guibert himfelf, a Frenchman, praifes the piety and valour 
of the French nation, the author and example of the crufades : 
Gens nobilis, prudens, bellicofa, dapfilis et nitida . . . Quo* 
enim Britones, Anglos, Ligures, ft bonis eos moribus videamus, 
non illico Francos homines appellemus ? (p. 478.) lie owns, how- 
ever, that the vivacity of the French degenerates into petulance 
among foreigners (p. 483.). and vain loquacioufnefs (p. 501.). 

9 Per viam quam jamdudum Carolus Magnus mirificus rex 
Francorum aptari fecit ufque C. P. (Gefta Francorum, p. j. 
Robert. Monach. Hill. Hierof. 1 . i. p. 33, &c.). 

10 John Tilpinus, or Turpinus, was archbilhop of Rheims, 
A. D. 773. After the year loop, this rolnance was compofed in 
his name, by a monk of the borders of France and Spain.- and 
fuch was the idea of ecclefiaftical merit, that he deferibes himfelf 
as a fighting and drinking priefl 1 Yet the book of lies was pro- 
nounced authentic by pope Calixtus II. CA. D. naa), and is re- 
fpeftfully quoted by the abbot Suger, in the great Chronicles of 
St. Denys (Fabric. Bibliot. Latin, medii Aivi, edit. bJiUtfi, tom. 
iv. p. 161.). 

B 4 J * .• It 
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A. D. 
1095, 

Novem- 

ber. 


C Lvm P * ^ W occa ^ on fome furprife that the Roman 
4 _■ pontiff fhould erett, in the heart of France, the 

Clermont^ tr ^ una ^ fr° m whence he hurled his anathemas 
againft the king. But our furprife will vanilh fo 
foon as we form a juft eftimate of a king of 
France of the eleventh century Philip the firft 
was the great-grandfon of Hugh Capet the 
founder of the prefent race, who, in the decline 
of Charlemagne’s pofterity, added the regal title 
to his patrimonial eftates of Paris and Orleans. 
In this narrow compafs, he was poffeffed of wealth 
and jurifdicHon ; but in the reft of France, Hugh 
and his firft defcendants were no more than the 
feudal lords of about fixty dukes and counts, of 
independent and hereditary power *% who dif- 
dained the control of laws and legal affemblies, 
and whofe difregard of their' fovereign was re- 
venged by the difobedience of their inferior vaffals. 
At Clermont, in the territories of the count of 
Auvergne **, the pope might brave with impunity 
the refentment of Philip j and the council which 
he convened in that city was not lefs numerous 




** See Etat de la France, by the Count de Boulainvilliers, tom. I. 
p. 1 8c — 182. and the fecond volume of the Obfervations fur 
l’Hiftoire de France, by the Abbe de Mably. 

11 In the provinces to the fouth of the Loire, the firft Capetiant 
Were fcarcely allowed a feudal fupremacy. On all Tides, Nor- 
Inanity, Bretagne, Aquitain, Burgundy, Lorraine, and Flan- 
ders, contracted the name and limits of the proper France. See 
Hadrian Valef, Notitia Galliarum. 

Thefe counts, a younger branch of the dukes of Aquitain, 
were at length defpoiled of the greateft part of their country by 
Philip Auguftus. The bifhops of Clermont gradually became 
princes of the city. Melanges, tires d une grande Bibliotheque. 
M In - xxrvi. p. 288, &c. 

O t 
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or refpeCtable than the fynod of Placentia'*. 
Befides his court and council of Roman cardi- 
nals, he was fupported by thirteen archbifhops 
and two hundred and twenty-five bifhops j the 
number of mitred prelates was computed at four 
hundred ; and the fathers of the church were 
^bleifed by the faints, and enlightened by the 
doctors of the age. From the adjacent kingdoms, 
a martial train of lords and kfiights of power and 
renown, attended the council * 5 , in high expeCta- 
tion of its refolves ; and fuch was the ardour of 
zeal and curiofity, that the city was filled, and 
many thoufands, in the month of November, 
ereCted their tents or huts in the open field. A 
feffion of eight days produced fome ufeful or edi- 
fying canons for the reformation of manners ; a 
fevere cenfure was pronounced againft the licence 
of, private war ; the truce of God 16 was con- 
firmed, a fufpenfion of hoftilities during four day* 
of ’ the week ; women and priefts were placed 
Under the fafeguard of the church ; and a pro- 
tection of three years was extended to hufband- 
tnen and merchants, the defencelefs victims of 
military rapine. But a law, however venerable 

*4 See the ails of the council of Clermont, Concil. tom. xii. 
p. 829, &c. 

'J Confluxerunt ad concilium e multis regionibus, viri potentes 
et honorati, innumcri quamvis cingulo laicalis militia; fuperbi 
(Baldric, an eye witnefs, p. 86 — 88. Robert. Mon. p. 31, 3*. 
Will. Tyr. i. 14, 15. p. 639— 641. Guibert, p. 478 — 480. Ful- 
cher. Carnot, p. 384.). 

* 6 The Truce of God (Treva, or Treuga Dei) was firft in- 
vented in Aquitain, A. D. 1034 ; blamed by fome bifhops as an 
cccafion of perjury, and rej cited by the Normans as contrary 
to their privileges (Ducange, Glofl". Latin, tom. vL p. 682—685.). 

“ ■ be 
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be the fanctian, cannot fuddenly transform the 
temper of the times ; and the benevolent efforts 
of Urban deferve the lefs praife, fince he laboured 
to appeafe fome domeltic quarrels that he might 
fpread the flames of war from the Atlantic to the 
Euphrates. From the fynod of Placentia, the 
rumour of his great defign had gone forth among 
the nations : the clergy on their return had 
preached in every diocefe the merit and glory of 
the deliverance of the Holy Land ; and when the 
pope afcended a lofty fcaffold in the market-place 
of Clermont, his eloquence was addreffed to a 
well prepared and impatient audience. His topics 
were obvious, his exhortation was vehement, his 
fuccefs inevitable. The orator was interrupted 
by the lhout of thoufands, who with one voice, 
and in their ruflic idiom, exclaimed aloud, “ God 
“ wills it, God wills it ,T .” “ It is indeed the 
“ will of God,” replied the pope ; “ and let this 
“ memorable word, the infpiration furely of the 
“ Holy Spirit, be for ever adopted as your cry 
“ of battle, to animate the devotion and cou? 
u rage of the champions of Chrift. His crofs is 
“ the fymbol of your falvation ; wear it, a red* 
“ a bloody crofs, as an external mark on your 

>7 Deus wit, Deus vultj was the pure acclamation of the 
clergy who underftood Latin (Robert. Mon. 1 . i. p. 34.). By the 
illiterate laity, who fpoke the Provincial or Limoufin idiom, it 
w^s corrupted to Deus lo volt, or Diex el volt. See Chron. Cafi- 
nenfe, 1 . iv. c. 11. p. 497. in Muratori, Script. Rerum Ital. 
tom. iv. and Ducange (Differtat. xi. p. *07. fur Joinville, and 
GloJT. Latin, tom. ii. p. 690.), who, in his preface, produces 
a very difficult fpecimcn of the dialeft of Rovergue, A. D. no©; 
very near, both in time and place, to the council of Clermont 
(P- !*•)• 

. . “ brealk 


Digitized by Googli 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


ii 


breafls or fhoulders, as a pledge of yourfacred 
<( and irrevocable engagement.” The propofal ■ v — _ r 
was joyfully accepted j great numbers both of the 
clergy and laity imprefled on their garments the 
fign of the crofs *% and folicited the pope to 
march at their head. This dangerous honour 
was declined by the more prudent fucceffor of 
Gregory, who alleged the fchifm of the church, 
and the duties of his paitoral office, recommend- 
ing to the faithful, who were difqualified by fex 
or profeffion, by age or infirmity, to aid, with 
their prayers and alms, the perlonal fervice of 
their robuft brethren. The name and powers of 
his legate he devolved on Adhemar biffiop of Puy, 
the firft who had received the crofs at his hands. 

The foremoft of the temporal chiefs was Ray- 
mond count of Thouloufe, whofe ambaffadors in 
the council excufed the abfence, and pledged the 
honour, of their mailer. After the confeffion 
and abfolution of their fins, the champions of the 
crofs were difmiffed with a fuperfluous admonition 
to invite their countrymen and friends ; and their 
departure for the Holy Land was fixed to the 
feflival of the Aifumption, the fifteenth of Au- 
guft, of the enfuing year ' 9 . 

So 

18 Molt commonly on their fhoulders, in gold, or filk, or 
cloth, fewed on their garments. In the firft crufade, all were 
red : in the third, the French alone preferved that colour, while 
green erodes were adopted by the Flemings, and white by the 
Engliih (Ducange, tom. ii. p.651.). Yet in England, the red 
ever appears the favourite, and, as it were, the national, colour 
of our military enfigns and uniforms. 

’9 Bongarfius, who has publithed the original writers of the 
crufades, adopts, with much complacency, the fanatic title of , 
Guibertus, Gefta Dei per Francos; though fome critics pro- 

pofc 
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Lvm. 


Juftice of 

the cru- 
lades ! 


So familiar, and as it were fo natural to many 
is the practice of violence, that our indulgence 
allows the flighted provocation, the mod dis- 
putable right, as a fufEcient ground of national 
hoflility. But the name and nature of an holf 
•war demands a more rigorous fcrutiny ; nor can 
we hadily believe, that the fervants of the Prince 
of peace would unflieathe the fword of dedruction, 
unlefs the motive were pure, the quarrel legiti- 
mate, and the necelfity inevitable. The policy 
of an adion may be determined from the tardy 
leffons of experience ; but, before we ad, our 
confidence fhould be fatisfied of the juflice and 
propriety of our enterprife. In the age of the 
crufadqs, the Chridians, both of the Ead and 
Wed, were perfuaded of their lawfulnefs and 
merit ; their arguments are clouded by the per- 
petual abufe of 1'cripture and rhetoric ; but they 
feem to infid on the right of natural and religious. 


pofe to read Gefta Diaboll per Francos (Hanoviie, i6u, two 
vote, in folio). I fliall briefly enumerate, as they (land in this 
colle&ion, the authors whom I have ufed for the firft crufadc. 
I. Gefta Francorum. II. Robcrtus Monachus. III. Baldricus. 
IV. Raimundus de Agiles. V. Albertus Aquenfis. VI. Fnb> 
cherius Carnotenfis. VII. Guibertus. VIII. Willielmus Ty— 
rienfis. Muratori has given us, IX. Radulphus Cadomenfis d$ 
Geflis Taneredi (Script. Rer. Ital. tom. v. p. 285— 333), and, 
X. Bemardus Thefaurarius de Acquifitione Terra: Sandla; (tom. 
vii. p. 664 — 848.). The laft of thefe was unknown to a late 
French hiftorian, who has given a large and critical lift of the 
writers of the crufades (Efprit des Croifades, tom. i. p. 13— 141.), 
and moft of whofe judgments my own experience will allow me 
to ratify. It was late before I could obtain a fight of the French 
hiftorians collected by Duchefne. I. Petri Tudebodi Sacerdotis 
Sivracenfis Hiftoria de Hierofolymitano Itinere (tom. iv. p. 773— 
815.), has been transfufed into the firft anonymous writer of 
Bongarfius. II. The Metrical Hiftory of the firft Crufade, in vii 
books (p. 89c — 912.), is of fraall value or account. 

defenca, 
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defence, their peculiar title to the Holy Land, P. 

and the impiety of their Pagan and Mahometan i — , t 

foes 10 . I. The right of a juft defence may fairly 
include our civil and fpiritual allies : it depends 
on the exiftence of danger ; and that danger mult 
be eftimated by the two-fold confideration of the 
malice, and the power, of our enemies. A per* 
nicious tenet has been imputed to the Mahome* 
tans, the duty of extirpating all other religions by 
the fword. This charge of ignorance and bigotry 
is refuted by the Koran, by the hiftory of the 
Mufulman conquerors, and by their public and 
legal toleration of the Chriftian worfhip. But it 
cannot be denied, that the Oriental churches are i 

depreffed under their iron yoke ; that, in peace 
and war, they affert a divine and indefeafible 
claim of univerfal empire ; and that, in their or* 
thodox creed, the unbelieving nations are con* 
tinually threatened with the lofs of religion or 
liberty. In the eleventh century, the victorious 
arms of the Turks prefented a real and urgent 
apprehenfion of thefe Ioffes. . They had fubdued 
in lefs than thirty years the kingdoms of Afia, as 
far as Jerufalem and the Hellefpont ; and the 
Creek empire tottered on the verge of deftrudtion. 

Befides an honeft fympathy for their brethren, 
the Latins had a right and intereft in the fupport 
of Conftantinople, the molt important barrier of 
the Weft ; and the privilege of defence muft reach 


“ If the reader will turn to the firft feene of the fir! part of 
flenry the Fourth, he will fee in the text of Shakfpeare the natu- 
ral feelings of enthufiafm ; and in the notes of Dr. Johnfon, the 
workings of a bigotted though vigorous mind, greedy of every 
pretence to hate and perfecute thofe who diflent from his creed. 
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C lvhi P ‘ to P revent » as we ^ as to repel, an impending 
t aflault. But this falutary purpofe might have 

been accomplifhed by a moderate fuccour ; and 
our calmer reafon muft difclaim the innumerable 
hofts and remote operations, which overwhelmed 
Afia and depopulated Europe. II. Paleftine could 
add nothing to the ftrength or fafety of the La- 
tins ; and fanaticifm alone could pretend to juftify 
the conqueft of that diftant and narrow province. 
The Chriftians affirmed that their inalienable title 
to the promifed land had been fealed by the blood 
of their divine Saviour : it was their right and 
. -duty to refeue their inheritance from the unjuft 
poffeffors, who profaned his fepulchre, and op- 
preffed the pilgrimage of his difdples. Vainly 
would it be alleged that the pre-eminence of Jeru- 
falem, and the fan&ity of Paleftine, have been 
abolifhed with the Mofaic law ; that the God of 
the Chriftians is not a local deity, and that the reco- 
very of Bethlem or Calvary, his cradle or his 
tomb, will not atone for the violation of the 
moral precepts of the gofpel. Such arguments 
glance afide from the leaden fhield of fuperftition ; 
and the religious mind will not eafdy relinquifh 
its hold on the facred ground of myftery and mi- 
racle. III. But the holy wars which have been 
waged in every climate of the globe, from Egypt 
to Livonia, and from Peru to Hindoftan,^ require 
the fupport of fome more general and flexible 
tenet. It has been often fuppofed, and fometimes 
affirmed, that a difference of religion is a worthy 
. caufe of hoftility ; that obftinate unbelievers may 
be llain or fubdued by the champions of the crofs ; 

and 
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and that grace is the foie fountain of dominion as 
well as of mercy. Above four hundred years be- 
fore the firft crufade, the eaftem and weftern pro- 
vinces of the Roman empire had been acquired 
about the fame time, and in the fame manner, by 
the Barbarians of Germany and Arabia. Time 
and treaties had legitimated the conquefts of the 
Chrijlian Franks ; but in the eyes of their fubje&s 
and neighbours, the Mahometan princes were ftill 
tyrants and ufurpers, who, by the arms of war 
or rebellion, might be lawfully driven from their 
unlawful poffeflion **. 

As the manners of the Chriftians were relaxed, 
their difcipline of penance “ was enforced ; and 
with the multiplication of fins, the remedies were 
multiplied. In the primitive church, a volun- 
tary and open confeflion prepared the work of 
atonement. In the middle ages, the bifhops and 
priefts interrogated the criminal ; compelled him 
to account for his thoughts, words, and aftions ; 
and prefcribed the terms of his reconciliation 
with God. But as this difcretionary power 
might alternately be abufed by indulgence and 
tyranny, a rule of difcipline was framed, to 
inform and regulate the fpiritual judges. This 

« The vi th Difcourfe of Fleury on Eccleliaftical Hiftory (p, 
a*3 — 161.) contains an accurate and rational view of the caufc* 
and effects of the crufades. 

• “ The penance, indulgences. See. of the middle ages are am- 
ply difculTed by Muratori (Antiquitat. Italise medii ^Evi, tom. r. 
diflert. lxviii. p. 709 — 768.), and by M. Chais (Lettres fur lc* 
Jubilts et les Indulgences, tom. ii. lettres si & aa. p. 478— 
356,), with this difference, that the abufes of fuperfiition are 
mildly, perhaps faintly, cxpoled by the learned Italian, and peev- 
ifldy magnified by the Dutch miniftcr. 

mode 
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chap, mode of legiflation was invented by the Greeks } 
their penitentials * 3 were tranflated, or imitated* 
in the Latin church ; and, in the time of Char- 
ieniagne, the dergy of every diocefe were pro- 
vided with a code, which they prudently con- 
cealed from the knowledge of the vulgar. In 
this dangerous eftimate of crimes and punilh- 
ments, each cafe was fuppofed, each difference 
was remarked, by the experience or penetration 
of the monks ; fome fins are enumerated which 
innocence could not have fufpected, and others 
which reafon cannot believe y and the more ordi- 
nary offences of fornication and adultery, of per- 
jury and facrilege,. of rapine and murder, were 
expiated by a penance, which, according to the 
various circumftances, was prolonged from forty 
days to feven years. During this term of mor- 
tification, the patient was healed, the criminal 
was abfolved, by a falutary regimen of falls and 
prayers : the diforder of his drefs was expreffive 
of grief and remorfe ; and he humbly abftained 
from all the bufmefs and pleafure of focial life. 
But the rigid execution of thefe laws would have 
depopulated the palace, the camp, and the city.: 
the Barbarians of the Well believed and trem- 
bled ; but nature often rebelled againlt principle* 
^nd the magillrate laboured without effect to en- 
force the jurifdi&ion of the prielt. A literal 
accomplilhment of penance was indeed impra£ti- 

V 

M Schmidt (Iliftoire des Alleminds, tom. ii. p. *11 — 120. 
452 — 462.) gives an abflraft of the Penitential of Rhegino in the 
ninth, and of Burchard in the tenth, century. In one year, five- 
and-thirty murders were perpetrated at Worms. 

*• . • ' 4 cable} 
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cable ; the guilt of adultery was multiplied by c I ^ r ^ r p * 
daily repetition ; that of homicide might involve ■ - — 1 

the maffacre of a whole people ; each aft was 
feparately numbered ; and, in thofe times of 
anarchy and vice, a modelt finner might eafily 
incur a debt of three hundred years. His infol- 
vency was relieved by a commutation, or indul- 
gence : a year of penance was appreciated at 
twenty-fix folidi * + of filver, about four pounds 
fterling, for the rich ; at three folidi, or nine 
Ihillings, for the indigent : and thefe alms were 
foon appropriated to the ufe of the church, which 
derived, from the redemption of fins, an inex- 
haultible fource of opulence and dominion. A 
debt of three hundred years, or twelve hundred 
pounds, was enough to impoverilh a plentiful 
fortune ; the fcarcity of gold and filver was fup- 
plied by the alienation of land j and the princely 
donations of Pepin and Charlemagne are exprefsly 
given for the remedy of their foul. It is a maxim 
of the civil law, that whofoever cannot pay with 
his purfe, mull pay with his body ; and the prac- 
tice of flagellation was adopted by the monks, a 
cheap, though painful, equivalent. By a fan- 
taftic arithmetic, a year of penance was taxed at 
three thoufand lalhes 45 ; and fuch was the Ikill 
and patience of a famous hermit, St. Dominic of 

*+ Till the xiUS century, we may fupport the clear account 
of xii denarii, or pence, to the folidus, or {hilling ; and xx folidi 
to the pound weight of filver, about the pound Uerling. Our 
money is diminifhed to a third, and the French to a fiftieth, of 
this primitive ftandard. 

** Each century of lalhes was fan&ified with the recital of a 
pfalm ; and the whole Pi'alter, with the accompaniment of >i,ooo 
ftripes, was equivalent to five years. 

Voi.. XJ. • C the > 
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C LViir P ’ l ^ e * ron Cuirafs* 8 , that in fix days he could 
. ~ r — f difcharge an entire century, by a whipping of 
three hundred thoufand ftripes. His example was 
followed by many penitents of both Texes ; and, 
as a vicarious facrifice was accepted, a fturdy dif- 
ciplinarian might expiate on his own back the fins 
of his benefactors 17 . Thefe compenfations of the 
purfe and the perfon introduced, in the eleventh 
century, a mere honourable' mode of fatisfadlion. 
The merit of military fervice againft the Saracens 
of Africa and Spain, had been allowed by the 
predccefiors of Urban the fecond. In the council 
of Clermont, that pope proclaimed a plenary in - 
efulgepce to thofe who fhould cnlilt under the ban- 
ner of the crofs ; the abfolution of all their fins, 
and a full receipt for all that might be due of 
canonical penance 1S . The cold philofophy of 
modern times is incapable of feeling the impref- 
fion that was made on a finful and fanatic world. 
At the voice of their pallor, the robber, the in- 
cendiary, the homicide, arofe by thoufands to 

16 The T.ife and Achievements of St. Dominic I.orkatus, was, 
t'ompofed by bis friend and admirer, Peter Damianus. See 
Henry, Ilift. LcClef. tom. xiii. p. 96 — 104. Baronius, A. D. 
1056, N° 7. who obferves from Damianus, liow failiionable, 
even among Indies of quality (fublimis generis), this expiation 
(purgatorii genus) was grown. • 

- *7 At a quarter, or even half a rial a l ilh, Snncho Panza was 
a cheaper, and polfibly npt a more di.lionelt, workman. I re- 
jfieir.ber in Pere Labat (Voyages en Italic, tom. vii. p. 16—29.) 
a very lively piflure of the dexterity of one of thefe artifts. 

11 Qnicunque pro fold devotione, non pro honoris vel pecu- 
nix adeplione, ad liberandam ccelefiam Dei Jerufalem profedlus 
, fuerit, iter illud p* o omni paenitentia reputetur. Canon. Concil. 
Claromont. ii. p. S 29. Guibert (ivies it npvum falutis genus 
(p. 47:.), and is a'unofc philoiophical on the fubjett. 

redeem 
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redeem their fouls, by repeating on the infidels 
tile fame deeds which they had exercifed againft 
their Chriftian brethren ; and the terms of atone- 
ment were eagerly embraced by offenders of every 
rank and denomination. None were pure ; none 
were exempt from the guilt and penalty of fin ; and 
thofe who were the leaft amenable to the juftice 
of God and the church, were the belt entitled to 
the temporal and eternal recompence of their pious 
courage. If they fell, ‘the fpirit of the Latin 
clergy did not hefitate to adorn their tomb with 
the crown of martyrdom 19 ; and fliould they fur- 
vive, they could expert without impatience the 
delay and encreafe of their heavenly reward. They 
offered their blood to the Son of God, who had 
laid down his life for their falvation : they took 
up the crofs, and entered with confidence into 
the way of the Lord. His providence would 
watch over their fafety ; perhaps his vifible and 
miraculous power would fmooth the difficulties of 
their holy enterprife. The cloud and pillar of 
Jehovah had marched before the Ifraelites into 
the promifed land. Might not the Chriftians 
more reafonably hope that the rivers would open 
for their paffage ; that the walls of the ftrongeft 
cities would fall at the found of their trumpets ; 
and that the fun would be arrefted in his mid- 
career, to allow them time for the deflrucfion of 
the infidels ? 

*9 Such at leaft was the belief of the crufaders, and fuch is th# 
uniform Ryle of the hiftorians (Efprit des Croifades, tom. iii. 
p. 477.) j but the prayers for the repofe of their fouls, is incon- 
tinent in orthodox theology with the merits of martyrdom. 

- C 2 Of 
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c ** A P- Of the chiefs and foldiers who marched to the 

LYlXJu 

j 4 j holy fepulchre, I will dare to affirm, that all 

smTcamal ' Vere prompted by the fpirit of enthufiafm ; the 
motives, belief of merit, the hope of reward, and the af- 
furance of divine aid. But I am equally per- 
fuaded, that in many it was not the foie, that in 
fome it was not the leading, principle of a&ion. 
The ufe and abufe of religion are feeble to Item, 
they are ftrong and irrefiitible to impel, the 
ftream of national manners. Againft the private 
wars of the Barbarians, their bloody tournaments, 
licentious loves, ' and judicial duels, the popes 
and fynods might ineffectually thunder. It is a 
more eafy talk to provoke the metaphyfical dif- 
putes of the Greeks, to drive into the cloifter 
the victims of anarchy or defpotifm, to fanCtify 
the patience of Haves and cowards, or to affume 
the merit of the humanity and benevolence of 
modern Chriltians. War and exercife were 
the reigning paffions of the Franks or Latins ; 
they were enjoined, as a penance, to gratify 
thofe paffions, to vifit diftant lands, and to draw 
their fwords againft the nations of the Eaft. 
Their victory, or even their attempt, would im- 
mortalife the names of the intrepid heroes of the 
crofs ; and the pureft piety could not be infen- 
fible to the mod fplendid profpeCt of military 
glory. In the petty quarrels of Europe, they 
filed the 'blood of their friends and countrymen, 
for the acquifition perhaps of a caftle or a village. 
They could march with alacrity againft the dif- 
tant and hoftile nations who were devoted to 
their arms : their fancy already grafped the golden 
4 feeptres 
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fceptres of Afia ; and the conqueft of Apulia and c ^y,^ { P ‘ 
Sicily by the Normans might exalt to royalty the » — t — 
hopes of the moft private adventurer. Chriften- 
dom, in her rudefl ftate, niuft have yielded to the 
climate and cultivation of the Mahometan coun- 
tries ; and their natural and artificial wealth had 
been magnified by the tales of pilgrims, and the 
gifts of an imperfett commerce. The vulgar, 
both the great and fmall, were taught to believe 
every -wonder, of lands flowing with milk and 
honey, of mines and treafures, of gold and dia- 
monds, of palaces of marble and jafper, and of 
odoriferous groves of cinnamon and frankincenfe. 

In this earthly paradife, each warrior depended 
on his fword to carve a plenteous and honourable 
eflablilhment, which he meafured only by the 
extent of his wilhes 3 °. Their vaflals and foldiers 
trufted their fortunes to God and their mafter : 
the fpoils of a Turkilh emir might enrich the 
meaneft follower of the camp ; and the flavour of 
the wines, the beauty of the Grecian women 3 ‘, 
were temptations more adapted to the nature, 
than to the profefiion, of the champions of the 
crofs. The love of freedom was a powerful incite- 

The fame hope? were difplayed in the letters of the adven- 
tprerg ad animandos qui in Francia refklerant. Hugh de Rei- 
tefte could boa ft, that his fhare amounted to one abbey and ten 
■ca files, of the yearly value of 1500 marks, and that he fhould 
acquire an hundred caftles by the conqueft of Aleppo (Guibert, 

P- 5 J 4 > SSS-)- 

3 * In his genuine or fictitious letter to the count of Flanders, 

Alexius mingles with the danger of the church, and the relic* 
of faints, the auri et argenti amor, and pulcherrimarum fee- 
minarum voluptas (p. 476.) ; as if, fays the indignant Guibert, 
the Greek women were handfomer than tliofe of France, 

C 3 merit 
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C Lvin ? ment to t ^ ie multitudes who were opprefled by 
i — 1 _ ' feudal or ecclefiafiical tyranny. Under this holy 
fign the peafants and burghers, who were attached 
to the fervitude of the glebe, might efcape from 
an haughty ford, and tranfplant themfelves and 
their families to a land of liberty. The monk 
might releafe himfclf from the difcipline of his 
convent : the debtor might fufpend the accumu- 
lation of ufury, and the purfuit of his creditors ; 
and outlaws and malefactors of every caft might 
continue to brave the law's and elude the punifh- 
ment of their crimes 3 \ 

Influence Thefe motive? were potent and numerous ; 
pl e? a ‘ n when we have fingly computed their weight on 
the mind of each individual, w r e muff add the in- 
finite feries, the multiplying powers of example 
and fafhion. The firfl profelytes became the warm- 
eft and mofl effectual miffionaries of the crofs : 
among their friends and countrymen they preached 
the duty, the merit, and the recompence, of their 
holy vow ; and the mofl reludfant hearers were 
infenfibly drawn within the whirlpool of perfua- 
fion and authority. The martial youths w r ere fired 
by the reproach or fufpicion of cowardice ; the 
opportunity of vifiting with an army the fepulchre 
of Chrift, was embraced by the old and infirm, 
by women and children, w'ho confulted rather 
their zeal than their flrength ; and thofe who in 
the evening had derided the folly of their compa- 
nions, were the mofl eager, the enfuing day, to 

V- See the privileges of the CruceJSgniti, freedom from debt, 
ufury, injury, fecular juftice, See. The pope was their perpetual 
guardian (Dueange, tom. ii. p. 651, 65a.). 

tread 
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tread in their footfleps. The ignorance, which C I ! yj / ^ 1 P- 

magnified the hopes, diminifhed the perils, of t , — » 

the enterprife. Since the Turkilh conqueft, the 
paths of pilgrimage -were obliterated ; the chiefs 
themfelves had an imperfect notion of the 
length of the way and the ftate of their ene- 
mies ; and fuch was the ftupidity of the peo- 
ple, that, at the fight of the firft city or caftle 
beyond the limits of their knowledge, they were 
ready to alk whether that was not the Jerufalem, 
the term and objett of their labours. Yet the 
more prudent of the crufaders, who were not 
fure that they ihould be fed from heaven with, a 
fhower of quails or manna, provided themfelves 
with thofe precious metals, which, in every coun- 
try, are the reprefentatives of every commodity. 

To defray, according to their rank, the expences 
of the road, princes alienated their provinces, 
nobles their lands and caflles, peafants their 
cattle and the inftruments of hufbandry. The 
value of property w r as depreciated by the eager 
competition of multitudes ; while the price of arms- 
and horfes was 'raifed to an exorbitant height 
by the wants and impatience of the buyers 3i . 

Thofe who remained at home, with fenfe and- 
money, were enriched by the epidemical difeafe ; 
the fovereigns acquired at a cheap rate the do- 
mains of their vallals ; and the ecclefialtical pur- 

3 ) Guibcrt (p. 481.) paints in lively colours this general emo- 
tion. He was one of the few contemporaries who' had genius 
enough to feel the aftonilhing feenes that were paffing before . 

their eyes. Elat itaque videre miraculum caro omnes emere, 
atque vili vendere, &c. 

C 4 ' chafers 
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C Lvfii’' c ^ ia ^" ers completed the payment by the affurance 
c — v > of their prayers. The crofs, which was com- 

monly fewed on the garment, in cloth or filk, 
was infcribed by fome zealots on their (kin : an 
hot iron, op indelible liquor, was applied to 
perpetuate the mark ; and a crafty monk, who 
/hewed the miraculous imprefiion on his breaft, 
was repaid with the popular veneration and the 
richeft benefices of Paleftine ,+ . 

Departure The fifteenth of Augufl had been fixed in the 
cnifaders, council of Clermont for the departure of the 
g*' pilgrims : but the* day was anticipated by the , 
March, thoughtlefs and needy crowd of plebeians ; and I 
Miy ’ &c ‘ fhall briefly difpatch the calamities which they in- 
flicted and fuffered, before I enter on the more 
j ferious and fuccefsful enterprife of the chiefs. 
Early in the fpring, from the confines of France 
and Lorraine, above fixty thoufand of the popu- 
lous of both fexes flocked round the firft mif- 
fionary of the crufade, and prefied him with cla- 
morous importunity to lead them to the holy 
fepulchre. The hermit, afluming the character, 
without the talents or authority, of a general, 
impelled or obeyed the forward impulfe of his 
votaries along the banks of the Rhine and Da- 
nube. Their wants and numbers foon compelled 
them to feparate, and his lieutenant, Walter 
the Pennylefs, a valiant though needy foldier, 
conducted a vanguard of pilgrims, whofe condi- 

j* Some inftances of thefe fiigmata are given in the Efprit des 
Croifades (tom. iii. p. 169, &c,), from authors whom I have not 

fcejj. . ... ' 
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tion may be determined from the proportion of 
eight horfemen to fifteen thoufand foot. The ex- 
ample and footfteps of Peter were clofely purfued 
by another fanatic, the monk Godefcal, whofe. 
fermons had fwept away fifteen or twenty thoufand 
peafants from the villages of Germany. Their 
rear was again prefled by an herd of two hundred 
thoufand, the mod ftupid and lavage refufe of 
the people, who mingled with their devotion a 
brutal licence of rapine, proftitution, and drunken- 
nefs. Some counts and gentlemen, at the head 
of three thoufand horfe, attended the motions of 
the multitude to partake in the fpoil ; but their 
genuine leaders (may we credit fuch folly ?) were 
a goofe and a goat, who were carried in the front, 
and to whom thefe worthy Chriftians afcribed an 
infufion of the divine fpirit Of thefe, and of 
other bands of enthufiafts, the firfl and moll 
eafy warfare was againft the Jews, the murderers 
of the Son of God. In the trading cities of 
the Mofelle and the Rhine, their colonies were 
numerous and rich ; and they enjoyed, under 
the protection of the emperor and the bifhops, 
the free exercife of their religion 36 . At Verdun, 

. i • , Treves, 

35 Fuit et aliud fcelus deteftabile in hac congregatione pedeftrls 
populi ftulti et vefanse levitatis, anfcrem quendam divino fpiritii 
afferebant afflatum, et capcllam non minus eodem repletam, et 
has fibi duces fecundas vise fecerant, &c. (Albert. Aquenfis, 1 . i. 
c. 31. p. 196.). Had thefe peafants foundtJd an empire, they might 
have introduced, as in Egypt, the worfhip of animals, which 
their philofophic defcendants would have glofled over with fome 
fpecious and fubtle allegory. . 

? 6 Benjamin of T udeja defcribes the ftate of his Jewilh brethren 

./ f rora 
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C i vm P '^ reves ’ Mentz, Spires, Worms, many thoufands 
. '_ f of that unhappy people were pillaged and maf- 

facred”: nor had they felt a more bloody ftroke ■■ 
fince the perfecution of Hadrian. A remnant was 
faved by the firmnefs of their bilhops, who ac- 
cepted a feigned and transient converfion ; but 
the more obflinate Jews oppofed their fanaticifm 
to the fanaticilm of the Chriftians, barricadoed 
their houfes, and precipitating themfelves, their 
families, and their wealth, into the rivers or the 
flames, difappointed the malice, or at leafl the 
avarice, of their implacable foes. 

Their dc- Between the frontiers of Auftria and the feat of 
fnHun" the Byzantine monarchy, the crufaders were 
Afia and com P e hed to traverfe an interval of fix hundred 
A. D. miles ; the wild and defolate countries of Hun- 

1096 gary 38 and Bulgaria. The foil is fruitful, and . 

interfered with rivers ; but it was then covered 
with moraffes and forelts, which fpread to a 
boundlefs extent, whenever man has ceafed to 
exercife his dominion over the earth. Both na- 
tions had imbibed the rudiments of Chriftianity ; 
the Hungarians were ruled by their native princes ; 


from Cologne along the Rhine : they were 'rich, generous, learned, 
hofpitable, and lived in the eager hope of the MefTiah (Voyage, 
tom. i. p. 243 — 245. par Baratier). In feventy years (he wrote 
about A. D. 1170) they had recovered from thefe maffacres. 

37 Thefe maffacres and depredations on the Jews, which 
were renewed at each critfade, are coolly related. It is true, that 
St. Bernard (epift. 363. tom. i. p. 329.) admonilhes the Oriental 
Franks, lion font perfequendi Judsci, non funt trucidandi. The 
contrary dodtrine had been preached by a rival monk. 

3 R See the contemporary defeription of Hungary in Otho of 
Frifiugen, 1 . ii. c. 31. in Muratori, Script. Rerum Italicarum, 
tom. vi. p. 66j, 666. 
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the Bulgarians by a lieutenant of the Greek em- 
peror; but, on the flighteft provocation, their > — - ^ 
ferocious nature was rekindled, and ample provo- , 

cation was afforded by the diforders of the firft 
pilgrims. Agriculture muft have been unfkilful 
and languid among a people, whofe cities were 
built of reeds and timber, which were deferted in 
the fummer feafon for the tents of hunters and 
Ihepherds. f A fcanty fupply of provifions was 
rudely demanded, forcibly feized, and greedily 
confumed ; and on the firft quarrel, the crufaders 
gave a loofe to indignation and revenge. But 
their ignorance of the country, of war, and of 
difcipline, expofed them to every fnare. The 
Greek praefedt of Bulgaria commanded a regular 
force ; at the trumpet of the Hungarian king, 
the eighth or the tenth of his martial Tubjedts bent 
their bows and mounted on horfeback ; their policy 
was infidious, and their retaliation on thefe pious 
robbers was unrelenting and bloody 30 . About a 
third of the naked fugitives, and the hermit Peter 
was-of the number, efcaped to the Thracian moun- 
tains ; and the emperor, who refpedted the pil- 
grimage and fuccour of the Latins, conducted 
them by fecure and eafy journies to Conftanti- 
nople, and advifed them to await the arrival of 

J9 The old Hungarians, without excepting Turotzius, arc ill 
informed of the firft crufade, which they involve in a fifigle paf- 
fage. Katona. like ourielves, can only' quote the writers of 
France; but he compares with local fcience the ancient and 
modern geography. Ante partam Cjpercn , is Sopron or Pofon ; 

Alallevilla, Zemlhi ; Flavius Maroe, Savus ; Lint ax, Leith ; 

Mefebroch, or Merfebwg, Ouar, or Mofon ; Tollenburg, Pragg 
(de Regibus Hungariae, tom. iii. p. 19 — 53 ). 

their 
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their brethren. For a while they remembered 
their faults and Ioffes ; but no fooner were they 
revived by the hofpitable entertainment, than 
their venom was again inflamed ; they flung their 
benefactor, and neither gardens, nor palaces, nor 
churches, were fafe from their depredations. For - 
his own fafety, Alexius allured them to pafs over 
to the Afiatic fide of the Bofphorus ; but their 
blind impetuofity foon urged them to defert 
the flation which he had afligned, and to rufh 
headlong againft the Turks, who occupied the 
road of Jerufalem. The hermit, confcious of 
his fhame, had withdrawn from the camp to Con- 
flantinople ; and his lieutenant, Walter the Penny- 
lefs, who was worthy of a better command, at- 
tempted without fuccefs to introduce fome order 
and prudence among the herd of favages. They 
feparated in quefl of prey, and themfelves fell an 
eafy prey to the arts of the fultan. By a rumour 
that their foremofl companions were rioting in 
the fpoils of his capital, Soliman tempted the 
main body to defcend into the plain of Nice ; 
they were overwhelmed by the Turkifh arrows ; 
and a pyramid of bones 40 informed their com-: 
panions of the place of their defeat. Of the fiffl 
crufaders, three hundred thoufand had already 
perifhed, before a fingle city was refcued from the 
infidels, before their graver and more noble 
brethren had completed the preparations of their 
enterprife 4 \ 

‘ ' . . i 

Anna Comnena (Alexias, 1 , x. p. *87.) defcribes this 

X oX VYP; as 3 mountain J'l'fjXet xai Xfti TrXaTog o£i:Xc;.a.'TaT'.v. In the 

fiege of Nice, fach were tiled by the Franks themfelves as the 
materials of a wall. „ . 
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None of the great fovereigns of Europe embarked 
their perfons in the lirll crufade. The emperor 
Henry the fourth was not difpofed to obey the fum- ‘ 
mons of the pope : Philip the firlt of France was 
occupied by his pleafures ; William Rufus of Eng- 
land by a recent conqueft ; the kings of Spain ' • 
were engaged in a domeltic war again!! the Moors ; 
and the northern monarchs of Scotland, Den- 
mark 4 % Sweden, and Poland, were yet Grangers 
to the paffions and intcrefls of the South. The 
religious ardour was more ftrongly felt by the 
princes of the fecond order, who held an im- 
portant place in the feudal fyftem. Their fituation 
will naturally call under four diflin£l heads the 
review of their names and chara&ers ; but I may 
efcapc fome needlefs repetition, by obferving at 
once, that courage and the excrcife of arms are the 
common attribute of thefe Chriflian adventurers. 

I. Godfrey I. The firfl rank both in war and council is 1 
Skra.° U " j u % due to Godfrey of Bouillon; and happy 
would it have been for the crufaders, if they had 
trufted themfelves to the foie condufi of that ac- 
complished hero, a worthy reprefentative of Char- 1 . 

lemagne, from whom he was defeended in the 
female line. His father was of the noble race of •; 
the counts of Boulogne : Brabant, the lower pro- 
vince of Lorraine 43 , was the inheritance of his d 

41 The author of the E£jrit des Croifades has doubted, and * 
might have ditbelieved, the crufade and tragic death of prince 
Sueno, with 1530 or 55000 Danes, who was cut off by iultare 
Soiiman in Cappadocia, but who (till lives in the poem of Tallb 
(tom. iv. p. 1 1 r— 1 15.). 

+5 i he fragments of the kingdoms of Lotharingi3, or Lorraine, 
were broken into the two duchies, of the Mofelle, and of the 
Mcufe; the fir ft has preferred its name, which in the latter has 
been changed into that of Brabant (Valef. Notit. Gall. p. *83— 

388 .). 
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mother; and by the emperor’s bounty, he was 
himfelf inverted with that ducal title, which has 
been improperly 'transferred to his lordfhip of 
Bouillon in the Ardennes 44 . In the fervice of 
Henry the fourth, he bore the great ftandard of 
the empire, and pierced with his lance the breaft 
of Rodolph, the rebel king : Godfrey was the 
firrt who afcended the walls of Rome ; and his 
ficknefs, his vow, perhaps his remorfe for bear- 
ing arms againft the pope, confirmed an early 
refolution of vifiting the holy fepulchre, not as a 
pilgrim, but a deliverer. His valour was ma-> 
tured by prudence and moderation; his piety, 
though blind, was fincere; and, in the tumult 
of a camp, he pradifed the real and fiditious 
virtues of a convent. Superior to the private fac- 
tions of the chiefs, he referved his enmity for 
the enemies of Chrift ; and though he gained a 
kingdom by the attempt, his pure and difin- 
terefted zeal was acknowledged by his rivals. 
Godfrey of Bouillon 45 was accompanied by his 
two brothers, by Euftace the elder, who had 
fucceeded to the county of Boulogne, and by the 
younger, Baldwin, a charader of more ambi- 
guous virtue. The duke of Lorraine was alike 
celebrated on either fide of the Rhine : from 
his birth and education he was equally conver- 
fant with the French and Teutonic languages : 

44 See, in the Defcription of France, by the Abbe de Longue- 
rue, the articles of Boulogne, part i. p. 54. Brabant,- part ii. 
p. 47, 48. Bouillon, p. 134. On his departure, Godfrey fold 
or pawned Bouillon to the church for 1300 marks. 

45 See the family ch a rafter of Godfrey, in William of Tyre, 
1 . ix. c. 5 — 8. ; his previous defign in Guibert (p. 485.), his 
ficknefs and vow, in Bernard. Thefaur. (c. 78.), 

9 ' the 
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CH^AP. the barons of France, Germany, and Lorraine, . 
.affembled their vaffals ; and the confederate force 
that marched under his banner was compofed of 
fourfcore thoufand foot and about ten thoufand 
Ii. Hugh horfe. II. In the parliament that was held at 
inantiois, Paris, in the king’s prefence, about two months 
Norman° f 9& er t ^ le council of Clermont, Hugh count of 
dy, Ro- Vermandois was the moil confpicuous of the 
Flanders, princes who affumed the crofs. But the appel- 
of'char- Htion of the great was applied, not fo much to 
tres, &c. his merit or poffeffions (though neither were 
contemptible), as to the royal birth of the bro- 
ther of the king of France 46 . Robert duke of 
Normandy was the eldeil fon of William the 
Conqueror ; but on his father’s death he was de- 
prived of the kingdom of England, by his own 
indolence and the activity of his brother Rufus. 
The worth of Robert was degraded by an excef-, , 
five levity and eafinefs of temper : his cheerful-; 
nefs deduced him to the indulgence of pleafure j 
his profufe liberality impoverished the prince and 
people ; his indifcriminate clemency multipliect , 
the number of offenders ; and the amiable quft- 
" lities of a private man became the effential de- 
feds of a foyereign. For the trifling fum of ten 7 ' 
thoufand marks he mortgaged Normandy during 
his abfence to the Englifh ufurper 47 ; but hir i( - 

engagemen^ 1 

• : - - , i - < t J "to 

.Anna Comnena fuppofes, that Hugh was proud of his nobi- 
lity, riches, and power (1. x. p. 288.) : the two la(t articles ap-, 
pear more.equivocal ; bnt an iuytuta which feven hundred year* 
ago was famous in the palace of Conftantinople, attelis the an- 
cient dignity of the Capetian family of France. 

47 Will. Gemcticcnfis, 1. rii. c. 7. p. 671, 673. in Camden. 

r - . c . Normanicis. 
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engagement and behaviour in the holy war, an- 
nounced in Robert a reformation of manners, 
and reftored him in fome degree to the public 
efteem. Another Robert was count of Flanders, 
a royal province, which, in this century, gave 
three queens to the thrones of France, England, 
and Denmark : he was furnamed the fword and 
lance of the Chriftians j but in the exploits of a 
foldier, he fometimes forgot the duties of a gene- 
ral. Stephen, count of Chartres, of Blois, and 
of Troyes, was ope of the richeft princes of the 
age ; and the number of his caftles has been 
compared to the three hundred and fixty-five days 
of the year. His mind was improved by litera- 
ture ; and in the council of the chiefs, the elo- 
quent Stephen 4 " was chofen to difcharge the of- 
fice of their prefident. Thele four were the prin- 
cipal leaders of the French, the Normans, and 
the pilgrims of the Britifh ifles : but the lift of 
the barons who were pofleffed of three or four 
towns, would exceed, fays a contemporary, the 
catalogue of the Trojan war 49 . III. In the fouth ni - 

^ ° J mond of 

of France, the command was aiiumed by Adhe- Tho- 
rnar, bifhop of Puy, the pope’s legate, and by )ouii ‘ 

Normanicis. He pawned the duchy for one hundredth part of 
the prefent yearly revenue. Ten thoufand marks may be equal 
to five hundred thoufand livres, and Normandy annually yields 
fifty .fcven millions to the king (Necker, Adminiltrntion des 
Finances, tom. i. p. *87.). 

+*' His original letter to his wife, is inferted in the Spicilegium 

of Dom. Luc. d’ Aeheri, tom. iv. and quoted in the Efprit de* 

.... . . ' * ‘ * 
Crouade8, tom. 1. p. 63. 

*9 Unius enim, duum, trium feu quatuor oppidorum dominoi 
quit numeret ? quorum tanta fuit copia, ut non vix totidem < 
Trojana obfidio coegifTe putctur (Ever the lively and interefting 
Gtiibert, p. 486.). 

Vox.. XI. D Raymond, 
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c h a P. Raymond, count of St. Giles and Tholoufe, 
^ , who added the prouder titles of duke of Naf- 

bonne and marquis of Provence. The former 
was a refpectable prelate, alike qualified for this 
world and the next. The latter was a veteran 
warrior, who had fought againft the Saracens of 
Spain, and who confecrated his declining age, 
not only to the deliverance, but to the perpetual 
fervice, of the holy fepulchre. His experience 
and riches gave him a ftrong afcendant in the 
Chriftian camp, whofe diflrefs he was often able, 
and fometimes willing, to relieve. But it was 
eafier for him to extort the praife of the Infidels, 
than to preferve the love of his fubje&s and 
affociates. His eminent qualities were clouded 
by a temper, haughty, envious, and obftinate ; 
and, though he refigned an ample patrimony, 
for the caufe of God, his piety, in the public 
opinion, was not exempt from avarice and am- 
bition 50 . A mercantile, rather than a martial 
fpirit, prevailed among his provincials 5 *, a com- 
mon name, which included the natives of Au- 
vergne and Languedoc s % the vaffals of the king- 
dom 

s° It is Angular enough, that Raymond of St. Giles, a fecond 
charadler in the genuine hiftcry of the crnfades, fhould Ihine as 
the firft of heroes in the writings of the Greeks (Anna Comncn. 
Alexiad, 1 . x, xi.) and the Arabians (Longueruana, p. 129.). 

s' Omnes de Burgundia, et Alvernia, et Vafcoma, et Gothi 
(of Languedoc ), provinciales appeilabantur, cseteri vero Fran- 
cigenx et hoc in cxercitu ; inter hoftes autem Franci dieebantui\ 
Raymond des Agiles, p. 144. 

s* The town of his birth, or firft appanage, was confecrated 
to St. zTgidius, whofe name, as early as the firft crufade, was 
corrupted by the French into St. Gilles, or St. Giles. It is 
. fituatc 
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dom of Burgundy or Arles. From the adjaceflt 
frontier of Spain, he drew a band of hardy ad- 
venturers ; as he marched through Lombardy, a 
crowd of Italians flocked to his ftandard, and his 
united force confided of one hundred thoufand 
horfe and foot. If Raymond was the firll to 
enlift and the lad to depart, the delay may be 
excufed by the greatnefs of his preparation and 
the promife of an everlading farewell. IV. The 
name of Bohemond, the fon of Robert Guifcard, Tancred.' 
was already famous by his double victory over 
the Greek emperor : but his father’s will had 
reduced him to the principality of Tarentum, 
and the remembrance of his Eadern trophies, till 
he was awakened by the rumour and paflage of 
the French pilgrims. It is in the perfon of this 
Norman chief that we may feek for the cooled 
policy and ambition with a fmall allay of religious 
fanaticifm. His conduct may judify a belief that 
he had fecretly directed the defign of the pope, 
which he affedted to fecond with adonilhment and 
zeal : at the fiege of Amalphi, his example and 
difcourfe inflamed the paflions of a confederate 
army ; he indantly tore his garment to fupply 
erodes for the numerous candidates, and prepared 
< to vilit Condantinople and Ada at the head of 
ten thoufand horfe and twenty thoufand foot. 

Several princes of the Norman race accompanied 
this veteran general ; and his coudn Tancred SJ 

was 

fituatc in the Lower Languedoc, between Nifmes and the Rhone, 
and hill boafts a collegiate church of the foundation of Raymond 
(Melanges tires d’une grande Bibliotheque, tom. xxxvii. p. 51.). 
is The mother of Tancred was Emma, filter of the great Ro- 

I) a bert 
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C /vu r p - was the partner, rather than the fervant, of the 
t ^ ■ war. In the accomplifhed charader of Tancred, 
we difcover all the virtues of a per fed knight 
the true fpirit of chivalry, which infpired the 
generous fentiments and focial offices of man, far 
better than the bafe philofophy, or the bafer reli- 
gion, of the times. 

Chivalry. Between the age of Charlemagne and that of 
the crufades, a revolution had taken place among 
the Spaniards, the Normans, and the French, 
which was gradually extended to the reft of Eu- 
rope. The fervice of the infantry was degraded 
to the plebeians ; the cavalry formed the ftrength 
of the armies, and the honourable name of miles , 
or foldier, was confined to the gentlemen 55 who 

ferved 

bert Guifcard ; his father, the marquis Odo the Good. It is 
lingular enough, that the family and country of fo illitftrious a 
• perfon fhould be unknown; but Muratori reafonably conjec- 

tures that he was an Italian, and perhaps of the race of the 
marquifles of Montferrat in Fiedmont (Script, tom. v. p. 281, 
282.). 

s+ To gratify the childifh vanity of the houfe of Efle, Taflo 
has inferted in his poem, and in the firft crulade, a fabulous 
hero, the brave and amorous Rinaldo (x. 75. xvii. 66 — 94.). 
He might borrow his name from a Rinaldo, with the Aquila 
bianca Ertenfe, who vanquilhed, as the llandard-bearer of the 
Roman church, the emperor Frederic I. (Storia Imperiale di 
Ricobaldo, in Muratori Script. Ital. tom.'Ix. p. 360. Ariofto, 
Orlando Furiofo, iii. 30.). But, 1. The diltance of fixty year# 
between the youth of the two Rinaldos, deftroys their identity. 
2. The Storia Imperiale is a forgery of the conte Boyardo, at 
the end of the xv l *> century (Muratori, p. 281—289.). 3. This 
Rinaldo, and his exploits, are not lefs chimerical than the hero 
of Taflo (Muratori, Antichita Elienfe, tom. i. p. 350.). 

S 3 Of the words gentilis, gentilhomme , gentleman, two etymo- 
logies are produced : 1. From the Barbarians of the fifth cen- 
tury, the foldiers, and at length the conquerors of the, Roman 
empire, who were vain of their foreign nobility ; and, a. From 

the 
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ferved on horfeback, and were inverted with the c i 1 | | j i P ' 
character of knighthood. The dukes and counts, i 

who had ufurped the rights of fovereignty, di- 
vided the provinces among their faithful barons : 
the barons dirtributed among their vaffals the fiefs 
-or benefices of their jurifdidtion ; and thefe mili- 
tary tenants, the peers of each other and of their 
lord, compofed the noble or equeftrian order, 
which difdained to conceive the peafant or burgher 
as of the fame fpecies with themfelves. The 
dignity of their birth was preferved by pure 
and equal alliances ; their fons alone, who could 
produce four quarters or lines of anceftry, with- 
out fpot or reproach, might legally pretend to 
the honour of knighthood ; but a valiant ple- 
beian was fometimes enriched and ennobled by 
the fword, and became the father of a new race. 

A Angle knight could impart, according to his 
judgment, the chara&er which he received ; and 
the warlike fovereigns of Europe derived more 
glory from this perfonal diftinftion, than from 
the luftre of their diadem. This ceremony, of 
which fome traces may be found in Tacitus and 
the woods of Germany s6 , was in its origin Am- * 
pie and profane ; the candidate, after fome pre- 
. vious trial, was^nvefted with the fword and fpurs *, 
and his cheek or fhoulder were touched with a 
flight blow, as an emblem of the laft affront, 
which it was lawful for him to endure. But fu- 

the fenfe of the civilians, who confider gentilis as fynonymous 
with ingmuus. Selden inclines to the firlt, but the latter is more 
' pt te, as well as probable. 

? 6 Framea feutoque juvenem ornant. Tacitus, Germania, 
c. IJ. 

J) 3 perftition 
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perdition mingled in every public and private 
action of life ; in the holy wars, it fan&ified the 
profeffion of arms ; and the order of chivalry was 
aflimilated in its rights and privileges to the facred 
orders of priedhood. The bath and white gar- 
ment of the novice, were an indecent copy of the 
regeneration of baptifm : his fword, which he of- 
fered on the altar, was blefled by the miniders 
of religion ; his folemn reception was preceded 
by fads and vigils ; and he was created a knight 
in the name of God, of St. George, and ’of St. 
Michael the archangel. He fwore to accomplifh 
the duties of his profeffion-; and education, ex- 
ample, and the public opinion, were the invio- 
lable guardians of his oath. As the champion of 
God and the ladies (I blufh to unite fuch difcor- 
dant names), he devoted himfelf to fpeak the 
truth ; to maintain the right ; to protedl the di- 
ftreded ; to practife courtcfy , a virtue lefs familiar 
to the ancients ; to purfue the infidels ; to defpife • 
the allurements of eafe and fafety ; and to vindi- 
cate in every perilous adventure the honour of 
his character. The abufe of the fame fpirit pro- 
voked the illiterate knight to difdain the arts of 
indudry and peace; to edeem himfelf the foie 
judge and avenger of his own* injuries ; and 
proudly to negledt the laws of civil fociety and 
military difcipline. Yet the benefits of this indi- 
tution, to refine the temper of Barbarians, and 
to infufe forne principles, of faith, judice, and 
humanity, were drongly felt, and have been often 
obferved. The afperity of national prejudice was 
foftened ; and the community of religion and 

arms 
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arms fpread a fimilar colour and generous emu- C ' I ^^ 1I P ' 
lation over the face of Chriftendom, Abroad, ■_ — > 

in enterprife and pilgrimage, at home in martial 
exercife, the warriors of every country were per- 
petually affociated ; and impartial talle mult pre- 
fer a Gothic tournament to the Olympic games 
of clallic antiquity 57 . In Head of the naked 

fpectacles which corrupted the manners of the 
Greeks, and banilhed from the Itadium the vir- 
gins and matrons ; the pompous decoration of 
the lifts was crowned with the prefence of chafte 
and high-born beauty, from whofe hands the 
conqueror received the prize of his dexterity and 
courage. The Ikill and ftreng^h that were ex- 
erted in wreftling and boxing, bear a diftant and 
doubtful relation to the merit of a foldierj but 
the tournaments, as they were invented in France, 
and eagerly adopted both in the F.aft and Weft, 
prefented a lively image of the bulinefs of the 
Held. The fingle combats, the general Ikirmilh, 
the defence of a pafs, or caftle, were rehearfed 
as in actual fervice j and the conteft, both in 
real and mimic war, was decided by the fuperior 
management of the horfe and lance. The lance 
was the proper and peculiar weapon of the knight : 
his horfe was of a large and heavy breed ; but 
this charger, till he was roufed by the approach- 

57 The athletic exercife' 1 , particularly the cccftus and pancra- 
tium, 'were condemned by Lycurgus, Philopoemen, and Galen, 
a lawgiver, a general, and a phyfician. Againft their authority 
and reafons, the reader may weigh the apology of Lucian, in 
the charaifler of Solon Sec Welt on the Olympic Games, in his 
Pindar, vol. ii. p. 86 — 96. 245-— 148, 

D 4 iag 
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C lvih P ^ an S er » was ufualjy led by an attendant, and 

■ - , he quietly rode a pad or palfrey of a more eafy 

pace. His helmet, and fword, his greaves, and 
buckler, it would be fuperfluous to. defcribe ; but 
I may remark, that at the period of the crufades, 
the armour was lefs ponderous than in later 
times ; and that, inftead of a mafly cuirafs, his 
breaft was defended by an hauberk or coat of 
mail. When thejr long lances were fixed in the 
reft, the warriors furioufly fpurred their horfes . 
againft the foe ; and the light cavalry of the 
Turks and Arabs could feldom Hand againft the 
direft and impetuous weight of their charge. 
Each knight was attended to the field ,by his 
faithful fquire, a youth of equal birth and fimi-. 
lar hopes ; he was followed by his archers and 
men at arms, and four, or five, or fix foldiers, 
were computed as the furniture of a complete 
lance. In the expeditions to the neighbouring 
kingdoms or the Holy Land, the duties of the 
feudal tenure no longer fubfifted ; the voluntary 
fervice of the knights and their followers was 
either prompted by zeal or attachment, or pur- 
chafed with rewards and promifes ; and the num- 
bers of each fquadron were meafured by the 
power, the wealth, and the fame of each inde- 
pendent chieftain. They were diftinguifhed by 
his banner, his armorial coat, and his cry of 
war ; and the moft ancient families of Europe 
muft feek in thefe atchievements the origin and 
proof, of their nobility. In this rapid portrait of 
chivalry, I have been urged to anticipate on the 

ftory 
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ftory of the crufades* at once an efieS, and a C /vm P ' 

caufe, of this memorable inftitution v < — j 

Such were the troops, and fuch the leaders, ^eprinces 
who affumed the crofs for the deliverance of the to con- 
holy fepulchre. As foon as they were relieved p i e , a. d. 
by the abfence of the plebeian multitude, they 
encouraged each other, by interviews and mef- a d.io 97i 
fages, to accompli Ih their vow and haften theif 
departure. Their wives and filters were defiroiis 
of partaking the danger and merit of the pilgri- 
mage ; their portable treafures were conveyed in 
bars of filver and gold ; and the princes and ba- 
rons were attended by their equipage of hounds 
and hawks to amufe their leifure and to fupply 
their table. The difficulty of procuring fubfift- 
ence for fo many myriads of men and horfes, 
engaged them to feparate their forces ; their choice 
or fituation determined the road ; and it was 
agreed to meet in the neighbourhood of Con- 
ftantinople, and from thence to begin their ope- 
rations again!! the Turks. From the 'banks of 
the Meufe and the Mofelle, Godfrey of Bouillon 
followed the direct way of Germany, Hungary, 
and Bulgaria : and, as long as he exercifed the 
foie command, every ftep afforded fome proof of 
his prudence and virtue. On the confines of 
Hungary he was Hopped three weeks by a Chrif- 


58 On the curious fubjefls of knighthood, knight 6 fervicc, nobi- 
lity, arms, cry of war, banners, and tournaments, an ample fund 
of information may be fought in Selden (Opera, tom. irf. part i. 
Titles of Honour, part ii. c. i. 3. j. 8.), Ducange (GlolT. Latin, 
tom. iv. p. 398—411, &c. Diflertations fur Joinville (i. vi— xii. 
p. 117—142. p. 165 — 12 2.), and M. de St. Palaye (Memoires fur 
la Chevalerie). 
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tian people, to whom the name, or at leaft the 
abufe, of the crofs was juflly odious. The Hun- 
garians ftill fmarted with the wounds which they 
had received from the firft pilgrims : in their turn 
they had abufed the right of defence and retalia- 
tion ; and they had reafon to apprehend a fevere 
revenge from an hero of the fame nation, and 
who was engaged in the fame caufe. But, after 
weighing the motives and the events, the vir- 
tuous duke was content to pity the crimes and 
misfortunes of his worthlefs brethren ; and his 
twelve deputies, the mefiengers of peace, re- 
quefted in his name a free paffage and an equal 
market. To remove their fufpicions, Godfrey 
truited himfelf, and afterwards his brother, ter 
the faith of Carloman king of Hungary, who 
treated them with a fimple but hofpitable enter- 
tainment : the treaty was fimctified by their com- 
mon gofpel ; and a proclamation, under pain of 
death, reftrained the animofity and licence of the 
Latin foldiers. From Auftria to Belgrade, they 
traverfed the plains of Hungary, without endur- 
ing or offering an injury ; and the proximity of 
Carloman, who hovered on their flanks with his 
numerous cavalry, was a precaution not lefs ufe- 
ful for their fafety than for his own. They 
reached the banks of the Save ; and no fooner 
had they paffed the river, than the king of Hun- 
gary reftored the hoftages, and faluted their 
departure with the fairefl wifhes for the fuc- 
cefs of their enterprife. With the fame con- 
duct and difcipline, Godfrey pervaded the woods 
of Bulgaria and the frontiers of Thrace ; and might 

con- 
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congratulate himfelf, that he had almofl reached 
the firfl term of his pilgrimage, without drawing i — t — , » 
his fword againft a Chriftian adverfary. After an 
eafy and pleafant journey through Lombardy, from 
Turin to Aquileia, Raymond and his provincials 
marched forty days through the favage country of 
Dalmatia S9 and Sclavonia. The weather was a 
perpetual fog ; the land was mountainous and de- 
flate ; the natives were either fugitive or hoftile r 
loofe in their religion and government, they re- 
fufed to furnifh provifions or guides ; murdered 
the ftragglers ; and exercifed by night and day the 
vigilance of the count, who derived more lecu- 
rity from the punilhment of fome captive rob- 
bers than from his interview and treaty with the 
prince of Scodra 60 . His march between Duraz- 
zo and Conflantinople was. haralfed, without 
being flopped, by the peafants and foldiers of the 
Greek emperor ; and the fame faint and ambi- 
guous hoftility was prepared for the remaining 
chiefs, who palled the Adriatic from the coall 
of Italy. Bohemond had arms and veffels, 
and forefight and difcipline j and his name was 

59 The Familix Dalmaticx of Ducange are meagre and imper- 

fedl ; the national hiftorians are recent and fabulous, the Greeks 
remote and carelefs. In the year no*, Coloman reduced the 
maritime country as far as Trau and Salona (Katona, Hift. Crit. 
tom. iii. p. 19; — 107.). ' , , v 

60 Scodras appears in Livy as the capital and fortrefs of Gen- 
tius king of the Illyrians, arx munitilfima, afterwards a Roman 
colony (Cellarius, tom. i. p. 393, 394-)- It is now called Ifco- 
dar, or Scutari (d'Anville, Geographic Ancienne, tom. i. p.164.). 

The fanjiak (now a pafna) of Scutari, or Schendeire, was the 
viiiih under the Btglerbeg of Romania, and furniflied 6co foldiers 
,on a revenue of 78,787 rix-dollars (Mai ligli, State Militare del 
Impcro Ottomano, p. u8.). 

not 
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c HAP. not forgotten in the provinces of Epirus and Thef- 
^ "Whatever obftacles he encountered were 

furmounted by his military conduct and the va- 
lour of Tancred ; and if the Norman prince 
affe&ed to fpare the Greeks, he gorged his fol- 
diers with the full plunder of an heretical caftle 
The nobles of France preffed forwards with the 
vain and thoughtlefs ardour of which their na- 
tion has been fometimes accufed. From the Alps 
_ . „ to Apulia the march of Hugh the Great, of the 
two Roberts, and of Stephen of Chartres, through 
a wealthy country, and amidft the applauding 
Catholics, was a devout or triumphant progrefs : 
they luffed the feet of the Roman pontiff ; and 
the golden ftandard of St. Peter was delivered to 
the brother of the French monarch 6 *. But in 
this vifit of piety and pleafure, they negle&ed 
to fecure the feafon, and the means, of their ■* 
embarkation : the winter was infenfibly loft ; 
their troops were fcattered and corrupted in the 
towns of Italy. They feparately accomplifhed 
their paffage, regardlefs of fafety or dignity : 
and within nine months from the feaft of the 
Affumption, the day appointed by Urban, all 
the Latin princes had reached Conftimtinople. 

•» ' , - t .. 

. 6 ' In Pelagonia caftrum hxreticum . . . , . fpoliatum cum fuis 
habitatoribus igne combuflere. Nec id eis injuria conti^ii : quia 
illorum deteftabilis fermo et cancer ferpebat, jamque circumja- 
centes regiones fuo pravo dogmate fcedaverat (Robert. Mon. 
p. 3 ^» 37-)- After coolly relating the faff, the archbifliop Ba!«ii 
ric adds, asapraife, Omnes iiquidem illi viatores, Judeos, hae- 
reticos, Saracenos srqualiter habent exofos ; quos omnes appel- 
lant inimicos Dei (p. 94.). 

Ay«Xa£«,ui»5j ajra Vu/x r, t Tin yjfu-. >1, ru 'A/ltt TllrfU ri {4 ai«* (AlexiacI, 

1. x. p. 288.). 

But 
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But the count of.Vermandois was produced as a C I ^, P ' 
captive; his foremoil vefiels were fcattered by ■ — — . 
a temped ; and his perfon, againd the law of na- 
tions, was detained by the lieutenants of Alexius. 

Yet the arrival of Hugh had been announced by 
four-and-twenty knights in golden armour, who 
commanded the emperor to revere the general of 
the Latin Chridians, the brother of the King of 
kings 6J . 

In fome Oriental tale I have read the fable of a Policy of 

ihepherd, who was ruined by the accompliihment TO r Alexi- 

of his own wiihes : he had prayed for water : the us Com ' 

. J 7 .* nenus, 

Ganges was turned into his grounds, and his A. D. 
flock and cottage were fwept away by the inun- cembe^l* 
dation. Such was the fortune, or at lead the A - D. 

. 1097, 

apprehenfion, of the Greek emperor Alexius May. 
Comnenus, whofe name has already appeared in 
this hidory, and whofe conduS is fo differently 
reprefented by his daughter Anne **, and by the > 

'O Bau-iXttic Ti’, BuriXlxv, Kai afgvye; ru Qfayytxu ffanuftare; avtavr e;. 

This Oriental pomp is extravagant in a count of Vermandois ; 
but the patriot Ducange repeats with much complacency (Not. ad 
Alexiad. p. 3 52, 353. Diflert. xxvii. fur Joinville, p. 313.), the 
palTages of Matthew Paris (A D. 1154.) and FroifTard (vol. iv. 
p. aoi.), which ltyle the king of France, rex regum, and chef 
de tous les rois Chretiens. , 

6+ Anna Comnena was born the I st of December, A.D. 1083, 
indidtion vii. (Alexiad, L vi. p. 166, 167.). At thirteen, the 
time of the firft crufade, (he was nubile, and perhaps married to 
the younger Nicephorus Bryennius, whom (he fondly ftyles rev 
tfjuv Kaie-afa (1. x. p. 295, 296.). Some moderns have imagined, 
that her enmity to Bohemond was the fruit of difappointed love. 

In the tranfaftions of Conftantinoplc and Nice, her partial ac- 
counts (Alex. 1. x, xi. p. 283 — 317-) may be oppofed to the 
partiality of the Latins, but in their fubfequent exploits (he i* 
brief and ignorant. 

Latin 


Digitized by Google 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 


46 

C lvhj P ^atin wr * ters 65, the council of Placentia, hi* 

> ; ambalfadors had folicited a moderate fuccour, 

perhaps of ten thoufand foldiers : but he was 

aftonilhed by the approach of fo many potent 
chiefs and fanatic nations. The emperor fluc- 
tuated between hope and fear, between timidity 
and courage ; but in the crooked policy which he 
miftook for wifdom, I cannot believe, I cannot 
difcern, .that he malicioufly confpired againft the 
life or honour of the French heroes. The pro- 
mifcuous multitudes of Peter the hermit, were 
favage beafts, alike deftitute of humanity and 
reafon : nor was it pofiible for Alexius to pre- 
vent or deplore their dellruction. The troops of 
Godfrey and his peers were lefs contemptible, 
but not lefs fufpicious, to the Greek emperor. 
Their motives might be pure and pious ; but he 
was equally alarmed by his knowledge of the am- 
bitious Bohcmond, and his ignorance of the 
Tranfalpine chiefs : the courage of the French 
was blind and headflrong ; they might be tempted 
by the luxury and wealth of Greece, and elated by 
the view and opinion of their invincible flrength ; 
and Jerufalem might f>e forgotten in the profpect 
of Conflantinople. After a long march and pain- 
ful abftinence, the troops of Godfrey encamped 
in the plains of Thrace ; they heard with indig- 
nation, that their brother, the count of Verman- 
dois, was imprifoned by the Greeks j and their 

6 s In their views of the character and conduct of Alexius, 
Maimbourg has' favoured the Catholic Franks, and Voltaire has 
( been partial to the fchifmatic Greeks. The prejudice of a philo- 
fopher is lefs excufeablc than that of a Jefuit. . . 

relu&ant 
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relu&ant duke was compelled to indulge them in c L I y I ^ 1 p ' 
fbme freedom of retaliation and rapine. They w— v — — • 
were appeafed by the fubmiffion of Alexius ; he 
promifed to fupply their camp ; and as they re- 
fufed, in the midft of winter, to pafs the Bofpho- 
rus, their quarters were affigned among the gar- 
dens and palaces on the fhores of that narrow fea. 

But an incurable jealoufy ftill rankled in the 
minds of the two nations, who defpifed each other 
as Haves and Barbarians. Ignorance is the ground 
of fufpicion, and fufpicion was inflamed into daily 
provocations: prejudice is blind, hunger is deaf ; 
and Alexius is accufed of a defign to ftarve or 
aflault the Latins in a dangerous port, on all 
fides encompalfed with the waters C6 . Godfrey 
founded his trumpets, burfl: the net, overfpread 
the plain, and infulted the fuburbs : but the 
gates of Conftantinople were ftrongly fortified ; 
the ramparts were lined with archers ; and after 
a doubtful conflict, both parties liftened to the 
voice of peace and religion. The gifts and 
promifes of the emperor infenfibly foothed the 
fierce fpirit of the weftern ftrangers ; as a Chrif- 
tian warrior, he rekindled their zeal for the pro- 
fecution of their holy enterprife, which he en- 
gaged to fecond with his troops and treafures. 

On the return of fpring, Godfrey was perfuaded 

66 Between the Black Sea, the Bofniiorus, and the river Bar- 
t>)fes, which is deep in fummer, and runs fifteen mjles through 
a flat meadow. Its communication with Europe and Conftan- 
tinople is by the (tone bridge of the Blacberna, which in fuccef- 
five ages was reftored by Juftinian and Bafil (Gyllius de Bofphoro 
Thracio, 1. ii. c. 3. Ducange, C. P. Chriftiana, 1. iv. c. 2. 

P- i7?0* 
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crufaders. 


to occupy a pleafant and plentiful camp in Alia j 
and no fooner had he palled the Bofphorus, than 
the Greek veffels were fuddenly recalled to the 
oppofite Ihore. The fame policy was repeated 
with the fucceeding chiefs, who were fwayed by 
the example, and weakened by the departure, of 
their foremoft companions. By his Ikill and dili- 
gence, Alexius prevented the union of any two 
of the confederate armies at the fame moment 
under the walls of Conftantinople ; and before the 
feaft of the Pentecofl not a Latin pilgrim was left 
on the coaft of Europe. 

The fame arms which threatened Europe, might 
deliver Afia, and repel the Turks from the neigh- 
bouring Ihores of the Bofphorus and Hellefpont. 
The fair provinces from Nice to Antioch were 
the recent patrimony of the Roman emperor; 
and his ancient and perpetual claim ftill embraced - * 
the kingdoms of Syria and Egypt. In his en- * 
thufiafm, Alexius indulged, or affe&ed, the am- < 
bitious hope of leading his new allies to fubvert 
the thrones of the Eaft : but the calmer di&ates * 
of reafon and temper diffuaded him from expofing 
his royal perfon to the faith of unknown and 
lawlefs Barbarians. His prudence, or his pride, j. 
was content with extorting from the French 
princes an oath of homage and fidelity, and a 
folemn promife, that they would either reftore, 
or hold, their Afiatic conquefts, as the humble 
and loyal vaffals of the Roman empire. Their 
independent fpirit was fired at the mention of. 
this foreign and. voluntary fervitude:. they fuc- 
ceflively yielded to the dextrous application of 

9 g»f t8 
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gifts and flattery ; and the firlt profelytes became 
the molt eloquent and effectual miffionaries to 
multiply the companions of their lhame. The 
pride of Hugh of Vermandois was Toothed by 
the honours of his captivity ; and in the brother of 
the French king, the example of fubmiflion was 
prevalent and weighty. In the mind of Godfrey 
of Bouillon every human confideration was fub- 
ordinate to the glory of God and the fuccefs of 
the crufade. He had firmly refilled the tempta- 
tions of Bohemond and Raymond, who urged 
the attack and conquelt of Conftantinople. Alex- 
ius efteemed his virtues, defervedly named him 
the champion of the empire, and dignified his 
homage with the filial name and the rites of 
adoption 67 . The hateful Bohemond was received 
as a true and ancient ally ; and if the emperor 
reminded him of former hoftilities, it was only 
to praife the valour that he had difplayed, and 
the glory that he had acquired, in the fields of 
Durazzo and Larifla. The Ton of Guifcard was 
lodged and entertained, and ferved with Imperial 
pomp : one day, as he palled through the gallery 
of the palace, a door was carelefsly left open to 
cxpofe a pile of gold and filver, of filk and gems, 
of curious and coftly furniture, that was heaped 
in Teeming diTorder, from the floor to the roof 
of the chamber. “ What conquelts,” exclaimed 
. '• 

*7 There were two forts of adoption, the one by arms, the 
other by introducing the fon between the Ihirt and Ikin of his 
father. Ducangc (fur Joinville, diif. xxii. p. 170.) fuppofes God- 
frey's adoption to have been of the latter fort. 

Von. XI. E ■ 
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C H A P. the ambitious mifer, “ might not be atchieved by 
t vin . ° * 

. , “ the pofleffion of fuch a treafure ?” “ It is 

“ your own,” replied a Greek attendant who 
watched the motions of his foul ; and Bohemond, 
after fome hefitation, condefcended to accept this 
magnificent prefent. The Norman was flattered 
by the afifurance of an independent principality, 
and Alexius eluded, rather than denied, his dar- 
ing demand of the office of great domeftic, or 
general, of the Eafl:. The two Roberts, the fon 
of the conqueror of England, and the kinfman 
of three queens 6S , bowed in their turn before the 
Byzantine throne. A private letter of Stephen 
of Chartres attefts his admiration of the emperor, 
the molt excellent and liberal of men, who taught 
him to believe that he was a favourite, and pro- 
mifed to educate and eftablifli his youngefl fon. 
In his fouthern province, the count of St. Giles 
and Tholoufc faintly recognized the fupremacy of 
the king of France, a prince of a foreign nation 
and language. At the head of an hundred thou- 
fand men, he declared* that he was thefoldier and 
fervant of Chrilt alone, and that the Greek might 
be fatisfied with an equal treaty of alliance and 
friendfhip. His obftinate refinance enhanced the 
value and the price of his fubmiflion ; and he (hone, 
fays the princefs Anne, among the Barbarians, as 
the fun amidfl: the ftars of heaven. His difguft of 
the noife and infolence of the French, his fufpi- 

^ After his return, Robert of Flanders became the man of 
the king of England, for a penfion of four hundred marks. Ses 
the iirft ad in Rymer’s Facdera. 

cions 
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tions of the defigns of Bohemond, the emperor c T I ^ I j I P ‘ 
imparted to his faithful Raymond ; and that aged 
ftatefman might clearly difcern, that however 
falfe in friendfhip, he was fmcere in his enmity 69 . 

The fpirit of chivalry was lad fubdued in the per- 
Ton of Tancred; and none could deem them- 
felves dilhonoured by the imitation of that gallant 
knight. He difdained the gold- and flattery of 
-< the Greek monarch ; affaulted in his prefence 
an infolent patrician ; efcaped to Afia in the 
habit of a private foldier ; and yielded with a 
figh to the authority of Bohemond and the 
intercd of the Chriltian caufe. The bed and 
mod odenfible reafon was the impoffibility of 
palling the fea • and accomplilhing their vow, 
without the licence and the vefiels of Alexius \ 
but they cherifhed a fecret hope, that as foon as 
they trod the continent of Afia, their fwords 
would obliterate their fhame, and diffolve the 
engagement, which on his fide might not be 
very faithfully performed. The ceremony of their 
homage was grateful to a people who had long 
fince confidered pride as the fubditute of power. 

High on his throne, the emperor fat mute and 
immoveable : his majedy was adored by the Latin 
pfinOes ; and they fubmitted to kifs either his 
feet or his knees, an, indignity which their own 
writers are afliamed to confefs and unable to 
deny 7 °. 

Private 

®9 Sen fit vetus regnamli, falfos in amore, odia non fingere. 

Tacit, vi. 44. 

70 The protid hiftorians of the crufades Clide and flupihle over 
tliis humiliating Ctep. Yet, fince the heroes knelt to ialute the 
E % ' emperor 


Digitized by Google 





52 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


CHAP. 

LVIII. 


Infotcnce 
of the 

Franks. 



Private or public intereft fupprefied the mur- 
murs of the dukes and counts ; but a French 
baron (he is fuppofed to be Robert of Paris 71 ) 
prefumed to afcend the throne, and to place him- 
felf by the fide of Alexius. The fage reproof of 
Baldwin provoked him to exclaim, in his bar- 
barous idiom, “ Who is this ruftic, that keeps 
“ his feat, while fo many valiant captains are 
“ ftanding round him ?” The emperor main- 
tained his filence, diffembled his indignation, 
and queftioned his interpreter concerning the 
meaning of the words, which he partly fufpe&ed 
from the univerfal language of gefiure and coun- 
tenance. Before the departure of the pilgrims, 
he endeavoured to learn the name and condition 


of the audacious baron. “ I am a Frenchman,” 
^replied Robert, “ of the pureft and moft ancient 
tc nobility of my country. All that I know is, 
“ that there is a church in my neighbourhood 7 % 

“ the 


emperor as he fat motionlefs on liis throne, it is clear that they 
inuft have kiffed either his feet or knees. It is only fingular, that 
* Anna (hould not have amply fupplied the filence or ambiguity of 

the Latins. The abafement of their princes would have added a 
fine chapter to the Ceremoniale Aulse Byzantinae. 

7* He called himfclf tpayysf xaSa^c rm «'>£»»« (Alexias, I. x. 
p. 301.). What a title of nobUJpt of the xi th century, if any one 
could now prove his inheritance ! Anna relates, with vifible 
pleafure, that the fwclling Barbarian, AaT»»«c ■mvfx/Mi 9 ;ivras killed, 
or wounded, after fighting in the front in the battle of Dory- 
laeum (l. xi. p. 317.). This circumftance may juftify the fufpi* 
cion of Ducange (Not. p. 361.), that he was no other than Ro- 
bert of Paris, of the diftrid moft peculiarly ftyled the Duchy or 
llland of France ( L'ljle de France ). 

7* With the fame penetration, Ducange difeoverg his church 
to be that of St. Draulus, or Drofin, of Soillons, quern duello 

dimicaturi 
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“ the refort of thofe who are defirous of approv- c L y^ p - 
“ ing their valour in fingle combat. Till an . p 
“ enemy appears, they addrefs their prayers to 
“ God and his faints. That church I have fre- 
t4 quently vifited, but never have I found an 
“ antagonift who dared to accept my defiance.”- 
Alexius difmiffed the challenger with fome pru- 
dent advice for his conduct in the Turkilh war- 
fare ; and hidory repeats with pleafure this 
lively example of the manners of his age and 
country. 

The conqued of Afia was undertaken and at- Their re- 
chieved by Alexander, with thirty-five thoufand 
Macedonians and Greeks 73 ; and his bed hope A D - 
was in the drength and difcipline of his phalanx May.’ 
of infantry. The principal force of the crufaders 
confided in their cavalry ; and when that force 
was mudered in the plains of Bithynia, the 
knights and their martial attendants on horfeback 
amounted to one hundred thoufand fighting men, 
completely armed with the helmet and coat of 
mail. The value of thefe foldiers deferved a 
drift and authentic account j and the flower of 
European chivalry might furnilh, in a fird effort, 
this formidable body of heavy horfe. A part of 
the infantry might be enrolled for the fervice of 

dimicaturi folent invocare : pugiles qui ad mcmoriam ejus (bit 
tomb ) pcrnoftant inviftos reddit, ut ct de Burgundia et Italia 
tali necefiitate confugiatur ad eum. Joan. Sariberienlis, epift. 
i?9- 

75 There is fome diverfity on the numbers of his army : but no - 

authority can be compared with that of Ptolemy, who ftates it 
at five thoufand horfe and thirty thoufand foot (fee Uiher's An- 
nales, p. 15a.;. 

E 3 fcouts. 
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chap- fronts, pioneers, and archers; but the prornif-? 
v — .< cuous crowd were loft in their own diforder ; and 
we depend not on the eyes or knowledge, but on 
the belief and fancy, of a chaplain of count 
Baldwin T+ , in the eftimate of fix hundred thou- 
fand pilgrims able to bear arms, befides the 
pric-fts and monks, the women and children, of 
the Latin camp. The reader ftarts ; and before 
he is recovered from his furprife, I fhall add, on r 
the fame teftiinony, that if all who took the crofs 
had accomplifhed their vow, above six millions 
would have migrated from Europe to Afia. Un- 
der this oppreffion of faith, 1 derive fome relief 
from a more i'agacious and thinking writer ,s , 
who, after the fame review of the cavalry, accufes 
the credulity of the prieft of Chartres, and even 
doubts whether the Cifalpine regions (in the geor 
' graphy of a Frenchman) were fufficient to pro- 
duce and pour forth fuch incredible multitudes. 

The cooleft fcepticifm will remember, that of 
thefe religious volunteers great numbers never 
beheld Conftantinople and Nice. Of enthufiafin 
the influence is irregular anti tranfient : many 
were detained at home by reafon or cowardice, 
by poverty or weaknefs ; and many were repulfed 

Fulcher. Carnotenfis, p. 387. He enumerates nineteen 
nations of, different names and languages (p. 389.) ; but I do not 
clearly apprehend his difference between the Franci and Gaii, 

• Itali and Apuii. Eifcwhere (p. 385.) he contemptuoufly brands 

the deferters. 

75 Guibert, p. 556. Yet even his gentle oppofition implies an 
immenfe multitude. By Urban II. in the fervour of his zeal, it is t .~ ■. 
only rated at 300,030 pilgrims (epifi. xvi. Coacil. tom. xii. p. 

73L): 
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by the obftacles of the way, the more infuperable 
as they were unforefeen to thefe ignorant fanatics. 
The favage countries of Hungary and Bulgaria 
were whitened with their bones : their vanguard 
was cut in pieces by the Turkifh fultan ; and the 
lofs of the firlt adventure by the fword, or climate, 
or fatigue, has already been Hated at three hun- 
dred thoufand men. Yet the myriads that fur- 
vived, that marched, that preffed forwards on 
the holy pilgrimage, were a lubjeCt of aftonifli- 
ment to themfelves and to the Greeks. The co- 
pious energy of her language finks under the 
efforts of the princefs Anne 76 : the images of 
locufts, of leaves and flowers, of the fands of 
the fea, or the ftars of heaven, imperfectly re- 
prefent what fhe had feen 'and heard ; and the 
daughter of Alexius exclaims, that Europe was 
loofened from its foundations, and hurled againft 
Afia. The ancient hefts of Darius and Xerxes 
labour under the fame doubt of a vague and in- 
definite magnitude ; but I am inclined to believe, 
that a larger number has never been contained 
vyithin the lines of a Angle camp than at the Aege 
of. Nice, the Aril operation of the Latin princes. 
Their motives, their characters, and. their arms, 
have been already difplayed. Of their troops, the 
mofl numerous portion were natives of France : 

~ 6 Alexias, 1 . x. p. 483. 3^5. Iter faftidious delicacy com- 
plains of their ft range and inarticulate names, and indeed there 
is fcarcely one that (lie has not contrived to disfigure with the 
proud ignorance, fa dear and familiar to a polilhed people. I 
(hall fcle it only one example, Saneelci, for the count of St. 
Gi!e3. 

£4 ' the 
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C Lvin P ’ ^ ow Countries, the banks of the Rhine, and 

» - - • Apulia, fent a powerful reinforcement : fome bands 
of adventurers were drawn from Spain, Lom- 
bardy, and England 77 ; and from the diftant 
bogs and mountains of Ireland or Scotland 78 
iffued fome naked and favage fanatics, ferocious 
at home but unwarlike abroad. Had not fuper- 
ftition condemned the facrilegious prudence of 
depriving the poorelt or weakell Chriftian of 
the merit of the pilgrimage, the ufelefs crowd, 
with mouths, but without hands, might have 
been ftationed in the Greek empire, till their 
companions had opened and fecured the way of 
the Lord. A fmall remnant of the pilgrims, who 
palled the Bofphorus, was permitted to vifit 
the holy fepulchre. Their northern conftitution 
was fcorched by the rays,, and infe&ed by the 
vapours, of a Syrian fun. They confumed, with 
heedlefs prodigality, their ftores of water and 
provifion : their numbers exhaufted the inland 
country; the fea w r as remote, the Greeks were 


’■•’I 


*.‘J* 

•j 

' . f» 


77 William of Malmlbury (who wrote about the year 1130) 
has inferted in his hiftory (1. iv. p. 130—134.) a narrative of the 
firftcrufade: but I *ifh that,inftead of liftening to the tenuemur- ’ 
mur which had paired the Britilh ocean (p. 143.), he had confined 
himfelf to the numbers, families, and adventures of his- coun- 
trymen. I find in Dugdnle, that an Englifh Norman, ^Stephen 
earl of Albemarle and Holdernefle, led the rear-guard with duke '■ 
Robert, at the battle of Antioch (Baronage, part i. p. 61,). 

7* Videres Scotorum apud fe ferocium alias imbellium cuneos 
(Guibert, p. 471.): the crus intrflum, and bifpida cblamji, may 
fuit the Highlanders ; but the finibus uliginofis, may rather apply 
to the Irifh bogs. William of Malmlbury txprcfsly mentions 
the Welfh and Scots, & c. ( 1 . iv. p. 133.) who quitted, the former 
venationem faltuum, the latter familiai'itatem pulicum. 

un- 
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unfriendly, and the Chriftians of every fed fled 
before the voracious and cruel rapine of their 
brethren. In the dire neceflity of famine, they 
fometimes roafted and devoured the flefli of their 
infant or adult captives. Among the Turks and 
Saracens, the idolaters of Europe were rendered 
more odious by the name and reputation of can- 
nibals : the fpies who introduced themfelves into 
the kitchen of Bohemond, were (hewn feveral 
human bodies turning on the fpit ; and the artful 
Norman encouraged a report, which encreafed at 
the fame time the abhorrence and the terror of 
the infidels 19 . 

I have expatiated with pleafure on the firft 
Heps of the crufaders, as they paint the manners 
and character of Europe: but I fhall abridge 
the tedious and uniform narrative of their blind 
atchievements, which were performed by ftrength 
and are defcribed by ignorance. From their firft 
ftation in the neighbourhood of Nicomedia, they 
advanced in fuccefiive divifions ; pafled the con- 
traded limit of the Greek empire ; opened a 
road through the hills, and commenced, by the 
fiege of his capital, their pious warfare againil 
the Turkifh ful tan. His kingdom of Roum ex- 
tended from the Hellefpont to the confines of 
Syria, and barred the pilgrimage of Jerufa- 

79 This cannibal hunger, fometimes real, more frequently an 
artifice ora lye, may be found in Anna Comnena (Alexias, 1 . x. 
p. 288.), Guibert (p. 546.), Kadulph. Cadom. (c. 97.). The 
ftratagem is related by the author of the Gefta Francorum, the 
monk Robert Baldric, and Raymond de8 Agiles, in the fiege and 
famine of Antioch. 
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C Lvm P ’ ^ em: his name was Kilidge-Arflan, orSoliman**, 

■ _ - t - > of the race of Seljuk, and fon of the firft con- 
queror ; and in the defence of a land which the 
Turks confidered as their own, he deferved the 
praife of his enemies, by whom alone he is known 
to pofterity. Yielding to the firft impulfe of the 
torrent, he depofited his family and treafure in 
Nice ; retired to the mountains with fifty thou- 
fand horfe; and twice defcended to affault the 
camps or quarters of the Chriftian befiegers, 
which formed an imperfedt circle of above fix 
■miles. The lofty and folid walls of Nice were 
covered by a deep ditch, and flanked by three 
hundred and feventy towers ; and on the verge of 
Chriftendom, the Moderns were trained in arms 
and inflamed by religion. Before this city, the 
French princes occupied their ftations, and pro- 
fecuted their attacks without correfpondence or 
l'ubordination : emulation prompted their valour ; 
but their valour was fujlied by cruelty, and their 
emulation degenerated into envy and civil dif? 
cord. In the fiege of Nice, the arts and engines 
of antiquity were employed by the Latins j the 
mine and the battering-ram, the tortoife, and the 
belffey or moveable turret, artificial fire, and the 
catapult and balijl, the fling, and the crofs-bow for 


s ° His Mufulman appellation of Soliman is ufed by the Latins, 
and his character is highly embellifhed by Taflo. His Turkilh 
name of Kilidge-Arflan (A. H. 485 — 500. A. D. 1192 — 1206. See 
de Guignes's Tables, tom. i. p. 245.) is employed by the Orien- 
tals, and with fome corruption by the Greeks : but little more 
than his name can be found in the Mahometan writers, who are 
dry and fulky on the fubjetft of the tirft crufade (de Guignes, 
tom. iii. p. ii. p. 10—30.). 

: . . the 
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the calling of Hones and darts s ‘. In tbefpace of c h ap. 
feven weeks, much labour and blood were ex- . _ 

pended, and fome progrefs, efpecially by count 
Raymond, was made on the fide of the befiegers. 

But the Turks could protract their refiftance and 
lecure their efcape, as long as they were mailers 
of the lake 81 Afcanius, which ftretches feveral 
miles to the wellward of the city. The means of 
conquert were fupplied by the prudence and in- 
duftry of Alexius ; a great number of boats was 
tranfported on Hedges from the fea to the lake ; 
they were filled with the moll dextrous of his 
archers ; the flight of the fultana was intercepted j 
Nice was inverted by land and water ; and a Greek 
emifiary perfuaded the inhabitants to accept his 
mailer’s protection, and to fave themfelves, by a 
timely furrender, from the rage of the favages of 
Europe. In the moment of victory, or at leafl 
of hope, the crufaders, thirfting for blood and 
plunder, were awed by the Imperial banner that 
ftreamed from the citadel ; and Alexius guarded 
with jealous vigilance this important conqueft. 

The murmurs of the chiefs were ftifled by ho- 
nour or intereft ; and after an halt of nine days, 
they directed their march towards Phrygia under 
the guidance of a Greek general, whom they 


81 On the fortifications, engines, ar.d fieges of the middle 
ages, fee Muratori (Antiquitat. Italia:, tom. ii. diflert. xxvi. p. 
452 — 5*4.)- The bdfredus , from whence our belfrey, was the 
moveable tower of the ancients (Ducar.ge, tom. i. p. 6c8.). 

81 I cannot forbear remarking the refemblance between the 
fiege and lake of Nice, with the operations of Hernan Cortez 
before Mexico. Sec Dr. Robertfon, Hilt. of America, 1 . v. 

fuf- 
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c HAP' fufpefted of a fecret connivance with the fultan. 
L . The confort and the principal fervants of Soli- 
man had been honourably reflored without ran- 
fom ; and the emperor’s generofity to the mif- 
creants 13 was interpreted as treafon to the Chrif- 
tian caufe. 

Battle of . Soliman was rather provoked than difmayed 
um^A^D. by the °f his capital : he admonilhed his 

1097, July f u bje£l:s and allies of this ftrange invafion of the 
weftern Barbarians ; the Turkifh emirs obeyed 
the call of loyalty or religion ; the Turkman 
hords encamped round his flandard ; and his 
whole force is loofely ftated by the Chriftians at 
two hundred, or even three hundred and fixty, 
thoufand horfe. Yet he patiently waited till they 
had left behind them the fea and the Greek fron- 
tier ; and hovering on the flanks, obferved their 
carelefs and confident progrefs in two columns 
beyond the view of each other. Some miles be- 
fore they could reach Doryheum in Phrygia, the 
left, and leaft numerous, divifion was furprifed, 
and attacked, and almoft opprefied, by the Turk- 
ifh cavalry 84 . The heat of the weather, the clouds 
of arrows, and the barbarous onfet, overwhelmed 

• . J ' i'i 

, Mecreant, a word invented by the French crufaders, and 

confined in that language to its primitive fenfe. It fhould feem, 
that the zeal of our anceftors boiled higher, and that they 
branded every unbeliever as a rafeal. A fimilar prejudice Hill 
lurks in the minds of many who think themfclves Chriftians. 

s 4 Baronius has produced a very doubtful letter to his brother 
Hoger (A. D. 1098, N° 15.). The enemies confided of Mcdes, 
Tertians, Chaldsans : be it fo. The fir ft attack was cum noftro 
ineommodo'; true and tender. But why Godfrey of Bouillon and 
Pugh brothers ? Tancred is ftyled filtus ; of whom ? certainly 
not of Roger, nor of Bohemond. . •« 
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the crufaders ; they loll their order and confi- c /y I ^ I P ' 
dence, and the fainting fight was fullained by — v — > 
the perfonal valour, rather than by the military 
conduct, of Bohemond, Tancred, and Robert 
of Normandy. They were revived by the wel- 
come banners of duke Godfrey, who flew to their 
fuccours with the count of Vermandois, and fixty 
thoufand horfe ; and was followed by Raymond 
of Tholoufe, the bilhop of Puy, and the re- 
mainder of the facred army. Without a moment’s 
paufe, they formed in new order, and advanced 
to a fecond battle. They were received with 
equal refolution ; and, in their common difdain 
for the unwarlike people of Greece and Afia, it 
was confeffed on both fides, that the Turks and 
the Franks were the only nations entitled to the 
appellation of foldiers 85 . Their encounter was 
varied and balanced by the contrail of arms and 
difcipline ; of the direct charge, and wheeling 
evolutions ; of the couched lance, and the bran- 
dilhed javelin ; of a weighty broad-fword, and a 
crooked fabre ; of cumbrous armour, and thin 
flowing robes ; and of the long Tartar bow, and 
the arbaliji or crofs-bow, a deadly weapon, yet 
unknown to the Orientals 86 . As long as the 

Veruntamen dicunt fe efle de Francormn generatione ; et 
quia nullus homo naturaliter debet efle miles nifi Franci et Turci 
(Gefia Franeorum, p. 7.). The fame community of blood and 
valour is attefted by archbiihop Baldric (p. 99.). 

86 Ralijla, Balejlra, Arbakjire. See Muratori, Antiq. tom. ii. 
p. 517 — 524. Ducange, Glofl". Latin, tom. i. p. 531, 33*. In 
the time of Anna Comnena, this weapon, which fhe deferibea 
under the name of Izangra, was unknown in the Eaft (1. x. p. 

391.). By an humane inconflftency, the pope ftrove to prohibit 
ft in Chriftiaa wars. 

horfes 
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chap, horfes were frefh and the quivers full, Solimafl 
. maintained the advantage of the day ; and four 
thoufand Chriftians were pierced by the Turkilh 
arrows. In the evening, fwiftnefs yielded to 
ftrength ; on either fide, the numbers were equal j 
or at leaft as great as any ground could hold, or 
any generals could manage ; but in turning the 
hills, the laft divifion of Raymond and his provin- 
cials was led, perhaps without defign, on the 
rear of an exhaufled enemy ; and the long con- 
a tell was determined. Befides a namelefs arid 
unaccounted multitude, three thoufand Pagan 
knights were {lain in the battle and purfilit ; the 
camp of Soliman was pillaged ; and in the variety 
of precious fpoil, the curiofity of the Latins was 
amufed with foreign arms and apparel, and the 
new afpeft of dromedaries and camels. The 
importance of the victory was proved by the 
hafly retreat of the fultan : referving ten thou- 
fand guards of the relics of his army, Soliniari 
evacuated the kingdom of Roum, and haftened 
to implore the aid, and kindle the referitment, of 
March his Eaftern brethren. In a march of five hirii- 
thc°Lefi«r dred miles, the crufaders traverfed the LefPcr 
Afo, July Afia, through a wafted land and deferted towns, 
bar. without finding either a friend or an enemy, i he 
geographer 87 may trace the pofition of Dory- 
keum, Antioch of Pifidia, Iconium, Archelais, 

*7 The curious reader may compare the clalTic learning of Cel- 
Iarius, and the geographical fcience of d’Anville. William of 
Tyre is the only hidorian of the crufades who has any know- 
ledge of antiquity ; and M. Otter trod almolt in the footfteps of 
the Franks from Conftantinoplc to Antioch (Voyage en T urquie 
ct en Perfe, tom. i. p. 3j — 88.). 

g and 
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and Germanicia, and may compare thofe claflic c L yj^ T p - 
appellations with the modern names of Elkilhehr ■_ > 

the old city, Aklhehr the white city, Cogni, 

Erekli, and Maralh. As the pilgrims palled over 
a defert, where a draught of water is exchanged 
for filver, they were tormented by intolerable 
third: ; and on the banks of the firft rivulet, their 
hafte and intemperance were Hill more pernicious 
to the diforderly throng. They climbed with toil 
and danger the fteep and flippery Tides of mount 
Taurus : many of the foldiers call away their 
arms to fecure their footfleps ; and had not ter- 
ror preceded their van, the long and trembling 
file might have been driven down the precipice 
by an handful of refolute enemies. Two of their 
moll refpe&able chiefs, the duke of Lorraine and 
the count of Tholoufe, were carried in litters : 
Raymond was raifed, as it is faid by miracle, 
from an hopelefs malady ; and Godfrey had been 
torn by a bear, as he purfued that rough and pe- 
rilous chace in the mountains of Pifidia. 

To improve the general conllernation, the cou- Baldwin 
fin of Bohemond and the brother of Godfrey principal 
were detached from the main army with their lity of E- 

J defla 

refpeflive fquadrons of five, and of feven, hun- a.’d. 
dred knights. They over-ran in a rapid career — 
the hills and fea-coall of Cilicia, from Cogni to 
the Syrian gates : the Norman llandard was firft 
planted on the walls of Tarfus and Malmillra ; 
but the proud injultice of Baldwin at length 
provoked the patient and generous Italian ; and 
they turned their confecrated fwords againft each 
other in a private and profane quarrel. Honour 

was 
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CHAP. 

Lvin. 


Siege of 
Antioch, 
A. D. 
1007, Oc- 
tober ax 
— A. D. 
1098, June 
J- 


was the motive, and fame the reward, of Tail- 
ored ; but fortune finiled on the more felfifli en- 
terprife of his rival **. He was called to the aflill- 
ance of a Greek or Armenian tyrant, who had 
been fuffered under the Turkilh yoke to reign 
over the Chriftians of Edefla. Baldwin accepted 
the chara&er of his fon and champion ; but no 
fooner was he introduced into the city, than he 
inflamed the people to the maffacre of his father,* 
occupied the throne and treafure, extended his 
conquefts over the hills of Armenia and the plain 
of Mefopotamia, and founded the firlt principa- 
lity of the Franks or Latins, which fubfifted fifty- 
four years beyond the Euphrates 

Before the Franks could enter Syria, the fum-.t 
mer, and even the autumn, were completely i 
wafted : the fiege of Antioch, or the reparation^ 
and repofe of the army during the winter feafon, t 
was ftrongly debated in their council : the love of n 
arms and the holy fepulchre urged them to ad-ij ' 
vance ; and reafon perhaps was on the fide of » 
refolution, fince every hour of delay abates the ; 
fame and force of the invader, and multiplies the j 
refources of defenfive war. The capital of Syrian 
was protected by the river Orontes ; and the /r«/»:ij 
bridge, of nine arches, derives its name from the' If 


»■ i-tt: on 

88 This detached conqueft of Edefla is beft reprefented by Fill- 
cherius Carnotenfis, or of Chartres (in the colledtions of Bon- 
garfius, Duchefne, and Martenne), the valiant chaplain of count * 
Baldwin (Efprit des Crcifades, tom. h p. 13, 14.). I11 the d»f- 
putes of Uiat prince with Tancrcd, his partiality is encountered 
by the partiality of Kadulphus Cadomenlis, the foldier and hitto- 
rian of the gallant marquis. 

*9 See de Guigncs, Hilt, des Huns, tom. i. p. 456. 

4 mafly 
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maffy gates of the two towers which are con- C ^ I ^ I P * 
ftrudled at either end. They were opened by the v _ — ,, — j 
fword of the duke of Normandy his victory gave 

entrance to three hundred thoufand crufaders, an 
account which may allow fome fcope for Ioffes and 
defertion, but which clearly dete&s much exagge- 
ration in the review of Nice. In the defcription 
of Antioch ®°, it is not eafy to define a middle 
term between her ancient magnificence, under the 
fucceffors of Alexander and Auguftus, and the' 
modern afped of Turkifh defolation. The Te- 
trapolis, or four cities, if they retained their 
name and pofition, muff have left a large vacuity 
in a circumference of twelve miles ; and that mea- 
fure, as well as the number of four hundred 
towers, are not perfe&ly confiftent with the five 
gates, fo often mentioned in the hiltory of the 
liege. Yet Antioch muff have ftill flouriflied as 
a great and populous capital. At the head of 
the Turkifh emirs, Baghifian, a veteran chief, 
commanded in the place : his garrifon was com- 
pofed of fix or feven thoufand horfe, and fifteen 
or twenty thoufand foot : one hundred thoufand 
Moflems are faid to have fallen by the fword ; 
and their numbers were probably inferior to the 
Greeks, Armenians, and Syrians, who had been, 
no more than fourteen years the flaves of the 
houfe of Seljuk. From the remains of a folid 
and flately wall, it appears to have arifen to 

9 ° For Antioch, fee Pococke (Defcription of the Eaft, vol. ii. 
p. i. p. 188 — 193.), Otter (Voyage en Turquie, &c. tom. i. p. 81, 

See.), the Turkilh geographer (in Otter’s notes), the Index 
Geographies of Schultens (ad calcera Bohadin. Vit. Saladin.), 
and Abulfeda (Tabula Syrias, p. 11 5, 116. verf. Reiflte). 

Vol.XI. F the ‘ 
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C Lvni P ’ threefcore feet in the vallies ; and 

wherever lefs art and labour had been applied, 
the ground was .fuppofed to be defended by the 
river, the morafs, and the mountains. Notwith- 
ftanding thefe fortifications, the city had been 
repeatedly taken by the Perfians, the Arabs, the 
Greeks, and the Turks ; fo large a circuit mult 
have yielded many pervious points of attack ; and 
in a liege that was formed about the middle of 
O&ober, the vigour of the execution could alone 
jultify the boldnefs of the attempt. Whatever 
ftrength and valour could perform in the field 
was abundantly difcharged by the champions of 
the crofs : in the frequent occafions of fallies, 
of forage, of the attack and defence of convoys, 
they were often vi&orious ; and we can only 
complain, that their exploits are fometimes en- 
larged beyond the fcale of probability and truth. 
The fword of Godfrey 91 divided a Turk from 
the Ihoulder to the haunch } and one half of 
tire infidel fell to the ground, while the other was 
tranfported by his horfe to the city gate. As * 
Robert of Normandy rode againfi: his antagonift, 

“ I devote thy head,” he pioully exclaimed, “ to 

['jrif 

9' Enfem elevat, eumque a finiftra parte fcapulatum, tanta vir- j- 
tute intorfit ut quod pefhis medium disjunxit fpinam et vitalia 
interrupit, et lie Iubricus enfis fuper crus dextrum integer cxivit ; 
ficque caput integrum cum dextra parte corporis immeriit gur-> n 
gite, partemquc quae equo praefidebat temifit civitati (Robert. 
Mon. p. jo.). Cujus enfe trnjedtus, Turctis duo faftus eft 
Turci; ut inferior alter in urbem equitaret, alter arcitenems inl-G, 
flumine nataret (Radulph. Cadom. c. jj. p. 304.). Yet hejufU-. 
fies the deed by theftuf-enJis viribus of Godfreys and William 
of Tyre covers it by oftupuit populus facti novitate .... mira. 
biiis ( 1 . v. c. 6. p. 701.). Yet it mult not have appeared incre- 
dible to the knights of that age. 

- “ the 
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te the demons of hell j” and that head was in- 
ftantly cloven to the bread by the refidlefs droke 
of his defcending faulchion. But the reality or 
report ' of fuch gigantic prowefs 91 mud have 
taught the Mollems to keep within their walls j 
and againd thofe walls of earth or done, the 
fword and the lance were unavailing weapons. 
In the flow and fucceflive labours of a fiege, the 
crufaders were fupine and ignorant, without {kill 
to contrive, or money to purchafe, or indudry to 
ufe, the artificial engines and implements of 
affault. In the conqued of Nice, they had been 
powerfully aflided by the wealth and knowledge 
of the Greek emperor : his abfence was poorly 
fupplied by fome Genoefe and Pifan veflels, that 
were attra&ed by religion or trade to the coad of 
Syria : the dores were fcanty, the return pre- 
carious, and the communication difficult and 
dangerous. Indolence or weaknefs had prevented 
the Franks from inveding the entire circuit ; 
and the perpetual freedom of two gates relieved 
the wants and recruited the garrifon of the city. 
At the end of feven months, after the ruin of 
their cavalry, and an enormous lofs by famine, 
defertion, and fatigue, the progrefs of the cru- 
faders was imperceptible, and their fuccefs re- 
mote, if the Latin Ulyfles, the artful and ambi- 
tious Bohemond, had not employed the arms of 
cunning and deceit. The Chridians of Antipch 
were numerous and difcontented : Phirouz, a 

9* See the exploits of Robert, Raymond, and the modeft Tan- 
cred, who imp a fed fiknce on his fquire (Radulph. Cadom. 
<■ 5i')‘ 

F 2 Syrian 
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C H A P. Syrian renegado, had acquired the favour of the 
. ' ' . emir and the command of three towers ; and 

the merit of his repentance difguifed to the La- 
tins, and perhaps to himfelf, the foul defign of 
perfidy and treafon. A fecret correfpondence, 
for their mutual intereft, was foon eflablifhed 
between Phirouz and the prince of Tarento ; and 
Bohemond declared in the council of the chiefs, 
that he could deliver the city into their hands. 
But he claimed the fovereignty of Antioch as the 
reward of his fervice; and the propofal which 
had been rejected by the envy, was at length 
extorted from the dillrefs, of his equals. The 
nocturnal furprife was executed by the French 
and Norman princes, who afcended in perfon 
the fcaling-ladders that were thrown from the 
walls : their new profelyte, after the murder of 
his too fcrupulous brother, embraced and intro- 
duced the fervants of Chrifl ; the army ruffled 
through the gates ; and the Moflems foon found, 
that although mercy was hopelefs, refiftance was 
impotent. But the citadel ftill refufed to fur- 
render ; and the victors themfelves were fpeedily 
encompaffed and befieged by the innumerable 
forces of Kerboga, prince of Moful, who, with 
twenty-eight Turkilh emirs, advanced to the deli- 
verance of Antioch. Five-and-twenty days the 
Chriltians fpent on the verge of deftrudtion ; and 
the proud lieutenant of the caliph and the fultan 
left them only the choice of fervitude or death 9i . 

9 ? After mentioning the diftrefs and humble petition of the 
Franks, Abulpharagius adds the haughty reply of Codbuka, or 
Kerboga ; non evafuri elti» nifi per gladium (Dynaft. p. 241.)- 

In 
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In this extremity they colle&ed the relics of their p. 

flrength, fallied from the town, and in a fingle ■ - 1 ~ , T 

memorable day annihilated or difperfed the hoft v t X!° ry 

J . r # * orthecril- 

of Turks and Arabians, which they might fafely faders, 
report to have confided of fix hundred thoufand ^^.June 
men **. Their fupernatural allies I (hall proceed a8 - 
to confider : the human caufes of the vi&ory of 
Antioch were the fearlefs defpair of the Franks ; 
and the furprife, the difcord, perhaps the errors, 
of their unfkilful and prefumptuous adverfaries. 

The battle is defcribed with as much diforder as 
it was fought ; but we may obferve the tent of 
Kerboga, a moveable and fpacious palace, en- 
riched with the luxury of Afia, and capable of 
holding above two thoufand perfons ; we may 
diftinguifh his three thoufand guards, who were 
cafed, the horfes as well as the men, in com- 
'plete fteel. 

In the eventful period of the fiege and defence ™ 1 e c ir a ^' 
'-of Antioch, the crufaders were alternately ex- diftrefsat 
alted by vittory or funk in defpair ; either fwelled Autl0ch ’ 
with plenty or emaciated with hunger. A fpecu- 
Idtive reafoner might fuppofe, that their faith had 
a ftrong and ferious influence on their practice j 

<P* In defcribing the hoft of Kerboga, moft of the Latin bifto- 
- rians, the author of the Gelta (p. 17.). Robert Monachus (p. 56.), 

Baldric (p. in.), Fulcherius Carnotenfis (p. 392 ), Guibert 
(p. 512.*), William of Tyre ( 1 . vi. c. 3. p. 714.), Bernard The- 
faurarius (c. 39. p. 695.), are content with the vague expref- 
tions of infinita multitudo, immenfum agmen, innumene copisc 
or gentes, which correfpond with the fxtra aiapiDfAn-rx* 
of Anna Comnena (Alexias, 1 . xi, p. 318 — 320.). The numbers 
of the Turks are fixed by Albert Aquenfis at 200,000 ( 1 . iv. 
c. 10. p. 242.), and by Radulphus Cadomenfis at 400,000 horfe 
(c. 72. p. 309.). 

F 3 and 
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C Lvm P anc ^ t ^ lat f°^ ers °f cro ^ s > th e deliverers 
L _ ' f of the holy fepulchre, prepared thendelves by a 

fober and virtuous life for the daily contempla- 
tion of martyrdom. Experience blows away jthis 
charitable illufion : and feldom does the hiftory 
of profane war difplay fuch fcenes of intem- 
perance and proflitution as were exhibited under 
the walls of Antioch. The grove of Daphne no 
longer flourifhed ; but the Syrian air was Hill 
impregnated with the fame vices ; the Chriflians 
were feduced by every temptation 95 that nature 
either prompts or reprobates j the authority of 
the chiefs was defpifed ; and fermons and edifts 
were alike fruitlefs againfl: thofe fcandalous dif- 
- orders, not lefs pernicious to military difcipline, 
than repugnant to evangelic purity. In the firft 
days of the fiege and the pofleffion of Antioch, 
the Franks confumed with wanton and thought- 
lefs prodigality the frugal fubfi Hence of weeks 
and months : the defolate country no longer 
yielded a fupply ; and from that country they 
were at length excluded by the arms of the be* 
fieging Turks. Difeafe, the faithful companion 
of want, was envenomed by the rains of the 
. winter, the fummer heats, unwholefome food, 

and the clofe imprifonment of multitudes. The 
pictures of famine and peftilence are always the 
fame, and always difguftful ; and our imagina- 
tion may fugged the nature of their fufferings and 
" their refources. The remains of treafure or fpoil 
/ 

95 See the tragic and fcandalous fate of an archdeacon of royal 
birth, who was (lain by the Turks as he repofed in an orchard, 
playing at dice with a Syrian concubiue. 

were 
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were eagerly lavifhed in the purchafe of the vileft 
nouriftiment ; and dreadful mull have been the — v — -J 

calamities of the poor, fince, after paying three * 
marks of filver for a goat and fifteen for a lean 
camel ° 6 , the count of Flanders was reduced to 
beg a dinner, and duke Godfrey to borrow an 
horfe. Sixty thoufand horfes had been reviewed 
in the camp : before the end of the fiege they 
were diminifhed to two thoufand, and fcarcely 
two hundred fit for fervice could be muftered on 
the day of battle. Weaknefs of body, and terror 
of mind, extinguilhed the ardent enthufiafm of 
the pilgrims ; and every motive of honour and 
religion was fubdued by the defire of life 9 \ 

Among the chiefs, three heroes may be found 
without fear or reproach : Godfrey of Bouillon 
was fupported by his magnanimous piety ; Bohe- 
mond by ambition and intereft ; and Tancred 
declared, in the true fpirit of chivalry, that as 
long as he was at the head of forty knights, he 
would never relinquifh the enterprife of Paleftine. 

But the count iof Tholoufe and Provence was 
fufpe&ed of a voluntary indifpofition ; the duke 
of Normandy was recalled from the fea-ihore by 

¥> The value of an ox rofe from five folidi (fifteen (hillings) at 
Chriltmas to two marks (four pounds), and afterwards much 
higher : a kid or lamb, from one (hillir.g'to eighteen of our pre- 
fent money : in the fecond famine, a loaf of bread, or the head 
of an an : mal, fold for a piece of gold. More examples might be 
produced; but it is the ordinary, not the extraordinary, prices, 
that deferve the notice of the philofopher. 

97 Alii multi, quorum nominal non tenemus, quia deleta de 
libro vitae praefenti ope^i non fnnt inferenda (Will. Tyr 1 . vi. c. 5. 
p. 715.). Guibert (p. 518. 513.) attempts to excufe Hugh the 
Great, and even Stephen of Chartres. 
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c^AP. the cenfures of the church; Hugh the Great, 
v though he led the vanguard of the battle, em- 

braced an ambiguous opportunity of returning to 
France ; and Stephen count of Chartres bafely 
deferted the ftandard which he bore, and the 
council in which he prefided. The foldiers were 
difcouraged by the flight of William vifcount 
of Melun, furnamed the Carpenter , from the 
weighty ftrokes of his axe ; and the faints were 
fcandalifed by the fall of Peter the Hermit, who, 
after arming Europe againft Afia, attempted to 
efcape from the penance of a necefi'ary fall. Of 
the multitude of recreant warriors, the names 
(fays an hiftorian) are blotted from the book of 
life; and the opprobrious epithet of the rope- 
dancers was applied to the deferters who dropt 
in the night from the walls of Antioch. The 
emperor Alexius 9 *, who feemed to advance to 
the fuccour of the Latins, was difmayed by the 
affurante of their hopelefs condition. They ex- 
pected their fate in lilent defpair ; oaths and 
punifhments were tried without effeCt ; and to 
roufe the foldiers to the defence of the walls, it 
was found neceflfary to fet fire to their quarters. 
Legend of For their falvation and victory, they were in- 
Lana°' y debted to the fame fanaticifm which had led them 
to the brink of ruin. In fuch a caufe, and in 
fuch an army, vifions, prophecies, and miracles, 
were frequent and familiar. In the diltrefs of 

■4 • . 

• % * # 

9 s See the progrefs of the crufade, the retreat of Alexius, 
the viiftory of Antioch, and the conqueft of Jerufalem, in the 
Alexiad, J. xi. p. 317 — 317. Anna was fo prone to exaggeration, 
that the magnifies the exploits of the Latina. 

, -r Antioch, 
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Antioch, they were repeated with unufual energy C L ** ^ p. 
and fuccefs : St. Ambrofe had allured a pious y — 
ecclefiaftic, that two years of trial mull precede 
the feafon of deliverance and grace ; the deferters 
were flopped by the prefence and reproaches of 
Chrill himfelf ; the dead had promifed to arife 
and combat with their brethren ; the Virgin had 
obtained the pardon of their fins ; and their con- 
fidence was revived by a vifible fign, the feafon- 
able and fplendid difcovery of the holy lance. 

The policy of their chiefs has on this occafion 
been admired, and might furely be excufed ; but 
a pious fraud is feldom produced by the cool 
confpiracy of many perfons ; and a voluntary im- 
poftor might depend on the fupport of the wife 
and the credulity of the people. Of the diocefe 
of Marfeilles, there was a prieft of low cunning 
and loofe manners, and his name was Peter Bar- 
tholemy. He prefented himfelf at the door of 
the council-chamber, to difclofe an apparition of 
St. Andrew, which had been thrice reiterated in 
v his fleep, with a dreadful menace, if he pre- 
j fumed to fupprefs the commands of heaven. “ At. 

“ Antioch,” faid the apoftle, “ in the church of 
-■if* my brother St. Peter, near the high altar, is 
m concealed the fteel head of the lance that 
pierced the fide of our Redeemer. In three 
“ days, that inftrument of eternal, and now of 
** temporal, falvation, will be manifefted to his 
difciples. Search and ye lhali find: bear it 
aloft in battle j and that myftic weapon lhali 
** penetrate the fouls of the mifcreants.” The 
pope’s legate, the bilhop of Puy, affetted to liften 

with 


Digitized by Google 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 


n 

C j vm P c °ldnef* an d diftruft ; but the revelation was 
L ' j eagerly accepted by count Raymond, whom hi* 
faithful fubjeCt, in the name of the apoftie, had 
chofen for the guardian of the holy lance. The 
experiment was refolved ; and on the third day, 
after a due preparation of prayer and falling, the 
pried of Marfeilles introduced twelve trufty fpec- 
tators, among whom were the count and his chap- 
lain ; and the church-doors were barred againft 
the impetuous multitude. The ground was opened 
in the appointed place ; but the workmen, who 
relieved each other, dug to the depth of twelve 
feet without difcovering the objeCt of their fearch. 
In the evening, when count Raymond had with- 
drawn to his poll, and the weary afliftants began 
tor murmur, Bartholemy, in his Ihirt, and with- 
, out his Ihoes, boldly defcended into the pit ; the 

darknefs of the hour and of the place enabled 
him to fecrete and depofit the head of a Saracen 
lance ; and the firft found, the firft gleam, of the 
fteel, was faluted with a devout rapture. The 
holy lance was drawn from its recefs, wrapt in a 
veil of filk and gold, and expofed to the vene- 
ration of the crufaders ; their anxious fufpenfe 
burll forth in a general Ihout of joy and hope, 
and the defponding troops were again inflamed 
with the enthufiafm of valour. Whatever had 
been the arts, and whatever might be the fenti- 
ments of the chiefs, they Ikilfully improved this 
fortunate revolution by every aid that difcipline 
and devotion could afford. The foldiers were 
difmiffed to their quarters with an injunction to 
fortify their minds and bodies for the approach- 

big 
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ing conflict, freely to beftow their laft pittance on 
themfelves and their hori'es, and to expert with 
the dawn of day the fignal of vi&'ory. On the 
feftival of St. Peter and St. Paul, the gates of 
Antioch were thrown open ; a martial pfalm, 
tc Let the Lord arife, and let his enemies be feat* 
“ tered 1” was chaunted by a proceflion of priefts 
and monks ; the battle array vfas marfhalled in 
twelve divifions, in honour of the twelve apoftles ; 
and the holy lance, in the abfence of Raymond, 
was entrulled to the hands of his chaplain. The 
influence of this relic or trophy was felt by the 
fervants, and perhaps by the enemies, of Chrift 98 ; 
and its potent energy was heightened by an acci- 
dent, a ftratagem, or a rumour, of a miraculous 
complexion. Three knights, in white garments 
and refplendent arms, either iflued, or feemed to 
iffue, from the hills : the voice of Adhemar, the 
pope’s legate, proclaimed them as the martyrs 
St. George, St. Theodore, and St. Maurice ; the 
tumult of battle allowed no time for doubt or 
ferutiny ; and the welcome apparition dazzled the 
eyes or the imagination of a fanatic army. In 
the feafon of danger and triumph, the revelation 
of Bartholemy of Marfeilles was unanimoully af- 
ferted ; but as foon as the temporary fervice was 
accomplifhed, the perfonal dignity and liberal 
alms which the count of Tholoufe derived from 
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99 The Mahometan Aboulmahafen (apud de Guignes, tom. ii. 
p. ii. p. 95.) is more correct in his account of the holy lance 
than the Chriftians, Anna Comnena and Abulpbaragius : the 
Greek princefs confounds it with a nail of the crofs (1 xi. p. 3*6.) j 
the Jacobite primate, with St. Peter’s ftaff fp. 14*.). 
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CH]AP. the cuftody of the holy lance, provoked the envy, 
Vj — , and awakened the reafon, of his rivals. A Nor- 
man clerk prefumed to fift, with a phifofophic 
fpirit, the truth of the legend, the circumftances 
of the difcovery, and the character of the pro- 
phet ; and the pious Bohemond afcribed their 
deliverance to the merits and interceflion of Chrifl: 
alone. For a while, the Provincials defended 
their national palladium with clamours and arms ; 
and new vifions condemned to death and hell 
the profane fceptics, who prefumed to fcrutinife 
the truth and merit of the difcovery. The pre- 
valence of incredulity compelled the author to 
fubmit his life and veracity to the judgment of 
God. A pile of dry faggots, four feet high, and 
fourteen long, was erefted in the midft of the 
camp $ the flames burnt fiercely to the elevation 
of thirty cubits ; and a narrow path of twelve 
inches was left for the perilous trial. The un- 
fortunate priefl: of Marfeilles traverfed the fire 
with dexterity and fpeed ; but his thighs and 
belly were fcorched by the intenfe heat ; he ex- 
pired the next day ; and the logic of believing 
minds will pay fome regard to his dying pro- 
teftations of innocence and truth. Some efforts 
were made by the Provincials to fubftitute a crofs, 
a ring, or a tabernacle, in the place of the holy 
lance, which foon vanifhed in contempt and ob- 
livion IO °. Yet the revelation of Antioch is 

gravely 

ioo The two antagonifts who exprefs the moft intimate know- 
ledge and the ftrongeft convi&ion of the miracle, and of the 
fraud, are Raymond dea Agiles, and Radulphus Cadomenfi», 
the one attached to the count of Thouloufe, the other to the 

Normaa 
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gravely aflerted by fucceeding hiftorians; and 
fuch is the progrefs of credulity, that miracles, 
moll; doubtful on the fpot and at the moment, 
will be received with implicit faith at a conve- 
nient diftance of time and fpace. 

The prudence or fortune of the Franks had 
delayed their iuvafion till the decline of the 
Turkilh empire ,0 ‘. Under the manly govern- 
ment of the three firfl fultans, the kingdoms of Alia, 
were united in peace and jullice ; and the innu- 
merable armies which they led in perfon were 
equal in courage, and fuperior in difcipline, to 
the Barbarians of the W eft. But at the time of 
the crufade, the inheritance of Malek Shaw was 
difputed by his four fons ; their private ambition 
was infenfible of the publick danger ; and, in the 
viciffitudes of their fortune, the royal vaflals were 
ignorant, or regardlefs, of the true object of their 
allegiance. The twenty-eight emirs, who march- 
ed with the ftandard of Kerboga, were his rivals 
or enemies j their hafty levies were drawn from 
the towns and tents of Mefopotamia and Syria ; 
and the Turkilh veterans were employed or con- 
fumed in the civil wars beyond the Tigris. The 
caliph of Egypt embraced this opportunity of 
weaknefs and difeord, to recover his ancient pof- 
feffions ; and his fultan Aphdal befieged Jerufa- 
1pm and Tyre, expelled the children of Ortok, 

Norman prince. Fulcherius Carnotenfis prefumes to fay, au- 
dite fraudem et non fraudem ! and afterwards, invenit lan- 
ccam, feliaciter occultatam forfitan. The reft of the herd are 
loud and ltrenuous. . . : 

»°* See M. de Guignes (tom. ii. p. ii. p. »ij, &c.) ; and the 
article* of Barkiarok, Mabammtd, Stmgior, iu d’Herbelot. . 

.• •’<. and 
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C Lvnj P " anc ^ re ^ :ore ^ * n Paleftine the civil and ecclefiaftical 

■ v -, f authority of the Fatimites *°\ They heard with 

aftonilhment of the vaft armies of Chriftians that 
had palled from Europe to Afia, and rejoiced in 
the fieges and battles which broke the power of 
the Turks, the adverfaries of their fe£t and mo- 
narchy. But the fame Chriftians were the ene- 
mies of the prophet ; and from the overthrow of 
Nice and Antioch, the motive of their enterprife, 
which was gradually underftood, would urge 
them forwards to the banks of the Jordan, or 
perhaps of the Nile. An intercourfe of epiftles 
and embaffies, which rofe and fell with the events 
of war, was maintained between the throne of 
Cairo and the camp of the Latins ; and their ad- 
verfe pride was the refult of ignorance and en- 
thufiafm. The minifters of Egypt declared in 
an haughty, or infinuated in a milder, tone, that 
their fovereign, the true and lawful commander 
of the faithful, had refcued Jerufalem from the 
Turkifh yoke ; and that the pilgrims, if they 
would divide their numbers, and lay afide their 
aims, fhould find a fafe and hofpitable reception 
at the fepulchre of Jefus. In the belief of their 
loft condition, the caliph Moftali defpifed their 
arms and imprifoned their deputies : the conqueft 
and victory of Antioch prompted him to folicit * 
thofe formidable champions with gifts of horfes 

101 The emir, or fultan Aphdal, recovered Jertifalem and 
Tyre, A. H. 489 (Kenaudot, Hitt. Patriarch. Alexandria p. 478. 
de Guignes, tom. i. p. 249. from Abulfeda and Ben Schounah). 
Jerufalem ante adventum veflrum recuperavimus, TurCoa ejeci- 
iuus, fay the Falimite ambafiadors. 

and 
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and filk robes, of vafes, and purfes of gold and C J I {.[J I P * 
iilver; and in his eftimate of their merit or 
power, the firlt place was afligned to Bohemond, 
and the fecond to Godfrey. In either fortune 
the anfwer of the crufaders was firm and uniform : 
they difdained to enquire into the private claims 
or poffeffions of the followers of Mahomet : what- 
foever was his name or nation, the ufurper of 
Jerufalem was their enemy ; and inftead of preferr- 
ing the mode and terms of their pilgrimage, 
it was only by a timely furrender of the city 
and province, their facred right, that he could 
deferve their alliance, or deprecate their impend- 
ing and irrefiflible attack ,os . 

Yet this attack, when they were w ithin the Delay of 
▼lew and reach of their glorious prize, was fuf- 
pended above ten months after the defeat of Ker- A - D. 

•» j ^ g 

boga. The zeal and courage of the crufaders July— 
were chilled in the moment of victory : and, in- 
Head of marching to improve the confternation, May. 
they haftily difperfed to enjoy the luxury, of 
Syria. The caufes of this ftrange delay may be 
found in the want of ftrength and fubordination. 

In the painful and various fervice of Antioch, 
the cavalry was annihilated ; many thoufands of 
every rank had been loft by famine, ficknefs, 
and defertion : the fame abufe of plenty had been 
productive of a third famine ; and the alternative 

105 See the tranfa&ions between the caliph of Egypt and the 
crufaders, in William of Tyre (L iv. c. 54. 1 . vi. c. 19.) and Albert 
Aquenfis ( 1 . iii. c. 59.), who are more fenlible of their import- 
ance, than the contemporary writers. 
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CjH AjP. of intemperance and didrefs, had generated a 
pedilence, which fwept away above fifty thou- 
fand of the pilgrims. Few were able to command, 
and none were willing to obey: the domeftic 
feuds, which had been ftifled by common fear, 
were again renewed in acts, or at leaft in fienti- 
ments, of hoftility; the fortune of Baldwin and 
Bohemond excited the envy of their companions ; 
the braved knights w'ere enlifted for the defence 
of their new principalities ; and count Raymond 
exhaufted his troops and treafures in an idle ex- 
pedition into the heart of Syria. The winter was 
confumed in difcord and diforder ; a fenfe of ho- 
nour and religion was rekindled in the fpring j 
and the private foldiers, lefs fufceptible of ambi- 
tion and jealoufy, awakened with angry clamours 
Their the indolence of their chiefs. In the month of 
Jerusalem May, the relics of this mighty hod proceeded 
A. D. from Antioch to Laodicea ; about forty thoufand 
May 99 — Latins, of whom no more than fifteen hundred 
June 6. horfe, and twenty thoufand foot, were capable of 
immediate fervice. Their eafy march was con- 
tinued between mount Libanus and the fea-fhore ; 
their wants were liberally fupplied by the coading 
traders of Genoa and Pifa ; and they drew large 
contributions from the emirs of Tripoli, Tyre, 
Sidon, Acre, and Ctefarea, who granted a free 
paffage, and promifed to follow the example of 
Jerufalem. From Csefarea they advanced into 
the midland country ; their clerks recognifed the 
facred geography of Lydda, Ramla, Emaus, 
and Bethlem, and as foon as they defcried the 

holy 
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Si 


holy city, the crufaders forgot their toils and C Lvm P * 
claimed their reward ,0 \ * > __ , 

Jerufalem has derived fome reputation from siege and 
the number and importance of her memorable “ 
fieges. It was not till after a long and obflinate falero, 
contefl that Babylon and Rome could prevail f o9 ^‘ 
againfl the obftinacy of the people, the craggy 
ground that might fuperfede the neceffity of for- 
tifications, and the walls and towers that would 
have fortified the mod acceflible plain ,os . Thefe 
obftacles were diminilhed in the age of the cru- 
fades. The bulwarks had been completely de- 
ftroyed and imperfectly reftored : the Jews, then- 
nation and worfhip, were for ever banifhed ; but 1 
nature is lefs changeable than man, and the fite 
of Jerufalem, though fomewhat foftened and 
fomewhat removed, was ftill ftrong againfl the 
affaults of an enemy. By the experience of a 
recent fiege, and a three years poffefiion, the Sa- 
racens of Egypt had been taught to difeern, and 
in fome degree to remedy, the defers of a place, 
which religion as well as honour forbade them 
to refign. Aladin or Iftikhar, the caiiph’s lieu- 
tenant, was entrufled with the defence : his 
policy ftrove to reflrain the native Chriflians by 
the dread of their own ruin and that of the holy 

,0+ The greateft part of the march of the Franks is traced, and 
moft accurately traced, in Maundrell's Journey from Aleppo to 
Jerufalem (p. u — 67.), un des meilleurs morceaux, tans con- 
tredit, qu’on ait dans ce genre (d’Anville, Me moire lur Jerufalem, 
p. *7.). 

,0J See the mafterly defeription of Tacitus (Hilt. v. ri, 13, 

13.), who fuppofes, that the Jewilh lawgivers had provided for 
a perpetual ftate of heftility agaiuft the reft of mankind. 

Vol. XI. G fcpulghre j 
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CHAP, fepulchre j to animate the Moflems by the alFur- 
v ' "_ f ance of temporal and eternal rewards. His gar- 

rifon is faid to have confifted of forty thoufand 
Turks and Arabians ; and if he could mufter 
twenty thoufand of the inhabitants, it muft: be' 
confefied that the befieged were more numerous 
than the befieging army ,oe . Had the diminiflied) 
ftrength and numbers of the Latins allowed them< 
to grafp the whole circumference of four thoufand. 
yards (about two Englifh miles and a half 107 ), to 
what ufeful purpofe fhould they have defcended? 
into the valley of Ben Himmon and torrent of Ce- 
dron ,os , or approached the precipices of the South 
and Eafl, from whence they had nothing either 
to hope or fear ? Their fiege was more reafonably, 

I0 6 The lively fcepticifm of Voltaire is balanced with fcnfe andr 
erudition by the French author of the Efprit des Croifades (tom. 
iv. p. 386 — 388.), who obferves, that according to the Arabians, 
the inhabitants of Jerufalem muft have exceeded aoo.ooo j that 
in the fiege of Titus, Jofephus coliedta 1 ,300,000 Jews; that 
they are ftated by Tacitus himfelf at 600,000, and that tin; 
largeft defalcation, that his accrpimtis can juftify, will ltill leave 
them more numerous than the Roman army. 

*°7 Maimdreli, who diligently perambulated the walls, foun 4 ' 
a circuit of 4630 paces, or 4167 Englifh yards (p. 10.9, no.): 
from an authentic plan, d’Anville concludes a meafure nearly 
iimilar of i960 French taifes (p. 23 •— 49.), in his fearce and 
valuable tradt. For the topography of Jerufalem, fee Reland 
(Paleftina, tom. ii. p. 83a — 860.). 

108 Jerufalem was pofiefied only of the torrent of Kedron, dry 
in fummer, and of the little i'pring or brook of Siloe (Reland* 
tom. i. p. 494. 300.). Both Grangers and natives complained of 
the want of water, which in time of war was ftudioufly aggra- 
vated. Within the city, Tacitus mentions a perennial fountain; 
an aqueduA, and citterns for rain water. '1 he aquednft was 
conveyed from the rivulet Tekoe or Etham, which is likewife 
mentioned by Bohadin (in Vit. Stdadin. p. 23?.). 

directed 
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direded againft the northern and weftern fides of c h ap. 
the city. Godfrey of Bouillon erected his ftan- . 

dard on the firft fwell of mount Calvary : to the 
left, as far as St. Stephen’s gate, the line of attack 
was continued by Tancred and the two Roberts; 
and count Raymond efiablifhed his quarters from 
the citadel to the foot of mount Sion, which was , 
no longer included within the precincts of the. 
city. On the fifth day, the crufaders made ? ge-, 
neral aflault, in the fanatic hope of battering, 
down the walls without engines, and of fcaling . ' 
them without ladders. By the dint of .brutal 
force,- they burft the barrier, but they were 
driven back with fhame and daughter to the 
camp : the influence of vifion and prophecy was 
deadened by the too frequent abufe of thofe 
pious ftratagems ; and time and labour were 
found to be the only means of victory. The 
time of the fiege was indeed fulfilled in forty: 
days, but they v/ere forty days of calamity and 
anguifh. A repetition of the old complaint of 
famine may be imputed in fome degree to the 
roracious or diforderly appetite of the Franks ; 
but the ftony foil of Jerufalem is almofi: deftitute 
of water ; the fcanty fprings and hafty torrents, 
were dry in the fbmmer feafon ; nor was the 
third of the befiegers relieved, as in the city, 
by the artificial fupply of cifterns and aqueduds. 

The circumjacent country is equally deftitute of 
trees for the ufes of fhade or building ; but 
fome large beams were difcovered in a cave by 
the crufaders : a wood near Sichem, the enchanted 
G 2 grove 
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CHAP, grove of Taffo ,e V was cut down: the neceffary 
. ■ timber was tranfported to the camp by the 

vigour and dexterity of Tancred ; and the en-“ 
gines were framed by fome Genoefe artifls, who 
had fortunately landed in the harbour of Jaffa. 
Two moveable turrets were conflru&ed at the 
expence, and in the flations, of the duke of Lor- 
raine and the count of Tholoufe, and rolled for- 
wards with devout labour, not to the mofl accef- 

l < , 

fible, but to the mofl negle&ed, parts of the for- 
tification. Raymond’s tower was reduced to 
afhes by the fire of the befieged, but his col- 
league was more vigilant and fuccefsful; the 
enemies were driven by his archers from the ram- 
part ; the draw-bridge was let down ; and on a 
Friday at three in the afternoon, the day and 
hour of the Paffion, Godfrey of Bouillon flood 
victorious on the walls of Jerufalem. - His ex- 
ample was followed on every fide by the emula- v 
tion of valour ; and . about four hundred and 
fixty years after the conquefl of Omar, the holy 
city was refeued from the Mahometan yoke. In 
the pillage of public and private wealth, the ad- 
venturers had agreed to refpeft the exclufive pr6- 
perty of the firft occupant ; and the fpoils of the 
great mofeh, feventy lamps and maffy vafes of 
gold and filver, rewarded the diligence, and dis- 
played the generofity, of Tancred. A bloody 
facrificc was offered by his miftaken votaries to 

' ■ .YQ , 

,c 9 Oierulalemme Liberals, canto xiii. It is pleafant enough 
lo obfervp how Tafldf has copied and erabelliflitd the minuted 
details of the fiege. r. * 

the 
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the God of the Chriftians : reflflance might pro- c ^ 
voke, but neither age nor fex could mollify, ■ _ ' ( 

their implacable rage : they indulged themfelves 
three days in a promifcuous maffacre ; and the 
infection of the dead bodies produced an epide- 
.mical difeafe. After fevcnty thoufand Moflems 
had been put to the fvvord, and the harmlefs 
Jews had been burnt in their fynagogue, they 
could ftill referve a multitude of captives, whom 
intereft or laflitude perfuadcd them to fpare. Of 
thefe favage heroes of the crofs, Tancred alone 
betrayed fome fentiments of companion ; yet we 
may praife the more felfifh lenity of Raymond, 
who granted a capitulation and fafe conduct to 
the garrifon of the citadel The holy fepul- 
chre was now free ; and the bloody victors pre- 
pared to accomplilh their vow. Bareheaded and 
barefoot, with contrite hearts, and in an humble 
pofture, they afcended the hill of Calvary, amidft 
the loud anthems of the clergy ; killed the ftone 
..which had covered the Saviour of the world ; and 
Jt>edewed with tears of joy and penitence the mo- 
pxument of their redemption. This union of the 
fierceft and molt tender paffions has been vari- 

i • ■•••'. ' 

•j *>° Befides the Latins, who are not afhamed of the maflacrr, 
fee Elmacin (Hill. Saracen, p. 363.), Abulpharagius (Dynatt. p. 

- ais.), ind M. de Guignes (tom. ii. p. ii. p. 99.), from Aboultna-- 
.hafeu. [ A. 

1,1 phc old tower Pfephina,' in the middle ages NebloCt, 
was named Caltellum Pifcnum, from the patriarch Daimbert. It 
is ftill the citadel, the refidence of the Turkifli aga, and com-* 
mauds a prafpedl of the Dead Sea, Judea, and Arabia (d’Anville, 
p. 19—13.). It wa* likewife called the Tower of Daeid, rvtftc 

ir»H/4iyil)if+T{, . ■ • 

!- 
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C /vHf r * considered by two philofophers ; by the 

one' 11 , as eafy and natural ; by the other ,,s , as 

abfurd and incredible. Perhaps it is too rigor- 
oufly applied to the fame perfons and the fame 
hour : the example of the virtuous Godfrey 
awakened the piety of his companions ; while 
they cleanfed their bodies, they purified their 
minds; nor fliall I believe that the mod ardent 
in daughter and rapine were the foremofi: in the 
proceflion to the holy fepulchre. 

ElcfHon Eight days after this memorable event, which 
of GtHU* pope Urban did not live to hear, the Latin 

Bouillon chiefs proceeded to the ele&ion of a king, to 

A. D. guard and govern their conqucfts in Palefiine, 

juiy^L Hugh the Great, and Stephen of Chartres, 

weo retired with fome Iofs of reputation, 

July 18. which they Strove to regain by a fecond crufade 
and an honourable death. Baldwin was eftab- 
lifhed at Edelfa, and Bohemond at Antioch, and 
two Roberts, the duke of Normandy 1,4 and the 
. count of Flanders, preferred their fair inherit- 

ance in the Weft, to a doubtful competition or a 
barren feeptre. The jealoufy and ambition of 
Raymond were condemned by his own followers* 

and the free, the juft, the unanimous voice of 
% 

1,1 Hume, in his Hiftory of England, vol. i. p. 311, 31s. oftavQ 
(edition. 

"* Voltaire, in his Eftai fur 1 ’Hiftoirc Generale, tom. ii. c. 54. 

P: 345 » 346 . , , 

'*4 The Englifh aferibe to Robert of Normandy, and the Pro- 
vincials to Raymond of Tholoufc, the glory of refuting the 
crown; but the honed voice of tradition has preferved the me- 
mory of the ambition and revenge (Villchardouin, N° »36.)of the . ; 

count of St. Giles'. lie died at the liege of Tripoli, which was 
y.o.Tefied by his defcer.dants. 

the 
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the army, proclaimed Godfrey of Bouillon the 
firft and moll worthy of the champions of Chrift- 
endom. His magnanimity accepted a truft as 
full of danger as of glory ; but in a city where 
his Saviour had been crowned with thorns, the 
devout pilgrim rejected the name and enfigns <?f 
royalty; and the founder of the kingdom of 
Jerufalem contented himfelf with the modefl 
title of Defender and Baron of the Holy Sepul- 
chre. His government of a fingle year*' 5 , too 
fhort for the public happinefs, was interrupted in 
the firft fortnight by a fummons to the field by 
the approach of the vizir or fultan of Egypt, 
who had been too flow to prevent, but who was 
impatient to avenge, the lofs of Jerufalem. His 
total overthrow in the battle of Afcalon fealed 
the eftabliftiment of the Latins in Syria, and fig- 
nalized the valour of the French princes, who in 
this a&ion bade a long farewel to the holy wars. 
Some glory might be derived from the pro- 
digious inequality of numbers, though I fhall 
not count the myriads of horfe and foot on 
the fide of the Fatimites ; but, except three 
thoufand Ethiopians or blacks, who were armed 
Ttvith flails, or fcourges of iron, the Barbarians of 
the Soutl fled on the firft onfet, and afforded a 
pleafing comparifon between the aftive valour of 
the Turks and the floth and effeminacy of the 
natives of Egypt. After fufpending before the 
holy fepulchre the fword and ftandard of the 
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,J s See the eleftion, the battle of Afcalon, &c. in William of 
Tyre, 1 . ix. c. 1 — 12. and, in the conclufiou of the Latin hifto- 
rians of the firft crufade. - • 
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chap, fultan, the new king (he deferves the title) em- 
i , :- t '_f braced his departing companions, and could 
retain only with the gallant Tancred three hun- 
dred knights, and two thoufand foot foldiers, for 
the defence of Paleftine. His fovereignty was foon 
attacked by a new enemy, the only one againft 
whom Godfrey was a coward. Adheinar, bifhop 
of Puy, who excelled both in council and aCtion, 
had been fwept away in the Iaft plague of An- 
v” tioch : the remaining ecclefiaftics preferved only 
.. . the pride and avarice of their character ; and 
their feditious clamours had required that the 
choice of a bilhop fhould precede that of a king. 
The revenue and jurifdiction of the lawful pa- 
« triarch were ufurped by the Latin clergy : the 
exclufion of the Greeks and Syrians was juftified 
by the reproach of herefy or fchifm 116 ; and, un- 
der the iron yoke of their deliverers, the Oriental 
Chriftians regretted the tolerating government of 
the Arabian caliphs. Daimbert, archbifhop of 
Pifa, had long been trained in the fecret policy of 
Rome : he brought a fleet of his countrymen to 
the fuccour of the Holy Land, and was inflated, * 
without a competitor, the fpiritual and temporal 
head of the church. The new patriarch 111 im- 
mediately grafped the fceptre which had been 
acquired by the toil and blood of the victorious 
pilgrims ; and both Godfrey and Bohemond fub- 
mittcd to receive at his hands the invcftiture of 

1 

1,6 Renaudot, Hid. Patriarch. Alex, p.479. 

*» 7 See the claims of the patriarch Daimbert, in William of 
l yre ( 1 . ix. c. 15— iS. x. 4. 7. 9.), who afitrts with marvellous 
candour the independence of the conquerors and kings of Jeru- 
(irlCUi, , . . ’ ' ' 

.. '- •> ’.v- .7 .. » . • their 

st* :x 
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their feudal poffeffions. Nor -was this fufficient; 
Daimbert claimed the immediate property of 
jerufalem and Jaffa : inftead of a firm and gene- 
rous refufal, the hero negociated with the prieft; 
a quarter of either city was ceded to the church ; 
and the modeft bifhop was fatisfied with an even- 
tual reverfion of the reft, on the death of God- 
frey without children, or on the future acquifi- 
tion of a new feat at Cairo or Damafcus. 

Without this indulgence, the conqueror would 
have almoft been ftripped of his infant kingdom, 
which confifted only of Jerufalem and Jaffa, with 
about twenty villages and towns of the adjacent 
country “ 8 . Within this narrow verge, the Ma- 
hometans were ftill lodged in fome impregnable 
caftles ; and the hulbandman, the trader, and the 
pilgrim, were expofed to daily and domeftic hof- 
tility. By the arms of C odfrey himfelf, and of 
the two Baldwins, his brother and coufin, who 
fucceeded to the throne, the Latins breathed with 
more eafe and fafety ; and at length they equal- 
led, in the extent of their dominions, though not 
in the millions of their fubjects, the ancient 
princes of Judah and Ifrael “ 9 . After the reduc- 
tion of the maritime cities of Laodicea, Tripoli, 

Tyre, 

■* i » - i 

1,3 Willerm. Tyr. . 1 . x. 19. The Hiftoria Hierofolimita of 
Jacobus a Vitriaco ( 1 . i. c. 11 — 50.). and the Secreta Fidelium 
Crdcis of Marinus Sanutus ( 1 . iii. p. i.)» dcfcribe the date and 
tonquefts-of the Latin kingdom of Jerufalem. 

>‘9 An aftual muder, not including the tribes of Levi and Ben- 
jamin, gave David an army of 1,300,000, or 1,574,000 fighting 
men ; which, with the addition of women, children, and (laves, 
may imply a population of thirteen millions, in a country fixty 
leagues in length, and thirty broad. The honed and rational 
he Qlerc (Comment, on jJ Samuel xxiv. and i st Chronicles xxi. 

atftuat 


h 

CHAP. 

Lvm. 

) 


The king- 
dom of Je- 
rufalem, 
A. D. 
1099— 

1x87. 


Digitized by Google 



' THE DECLINE AND FALL 


90 

C /vni P ' ^ re ’ an< ^ Afcalon- 110 , which were powerfully 
v J t . . afiilted by the fleets of Venice, Genoa, and Pifa, 
, and even of Flanders and Norway ***, the range 
of fea-coall from Scanderoon to the borders of 
Egypt was po defied by the Chriftian pilgrims. 
If the prince of Antioch difclaimed his fupremacy, 
the counts of Edefla and Tripoli owned them- 
felves the vafials of the king of Jerufalem : the 
. Latins reigned beyond the Euphrates ; and the 
-four cities of Hems, Hamah, Damafcus, and 
Aleppo, were the only relics of the Mahometan 
conquells in Syria The laws and language, 
the manners and titles, of the French nation and 
Latin church, were introduced into thefe tranf- 
marine colonies. According to the feudal jurif- 
prudence, the principal Hates and fubordinate 
baronies defeended in the line of male and female 
fucceflion 113 ; but the children of the firft con- 
querors, 

ttftuat anguflo in limite, and mutters his fufpicion of a falfe tran- 
Joript ; a dangerous fufpicioh ! 

Thefe fieges are related, each in its proper place, in the 
great history of William of Tyre, from the ix<*> to the xviii th book, 
ar.d more briefly told by Bcrnardus Thelaurarius (de Acquifitione 
Terrs; Sanctx, c. 89 — 98. p. 732-740.)- Some domeftic fafls are 
celebrated in the Chronicles of Pifa, Genoa, and Venice, in the 
vi ch t , ix 111 , and xii th tomes of Muratori. 

111 Quidam populut de infuiis occidentis egrefTus, et maxime 
de ea parte quae Norvegia dicitur. William of Tyre ( 1 . xi. c. 14. 
p. 804.) marks their gcurfe per Britannicum mare et Calpcn to the 
, ' fiege of Sidon. 

■ii Bcnelathir, apud de Guignes, Hid. des Huns, tom. ii. part 
ii. p. 130, 151. A. D. 1127. lie mufl fpeak of tire inland coun- 
ty- 

”5 Ranut very fcnfibly defcants on the mifehiefs of female fuc- 
ceflion, in a land hoflibus circumdata, ubi cundta virilia et vir- 
tuofs-efle deberent. Yet, at the fummons, and with the appro- 
bation, of her feudal lord, 4 noble damfcl was obliged to chufe 

a hufband 
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querors ,t+ , a motley and degenerate race, were c I ^ 1 i J I p * 
tiiflblved by the luxury of the climate ; the ar- > _ — 1 
Tival of new crufaders from Europe, was a doubt- 
ful hope and a cafual event. The fervice of the 
feudal tenures 115 was performed by fix hundred 
and fixty-fix knights, who might expe& the aid 
-of two hundred more under the banner of the 
count of Tripoli ; and each knight was attended 
to the field by four fquires or archers on horfo- 
back ,l6 . Five thoufand and feventy-five ferjeants , 
moil probably foot-foldiers, were fupplied by the 
churches and cities ; and the whole legal militia 
of the kingdom could not exceed eleven thou- 
fand men, a (lender defence againfi: the furround- 
ing myriads of Saracens and Turks 111 , But the 

firmed bulwark of Jerufalem was founded on the 

-a hufband and champion (Aflifes des Jerufalem, c. 242, &c.). 

See in M. de Guignes (torn.:, p. 441 — 471.) the accurate and 
ufeful tables of thefe dvnafties, which are chiefly drawn from fhc 
JAgnages d'Outremer. 

I; + They were called by derifiop Poullains, PuHani, and their 
name is never pronounced without contempt (Ducange, GlolT, 

Latin, tom. v. p. 533. and Obfervations fur Joinville, p.. 84, 8j. 

Jacob a Vitriaco, Ilift. Hierofol. 1 . i. c. 67. 71. and Sanut, 1 . Hi. 
p. viii. c. 2. p. 182.). Illuftrium virorum qui ad Terra Sanftic 
.... liberationem in ipfa manferunt degeneres filii . . . .' in de- 
liciis enutriti, molles et effeminati, &c. 

. This authentic detail i3 extruded from the Aflifes de Jeru- 
falem (c. 324. 326 — 331.). Sanut ( 1 . iii. p. viii. c. 1. p. 174-) 
reckons only 518 knights, and 5775 followers. 

, - 6 The fum total, and the divifion, afcertain the fervice of the 
three great baronies at 100 knights each; and the text AF the 
Aflifes, which exttnds the number to 500, can only be jultified 
by this fuppofltion. 

Iz 7 Yet on great emergencies (fays Sanut) the barons brought 
a voluntary aid, decentem comitivam militum just a datum 
Jiium, 

. - knights 
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knights of the hospital, of St. John" 8 , and of 
the temple of Solomon *** ; on the drange aflo- 
ciation of a monadic and military life, which 
fanaticifm might fugged, but which policy mud 
approve. The dower of the nobility of Europe 
afpircd to wear the crofs, and to profefs the vows, 
of thefe refpectable orders j their fpirit and difcj- 
pline were immortal ; and the fpeedy donation of 
twenty-eight thoufand farms, or manors * 3 °, en- 
abled them to fupport a regular force of cavalry 
and infantry for the defence of Paledine. The 
auderity of the convent foon evaporated in the 
exercife of arms : the world was fcandalifed by 
the pride, avarice, and corruption of thefe Chrif- 
tian foldiers ; their claims of immunity and jurif- 
di&ion didurbed the harmony of the church and 
date ; and the public peace was endangered by - 

their jealous emulation. But in their mod dif- 

• : ■ :< 

ms william of Tyre ( 1 . xviii. c. 3,4, 5.) relates the ignoble ori- 
gin, and early infolence, of the Hofpitalers, who foon deferted 
their humble patron, St. John the Eleemofynary, for the more 
auguft charadler of St.John the Baptilt (fee the ineffedual ftrug- 
.gles of Pagi, Critica, A. D. 1099, N° 14 — 18.). They afliunea 
the profeflion of arms about the year 1110; the Hofpitnl was 
mater, the Temple, /ilia ; the Teutonic order was founded 
A. D. 1190, at the liege of Acre (Mofheim, Inltitut. p. 38$, 
390.). 

”•9 See St. Bernard dc Laudc Novx Militix Templi, compofed 
A. D. 1131—1136, in Opp. tom. i. p. ii. p. 547 — 563- edit. Ma- 
billon, Venet. 1750. Such an encomium, which is thrown away 
on the dead Templars, would be highly valued by the hiftorians 
ef Malta. ... r . . 

* 7 ° Matthew Paris, Hid. Major, p. 544. He afligns to the Hof- 
pitalers 19,000, to the Templars 9,000 maneria, a word of much 
higher import (as Ducange has rightly ebferved) in the Englilh 
than in the French idiom, Hanoi is a lordlhip, manoir a dwell- 
ing. ...... 

• ... -folute 
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folute period, the knights of the hofpital and c *LA p> 

temple maintained their fearlefs and fanatic cha- — ¥ — ^ 
rafter : they neglefted to live, but they were 
prepared to die, in the fervice of Chrift ; and the 
fpirit of chivalry, the parent and offspring of the 
crufades, has been tranfplanted by this inftitution 
from the holy fepulchre to the ifle of Malta ,, ‘- 

The fpirit of freedom, which pervades the Aifife of 
feudal inflitutions, was felt in its ftrongeft energy 
by the volunteers of the crofs, who elefted for 
their chief the raofl deferving of his peers. Amidft 
the flaves of Afia, unconfcious of the leffon or 
example, a model of political liberty was intro- 
duced ; and the laws of the French kingdom are 
derived from the purefl: fource of equality and 
juftice. Of fuch laws, the firft and indifpenfable 
condition is the affent of thofe, whofe obedience 
they Require, and for whofe benefit they are de- 
figned. No fooner had Godfrey of Bouillon 
accepted the office of fupreme magiftrate, than 
he folicited the public and private advice of the 
Latin pilgrims, who were the belt fkilled in the 
ftatutes and cufloms of Europe. From thefe 
materials, with the counfel and approbation of 
the patriarch and barons, of the clergy and laity, 
podfrey compofed the assise of Jerusalem ***, 

a pre- 


•i’ In the three firft book* of the Hiftoire des Chevaliers de 
MM the, par F Abbe de Vertot, the reader may amufe himfelf 
with a fair, and fometimes flattering, picture of the order, while 
it was employed for the defence of Paleftine. The fubfequent 
books purlbe their emigrations to Rhodes and Malta. 

■1* The Aflifes de Jerufalem, in old law French, were printed 
.with Btaumanoir’s Coutumes de BeauvoiJis (bcurges and Paris, 

y • 
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CHAP, a precious monument of feudal jurifprudence* 

. ^ . The new code, attefted by the feals of the king, 

the patriarch, and the vifcount of Jerufalem, was 
depofited in the holy fepulchre, enriched with 
the improvements of fucceeding times, and re- 
fpeclfully confulted as often as any doubtful 
queftion arofe in the tribunals of Paleftine. With 
the kingdom and city, all was loft ,3J , the frag- 
ments of the written law were preferved by jea- 
lous tradition 134 and variable pra&ice till the 
middle of the thirteenth century : the code was 
reftored by the pen of John d’ Ibelin, count of 
Jaffa, one of the principal feudatories 135 j and 
the final revifion was accomplilhed in the year 


1690, ii) folio), and illuftrated by Gafpard Thaumas de la Thau- 
malTiere, with a comment and gloflary. An Italian verfion had 
been.publilhed in 1535, at Venice, for the ufe of the kingdom ©f 
Cyptus. 

•n A la terre perdue, tout fut perdu, is the rigorous expref- 
fion of the Aflife (c. a8t.). Yet Jerufalem capitulated with Salat- 
din ; the queen and the principal Chriftians departed in peace; 
and a code fo precious and fo portable could not provoke the 
avarice of the conquerors. I have fometimes fufpcfted the exift- 
ence of this original copy of the Holy Sepulchre, which might 
be invented to fenftify and authenticate the traditionary cuftomg 
of the French in Paleftine. 

• 3 + A noble lawyer, Raoul de Tabarie, denied the prayer of 
king Amauri (A- D. 1195 — 1*05), that he would commit his 
knowledge to writing, and frankly declared, que de ce qu’il £»- 
voit, ne feroit-il ja pul borjois fon paveill, ne nul Cage homme 
lettre (c. 281.). 

,J s The compiler of this work, Jean d’lbelin, was count of 
Jaffa and Afcalon, lord of Baruth (Berytus) and Rames, and died 
A. D. 1266 (Sanut, 1 . iii. p. ii. c. 5. 8.), The family of Ibelin, 
which defcended from a younger brother of a count of Chartres 
in France, long flouriftied in Paleftine and Cyprus (fee the Lig- 
nages de de;a Mer, or d’Outremer, c. 6, at the end of the Af- 
ftfcs de Jerufalem, an original book, which records the pedigrees 
of the French adventurers), 

6 . thirteen 


' 4 *> 


Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


95 


thirteen hundred and fixty-nine, for the ufe of c H a p. 
the Latin kingdom of Cyprus ,J# . * * 

The juflice and freedom of the conftitution court of 
were maintained by two tribunals of unequal l ’ eers ' 
dignity, which were inftituted by Godfrey of 
Bouillon after the conqueft of Jerufalem. The 
king, in perfon, prefided in the upper-court, the 
court of the barons. Of thefe the four molt 
confpicuous were the prince of Galilee, the lord 
of Sidon and Ctefarea, and the counts of Jaffa 
and Tripoli, who, perhaps with the conftable and 
marlhal * 37 , were in a fpecial manner the com- 
peers and judges of each other. But ail the no- 
bles, who held their lands immediately of the 
crown, were entitled and bound to attend the 
king’s court ; and each baron exercifed a fimilaf 
juril'diclion in the fubordinate affemblies of his 
own feudatories. The connexion of lord and 
vaffal was honourable and voluntary : reverence 
was due to the benefaftor, protection to the de- 
pendent ; but they mutually pledged their faith 
to each other ; and the obligation on either fide 
might be fufpended by neglect or diffolved by 
injury. The cognizance of marriages and tefta- 
rnents was blended with religion, and ufurped by, 
the clergy ; but the civil and criminal caufes of 
the nobles, the inheritance and tenure of their 

, ! 6 By fixteen cornmiflionera chofen in the Sates of the iflanrt : 
the work was finithed the 3 d of November 1369, feaied with four 
teals, and depotited in the cathedral of Nioofia (fee the preface 
to the Affifes). 

*37 The cautious John d'lbelin argues, rather than affirms. 
thatTripoly is the fourth barony, and exprefles fume doubt 
concerning the right or prtten-liou of the coinlable and mafiliai 
(c- 3 * 3 -). . , 
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fiefs, formed the proper occupation of the fu- 
preme court. Each member was the judge and 
guardian both of public and private rights. It 
was his duty to affert with his tongue and fword 
the lawful claims of the lord ; but if an unjuft 
fuperior prefumed to violate the freedom or pro- 
perty of a vaffal, the confederate peers flood 
forth to maintain his quarrel by word and deed. 
They boldly affirmed his innocence and his wrongs ; 
demanded the reftitution of his liberty or his lands j 
fufpended, after a fruitlefs demand, their own 
fervice ; refcued their brother from prifon ; and 
employed every weapon in his defence, without 
offering direct violence to the perfon of theft 
lord, which was ever facred in their eyes ,3 ‘. In • 
their pleadings, replies, and rejoinders, the ad- 
vocates of the court were fubtle and copious ; 
but the ufe of argument and evidence was often 
fuperfeded by judicial combat ; and the Affife of 
Jerufalem admits in many cafes this barbarous • * 
inftitution, which has been flowly abolifhed by ' < 
the laws and manners of Europe. . • 

The trial by battle was eftablilhed in all cri- 
minal cafes, which affected the life, or limb, or . 
honour, of any perfon ; and in all civil tranf- t ; 
actions, of or above the value of one mark of 

*J* Entre feignor et homme ne n’a que la foi . . . mais tantrj. • 
que l’homme doit a fon feignor reverence en toutes chofes (c. 
ao6.). Tons les homines dudit royaume font par ladite AlTife 
tenus les uns as autres . . . . et en celle maniere que le feignor 
matte main on fare mettre au cors oa an fie d’aneun d’yans fans 
eigard et fans connoiflance de court, que tous les autres doivent 
venir devant ie -feignor, See. (m.), 'i he form of their remon- 
flrances is conceived with th'e noble fimplicity of freedom. . • 

J , filver. 
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filver. It appears, that in criminal cafes the c 1 1 a p. 
combat was the privilege of the accufer, who, . LV ^ 1L ^ 
except in a charge of treal'on, avenged his per- 
fonal injury, or the death of thofe perfons whom 
he had a right to represent j but wherever, from 
the nature of the charge, teftimony could be' 
obtained, it was neceflary for him to produce 
witnefles of the fact. In civil cafes, the combat 
was not allowed as the means of eftablilhing the 
claim of the demandant ; but he was obliged to 
produce witneffes who had, or affiimed to have, 
knowledge of the fad. The combat was then 
the privilege of the defendant ; becaufe he charged 
the witnefs with an attempt by perjury to take 
away his right. He came therefore to be in- the 
fame Situation as the appellant in criminal cafes. 

It was not then as a mode of proof that the 
combat was received, nor as making negative 
evidence (according to the fuppofition of Mon- 
tefquieu * 39 ) ; but in every cafe the right to offer 
battle was founded on the right to purfue by 
jinns the redrefs of an injury ; and the judicial 
combat was fought on the fame principle, and 
with the fame fpirit, as a private duel. Cham- 
pions were only allowed to women, and to men 
maimed or paft the age of fixty. The confequence 
of a defeat was. death to the perfon accufed, or 
td'the champion or witnefs, as well as to the ac- 
cufer himfelf ; but in civil cafes, the demandant 

'59 See l’Efprit des Loix, 1. xxTtii. In the forty years fince its 
publication, no work, has been more read and criticifal ; and the 
fpirit of enquiry which it has excited, is not the le.it of our obli- 
gations to the author. 

Von. XI. H was 
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c h A'p. was punifhed with infamy and the lofs of his fuit, 
v . while his witnefs and champion fuffered an igno- 
minious death. In many cafes it was in the 
option of the judge to award or to refufe the com- 
bat : but two are fpecified, in which it was the 
inevitable refult of the challenge ; if a faithful 
vaffal gave the lie to his compeer, who unjuflly 
claimed any portion of their lord’s demefnes ; or 
If an unfuccefsful fuitor prefumed to impeach the 
judgment and veracity of the court. He might 
impeach them, but the terms were fevere and 
perilous : in the fame day he fuccelhvely fought 
''■all the members of the tribunal* even thofe who 
had been abfent : a fingle defeat was followed 
by death and infamy ; and where none could hope 
for victory, it is highly probable that none would 
adventure the trial. In the Affife of Jerufalem, 
the legal fubtlety of the count of Jaffa is more 
laudably employed to elude, than to facilitate, the 
judicial combat, which he derives from a prin- 
ciple of honour rather than of fuperftition * 4 °. j 
Court of Among the caufes which enfranchifed the plq- 
burgdks. j-j e j ans f r om the yoke of feudal tyranny, the ipfli- 
tution of cities and corporations is one of the 
molt powerful ; and if thofe of Paleftine .are co- 
eval with the firft crufade, they may be ranked 
with the mod ancient of the Latin world*. Many 
of the pilgrims had efcaped from their lords lift- 

^ * m • . • « j "j j 

140 For the intelligence of this obfcure and obfolete jurifpru- 
tlence (c. So — I am deeply indebted to the friendlhip of a 
learned lord, who, with an accurate and difcerning eye, has fur- 
veyed the philoi'ophic hiftory of law. By his fhidies, pofterity 
might be enriched : the merit of the 'orator and the judge can be 
frit only by his contemporaries. 

6 • der 

~ r • • «• 1 4 t — , 
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der the banner of the crofs ; and it was the CH A p. 
policy cff the French princes to tempt their ftay . _ 

by the affurance of the fights and privileges of 
freemen. It is exprefsly declared in the Atlife 
of Jerufalem, that after inftitutfng, for his knights 
and barons, the court of peers, in which he pre- 
fided himfelf, Godfrey of Bouillon eftablifhed a 
fecond tribunal, in which his perfon was repre- 
fented by his vifcount. The jurifdi&ion of this 
inferior court' extended over the burgefles of the 
kingdom ; and it was eompofed of a feletd num- 
ber of the mod difcreet and worthy citizens, who 
were fworn to judge, according to the laws, of 
the actions and fortunes of their equals M *. In 
the conqueft and fettlement of new cities, the 
example of Jerufalem was imitated by the kings 
and their great vafials • and above thirty fimilar 
corporations w’ere founded before the lofs of the 
Holy Land. Another clafs of fubje&s, the Sy- Syrians 
rians ‘ 4 % or Oriental Chriftians, were oppreffed 
by the zeal of the clergy, and protedled by the 
toleration of the date. Godfrey lidened to their 
reafonable prayer, that they might be judged by 
their own national laws. A third court w r as in- 

ftituted for their life, of limited and dcmedic 

: 

v tttl Louis le Gros, who is confidered as the father of this ia- 
ftitution in France, did not begin his reign till nine yeai s (A. D. 
rioS) after Godfrey of Bouillon (Aflifei, c. a. 324 .). For its 
origin and effects, fee the judicious remarks of Dr. Kobertfoo 
(IHlfory of diaries V. vol. i. p. 30 — 36. 251—263. quarto edi- 

Every reader converfant with the hi. dorian s of the crufades, 
will iinderlfand’ by the pcuble des Suriens, the Oriental Chrif- 
tians, Melchites, Jacobites, or Neflorians, who had all adopted 
the ufc of the Arabic language (vol. iv. p. 593.). 

H 2 jurifdiction i 
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chat, jurifdicHon: the fworn members were Syrians, 
in blood, language, and religion ; but the office 
of thq prefident (in Arabic, of the rah ) was fomc- 
times exercifed by the vifcount of the city. At 
an immeafurable diftance below the nobles , the 
burgejfcs> and the Jlr angers, the Affife of Jerufa- 
lem condefcends to mention the villains and Jlaves, 
the peafants of the land and the captives of war, 
who were almoft equally confidered as the objects 
.of property. The relief or prote&ion of thefe 
unhappy men was not efteemed worthy of the 
care of the legiflator ; but he diligently provides 
for the recovery, though not indeed for the pu- 
nilhment, of the fugitives. Like hounds, or hawks, 
who had ftrayed from the lawful owner, they 
might be loll and claimed : the flave and falcon 
were of the fame value ; but three Haves, or 
twelve oxen, were accumulated to equal the price 
of the war-horfe ; and a fum of three hundred 
i pieces of gold was fixed, in the age of chivalry, 
as the equivalent of the more noble animal ,4 \ 

hi See the Aflifrs de Jerufalem (310, 311,311.). Thefe laws 
were enacted as late as the year 1350, in the kingdom of Cyprus. 
In the fame century, in the reign of Edward I. I underftand, 
from a late publication (of his Book of Account) that the price 
of a war-horfe was not lefs exorbitant in England. 

- ■ ■ . ■ ■■} ■ 
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CHAP. LIX. 

Prefervation of the Greek Empire. — Numbers , Paf- 
fage, and Event , of the Second and Third Cru- 
fades. — St. Bernard. — Reign of Sa/adin in Egypt 
and Syria. — His Conquejl of jerufalem. — Naval 
Crufadcs. — Richard the Firft of England. — 
Pope Innocent the Third ; and the Fourth and 
Fifth Crufades. — Tfse Emperor Frederic the Se- 
cond. — Louis the Ninth of France ; and the two 
lafl Crufades . — Expidfon of the Latins or Franks 

by the Mamalukes. 

v: ■ -• , 

TN a ftyle iefs grave than that of hiftory, I 
JL Ihould perhaps compare the emperor Alexius 1 
'to the jackall, who is faid to follow the fteps, 
and to devour the leavings, of the lion. What- 
ever had been his fears and toils in the paffage of 
the fxrffc crufade, they were amply recompenfed 
Jpy the fubfequent benefits which he derived from 
the exploits of the Franks. His dexterity and 
Vigilance fecured their firft conqueft of Nice j 
and from .this threatening ftaticn the Turks were 
compelled to evacuate the neighbourhood of 
Conftantinople. While the crufaders, with blind 
valour, advanced into the midland countries of 

. i Anna Comnena relates her father’s conquefts in Afia Miner, 
Alexiad, 1 . xi. p. 321 — 325. 1 . xiv. p. +19.; his Cilician war 
againft Tancred and Bohemond, p. 328 — 342. ; the war of Kpirus, 
■with tedious prolixity, 1 . xii, xiii. p. 343—406. j the death of Bo- 
hemond, 1. xiv. p. 419. 

, H 3 Afia, 
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chap. Afia, the crafty Greek improved the favourable 
f LIX ' occafion when the emirs of the fea-coaft were 
recalled to the ftandard of the fultan. The 
Turks were driven from the ifles of Rhodes and 
Chios: the cities of Ephefus and Smyrna, of 
Sardes, Philadelphia, and Laodicea, were re- 
ftored to the empire, which Alexius enlarged 
from the Hellefpont to the banks of the Maean-r 
der, and the rocky fhores of Pamphylia. The 
churches refumed their fplendour ; the towns 
were rebuilt and fortified ; and the defert coun- 
try was peopled with colonies of Chriftians, who 
were gently removed from the more diftant and 
dangerous frontier. In thefe paternal cares, we 
may forgive Alexius, if he forgot the deliverance 
of the holy fepulchre; but, by the Latins, he 
was ftigmatized with the foul reproach of treafon 
and defertion, They had fworn fidelity and 
obedience to his throne ; but he had promifed to 
affift their enterprife in perfpn, or, at leaft, with 
his troops and treafures : his bafe retreat diffolved 
their obligations \ and the fword, which had been 
the inftrument of their victory, was the pledge 
and title of their juft independence, It does not 
appear that the emperor attempted to revive his 
pbfolete claims over the kingdom of Jerufalem l $ 
but the borders of Cilicia and Syria were more 
jrecent ip his pofTeflion, and more acceflibje to his 

* The kings of Jerufalem fubmitted hqvever to a npminal de- 
pendence, and in the dates of their inferiptions (one is Aill legible 
in the church of Bethlem), they refpciftfully placed before their 
pwn, the name of the reigning emperor (Dueange, Diflerfations 

fur Jainville, xxvii. p. 319.). ' 

\ * ** •• 
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atms. The great army of the crufaders was anni- C H A P. 
hilated or difperfed ; the principality of Antioch f 

■was left without a head, by the furprife and cap- 
tivity of Bohemond : his ranfom had qpprefled 
him with a heavy debt ; and his Norman fol- 
lowers were infufficient to repel the hoflili ties of 
the Greeks and Turks. In this diftrefs, Bohe- 
mond embraced a magnanimous refolution, of 
leaving the defence of Antioch to his kinfman, 
the faithful Tancred ; of arming the Weft againlt 
the Byzantine empire, and of executing the de- 
fign which he inherited from the leflons and ex T 
ample of his father Guifcard. His embarkation 
was clandeftine ; and if we may credit a tale of 
the princefs Anne, he puffed the hoftile fea, 
clofely fecreted in a coffin 3 . But his reception _ 

' in France was dignified by the public applaufe, 
pnd his marriage with the king’s daughter : his 
return was glorious, fince the braveft fpirits of 
the age enlifted under his veteran command j and 
he repafied the Adriatic at the head of five thou- 
fand horfe and forty thoufand foot, affembled 
from the moll remote climates of Europe \ The 
.ftrength of Durazzo, and prudence of Alexius, 
the progrefs of famine, and approach' of Winter, 

eluded his ambitious hopes j and the venal con- 

< ’ 

> 

3 Anna Comnena adds, that to complete the imitation, he was 
fhut up with a dead cock ; and condefcends to wonder how the 
Barbarian could endure the confinement and putrefaction. '1 bis 
abfurd tale is unknown to the Latins. 

* a»« Qyj.iis, in the Byzantine Geography, muft mean Eng- 
land; yet we are more credibly informed, that our Henry I. 
would not fufler him to levy any troops in his kingdom (L)u- 
cange, Not. ad Alexiad, p. 41-). 

■ H 4 , federates 
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federates were feduced from his ftandard. A 
treaty of peace 5 fufpended the fears of the Greeks ^ '?2 ; 

and they were finally delivered by the death of an 
adverfary, whom neither oaths could bind, nor 
dangers could appal, nor profperity could fatiate. 

Iijs children fucceeded to the principality of An- 
tioch j but the boundaries were itrittly defined, 
the homage was clearly ftipulated, and the cities 
pf Tarfus and Malmillra were reftored.to the 
Byzantine emperors. Of the coaft: of Anatolia, 
they poflefTed the entire circuit from Trebizond 
to the Syrian gates. The Seljukian dynafty of 
Roum 6 was feparated on all fides from the fea 
and their Mufulman brethren ; the power of the 
fultans was fhaken by the victories, and even the 
defeats of the Franks ; and after the lofs of Nice, 
they removed their throne to Cogni or Iconium, 
an obfeure and inland town above three hundred 
miles from Conftantinople r . Inftead of tremb- 
ling for their capital, the Comnenian princes 


5 The copy of the treaty (Alexiad, 1 . xiii. p 406 — 416.) is an 
original and curious piece, which would require, and might 
afford, a good map of the principality of Antioch. 

* See in the learned work of M. de Guignes (tom. ii. part ii.), 
the kiftory of the Seljukians of Iconium, Aleppo, and Damafcus, 
as far as it may be collected from the Greeks, Latins, and Ara- 
bians. , *i he laft are ignorant or regardlcfs of the affairs of 

Rzim\ 1 

" Icqniunt is mentioned as a ftation by Xenophon, and by Strabo, 
with the ambiguous titie of Kx/uen^n (Cellarius, tom. ii. p. *»I.), 
Yet St Paul found in that place a multitude (*a»8et) of Jews and 
Gentiles. Under the corrupt name of Kur.ijah , it is defcribed as 
a great city, .with a river and gardens, three leagues from the 
jnonntnins, and decorated (1 know not why) with Plato’s tomb 
(Abulftda, tabu!, xvii. p. 30?. verf. Reifke ; and the Index Geo- 
(raphicus of Schultens irom Ibn §aid.) 
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■waged an offenfive war again ft' the Turks, and chap. 
the firft crufade prevented the fall of the declin- . L | x * r 
~ v '< ' ing empire, n; . 

In the twelfth century, three great emigrations Expedi- 
marched by land from the Weft to the relief of 
Paleftine. The foldierS and pilgrims of Lorn- 
bardy, France, and Germany, were excited by a. D.’ 
the example and fuccefs of the firft crufade *. thefccond 
Forty-eight years after the deliverance of the of Conrad 
holy lepulchre, the emperor, and the French Louis vflL 
king, Conrad the third, and Louis the feventh, * 
undertook the fecond crufade to fupport the fall-; 
ing fortunes of the Latins 9 . A grand divifion r i c r. T 
of the third crufade was led by the emperor Fre- 
deric Barbarolfa ,0 , who fympathifed with his 
brothers of France and England in the common 
lofs of Jerufalem. Thefe three expeditions may 
be compared in their refemblance of the greatnefs 
of numbers, their paffage through the Greek 
empire, and the nature and event of their Turkilh 
warfare, and a brief parallel may fave the repe- 


* For this fupplement to the firft crufade, fee Anna Comnena 
(Alexias, 1 . xi. p. 331, See. and the viii’h book of Albert 
Aquenfis). 

9 For the fecond crufade of Conrad III. and Lewis VII. fee - 
William of Tyre ( 1 . xvi.c. 18 — 19.), Otho of Frifmgen ( 1 . i. c. 34 
»— 4j. J9, 60.), Matthew Paris (Hilt. Major, p. 68.), Struvius 
(Corpus, Hilt. Germanicse, p. 372, 373.),ScriptoresRenim Franci- 
carum a Duchelne, tom. iv. Nicetas, in Vit. Manbel, 1 . i. c. 4, 3, 

6. p. 41—48. Cinnamus, 1 . ii. p. 41—49. 

10 For the third crufade, of Frederic BarbarofTa, fee Nicetas iii 
Ifaac. Angel. 1 . ii. c. 3—8. p. 257 — 266. Struv. (Corpus, Hilt. 
Germ. p. 414.), and two hiftorians, who probably were fpedtators, 
Tagino (in' Scriptor. Freher. tom. i. p.406 — 416. edit. Struv.), 
and the Anonymus de Expeditione Afiatica, Fred. I. (in Caiiifif, 
Anticj. Lection, tom. iii. p. ii. p. 498—326. edit. Bafnage). 

tition . 

\ s . t • 
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CHAP; tition of a tedious narrative. However fplendicf 
v ' ’ . it may Teem, a regular flory of fhecrufades would 
exhibit the perpetual return of the fame caufes 
and effects ; and the frequent attempts for the 
defence or recovery of the Holy Land, would 
appear fo many faint and unfuccefsful copies of 
the original. 

Their . : I. Of the fwarms that fo clofely trod in the 
numbers. f 00 tft e p S G jf the firft pilgrims, the chiefs were 
equal in rank, though unequal in fame and merit, 
to Godfrey of Bouillon and his fellow adven- 
. turers. At their head were difplayed the banners 

of the dukes of Burgundy, Bavaria, and Aqui- 
tain : the firft a defeendant of Hugh Capet, the 
fecond a father of the Brunfwick line : the arch- 
bifliop of Milan, a temporal prince, tranfported, 
for the benefit of the Turks, the treafures and 
ornaments of his church and palace; and the 
veteran crufaders, Hugh the Great, and Stephen 
of Chartres, returned to confummate their unfi- 
nifhed vow. The huge and diforderly bodies of 
their followers moved forwards in two columns ; 
and if the firft confided of two hundred and fixty 
thoufand perfons, the fecond might pofiibiy 
amount to fixty thoufand horfe, and one hundred 
thoufand foot ". The armies of the fecond cru- 
fade might have claimed the conqucft of Afia : 
the nobles of France and Germanv were animated 
by the prefence of their fovereigns ; and both the 

» Anne, who ftates thefe later fwarms at 40,000 horfe, and 
1 sc ,->o p foot, oil! s than Normans, and places at their head two 
brothers of Flanders. The Greeks were ftrangely ignorant 'of 
the names, families, and poiTefiioDS of the Latin princes. 

rank 
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rank and perfonal characters of Conrad and Louis, chap. 
gave a dignity to their caufe, and a diicipline to ' _ t 
their force, which might be vainly expetted from 
the feudatory chiefs. The cavalry of the emperor, 
and that of the king, was each compofed of 
feventy thoufand knights and their immediate at- 
tendants in the field**; and if the light-armed 
troops, the peafant infantry, the women and 
children, the priefts and monks, be rigoroufly 
excluded, the full account will fcarcely be fatisfied 
with four hundred thoufand fouls. The Weft, 
from Rome to Britain, was called into aCtion; 
tfte kings of Poland and Bohemia obeyed the fum- 
mons of Conrad ; and it is affirmed by the Greeks 
and Latins, that in the pafiage of a ftreight or 
river, the Byzantine agents, after a tale of nine 
hundred thoufand, defifted from the endlefs and 
fprmidable computation * 3 , In the third crufade, 
as the French and Englilh preferred the naviga- 
tion of the Mediterranean, the hoft of Frederic 
Barbarofia was lefs numerous. Fifteen thoufand 
knights, and as many fquires, were the flower of 
the German chivalry : fixty thoufand horfe, and 

one hundred thoufand foot, were muftered bv the 

* - • 

pmperor in the plains of Hungary ; and after 

-1, r* ' 

n William of Tyre, and Matthew Paris, reckon 70,000 lori- 
cati in each of the armies. 

'5 The imperfett enumeration is mentioned by Cinnamtis 
fjvpiaht) , and confirmed by Odo de Piogilo apud EXu- 
cange ad Cinnanum, with the more precife fum of 900,556. Why 
mult therefore the verfion and comment fuppofe the modeft and 
inefficient reckoning of 90,000 ? Does not Godfrey of Viterbo 
(Pantheon, p. xix. in Muratori, tom. vii. p. 46a.) exclaim ? 

— — Numerum fi pofcere quxrns. 

Millia millena militcs agmen erat. 

fuch 
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through 
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empire. 


fuch repetitions we fhall no longer be ftartled at 
the fix hundred thoufand pilgrims, which credu- 
lity has aferibed to this laft emigration *\ Such 
extravagant reckonings prove only the aftonifh- 
tnent of contemporaries ; but their aftonifhment 
moft ftrcmgly bears teflimony to the exiftence of 
an enormous though indefinite multitude. The 
Gfeeks might applaud their fuperior knowledge 
of the arts and ftratagems of war, but they coif- 
fefled the ftrength and courage of the French 
cavalry and the infantry of the Germans ,s ; and 
the ftrangers are deferibed as an iron race, of 
gigantic ftature, who darted fire from their eyes, 
and fpilt blood like water on the ground. Under 
the banners of Conrad, a troop of females rode 
in the attitude and armour of men ; and the chief 
of thefe Amazons, from her gilt fpurs and buf- 
kins, obtained the epithet of the Golden-footed 
Dame. " r 

II. The numbers and character of the ftrangers 
was an object of terror to the effeminate Greeks, 
and the fentiment of fear is nearly allied to that of 
hatred. This averfion was fufpended or foftened 
v ■ ' • ti .>b. 

H This extravagant account i? given by Albert of Stade (spud 
Struvium, p. 414.) ; my calculation is borrowed from Godfrey of 
Viterbo, Arnold of Lubeck, apud eundem, and Bernard The- 
fhUr. (c. 169. p. 804.). The original writers are filent. The 
Mahometans gave him aoo,ooo, or 260,000 men (Bqhadin, in 
Vit. Saladin. p. no-). 

U I mult obferve, that in the fecond and third crufades, the 
fobjeits of Conrad and Frederic are flyled by the Greeks and 
Orientals Atamanm. The Lechi and Tzechi of Cinnamus, are 
the Poles and Bohemians ; and it is for the French, that he re- 
ferves the ancient appellation of Germans. He Ukewife names 
tfce ifOw, or bjitimw. 

by 
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by the apprehenfion qf the Turkilh power j and chap. 
the inve&iveg of the Latins will not biafs our more . LIX ~ y 
candid belief, that the emperor ' Alexius difiem- 
bled their infolence, eluded their hoftilities, coun- 
felled their rafhnefs, and opened to their ardour 
the road of pilgrimage and conqueft. But when 
the Turks had been driven from Nice and the 
fea-coaft, when the Byzantine princes no longer 
dreaded the distant Sultans of Cogni, they felt 
with purer indignation the free and frequent paf- 
fage of the weftern Barbarians, who violated the 
majefty, and endangered the fafety, of the em- 
pire. The fecond and third crufades were under- 
taken under the reign of Manuel Comnenus and 
Ifaac Angel us. Of the former, the paffions were 
always impetuous, and often malevolent ; and 
the natural union of a cowardly and a mifchiev- 
ous temper was exemplified in the latter, who* 
without merit or mercy, could punifh a tyrant, 
and occupy his throne. It was fecretly, and per- 
haps tacitly, refolved by the prince and people to 
deftroy, or at lead to difcourage, the pilgrims, '^1 
by every fpecies of injury and opprefiion ; and 
their want of prudence and difcipline continually 
afforded the pretence or the opportunity. The 
Weftern monarchs had ftipulated a fafe paflage 
and fair market in the country of their Chriftian 
brethren ; the treaty had been ratified by oaths 
and hoftages; and thepooreft foldier of Frederic's 
army was furnilhed with three marks of filver to 
defray his expences on the road. But every en- 
gagement was violated by treachery and injuftice 
and the complaints of the Latins are’ attefted by 
vi 7 the 
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CHAP. the honeft confeffibn of a Greek hiftorian, vrhS 
^ ' <f has dared to prefer truth to his country 16 . In- 

ftead of an hofpitable reception, the gates of 
the cities, both in Europe and Alia, were clofely 
barred againft the crufaders; and the fcanty pit-' 
tance of food was let down in balkets from the 
walls. Experience of forefight might excufe this 
timid jealoufy ; but the common duties of hu- 
manity prohibited the mixture of chalk, or other 
poifonous ingredients, in the bread ; and fhould 
Manuel be acquitted of any foul connivance, he 
is guilty of coining bafe money for the purpofe 
of trading with the pilgrims. In every ftep of 
their march they were flopped or milled ; the 
governors had private orders to fortify the palfei 
and break down the bridges againft them : the 
ftragglers were pillaged and murdered ; the fol- 
diers and horfes were pierced in the woods by 
arrows from an invifible hand ; the fick were 
burnt irt their beds ; and the dead bodies Were 
hung on gibbets along the highways. Thefe 
injuries exafperated the champions of the crofsy 
who were not endowed with evangelical patience ; 
and the Byzantine princes, who had provoked 
the unequal conflict, promoted the embarkation 
and march of thefe formidable guefts. On the 
verge of the Turkilh frontier Barbarofia fpared 
t*' lty Philadelphia ‘ 7 , rewarded the hofpitable 

Laodicea, 

• •• 

Bcctas was a child at the fecond crd fade, but in the third 
^OTnmanded againft the Franks the important port of Philippo- 
^olis. Ciniiainus is ' 1 with national prejudice and pride. 

- *7 The coir’ Philadelphians is blamed by Nicetas,- 

while 


Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE..' tu 

Laodicea, and deplored the hard necdllty that chap. 
had flained hjs fword with any drops of Chriftian . L | X ' . 
blood. In their intercourfe with the rtionarchs 
©f Germany and France, the pride of the Greeks 
was expofed to an anxious trial. They might 
boaft that on the firft interview the feat of Louis 
was a low ftool, befide the throne of Manuel 18 ; 
but no fooner had the French king tranfported his 
army beyond the Bofphorus, than he refufed the 
offer of a fecond conference, unlefs his brother 
would meet him on equal terms, either on the 
fea or land. With Conrad and Frederic, the 
ceremonial was ftill nicer and more difficult : like 
the fucceffors of Conftantine, they ftyled them- 
felves emperors of the Romans ,B j and firmly 
maintained the purity of their title and dignity. 

The firft of thefe reprefentatives of Charlemagne 
would only converfe with Manuel on horfeback 
in the open field ; the fecond, by paffing the 
Hellefpont rather than the Bofphorus, declined 
the view of Conftantinople and its fovereign. An 
emperor, who had been crowned at Rome, was 

•while the anonymous German accufes the rudcnefs of his coun- 
trymen (culpa noftra). Hiftory would be pleafant, if we were 
embarraffed only by fuch contradictions. It is fikewife from 
Nicetas, that we learn the pious and humane forrow of Frederic. 

*s ifyi, which Cinnamus tranflates into Latin by the 

word ifXXiev. Ducange works very hard to fave his king and 
country from fuch ignominy (fur Joinville, diflertat. xxvii. p. 

3 17 — 510..). Louis afterwards infilled on a meeting In mari ex 
a?quo, not ex equo, acecording to the laughable l eadings of fome 
MSS. • • ■ 

•9 Ego Romanorum imperator firm, iile Romaniorum (Ano- 
nym. Canif. p. jia.). The public and hiftorical ltyle of the 
Greeks was P*g . . . prweeps. Yet Cinnamus owns, that 
is lYnonymous to 8 bs-i>rt. • 

•: reduced 
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TurkiOi 

warfare. 


chap, reduced in the Greek epiftles to the humble appel* 
lation of Rex, or prince of the Alemanni ; and the 
vain and feeble Angelus-affeded to be ignorant of 
the name of one of the greateft men and monarch# 
of the age. While they viewed with hatred and 
fufpicion the Latin pilgrims, the Greek emperors 
maintained a ftri&, though fecret, alliance with 
the Turks and Saracens. Ifaac Angelus com- 
plained, that by his friendfhip for the great Sa- 
ladin he had incurred the enmity of the Franks ; 
and a mofch was founded at Conftantinople for 
the public exercife of the religion of Mahomet 10 . 

III. The fwarms that followed the fir ft crufade, 
were deftroyed in Anatolia by famine, peftilence, 
and the Turkifh arrows: and the princes only 
efcaped with fome fquadrons of horfe to accom- * 
plifh their lamentable pilgrimage. A juft opinion 
may be formed of their knowledge and humanity ; 
of their knowledge from the defigb of fubduing 
Perfia and Chorafan in their way to Jerufalem ; 
of tjheir humanity from the maffacre of the Chri- 
ftian people, a friendly city, who came out tq 
meet them with palms and croffes in their hands. 
The arms of Conrad and Louis were lefs cruel , 
and imprudent ; but the event of the fecond cru- 
fade was flill more ruinous to Chriftendom $ and 
the Greek Manuel is accufed by his own fubjecls 
of giving feafonable intelligence to the fultan, 
and treacherous guides to the Latin princes. In- 
ftead of crufhing the common foe, by a double 

In the Epiftles of Innocent III. (xiH. p. 184.), and the Hif- 
tory of Bohadin (p. 119, 130.), fee the ticw* of a pope and A 
cadhi on this jiugular toit ration. 

'attack. 
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attack at the fame time but on different iides, c H A p. 
the Germans were nrged by emulation, and the v f 
French were retarded by jealoufy. Louis had 
fcarcely palled the Bofphorus when he was met by 
the returning emperor, who had loft the greateft 
part of his army in glorious, but unfuccefsful, 
aftion on the banks of the Mmander. The con- 
trail of the pomp of his rival haftened the retreat 
of Conrad : the defertion of his independent vaf- 
fals reduced him to his hereditary troops ; and he 
borrowed fome Greek veffels to execute by fea 
the pilgrimage of Paleftine. Without ftudying 
the leffons of experience, or the nature of war, 
the king of France advanced through the fame 
country to a fimilar fate. The vanguard, which 
bore the royal banner and the oriflamme of St. 

Denys 11 , had doubled their march with ralh 
and inconfiderate fpeed ; and the rear which 
the king commanded in perfon no longer found 
their companions in the evening camp. In 
darknefs and diforder they were encompaffed, 
affaulted, and overwhelmed by the innumer- 
able holt of Turks, who in the art of war 
were fuperior to the Chriftians of the twelfth cen- 
tury. Louis, who climbed a tree in the general 
difcomfiture, was faved by his own valour and 
the ignorance of his adverfaries ; and with the 

dawn of day he efcaped alive, but almoft alone, to. 

■ ' ’ / 

»< As counts of Vexin, the kings of France were the vaflals 
and advocates of the monafi.ery of St. Denys. The faint’s peculiar 
banner, which they received from the abbot, was of a fqnare 
form, and a red or /.anting colour. The oriflamme appeared at, 
the’head of the French armies from the xii'h to the xv tl > century, 

(Dijcange fur Joinviile, difiert. xviii. p. 244 — 253.).' 

Vol. XI. I the 
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C lix P t ^ ie cam P t ^ ie van K uar d- But inftead of purfu- 

^ — • ing his expedition by land, he was rejoiced to 

fhelter the relics of his army in the friendly fea- 
port of Sataiia. From thence he embarked for 
Antioch ; but fo penurious was the fupply of 
Greek veffels, that they could only afford room 
for his knights and nobles ; and the plebeian 
crowd of infantry was left to perifh at the foot of 
the Pamphylian hills. The emperor and the 
king embraced and wept at Jerufalem ; their mar- 
tial trains, the remnant of mighty armies, were 
joined to the Chriltian powers of Syria, and a, 
fruitlefs fiege of Damafcus was the final- effort of 
the fecond crufade. Conrad and Louis embarked 
for Europe with the perfonal fame of piety and 
courage; but the Orientals had braved thefe po - 7 
tent monarchsof the Franks, with whofe names., 
and military forces they had been fo often threat* 
ened **. Perhaps they had ftill more to fear fromr 
the veteran genius of Frederic the firft, who;ifl<> 
his youth had ferved in Afia under his uncle Coo- , 
rad. Forty campaigns in Germany and Italy had 
taught Barbaroffa to command ; and his foldiers, 
even the princes of the empire, were accuftomed 
under his reign to obey. As foon as he loft fight 
of Philadelphia and Laodicea, the laft cities of * 
the Greek frontier, he plunged into the fait. and 
barren defert, a land (fays the hiftorian) of horror 1 


** The original Trench hiftories of the feeond crufade, arc the 
Gefla Ludovici VII. published in the iv*l> volume of Duclicfne’s 
Collection. The fame volume contains many original letters of 


the king, of Suger lus mUiifter, Sec. the belt documents of au* 
thentic hiftory. 

; *G 7:v ; ’ 
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and tribulation **. During twenty days, every c ^ A P- 
ftep of his faintihg artd fickly march was befieged . ‘ > 

by the* innumerable herds of Turkmans whofe 
numbers and fury feemed after each defeat to 
multiply and inflame. The emperor continued 
to ftruggle and to fuffer ; and fuch was the mea^ ' 
fure of his calamities, that when he reached the 
gates of Iconium, no more than one thoufand 
knights were able to ferve on horfeback. By a 
fudden and refolute aflault, he defeated the 
guards, and ftormed the capital of the fultan 
who humbly fued for pardon and peace. The 
road was now open, and Frederic advanced in a 
career of triumph, till he was unfortunately 
drowned in a petty torrent of Cilicia 1 *. The 
remainder of his Germans was confumed by fick- 
nefs and defertion ; and the emperor’s fort expired 
with the gfeateft part of his Swabian vafials at the 
' • fifege of Acre. Among the Latin heroes, Godfrey 
of Bouillon and Frederic BarbarofTa alone could at- 
chieve the pafl&ge of the Leflfer Afia ; yet even their 

Terrain horroris et fnlfuginis, terrain Gccam, fterilem ins- 
rojenam. Anonym. Canif. p. 517. The emphatic language of a 
fufteref. 

** Oeris innumera, fylvefirii, indomita, prsedones fine due- 
tore. The fultan of Cogni might Sincerely rejoice in their de- 
feat. Anonym. Canif. p. 517,518. 

See in the anonymous writer in the collection of CanifiuS, 

Tagioo,. and Bohadin(Vit. Satadin. p. 119, no.), the ambiguout % 
conduit of Kilidge Arflan, fultan of Cogni, who hated and feared 

both Saladin and Frederic. 

* 6 Tlve defire of comparing two great men, has tempted 1 
many writers to drown Frederic in the river Cydnus, in which 
Alexander fo imprudently bathed (Q^Curt. 1 . lii. c. 4,5.). But 
from the march oF the emperor, I rather judge, that his Saleph it 
the Calycadnus, a ftream oflcfs fame, but of a longer courfe. 

I 2 fuecef* 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

. t 

fuccefs was a warning ; and in the laft and molt 
experienced age of the crufades, every nation pre- 
ferred the fea to the toils and perils of an inland 
expedition * 7 . 

The enthunafm of the firlt crufade is a natural 
and Ample event, while hope was frefh, danger 
untried, and enterprife congenial to the fpirit of 
the times. But the obftinate perfeverance of •„ 
Europe may indeed excite our pity and admira- 
tion ; that no in,ftrutlion fliould have been drawn 
from conftant and adyerfe experience ; that the 
fame confidence fliould have repeatedly grown 
from the fame failures ; that fix fucceeding gene- 
rations fliould have rullied headlong down the 
precipice., that was open before them ; and that 
men of every condition fliould have flaked their 
public and private fortunes, on the defperate. ad- 
venture of poflefling or recovering a tomb-flone 
two thoufand miles from their country. In a 
period of two centuries after the council of 
Clermont, each fpring and fummer produced a y 
new emigration of pilgrim warriors for the de- 
fence of the Holy Land j but the feven great 
armaments or crufades were excited by fome im- 
pending or recent calamity : the nations were 
moved by the authority of their pontiffs, and the 
example of their kings : their zeal was kindled, 
and their reafon was filenced, by the voice of 

t „• • i . ; * ' 

*7 Marinus Sanutus, A. D- 1311, lays it down as a precept, 

Quod flolus Ecctefix per terram nullntenus eft ducenda. He re- 
folves, by the Divine aid, the objection, or rather exception, of 
the firft crufade (Secreta Fidcihim Crucis, 1. ii. pars ii. c. i. p. 

37 - 3 - 
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their holy orators ; and among thefe, Bernard ”, c HA p - 
the monk, or the faint, may claim the moft ho- . __ . 
nourable place. About eight years before the ™f[ cr 
firft conqueft of Jerufalem, he was born of a fion of St. 
noble family, in Burgundy ; at the age of three- D.’ 
and-twenty, he buried himfelf in the monaftery 
of Citeaux, then in the primitive fervour of the 
inflitution ; at the end of two years he led forth 
her third colony, or daughter, to the valley of 
Clairvaux * 9 in Champagne ; and was content, 
till the hour of his death, with the humble ftation 
of Abbot of his own community. A philofophic 
age has abolifhed, with too liberal and indif- 
criminate difdain, the honours of thefe fpiritual 
heroes. The meaneft amone them are diftin- 

O 

guifhed by fome energies of the mind ; they were 
at lead: fuperior to their votaries and difciples ; 
and, in the race of fuperftition, they attained the 
prize for which fuch numbers contended. In 
fpeech, in writing, in a&ion, Bernard flood high 
above his rivals and contemporaries; his com- 
pofitions are not devoid of wit and eloquence ; 

n The moft authentic information of St. Bernard muft be 
..drawn from his own, writings, publifhed in a correct edition by 
Perc Mabillon, and reprinted at Ven ce 17J', in fix volumes in 
folio. Whatever frietullhip could recollc<ft, or fuperftition could 
add, is contained in the two lives, by his difciples, in the vi' 1 * 
volume : whatever learning and criticifm could alcertain, may be 
J found in the prefaces of the ErnediAine editor. 

-9 Clairvaux, furnamed the Valley of Abfynth, is fituate among 
the woods near Bar fur Aube in Champagne St. Bernard would 
.-Mufti at the pomp of the church and mona 'cry; he would alk 
for the library, and I know not whether he would be much edi- 
fied by a tun of 800 muids (914 1 - 7 1 h hogflieads), which almcft 
rivals that of Heidelberg (Melanges Tires d'une Grande Bibiio- 
tlicque, tom. xlvi. p. rj — 10 .). 

I 3 and 
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C lix ^ he feems tp have preferved as much reafon d.. 

w i and humanity as may be reconciled with the cha- 

rafter of a faint. In a fecular life, he would have 
fh&red the feventh part of a private inheritance ; 
by a yow of poverty and penance, by clofing his 
pyes againft the vifible world ,0 , by the refufal of 
all ecclefiaftical dignities, the abbot of Clairvaux 
became the oracle of Europe, and the founder of 
, qpe hundred and fixty convents. Princes and ppn- 
tiffs trembled at the freedom of his apoftolical cen- 
fures ; France, England, and Milan, confulted 
and obeyed his judgment in a fehifm of the 
.church : the debt was repaid by the gratitude of 
Innocent the fecond ; and his fucceffor Eugenios 
the third was the friend and difciple of the holy 
JJernard. It was in the proclamation of the 
fecond crufade that he drone as the millionary 
and prophet of God, who called the nations tp 
the defence of his holy fepulchre *\ At the par- 
liament of Vezelay he fpoke before the king,; 
and Louis the feventh, with his nobles, receive^ 
their croffes from his hand. The abbot of Clair- 
vaux then marched to the lefs eafy conqueft of 
.the emperor Conrad ; a phlegmatic people, igno- 

J° The difciples of the faint (Vit, i**, 1 . iii. c. a. p. 1231. 

•Vit. iH*. c. 16. N° 45. p. 1383.) record a marvellous example of 
his pious apathy. Juxta lacum etiam Laufannenfem totius diet 
itincre pergens, penitps non attendit aut fe videre non vidit, 

Cum coim yefpere fado de eodem lac A focii colloquerentur, in-, 
terrogabat eos ubi lacus ille eSTet j et mirati funt univerQ. To 
admire or defpife St. Barnard as he ought, the reader, like rny- 
fdf, fljould have before the windows of his library the beauties 
of Unit incomparable landfkip. 

3 ‘ Otbo Fnftng. 1 . i. c. 4. Bernard, Epift. 363. ad Francos 
Orientales, Opp, tom, i, p. 318. Vit. i m *., 1 . iii. c, 4- tom. vi. 

m /; . ... . 
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•” rant of his language, was tranfported By the pa- c jjAP- 
thetic vehemence of his tone and geftures ; and ^ t — _ 
his progrefs, from Conftance to Cologne, was 
the triumph of eloquence and zeal. Bernard 
applauds his own fuccefs in the depopulation of 
Europe ; affirms that cities and caftles were 
emptied of their inhabitants ; and computes, that 
only one man was left behind for the confolation 
of feven widows *\ The blind fanatics were de- 
(itous of ele&ing him for their general ; but the 
feftample of the hermit Peter was before his eyes ; 
and while he affured the Crufaders of the divine 
T favour, he prudently declined a military com- 
tn&ld, in which failure and vi&ory would have 
teen almoft equally difgraceful to his character **. 

Yet, after the calamitous event, the abbot of 
■Glairvaux was loudly accufed as a falfe prophet, 
the author of the public and private mourning ; 

'his enemies exulted, his friends blufhed, and his 
_af>61ogy was flow and unfatisfa&ory. He juftifies 
his obedience to the commands of the pope ; ex- 
patiates on the myfterious ways of providence; 
imputes the misfortunes of the pilgrims to their 
©wn fms ; and modeftly infinUates, that hisr mif- 
fion had been approved by figns and wonders *\ 
v Had' 

1 t* Mandaftis et obedivi .... fnultiplicati funt fuper numerum ; 
vacnantur urbes et caftella ; et ftne jam non invcniunt quem ap- 
‘jltehendant feptem mulierc* umim viruro ; adeo ubique viduse 
vivia remanent viris. Bernard. Spilt. p. 247. We mult be care- 
ful not to conltrue pent as a fubliantive. 

31 Qnis ego fum ut difponam acies, ut egrediar ante facie* ar- 
matorum, aut quid tarn remotum a profellione mea, fi vires, ft 
peritia. See. 4 fT(t. 156. tom. f. p. *59. He fpeaks with contempt 
of the hertnit Peter, vir quidam, epift. 363. 

54 Sic dkunt forfitan ifte, unde feioaus quod a pomina fermo 

I 4 egreffus 
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C lix P ^ een certa * n > argument would 

■ — _ - be decifive ; and his faithful difciples, who enu- 
merate twenty or thirty miracles in a day, appeal 
to the public affemblies of France and Germany, 
in which they were performed J5 . At the pre- 
fent hour, fuch prodigies will not obtain credit 
beyond the precin&s of Clairvaux ; but in the 
preternatural cures of the blind, the lame, and 
. the fick, who were prefented to the man of God, 
it is impoflible for us to afcertain the feparate 
lhares of accident, of fancy, of impofture, and of 
fiction. 

P T ef s Omnipotence itfelf cannot efcape the murmurs 
home tan s. of its difcordant votaries ; fince the fame difpen- 
fation which was applauded as a deliverance in 
Europe, was deplored, and perhaps arraigned, as 
a calamity in Afia. After the lofs of Jerufa- 
lem, the Syrian fugitives diffufed their confter- 
nation and forrow : Bagdad mourned in the 

dull ; the cadhi Zeineddin of Damal'cus tore his 
beard in the caliph’s prefence ; and the whole 
divan fhed tears at his melancholy tale 3 *. But '1 
the commanders of the faithful could only weep ; 
they were themfelves captives in the hands of the 
Turks} fome temporal power was reftored to the 
laft age of the Abbaffides ; but their humble am- 




egreffiis (it ? Qiise figna tu fads ut credamus tibi ? Non eft 
quod ad ifta ipfe refpondcam ; pcrcendum' verecundis: mea?, 
refponde tu pro me, et pro te ipfo, fecunduru qux vidifti et au- 
difti, et fecundum qiiod te infpiraverit Deus. Confolat. 1 . ii. c. i. 
Opp. tom. ii. p. 42! — 423. 

ss See the teftimopirs in Vita i lrJ , 1 . iv. c. 5, 6. Opp. tom. vi. 
p. 1238— nil. I. vi. c. i — 17. p. 1286 — 1314. 

J 6 Abulmahafen apud de Guignes, Hift. des Huns, tom. ii. 
P.ii. p. 9?. 

- • * bition 
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bition was confined to Bagdad and the adjacent C /]^ p ' 
province. Their tyrants, the Seljukian fultans, ■ , » 

had followed the common law of the Afiatic dy« 
nalties, the unceafmg round of valour, greatnefs, 
difcord, degeneracy, and decay : their fpirit and 
power were unequal to the defence of religion ; 
and, in his diftant realm of Perfia, the Chriftians 
were ftrangers to the name and the arms of San- y 
giar, the laft hero of his race ”. W nile the ful- The Ata- 
tans were involved in the filken web of the haram, Syria, 
the pious talk was undertaken by their Haves, 
the Atabeks 38 ; a Turkilh name, which, like the 
Byzantine patricians, may be tranllated by Father 
of the Prince. Afcanfar, a valiant Turk, had 
been the favourite of Malek Shaw, from whom 
he received the privilege of Handing on the right- 
hand of the throne j but, in the civil wars that 
enfued on the monarch’s death, he loft his head 
and the government of Aleppo. His domeftic Zenghi, 
emirs perfevercd in their attachment to his foil , I17 J- 
Zenghi, who proved his firft arms againft the 
F ranks in the defeat of Antioch : thirty cam- 

. f, • "* » • - - • * ' 

37 See his article in the Bibliotheque Orient, lie of d’Herbelot, 
and de Guignes, tom. ii. P. i. p. 230 — 261. Such was his va- 
lour,' that he was ftyled the fecond Alexander ; and fuch die 
extravagant love of his fubjeifts, that they prayed for the fultan 
a year after his deceafe. Yet Sangiar might have been made 
prifoner by the Franks, as well as by the U/ee. He reigned near 
fifty years (A. D. 1103— xiyi,), and was a munificent patron of 
Perfuin poetry. 

3 s See the Chronology of the Atabeks of Irak and Syria, in de 
Guignes, tom. i. p. 254 ; and the reigns of Zenghi and Nour^d- 
din in the dime writer (tom. ii. P. ii. p. 147—221.), who ufes the 
Arabic text of Benclathir, Ben Schounah, and Abulfeda; the 
Bibliotheque Orientale, under the articles Ait abets and NouredMn, 
and the Dynasties of Abu'.pharagius, p. 250 — 267. verf. Pocock. 

paigns 
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C ux **’ P a ^ s * n t ^ e f' erv ^ cc °f the caliph and fultan 
. - ~1. . eftablilhed his military fame ; and he was inverted 
with the command of Moful, as the only cham- 
pion that could avenge the caufe of the prophet. 
The public hope was not difappointed : after a 
liege of twenty-five days, he rtormed the city of 
Edeffa, and recovered from the Franks their con- 
ijuefts beyond the Euphrates ** : the martial tribes 
of Curdiftan were fubdued by the independent 
fovereign of Moful and Aleppo : his foldiers were 
taught to behold the camp as their only country ; 
they trufted to his liberality for their rewards ; 
and their abfent families were prote&ed by the 
Konred- vigilance of Zenghi. At the head of thefe vete- 
‘ rans, his fon Noureddin gradually united the 
»»74* Mahometan powers ; added the kingdom of Da- 
mafcus to that of Aleppo, and waged a long and 
fuctefsful war againft the Chriftians of Syria j he 
fpread his ample reign from the Tygris to the 
Nile, and the Abbaffides rewarded their faithful 
fervant with all the titles and prerogatives of roy- 
alty. The Latins themfelves were compelled to 
own the wifdom and courage, and even the juf- 
tice and piety, of this implacable adverfary 4 °. In 


19 William of Tyre ( 1 . xvi. c. 4, $. 7.) defcribes the lofs of 
Edeffa, and the death of Zenghi. The corruption of his name inta 
Sanguin, afforded the Latins a comfortable allufion to his fangtti- 
narj character and end, fit fanguine ifanguinolentus. 

*° Noradinus (fays William of Tyre, 1 . xx. 33.) maximus Homi- 
nis et fidei Chriftianae perfecutor j princepB tamcn juftus, vafer, 
providus, et fecundum gentis fuse traditiones religiofus. To thi* 
catholic witnefs, we may add the primate of the Jacobites (Abul- 
pharag. p; quo non alter erat inter reges vitse ratione ma- 

gi* lauc’abilt, aut quae pluribus juftitice experimentis abundaret. 
The true praife of kings is after their death, and from the mouth 
of tbeir enemies, <r( * t> m»i< »V hi-j, . 

a>Jii Mia hi a 
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LIX. 


, his life and government, the holy warrior revived 
the zeal and funplicity of the firft caliphs. Gold 
and fxlk were baniflied from his palace ; the ufe 
of wine from his dominions ; the public revenue 
was fcrupnloufly applied to the public fervicej 
and the frugal houfehold of Noureddin was maim 
tained from his legitimate lhare of the fpoil which 
he veiled in the purchafe of a private eftate. His 
favourite Sultana fighed for fome female object 
of expence. “ Alas,” replied the king, “ I fear 
“ God, and am no more than the treafurer of 
“ the Modems. Their property I cannot alien- 
f* ate ; but I ftill poffefs three lhops in the city 
“ of Hems : thefe you may take ; and thefe alone 
“ can I beftow.” His chamber of juftice was the 
terror of the great and the refuge of the poor. 

Some years after the fultan’s death, an opprefled 
fubjecl galled aloud in the ftreets of Damafcus, 

“ O Noureddin, Noureddin, where art thou now ? 

« Arife, arife, to pity and prote£l us !” A tumult 
was apprehended, and a living tyrant blulhed or 
trembled at the name of a departed monarch. 

By the arms of the Turks and Franks, the Conqueft 
Fatimites had been deprived of Syria. In Egypt, b y the 1 * 
the decay of their charafter and influence was Turks, 
ftiU more eflential. Yet they were ftill revered- 
as the defeendants and fucceffors of the prophet $ 
they maintained their invifible ftate in the palace 
of Cairo ; and their perfon was feldom violated 
by the profane eyes of fubjects or ftrangers. The 
Latin ambafladom 41 have deferibed their own 

introduction 

* * • *> ' - ' ■ ' ^ • ’ ’ * ‘ : 1 * 1 * 

<M Froip the ambaflador, William of Tyre (I, sir. c. 17. *8 ) 

defcribes 


A. D. 
1163— 
1169. 
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chap, introduction through a feries of gloomy palTages, 
and glittering porticoes : the fcene was enlivened 
by the warbling of birds and the murmur of 
fountains : it was enriched by a difplay of rich 
furniture, and rare animals ; of the Imperial 
treafures, fomething was Ihewn, and much was 
fuppofed ; and the long order of unfolding doors 
was guarded by black foldiers and domeltic eu- 
nuchs. The fanCtuary of the prefence chamber 
was veiled with a curtain ; and the vizir, who 
conduced the ambafladors, laid afide his fcyme- 
tap, and proltratcd himfelf three times on the 
ground ; the veil was then removed j and they 
beheld the commander of the faithful, who figni- 
fied his pleafure to the firft have of the throne. 
But this Have was his mailer : the vizirs or ful- 
tairs had ufurped the fupreme adminiftration of 
Egypt ; the claims of the rival candidates were 
decided by arms ; and the name of the moft 
worthy, of the llrongell, was inferted in the 
royal patent of command. The fadions of Darg- 
ham and Shawer alternately expelled each other 
from the capital and country ; and the weaker 
fide implored the dangerous protedion of the ful- 
tan of Damafcus or the king of Jerufalem, the 
perpetual enemies of the fed; and monarchy of 
the Fatimites. By his arms and religion, the 
Turk was molt formidable ; but the Frank, in an 
eafy direct march, could advance from Gaza to 

dfifcri^es the palace of Cato. In the caliphs trenfure were found 
a pearl as large as a pigeon’s egg, a ruby weighing feveritcen 
Egyptian dronis, an emerald a palm and an half fn length, anil 
vafes of cliryftal and porcelain of China (Renaudat, p. 

. the 
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the Nile ; while the intermediate fituation of his 
realm compelled the troops of Noureddiri to wheel 
rotind the Ikirts of Arabia, a long and painful 
circuit, which expofed them to thiril, fatigue, 
and the burning winds of the^defert. The le- 
cret zeal and ambition of the Turkilh prince 
afpired to reign in Egypt under the name of the 
Abbaflides ; but the reftoration of the fuppliant 


I2S 

C H A P. 
1.IX. 


Shawer was the oftenfible motive of the firft ex- ♦ 


pedition ; and the fuccefs was entrufted to the 
emir Shiracouh, a valiant and veteran com- 
mander. Dargham was opprelfed and flain ; but 
the ingratitude, the jealoufy, the juft apprehen- 
lions, of his more fortunate rival, loon provoked 
him to invite the king of Jerufalem to deliver 
Egypt from his infolent benefactors. To this 
union, the forces of Shiracouh were unequal ; he 
relinquifhed the premature conqueft ; and the 
evacuation of Belbeis or Pelufium was the con- 


dition of his fafe retreat. As the Turks defiled 


before the enemy, and their general clofed the 
rear, with a vigilant eye, and a battle-axe in his 
hand, a Frank prefumed to afk him if he were 
not afraid of an attack ? “ It is doubtlefs in your 
* e power to begin the attack,” replied the intre- 
pid emir ; “ but reft allured, that not one of my 
“ foldiers will go to paradife till he has fent an 
•** infidel to hell.” H(is report of the riches of 
the land, the effeminacy of the natives, and the 
< diforders of the government, revived the hopes 
of Noureddin; the caliph of Bagdad applauded 
the pious defign j and Shiracouh defcended into 
Egvpt a fecond time with twelve thoufand Turks 

4 and 
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C ltx 7 an< ^ ^ eVen Arabs. Yet bis forces were 

v / . ftill inferior to the confederate armies of the 

Franks and Saracens ; and I can difeern an un-* ; 
ufual degree of military art, in his paffage of the 
Nile, his retreat into Thebais, his rrtalterly evo- 
lutions in the battle of Babain, the furprife of » 
Alexandria, and his marches and counter-marcher 
in the flats and valley of Egypt, from the tropic 
* to the fea. His conduct was feconded by the 
courage of his troops, and on the eve of action ar 
Mamaluke 41 exclaimed, If we cannot wreft 
“ Egypt from the Chrillian dogs, why do we not 
“ renounce the honours and rewards of the ful- 
“ tan, and retire to labour with the peafants, of 
“ to fpin with the females of the haram ?” Yet, 

' after all his efforts in the field **, after the obfti-' 
bate defence of Alexandria 44 by his nephew Sa* 
ladin, an honourable capitulation and retreat con- s 
duded the fecond enterprife of Shiracouh ; and* , 
Noureddin referved his abilities for a third and 
more propitious occafion. It was foon offered by ■" 
the ambition and avarice of Amalric or Amaury, 

• . , » > 

«. 4 * Mamluc, plur. Mnmalic, is defined by Pocock (Proiegom„ ; > 

ad Atfulpharag. p. 7.), and d’Herbelot (p. 545.). fervum emp- 
tftium, feu qur pretio numerate in demrini poffefiionem cedit. - 
They frequently oeeur in the wars of Safadin (Bohadin, p. 236, 
&c.) ; and it was only the Baha’ tie Mamalukes that were firft 
introduced into Egypt by his defendants. 

« Jacobus a Vitriaco (p. 1116.) gives the king ofjerufaiera 
n« more than 374 knights. Both the Franks and the Modem* , 
report thefuperior numbers of the enemy; a difference which 
may- be folved by counting or omitting the unwArlike Egyp»- ■> 
turns. 

44 It was the Alexandria of the Arabs, a middle term in ex'- 
tent and riches between the period of the Greeks and Romans, 
and that of the Turks- (Savary, Lcttrcs fur !’£gypte, tom. i. 
p.a*, a$.J. 
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king of Jeruftlem, who had imbibed the perni- i 
cious maxim, that no faith Ihould be kept with i 
the enemies ©f God. A religious warrior, the 
great mailer of the holpitai, encouraged him to 
proceed; the emperor of Conflantinople, either 
gave, or promifed, a fleet to aS with the armies 
of Syria; and the perfidious Chriftian, unfarif- 
fied with fpoil and lubfidy, afpired to the con- 
quelt of Egypt. In this emergency, the Moflems 
turned their eyes towards the fultan of Damafcus ; 
the vizir, whom danger encompaffed on all fides, 
yielded to their unanimous wilhes, and Noured- 
din feemed to be tempted by the fair offer of one 
third of the revenue of the kingdom. The Franks 
were already at the gates of Cairo ; but the fub- 
urbs, the old city, were burnt on their approach ; 
they were deceived by an infidious negociation ; 
and their veffels were unable to furmount the bar- 
riers of the Nile. They prudently declined z> 
conteft with the Turks, in the midft of an hof- 
tile country ; and Amaury retired into Paleftine, 
with the lhame and reproach that always adhere 
to unfuccefsful injuftice. After this deliverance, 
Shiracouh was inverted with a robe of honour, 
which he foon ftained with the blood of the un- 
fortunate Shawer. For a while, the Turkilh 
emirs condefcended to hold the office of vizir; 
but this foreign conqueft precipitated the fall of 
the Fatimites themfelves ; and the bloodlefs 
change was accomplilhed by a meflage and a 
word. The caliphs had been degraded by their 
own weaknefs and the tyranny of the vizirs : 
their iubje&s blufted, when the defeendant and 

7 fucceffor 


147 

H At*. 
LIX. 
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caliohs, 
A. D. 


C I'l \ P v fucceffot of the prophet preferred his naked hand 
v _ _ _i to the rude gripe of a Latin ambaflador ; they 
wept when he feat the hair of his women, a fad 
emblem of their grief and terror, to excite the 

End of the pity of the fultan of Damafcus. By the com- 

Fa ti mite 1 * m * 

tnand of Noureddin, and the fentence of the 
doctors, the holy names of Abubeker, Omar, 
and Othman, were folemnly reliored : the caliph 
Mofthadi, of Bagdad, was acknowledged in the 
public prayers as the true commander of the 
faithful \ and the green livery of the fons of Ali: 
was exchanged for the black colour of the Abbaf- 
fides. The laft of his race, the caliph Adhed, 
who furvived only ten days, expired in happy ig- 
norance of his fate: his treafures fecured the 
loyalty of the foldiers and filenced the murmurs 
qf the fectaries ; and in all fubfequent revolutions, 
Egypt has never departed from the orthodox tra- 
dition of the Moflems 4J . 

- The hilly country beyond the Tigris is oc- 
•f Saiadin, cupied by the paftoral tribes of the Curds 48 : 


Eeigti and 

charadter 


. 4 s For this great revolution of Egypt, fee William of Tyre 
( 1 . xix. 5, 6, 7 12 — 3i. xx. s — I*-), Bohadin (in Vit. Saiadin. p. 
30 — 39-), Abulfeda(in Excerpt. Schultens, p. i — 12.), d'Herbe- 
lat (Bibliot. Orient. Adhed, h'athemah , but very incorredt), Re- 
naudot (Hift. Patriarch. Akx i: p. 512—323. 532—537.), VertOt 
(Hift. des Chevaliers de Malthe, tom. i. p. 141 — 163. in 4 to ), and 
M. de Guignes (tom. ii. p. ii. p. 185 — 213 ). 

4 6 For the Curds, fee de Guignes, torn.!, p. 416, 417. the 
Index Geographicus of Schultens, and Tavernier, Voyages, p, h* 
p. 308, 309- The Ayoubites defeended from the tribe of the' 
Rawadixi, one of the nobleft ; but as they were infected with 
the bereiy of the Metimpfychofis, the orthodox fujtan9 iefi- 
nuated, that their default was oniy on the mother's lide, and 
that their ancestor was a dranger who fettled apicng the Curds. 

_ . " ' " 4.. a people 
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. a people hardy, ftrong, favage, impatient of the C 
yoke, addicted to rapine, and tenacious of the go- 
vernment of their national chiefs. The refem- 
blance of name, fituation, and manners, feem 
to identify them with the Carduchians of the 
Greeks * 7 ; and they {till defend agaittfi: the Otio- 
tnan Porte the antique freedom which they aflerted 
againft the fucceffors of Cyrus- Poverty and 
ambition prompted them to embrace the profef- 
fiori of mercenary foldiers : the fervice of his 
father and uncle prepared the reign of the great 
Saladia 48 ; and the fon of Job or Ayub, a fimple 
Curd, magnanimoufly fmiled at his pedigree, 
which flattery deduced from the Arabian ca- 
liphs <s> . So unconfcious was Noureddin of the 
impending ruin of his houfe, that he conftrained 
the reluftant youth to follow his uncle Shiracouh 
into Egypt : his military character was eftablifhed 
by the defence of Alexandria ; and if we may 
believe the Latins, he folicited and obtained 
from the Chriftian general the profane honours of 
knighthood JO < On the death of Shiracouh, 

. the 



*7 See the 4 l t> book of the Anabafi3 of Xenophon. The ten 
thoufand fuflfered more from the arrows of the free Carduchians, 
than from the fplendid weaknefsxrf the great king. 

We are indebted to the profefior Schu’tt’ns (Lugd. Eat. 
1755, 'h folio) for the richeft and molt authentic materials, a 
life of Saladin by his friend and minifter the Cadhi fiohadin, ar.d 
copious ext rafts from the hiftory of his kinfman the prince Abut- 
feda of Hamah. To thefe we may add, the article of Salaktddirt 
in the Bibliolheque Orientate, and all that may be gleaned from 
the Dynafties of AbulpbaragiuS. 

+7 Since Abulfeda was himfelf an Ayoubite, he may fhare the 
praifc, for imitating, at leaft tacitly, the modefty of the founder. 
, s° Hilt. Hierofol. in the Gcfta Oei per Francos, p. 115s. A 
Vol, Xi. K limiUr 
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CHAP, the office of grand vizir was bellowed on Saladin- 

LJY 0 7 '* • 

1 ' ' ■ as the youngefl and lead powerful of the emirs -j ft: 
but with the advice of his father, whom he in- 
vited to Cairo* his genius obtained the afcendant 
over his equals, and attached the army to his 
perfon and intered. While Noureddin lived, 
thefe ambitious Curds were the mod humble of 
» his flaves ; and the indifcreet murmurs of the 
divan were filenced by the prudent Ayub, who 
loudly proteded that at the command of the ful- 
tan he himfelf would lead his fon in chains to the 
foot of the throne. “ Such language,” he added 
in private, “ was prudent and proper in an 
“ affembly of your rivals ; but we are now above 
** fear and obedience ; and the threats of Noured- 
“ din fhall not extort the tribute of a fugar- 
“ cane.” His feafonable death relieved them 
from the odious and doubtful conflict : his fon, a 
minor of eleven years of age, was left for a while 
to the emirs of Damafcus ; and the new lord of 
Egypt was decorated by the caliph with every 
title 5 * that could fanftify his ufurpation in the 
eyes of the people. Nor was Saladin long con- 
tent with the poflfeffion of Egypt ; he defpoiled 
the Chridians of Jerufalem, and the Atabeks of 
Damafcus, Aleppo, and Diarbekir : Mecca and 

1 ” , . v 

fimilar example may be found in Joinville (p. 41. edition du Lou- 
vre) 5 but the pious St. Louis refuted to dignify infidels with the 
order of Chviftran knighthood (Ducange, Obfervations, p. 70.). 

s> In thefe Arabic titles, religionis muft always be underftood ; 
Noureddin, lumen r. ; bzzoain, dccus ; Amadoddin, columen : 
our hero’s proper name was Jofeph, and he was ftyled Sataboddin, 
falus ; Al Maticbus, At Nnfirus, rex Uefenfor ; Abu McdaJJir', 
pater l-idtorue. Schuitens, Pratfat, 

Medina 
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Medina acknowledged him for their temporal 
protestor : his brother fubdued the diftant regions 
of Yemen, or the happy Arabia ; and at the hour 
of his death, his empire was fpread from the 
African Tripoli to the Tigris, and from the Indian 
ocean to the mountains of Armenia. In the 
judgment of his character, the reproaches of 
treafon and ingratitude ftrike forcibly on out 
minds, imprefied, as they are, with the prin- 
ciple and experience of law and loyalty. But 
his ambition may in fomc meafure be excuf- 
ed by the revolutions of Afia 51 , which had 
erafed every notion of legitimate fucceffion ; 
by the recent example of the Atabeks them- 
felves ; by his reverence to the fon of his bene- 
factor, his humane and generous behaviour to the 
collateral branches ; by their incapacity and his 
merit ; by the approbation of the caliph, the foie 
fource of all legitimate power ; and, above all, 
by the withes and interelt of the people, whofe 
happinefs is the fir It object of government. In 
his virtues, and in thofe of his patron, they admired 
the fingular union of the hero and the faint ; for 
both Noureddin and Saladin are ranked among 
the Mahometan faints ; and the conftant medita- 
tion of the holy war appears to have fired a 
ferious and fober colour over their lives and 
aCtions. The youth of the latter 55 was addicted 


CHAP. 

LIX. 


5 * Abulfeda, who defeended from a brother of Saladin, ob- 
fervea from many examples, that the founders of dynalties took, 
the guilt for themfclves, and left the reward to their innocent 
collaterals (Excerpt, p. 10.). 
n See his life and chara&er in Rcnaudot, p. .537 — 

K 2 to 
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c H A P. to wine and women; but his afpiring fpirit fooa 

. 'i! renounced the temptations of pleafure, for the 

graver follies of fame and dominion : the gar- 
ment of Saladin was of coarfe woollen ; water 
was his only drink ; and, while he emulated the 
temperance, he furpafied the chadity, of his 
Arabian prophet. Both in faith and practice he 
was a rigid Mufulman ; he ever deplored that the 
defence of religion had not allowed him to accom- 
plifh the pilgrimage of Mecca ; but at the dated 
hours, five times each day, the fukan devoutly 
prayed with his brethren : the involuntary omif- 
fion of fading was fcrupuloufly repaid ; and his 
perufal of the Koran, on horfeback between the 
approaching armies, may be quoted as a proof, 
however odentatious, of piety and courage !+ . 
The fuperditious doctrine of the fed: of Shafei 
was the only dudy that he deigned to encou- 
rage : the poets were fafe in his contempt ; but 
all profane fcience tvas the object of his averfion ; 
and a philofopher, who had vented fome fpecu- 
lative novelties, was feized and drangled by the 
command of the royal faint. The judice of his 
divan was acceflible to the meaned fuppliant 
againd himfelf and his miniders ; and it was 
only for a kingdom that Saladin would deviate 
from the rule of equity. While the descendants 
of Seljuk and Zenghi held his dirrup and {mooch- 
ed his garments, he was affable and patient with 
the meaned of his fervants. So boundltfs was 

5+ His civil and religious virtues arc celebrated in the fiift 
charter of Bohadin (p. 4 — jo.), himfelf an eye-witoeft,' and 
an honeft bigot. 

his 
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his liberality, that he diftributed twelve thoufand C H AP. 
horfes at the fiege of Acre ; and, at the time of , 
his death, no more than forty-feven drams of 
filver and one piece of gold coin were found in 
the treafury ; yet in a martial reign, the tributes 
were diminiflied, and the wealthy citizens enjoyed 
■without fear or danger the fruits of their induftry. 

Egypt, Syria, and Arabia, were adorned by the 
royal foundations of hofpitals, colleges, and 
mofchs ; and Cairo was fortified with a wall and 
citadel ; but his works were confecrated to public 
ufe 5S , nor did the fultan indulge himfelf in a gar- 
den or palace of private luxury. In a fanatic age, 
himfelf a fanatic, the genuine virtues of Saladin 
commanded the efteem of the Chriftians : the em- 
peror of Germany gloried in his friendfhip s ® : 
the Greek emperor folicited his alliance 5T ; and 
the conqueft of Jerufalem diffufed, and perhaps 
magnified, his fame both in the Eaft and Weft. 

During its fhort exiftence, the kingdom of Je- His con- 
rufalem 58 was fupported by the difcord of the uiTking- 
Turks and Saracens; and both the Fatimite do ^’ D 
caliphs and the fultans of Damafcus were tempted 1187. 
to facrifice the caufe of their religion to the 3 ‘ 
meaner confiderations of private and prefent ad- 
vantage. But the powers of Egypt, Syria, and 

is In many works, particularly Jofeph's well in the cafllc of 
Cairo, the fultan and the patriarch have been confounded by the 
ignorance of natives and travellers. 

$*> Anonym. Canilii, tom. iii. p. ii. p. 504- 

57 Bohadin, p. 129, 130. 

5 s For the Latin kingdom of Jerufalem, fee William of Tyre, 
from the ix [h to the xxiiJ book. Jacob, a Vitriaco, Ilift. Hierofo- 
lem. 1 . i. and Sanutus, Secreta Fidclium Crucis, I. iii. p. vi.vii, 
viii, ix. 

K 3 Arabia, 
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CHAP. Arabia, were now united by an hero, whom na- 

l LI . X ■ ture an ^ fortune had armed again!! the Chrif- 
tians. All without, now bore the moll threaten- 
ing afpeft ; and all was feeble and hollow in the 
internal ftate of Jerufalem. After the two firfl 
Baldwins, the brother and coufin of Godfrey of 
Bouillon, the fceptre devolved by female fuccef- 
fion to Meiifenda, daughter of the fecond Baldn 
win, and her hufband Fulk, count of Anjou* 
the father, by a former marriage, of our Englifh 
Plantagenets. Their two fons, Baldwin the 
third and Amaury, waged a flrenuous, and not 
unfuccefsfal, war againfl the infidels ; but the 
fon of Amaury, Baldwin the fourth, was de- 
- prived, by the leprofy, a gift of the crufades, of 
the faculties both of mind and body. His filter 
Sybilla, the mother of Baldwin the fifth, was his 
natural heirefs : after the fufpicious death of her 
child, fhe crowned her fecond hufband, Guy of 
Lufignan, a prince of a handfome perfcn, but of 
fuch bafe renown, that his own brother Jeffrey 
was heard to exclaim, “Since they have made 
“ him a king, furely they would have made me a 
“ god !” The choice was generally blamed * 
and the moft powerful vaffal, Raymond count of 
Tripoli, who had been excluded from the fuccefi 
fion and regency, entertained an implacable ha- 
tred againfl the king, and expofed his honour 
and confeience to the temptations of the fultam 
'Such were the guardians of the holy city ; a 
leper, a child, a woman, a coward, and a traitor : 
yet its fate was delayed twelve years by fome fup- 
pHes from Europe, by the valour of the military 

orders* 
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orders, and by the diftant or domeftic avocations c h'AP. 
of theiv great enemy. At length, on every fide the L ■ 
finking ftate was encircled and prefied by an hoflile 
line ; and the truce was violated by the Franks, 
whofe exiftence it protected. A foldier of fortune, 

Reginald of Chatillon, had feized a fortrefs on 
the edge of the defert, from whence he pillaged 
the caravans, infulted Mahomet, and threatened 
the cities of Mecca and Medina. Saladin conde- 
fcended to complain ; rejoiced in the denial of 
juftice ; and at the head of fourfcore thoufand horfe 
and foot, invaded the Holy Land. The choice of 
Tiberias for his fir ft fiege was fuggefted by the 
count of Tripoli, to whom it belonged ; and the 
king of Jerufalem was perfuaded to drain his gar- 
rifons, and to arm his people, for the relief of 
that important place 59 . By the advice of the 
perfidious Raymond, the Chriftians were be- 
trayed into a camp deftitute of water : he fled on 
the firft onfet with the curfes of both nations 60 : Lu- 
fignan was overthrown with the lofs of thirty thou- 
fand men y and the wood of the true crofs, a dire 
misfortune ! was left in the power of the infidels. 

The royal captive was conduced to the tent of 
Saladin j and as he fainted with third and terror, 
the generous vi&or prefented him with a cup of 

Ui • .< 

59 Templarii ut apes bombabant et Hofpitalarii ut venti ftride- 
bant, etbarones feexitio offerebant, et Turcopuli (the Chriftian 
light troops) femet ipfi in ignctn injiciebant (Ifpahani de Expugna- 
tione Kudfitica, p. 18. apud Schultens) 5 a fpecimen of Ara- 
bian eloquence, fomewhat different from the ftylc of Xeno- 
phon! 

60 The Latins affirm, the Arabians infinuate, the treafon of 
Raymond ; but had he really embraced their religion, he would 
have been a faint and a hero in the eyes of the latter. 

K 4 Iherbet 
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C A, P- fherbet cooled In fnow, without fiiffering his 
v— j companion, Reginald of Chatillon, to partake of 
this pledge of hofpitality and pardon. “ The 
“ perfon and dignity of a king,” faid the fultan, 
“ are facrcd ; but this impious robber mull in- 
<f llantly acknowledge the prophet, whom he 
“ has blafphemed, or meet the death which he 
“ has fo often deferved.” On the proud or 
confcientious refufal of the Chriftian warrior, Sa. 
ladin (truck- him on the head with his feymetar, 
and Reginald was difpatched by the guards 
The trembling Lufignan was fent to Damafcus to 
an honourable prifon and fpeedy ranfom ; but 
the vi&ory was ftainsd by the execution of two 
hundred ?tnd thirty knights of the hofpital, the 
intrepid champions and martyrs of their faith. 
The kingdom was left without a head ; and ofi 
the two grand mailers of the military orders, the 
one was flam and the other was a prifoner. From 
all the cities, both of the fea-coaft and the inland 
country, the garrifons had been drawn away for 
this fatal field : Tyre and Tripoli alone could 
efcape the rapid inroad of Saladin ; and three, 
months after the battle of Tiberias he appeared 
in arms before the gates of Jerufalem *\ 

Si Renatld, Reginald, or Arnold dc Chatillon, is celebrated 
by the Latins in his life and death ; but the circnmftances of tbc 
latter are more difiin^lly related by Bohadin and Abulfeda ; and 
Joinville (Hift. dc St. Louis, p. 70.) alludes to the practice oP 
Saladin, of never putting to death a prifoner who had tailed 
bis bread and fait. Some of the companions' of Arnold had been 
flaughtered, and almoft fscrificed, in a valley of Mecca, ubi la- 
crificia maftantur (Abulfeda, p. 32.). 

41 Vcrtot, who well deferibes the lofs of the kingdom and city 
(Hilt. dcs Chevaliers de Malthe, tom. i. 1. ii. p, 226—378.), inferts 
two original epiftles of 3 knight templar. 

He 
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He might expect, that the fiege of a city, fo 
venerable on earth and in heaven, fo interefting to 
Europe and Afia, would rekindle the laft fparks 
of enthufiafm ; and that, of fixty thoufand Chrif- 
tians, every man would be a foldier, and every 
foldier a candidate for martyrdom. But queen 
Sybilla trembled for herfelf and her captive huf- 
band ; and the barons and knights, who had 
efcaped from the fword and chains of the Turks, 
difplayed the fame factious and felfifh fpirit in the 
public ruin. The moll numerous portion of the 
inhabitants were compofed of the Greek and Ori- 
ental Chriftians, whom experience had taught to 
prefer the Mahometan before the Latin yoke 03 ; 
and the holy fepulchre attracted a bafe and needy 
crowd, without arms or courage, who fubfifted 
only on the charity of the pilgrims. Some feeble 
and hafty efforts were made for the defence of 
Jerufalem ; but in the fpace of fourteen days, a 
victorious army drove back the fallies of the be- 
fieged, planted their engines, opened the wall to 
the breadth of fifteen cubits, applied their l'caling- 
ladders, and erefted on the breach twelve banners 
of the, prophet and the fultan. It was in vain that 
a bare-foot proceffion of the queen, the women, 
and the monks, implored the Son of God to fave 
his tomb, and his inheritance from impious- viola- 
tion. Their foie hope was in the mercy of the con- 
queror, and to their firR fuppliant deputation 
jhat mercy was flernly denied. “ He had fworn. 

•? Rcnaudot, Hift. Patriarch. Alex. p. 545. 


*37 

CHAP. 

LIX. 
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and city of 
Jerufalem, 
A. D. 
1187, 
O&ober 2. 
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chap. “ to avenge the patience and long-fuffering of the 

Xl i “ Modems ; the hour of forgivenefs was elapfed, 
“ and the moment was now arrived to expiate in 
“ blood, the innocent blood, which had been 
“ fpilt by Godfrey and the firft crufaders.” But 
a defperate and fuccefsful ftruggle of the Franks 
admonifhed the fultan that his triumph was not 
vet fecure ; he liftened with reverence to a folemn 
adjuration in the name of the common father of 
mankind ; and a fentiment of human fympathy 
mollified the rigour of fanaticifm and conqueft. 
He confented to accept the city, and to fpare the 
inhabitants. The Greek and Oriental Chriftians 
were permitted to live under his dominion ; but 
it was ftipulated, that in forty days all the Franks 
and Latins fhould evacuate Jerufalem, and be 
fafely conducted to the fea-ports of Syria and 
Egypt 5 that ten pieces of gold fhould be paid 
for each man, five for each woman, and one for 
every child ; and that thofe who were unable to 
purchafe their freedom fhould be detained in per- 
petual flavery. Of fome writers it is a favourite 
and invidious theme to compare the humanity of 
Saladin with the maffacre of the firft crufade. 
The difference would be merely perfonal ; but 
we fhould not forget that the Chriftians had 
offered to capitulate, and that the Mahometans 
of Jerufalem fuftained the laft extremities of an 
affault and ftorm. Juftice is indeed due to the 
fidelity with which the Turkifh conqueror fulfilled 
the conditions of the treaty ; and he may be de- 
servedly praifed for the glance of pity which he 
•• caft 
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call on the mifery of the vanquifhed. Inflead of CHAP, 
a rigorous exaction of his debt, he accepted a fum ^ r 
of thirty thoufand byzants, for the ranfom of 
feven thoufand poor ; two or three thoufand more 
were difmifl'ed by his gratuitous clemency; and 
the number of Haves was reduced to eleven or 
fourteen thoufand perfons. In his interview with 
the queen, his words, and even his tears, fug- 
gefted the kindeih confolations ; his liberal alms 
were diftributed among thofe who had been 
made orphans or widows by the fortune of 
war ; and while the knights of the hofpital were 
in arms againfl him, he allowed their more pious 
brethren to continue, during the term of a year, 
the care and fervice of the fick. In thefe acts of 
mercy the virtue of Saladin deferves our admira- 
tion and love : he was above the neceffity of dif- 
fimulation, and his ftern fanaticifm would have 
prompted him to diffemble, rather than to affeft, 
this profane compaflion for the enemies of the 
Koran. After Jerufalem had been delivered from 
the prefence' of the ftrangers, the fultan made his 
triumphant entry, his banners waving in the 
w ind and to the harmony of martial mufic. The 
great mofch of Omar, which had been converted 
into a church, was again confecrated to one God 
and his prophet Mahomet ; the walls and pave- 
ment were purified with rofe water ; and a pulpit, 
the labour of Noureddin, was erefted in the fanc- 
tuary. But when the golden crofs that glittered 
on the dome was call; down, and dragged through 
the ftreets, the Chriftians of every left uttered , 
a lamentable groan, which was anfwered 


by the 
•joyful 
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joyful fhouts of the Moflems. In four ivory chefls 
the patriarch had collected the croffes, the images, 
the vafes, and the relics, of the holy place : they 
were feized by the conqueror, who was defirous 
of prefenting the caliph with the trophies of Chrif- 
tian idolatry. He was perfuaded however to en- 
trufl them to the patriarch and prince of Antioch ; 
and the pious pledge was redeemed by Richard of 
England, at the cxpence of fifty-tw o thoufand. 
byzants of gold ,+ . 

The nations might fear and hope the imme- 
diate and final cxpulfion of the Latins from Sy- 
ria ; which was yet delayed above a century after 
the death of Saladin * 5 . In the career of victory, 
he was firft checked by the refiftanee of Tyre ; 
the troops and garrifons, which had capitulated, 
were imprudently conducted to the fame port : 
their numbers were adequate to the defence of 
the place ; and the arrival of Conrad of Mont- 
ferrat infpired the. diforderly crowd with confi- 
dence and union. His father, a venerable pil- 
grim, had been made prifoner in the battle of 
Tiberias ; but that difafter was unknown in Italy 
and Greece, when the fon was urged by ambi- 
tion and piety to vifit the inheritance of his royal 
nephew, the infant Baldwin. The view of the 

For the eonqneft of Jertiihlem, Bohadin (p. 6r — 75.) and 
Abulfeda (p. 4c — 43.) are our Modem witnefl'es. Of the Chrif- 1 
tian, Bernard 1 hefaurarius (c. 151 — 167.) is the moft copious 
and authentic ; fee likewife Matthew Paris (p. 1:0-124.). 

6 5 The fieges of Tyre and Acre are moft copioufly defcribed 
by Bernard Thefaurarius (de Acquifitione Terra: Sandlx, c. 167 — . 
179.), the author of the Hiftoria Hierofolymitana (p. 1150 — 1172. 
in Bongarfius), Abulfcda (p. 43—50.), and Bohadin (p. 75 — 

Turkilh . 
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Turkifh banners warned him from the hoflile 
coaft of Jaffa; and Conrad was unanimoufly 
hailed as the prince and champion of Tyre, which 
was already befieged by the conqueror of Jerufa- 
lem. The firmnefs of his zeal, and perhaps his 
knowledge of a generous foe, enabled him to 
brave the threats of the fultan, and to declare, 
that Ihould his aged parent be expofed before the 
walls, he himfelf would difeharge the firfl arrow, 
and glory in his defeent from a Chriftian mar- 
tyr 46 . The Egyptian fleet was allowed to enter 
the harbour of Tyre ; but the chain was fuddenly 
drawn, and five gallies were either funk or taken : 
a thoufand Turks were flain in a fally ; and Sala- 
din, after burning his engines, concluded a glo- 
rious campaign by a difgraceful retreat to Damaf- 
cus. He was foon aiTailed by a more formidable 
temped. The pathetic narratives, and even the 
pictures, that reprefented in' lively colours the 
fervitude and profanation of Jerufalem, awakened 
the torpid fenfibility of Europe : the emperor, 
Frederic Barbarofla, and the kings of France and 
England, afiumed the crofs ; and the tardy mag- 
nitude of their armaments was anticipated by the 
maritime dates of the Mediterranean and the 
Ocean. The fkilful and provident Italians firfl; 
embarked in the fhips of Genoa, Pifa, and Ve- 
nice. They were fpeedily followed by the mod 
eager pilgrims of France, Normandy, and the 

.. t.i 

t *» .■« * It * 

66 I have followed a moderate and probable reprefentjjtfpn of 

the fa. ft : by Vcrtot, who adopts without reluiftanre a 'romantic 
talc, the old frtarqu;,* is actually expofed to the darts of the be- 
lieved. 

Wcdera 
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CHAP. Weftern Ifles. The powerful fuccour of Flan* 

'T ,V 1 , . 

ders, Frife, and Denmark, filled near an hundred 
veflels ; and the northern warriors were diftin- 
guilhed in the field by a lofty ftature and a pon- 
derous battle-axe 61 . Their increafing multitudes 
could no longer be confined within the walls of 
Tyre, or remain obedient to the voice of Conrad. 

They pitied the misfortunes, and revered the 
dignity, of Lufignan, who was releafed from pri- 
fon, perhaps, to divide the army of the Franks. 

He propofed the recovery of Ptolemais, or Acre, 
thirty miles to the fouth of Tyre; and the place 
was firft inverted by two thoufand horfe and thirty 
thoufand foot under his nominal command. I 
lhall not expatiate on the ftory of this memorable 
fiege ; which lafted near two years, and con* 
fumed, in a narrow fpace, the forces of Europe 1 
and Afia. Never did the flame of enthufiafm burn 
with fiercer and more deftru&ive rage ; nor could 
~A 9 ’i> Uly true b e ^ evers > a common appellation, who 
*191, July, confecrated their own martyrs, refufe fome ap- 
plaufe to the miftaken zeal and courage of their 
iidverfaries. At the found of the holy trumpet, 
the Moderns of Egypt, Syria, Arabia, and the 
Oriental provinces, aflembled under the fervant 
of the prophet 68 : his camp was pitched and 
removed within a few miles of Acre ; and he 

Northmanni et Gothi, et csteri populi infularum qu* intej 
occidentem et feptemtrionem fit* funt, gentcs bcllicofx, corpo- 
ris proceri, mortis intrepid*, bipennibus armalar, navibus ro- 
tundis qu* Yfnacbi* dicuntur advetfi*. 

fis The hiftorian of Jerufalem (p. 1 108.) adds the nations of the 
Eaft from the Tigris to India, .and the fwarthy tribes of Moors 
and Getulians, fo that Afia and Africa fought againft Europe. 

laboured. 


Siege of 
Acre, 

A. D. 
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laboured, night and day, for the relief of hi? chap. 
brethren and the annoyance of the Franks. Nine ^ / ' f 
battles, not unworthy of the name, were fought, 
in the neighbourhood of mount Carmel, with 
fuch viciffitude of fortune, that in one attack, the 
fultan forced his way into the city ; that .in one 
Tally, the Chriftians penetrated to the royal tent. 

By the means of divers and pigeons, a regular 
correfpondence was maintained with the befieged : 
and, as often as the fea was left open, the cx- 
haufted garrifon was withdrawn, and a frefh Tup* 
ply was poured into the place. The Latin camp 
was thinned by famine, the fword, and the cli- 
mate ; but the tents of the dead w'ere replenifbed 
with new pilgrims, who exaggerated the ftcength 
and fpeed of their approaching countrymen. The 
vulgar was aftonilhed by the report, that the pope 
himfelf, with an innumerable crufade, was ad- 
vanced as far as Conftantinople. The march of 
the emperor filled the Eaft with more ferious 
alarms ; the obftacles which he encountered in 
Afi» 9 and perhaps in Greece, were raifed by the 
policy of Saladin ; his joy on the death of Bar+ 
barofla was meafured by his efteem ; and the 
Chriftians were rather difmayed than encouraged 
at the fight of the duke of Swabia and his way- 
worn remnant of five thoufand Germans. At 
length, in the fpring of the fecond year, the royal 
fleets of France and England call anchor in the 
bay of Acre, and the fiege was more vigoroufly 
profecuted by the youthful emulation of the two 
kings, Philip Auguftus and Richard Plantagenet. 

After every refource had been tried, and every 

7 hope 
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c H A p. hope was exhaufted, the defenders o'f Acre fub- 
^ ‘ ' , mitted to their fate ; a capitulation was granted, 

but their lives and liberties were taxed at the hard 
conditions of a ranfom of two hundred thoufand 
pieces of gold, the deliverance of one hundred p\ 
nobles and fifteen hundred inferior captives, and .V." 
the refloration of the wood of the holy crofs. r 
Some doubts in the agreement, and fome delay 
* in the execution, rekindled the fury of the Franks, v,’ 
and three thoufand Moflems, almoft in the fub 
' tan’s view, were beheaded by the command of 

the fanguinary Richard 8 ®. By the conqueft of 
Acre, the Latin powers acquired a ftrong town 
and a convenient harbour ; but the advantage was 
mod dearly purchafed. The minifter and hifto<- 
rian of Saladin computes, from the report of the 
enemy, that their numbers, at different periods-, 
amounted to five or fix hundred thoufand ; that 
more than one hundred thoufand Chriftians were 
llain $ that a far greater number was loft by dif- 
eafe or ftiipwreck ; and that a fmall portion of 
this mighty hoft could return in fafety to their 
native countries 7 °. . 

• . ul 

69 Bohadin, p. 1S0. ; and this maflacre is neither denied not 

blamed by the Chriftian hiftorians. Alacriter jofTa eomplentes (the 
Englifh foldiers), fays Galfridus a Vineiauf (Liv. c. 4. p.346.), 
who fixes at 2700 the number of victims ; who are multiplied to 
5000 by Roger Hoveden (p. 697, 69S.). The humanity or avarice 
of Philip Auguftus was perfuaded to ranfom his prilbners (Jacob* 

3 Vitriaco, 1 . i. c. 98. p. 112*.). 

7° Bohadin, p. 14. He quotes the judgment of Baliaons, and 
the prince of Sidon, and adds, ex ilia iminda quaff hominimi 
paucififimi redierunt. Among the Chriftians who died before St. 

John d’Acre, I find the Englifh names of de Ferrers earl of Der- 
by (Dugdalc, Baronage, part i. p. 160.}, Mowbray (idem, p’.' 

114,), dc Mfjidevil, de fknr.es, St. John, Scrope, Pigot, Tai- 
jbot, £c. 


Philip 
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* Philip Auguflus, and Richard the firft, are the 
only kings of France and England, who have 
fought under the fame banners ; but the holy 
fervice, in which they were enlifted, was incef- 
fantly difturbed by their national jealoufy ; and 
the two fa&ions, which they protected in Pale- 
ftine, were more averfe to each other than to the 
common enemy. In the eyes of the Orientals, 
: the French monarch was fuperior in dignity and 
power ; and in the emperor’s abfence, the Latins 
revered him as their temporal chief 1l . His ex- 
ploits were not adequate to his fame. Philip was 
brave, but the ftatefman predominated in his 
character ; he was foon weary of facrificing his 
health and intereft on a barren coaft ; the furren- 
•der of Acre became the fignal of his departure ; 
nor could he juftify this unpopular defertion, by 
leaving the duke of Burgundy, with five hundred 
knights and ten thoufand foot, for the fervice of 
the Holy Land. The king of England, though 
inferior in dignity, furpafied his rival in wealth 
i and military renown 71 ; and if heroifm be con- 
fined to brutal and ferocious valour, Richard 
Plantagenet will ftand high among the heroes of 
the age. The memory of Ctzur de Lion, of the 
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Richard 
of Eng- 
land, in 
Palcftine, 
A. D. 
1191, 
uya. 


7 * Magnus hie apud eos, interque reges eorum tun virtute, 
turn majeftate 'etninens .... fummus rtrum arbiter (Bohadin, 
p. -59.)'. Me docs not feem to have known the names either of 
Plnlip or Richard. 

7» Rex Anglia:, prxftrenuus .... rege Gallornm minor apud 
eos ccnfeoatur ratione regni atque dignitatis ; fed turn divrtiis 
florcntior, turn bciliija virtute multo erat celebrior (Bohadin, 
p. 161.). A ftrangcr might admire, thofe riches; the national 
hiftorians \v ; ll tell with what lawlcfs and waileful oppreliion they 
were collected. 

Voe. XI. L lion- 

v ■ 
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.C H A P. lion-hearted prince, was long dear and glorious 

n . to his Engliih fubjecls ; and, at the diftance of 
fixty years, it was celebrated in proverbial fayings 
by the grandfons of the Turks and Saracens, 
againlt whom he had fought : his tremendous 
name was employed by the Syrian mothers to 
, filence their infants ; and if an horfe fuddenly 
ftarted from the way, his rider was wont to ex- 
claim, “ Doft thou think king Richard is in that 
buih 71 ?” His cruelty to the Mahometans was 
the eflfeft of temper and zeal ; but I cannot be- 
lieve that a foldier, fo free and fearlefs in the ufe 
of his lance, would have defcended to whet a 
dagger againft his valiant brother Conrad of 
Montferrat, who was ilain at Tyre by forne fe- 
cret affaffms 74 . After the furrender of Acre, and 
the departure of Philip, the king of England led 
the crufaders to the recovery of the fea-coaft ; 
and the cities of Ctefarea and Jaffa were added to 
the fragments of the kingdom of Lufignan. A 
march of one hundred miles from Acre to Af- 
calon, was a great and perpetual battle of eleven * 
days. In the diforder pf his troops, Saladin re- 
mained on the field with feventeen guards, with- 
out lowering his ftandard, or fufpending the 
found of his brazen kettle-drum : ' he again ral- 


?i Joinville, p. 17. Cuides-tu que ce fo : t le roi Richart ? 

7+ Yet be was guilty in the opinion of the Modems, who atteft 
the confeiBon of the aliaffins, that they were fent by the king of 
England (Bohadin, p. 225.) ; and his only defence is an abfurd 
and palpable forgery (Hilt, de l’Academie des Infcriptions, tom. 
xvi. p. 155 — i6j.), 3pretended letter from the prince of the aflaf- 
fins, the Sheich, or old man of the mountain, who ;uftified Ri- 
chard, by adorning to kimfelf the guilt cr merit of the murder. 

lied 
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lied and renewed the charge ; and his preachers CHAP, 
or -heralds called aloud on the Unitarians , man- u . 
fully to Hand up againft the Chriflian idolaters. 

But the progrefs of thefe idolaters was irrefiftible : 
and it was only by demolifhing the walls and 
buildings of Afcalon, that the fultan could pre- 
vent them from occupying an important fortrefs 
on the confines of Egypt. During a fevere winter, 
the armies flept ; but in the fpring, the Franks 
advanced within a day’s march of Jerufalem, 
under the leading ftandard of the Englilh king ; 
and his attive fpirit intercepted a convoy, or cara- 
van, of feven thoufand camels. Saladin 75 had 
fixed his Ration in the holy city ; but the city 
was ftruck with confirmation and difcord : he 
failed ; he prayed ; he preached ; he offered to 
/hare the dangers of the fiege ; but his Mama- 
lukes, who remembered the fate of their com- 
panions at Acre, prefled the fultan with loyal or 
feditious clamours, to referve bis perfon and their 
courage for the future defence of the religion and 
empire 715 . The Moflems were delivered by the 
fudden, or, as they deemed, the miraculous, re- 
treat of the Chriftians 77 ; and the laurels of 

Richard 


75 See the diftrefs and pious firmnefs of Saladin, as they are 
•lefcribed by Bohadin (p. ^ — i). 435 — 237.), who himlVlf ha- 
rangued the defenders of Jerufalem ; their fears were not un- 
known to the enemy (Jacob, a Vitriaco, 1 . i. c. 100. p. 1123. 
Vinifauf, U v. c. 50. p. 399-)- 

76 Yet unleis the fultan, or an Ayoubite prince, remained in 
Jerufalem, nec Curdi, Turcis, ncc Turd afieilt obtemperaturi 

* Curdis (Bohadin, p. 236.). He draws afide a corner of the poli- 
tical curtain. 

77 Bohadin (p. 237.) aud even Jeffrey de Vinifauf ( 1 . vi. c. 1 — 

t« S, 
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Richard were blafted by the prudence, or envy, 
of his companions. The hero, afcending an hill, 
and veiling his face, exclaimed with an indignant 
voice, “ Thofe who are unwilling to refcue, are 
“ unworthy to view, the fepulchre of Chrift !” 
After his return to Acre, on the news that Jaffa 
was furprifed by the fultan, he failed with fome 
merchant veffels, and leaped foremolt on the 
beach ; the caftle was relieved by his prefence ; 
and fixty thoufand Turks and Saracens fled be- 
fore his arms. The difcovery of his weaknefs 
■provoked them to return in the morning ; and 
.'they found him carelefsly encamped before the 
gates with only feventeen knights and three hun- 
dred archers. Without counting their numbers, 
he fuftained their charge ; and we learn from the 
evidence of his enemies, that the king of Eng- 
land, grafping his lance, rode furioufly along 
their front, from the right to the left wing, with- 
out meeting an adverfary who dared to encounter 
his career 7S . Am I writing the hiftory of Or- 
lando or Amadis ? 


8. p. 403— 409.) aferibe the retreat to Richard himfelf; and Ja- 
cobus a Vitriaco obferves, that in his impatience to depart, in 
alterum virum mutatus eft (p. m3.). Yet Joinville, a French 
knight, accufes the envy of Hugh duke of Burgundy (p. 116.), 
without fuppofing, like Matthew Paris, that he was bribed by 
Saladin. 

7 * The expeditions to Afcalon, Jerufalem, and Jaffa, are re- 
lated by Bohadin (p. 184 — *49.) and Abulfeda (p. 51, 5*.). The 
author of the Itinerary, or the monk of St. Alban’s, cannot ex- 
aggerate the Cadhi’s account of the prowefs of Richard (Vinifauf, 
}. vi. c. 14 — 14- p. 41* — 411. Hift. Major, p. 137 — 143,); and 
on the whole of this war, there is a marvellous agreement be- 
tween the Chriftian and Mahometan writers, who mutually 
praife the virtues of their enemies. 

During 
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During thefe hoftilities, a languid and tedious C h a p, 
* negotiation 79 between the Franks and Moilems , LIX ~ f 
was ftarted, and continued, and broken, and His treaty 

7 • and de- 

again refumed, and again broken. Some ads of par t U re, 
royal courtefy, the gift of fnow and fruit, the ^.ptcm 9 "’ 
exchange of Norway hawks and Arabian horfes, bcr. 
foftened the afperity of religious war : from the 
viciffitude of fuccefs, the monarchs might learn 
to fufpect that Heaven was neuter in the quarrel ; 
nor, after the trial of each other, could either 
hope for a decifive vi&ory to . The health both 
of Richard and Saladin appeared to be in a de- 
clining flate ; and they refpectively fuffered the 
evils of diftant and domeftic warfare : Flantage- 
net was impatient to punilh a perfidious rival who 
had invaded Normandy in his abfence ; and the 
indefatigable fultan was fubdued by the cries of 
the people, who was the victim, and of the fol- 
diers, who were the inftruments, of his martial 
zeal. The firft demands of the king of England 
were the reftitution of Jerufalem, Paleftine, and 
the true crofs ; and he firmly declared, that him- 
felf and his brother pilgrims would end their lives 
in the pious labour, rather than return to Eu- 

79 See the progress of negociation and hoftility in E oh ad in (p. 
toy — 260.), who was himfelf an aftor in the treaty. Richard 
declared his intention of returning with new armies to the con- 
queft of the Holy Land; and Saladin anfwered the menace with 
a civil compliment (Vinifauf, 1 . vi. c. a?, p. 443.). 

80 The molt copious and original account of this holy war, is 
Galfridi a Vinifauf Jtincrarium Regis Anglorum Richarrii ct alio- 
rum in Terram Hierofolymorurn, in (ix books, publilhcd in the 
iiJ volume of Gale’s Scriptores Hift. Anglican® (p. 247 — 429.). 

Roger Hoveden and Matthew Paris afford likewife many valuable 
materials; and the former deferibes, with accuracy, the difei- 
p'ine and navigation of the Englifh fleet. . • 

L 3 rope 
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rope with ignominy and remorfe. But the coni 
fcience of Saladin refufed, without fome weighty 
compenfation, to reftord the idols, or promote 
the idolatry, of the Chriftians : he alferted, with 
equal firmnefs, his religious and civil claim to 
the fovereignty of Paleftine ; defcanted on the 
importance and fan&ity of Jerufalem ; and re- 
jected all terms of the eftablifhment, or partition, 
of the Latins. The marriage which Richard pro- 
pofed, of his filler with the fultan’s brother, was 
defeated by the difference of faith : the princefs 
abhorred the embraces of a Turk ; and Adel, or 
Saphadin, would not eafily renounce a plurality 
of wives. A perfonal interview was declined by 
Saladin, who alleged their mutual ignorance of 
each other’s language ; and the negociation was 
managed with much art and delay by their inter- 
preters and envoys. The final agreement was 
equally difapproved by the zealots of both par- 
ties, by the Roman pontiff and the caliph of 
Bagdad. It was ftipulated that Jerufalem and 
the holy fepulchre ftiould be open, without tri- 
bute or vexation, to the pilgrimage of the Latin 
Chriftians ; that, after the demolition of Afcalon, 
they ftiould inclufively poffefs the fea-coaft from' 
Jaffa to Tyre; that the count of Tripoli and the 
prince of Antioch ftiould be comprifed in the 
truce ; and that, during three years and three 
months, all hoftilities ftiould ceal'e. The princi- 
pal chiefs of the two armies fwore to the obferv- 
ance of the treaty ; but the monarchs were fatif- 
fied with giving their word and their right-hand ; 
and the royal majefty was excufed from an oath, 
• which 
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which always implies fome fufpicion of falfehood 
and difhonour. Richard embarked for Europe 
to feek a long captivity and a premature grave ; 
and the fpace of a few months concluded the life 
and glories of Saladin. The Orientals deferibe 
his edifying death* which happened at Damafcus ; 
but they feem ignorant of the equal diflribution of 
his alms among the three religions 8 ‘, or of the 
difplay of a fhroud, inftead of a flandard, to ad- 
monifh the Eaft of the inftability of human great- 
nefs. The unity of empire was diffolved by his 
death ; his fons were opprefied by the flronger 
arm of their uncle Saphadin ; the hoftile interefls 
of the fultans of Egypt, Damafcus, and Aleppo 8 % 
were again revived; and the Franks or Latins 
flood, and breathed, and hoped, in their for trefles 
along the Syrian coafl. 

The noblefl monument of a conqueror’s fame, 
and of the terror which he infpired, is the Sala- 
dine tenth, a general tax, which was impofed on 
the laity,' and even the clergy, of the Latin 
church for the fervice of the holy war. The 
practice was too lucrative to expire with the occa- 
fion ; and this tribute became the foundation of 
all the tithes and tenths on ecclefiaftical benefices, 
which have been granted by the Roman pontiffs 
to Catholic fovereigns, or referved for the imme- 

*> Even Vcrtot (tom. i. p. 15T.) adopts the foolilh notion of 
the indifference of Saladin, who profeffed the Koran with his Iaft 
breath 1 

Sz See the fucceflion of the Ayoubites, in Abulpharagius (Dy- 
naft. p. 177, &c.), and the tables of M. de Guignes, l’Art de 
Verifier les Dates, and the Bibliytheque Orientale, 

L 4 ' ’ diate 
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C H Ap. diate ufe of the apoftolie fee 8 ’. This pecuniary 
. emolument muft have tended to encreafe the in- 

tereft of the popes in the recovery of Paleftine ; 
after the death of Saladin they preached the cru- 
fade, by their epi files, their legates, and their 
miffionaries ; and the accomplifhment of the pious 
work might have been expected from the zeal 
and talents of Innocent the third **. Under that 
young and ambitious priefl, the fucceffors of St. • 
Peter attained the full meridian of their great- 
iiefs ; and in a reign of eighteen years, he exer- 
cifed a defpotic command over the emperors and 
' kings, whom he raifed and depofed ; over the 

nations, whom an interdict of months or years 
deprived, for the offence of their rulers, of the 
exercife of Chriftian worlhip. In thp council of 
the Lateran he adted as the ecclefiaftical, almoft 
as the temporal, fovereign of the Eaft and Weft. 

It was at the feet of his legate that John of Eng- 
land furrendered his crown ; and Innocent may 
boaft of the two moft fignal triumphs over fenfq 
and humanity, the eftablifhment of tranfubftantia- 
tiori, and the origin of the inquifition. At his 
voice, tw 7 o crufades, the fourth and the fifth, were 

undertaken; but, except a king- of Hungary, the 

' 

\*J Thomaffin (DifcipKne de l’Eglife, tom. Hi. p. jn — 374.) 
has copioiifly treated of the origin, abufes, and rcftriitions of 
thefe-if^/o'. ’ A theory was darted, but not purfued, that they 
were rightfully due to the pope, a tenth of the Levites’ tenth to 
the high prieft (Scidcn on Tithes ; fee his Works, vol. iii. p. ii. 
p. 1C83.). 

** See the Gefta Innccdntii. Ill, in Muratori, Script. Rer. Ital. 

(tom. iii. p. i. p. 4S6 — 568.). 

; . . • princes * ' 
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princes of the fecond order were at the head of c h a p. 
the pilgrims ; the forces were inadequate to the . ^ ' , 

defign; nor did the: effects .correl’pond with the 
hopes and wilhes of the pope and the people. 

The fourth crufade was diverted from Syria to The 
Conftantinople ; and the conqueft of the Greek or crufade, 
Roman empire by the Latins will form the proper A - D - 
and important fubject of the next chapter. In the 
fifth ® 5 , two hundred thoufand Franks were landed TI,e fifth, 
at the eaft era mouth of the Nile. They real’onably jfis.' 
hoped that Paleiline mud be fubdued in Egypt, 
the feat and Itorehoufe qf the fultan ; and, after 
a ftege of fixteen months, the Modems deplored 
the lofs of Damietta. But the Chriftian army 
was ruined by the pride and infolence of the 
legate Pelagius, who, in the pope’s name, affum- 
ed the character of general : the fickly Franks 
were encompaffed by the waters of the Nile and 
the Oriental forces ; and it was by the evacuation 
of Damietta that they obtained a fafe retreat, 
fome concefiions for- the pilgrims, and the tardy 
reftitution of the doubtful relic of the true crois. 

The failure may in fome meafure be aferibed to 
tfe abufe and multiplication of the crufades,- 
which were preached at the fame time againft the 
Pagans of Livonia, the Moors of Spain, the Albi- 
geois of France, and the kings of Sicily of the 

*$ See the v c h crufade, and the fiege of Damietta, in Jacobus 
a Vitriaco (t. iii. p m ; — 1149.) in the Gefta Dei of Bongarfius), 
ah eye-witnefs, Bernard Thefeurarius (in Script. Muratori, tom. 
vii. p. 815 — 846. c. 190 — JC7-), a contemporary, and Sanutus 
(Secreta Fidel. Crucis, 1. iii. p. xr. c. 4 — 9.), a diligent compiler; 
and of the Arabians, Ahulpharagius (Dynaft. p. *94 ), and the 
lixtrads at tiie end of Joinville (p. 3*3. 337. 340. 547, &c.)'. 

imperial 
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chap. Imperial family * 6 . In thefe meritorious fervices, 
, 1X ~ . the volunteers might acquire at home the fame 

fpiritual indulgence, and a larger meafure of 
temporal rewards ; . and even the popes, in their 
zeal againft a domellic enemy, were fometimes 
tempted to forget the diltrefs of their Syrian 
brethren. From the laft age of the crufades they 
derived the occafional command of an army and 
revenue ; and fome deep reafoners have fufpeded 
that the whole enterprife, from the firft fynod of 
Placentia, was contrived and executed by the 
policy of Rome. The fufpicion is not founded, 
either in nature or in fad. The fuccefifors of St. 
Peter appear to have followed, rather than guided, 
the impulfe of manners and prejudice; without 
much forefight of the feafons, or cultivation of 
the foil, they gathered the ripe and fpontaneous 
fruits of the fuperftition of the times. They ga- 
thered thefe fruits without toil or perfonal danger: 
in the council of the Lateran, Innocent the third 
declared an ambiguous refolution of animating the 
crufaders by his example; but the pilot of the 
i'acred veflel could not abandon the helm; nor 
was Paleftine ever bleffed with the prefence of a 
Roman pontiff* 7 . 

To thofe who took the crofs againft Mainfroy, the pope 
(A. D. 1255) granted pleniflimam peccatorum remiflionem. Fi- 
deles mirabanlur quod tantum eis promitteret pro fangtiine 
Chriftianorflm cftundendo quantum pro cruore infidelium ali- 
quando (Matthew Paris, p. 785.)- A high flight for tire reafon 
of the scni'i* century. 

s " This Ample idea is agreeable to the good fenfe of Moflieim 
(Inftitut. Hift. Ecclef. p. 33a.) and the fine philofopby of Hume 
(Hilt, of England, vol. i. p. 330.). 

The 
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The perfons, the families, and eftates of the pil- chap. 
grims, were under the immediate prote&ion of the . L1X ' j 
popes ; and thele fpiritual patrons foon claimed the The cm - 
prerogative of directing their operations, and en- Frederic 
forcing, by commands and cenfures, the accomp- 
' lifhment of their vow. Frederic the fecond * 8 , the A - D> 
grandfon of Barbaroflfa, was fucceffively the pupil, 
the enemy, and the vittim, of the church. At the 
age of twenty-one years, and in obedience to his 
guardian Innocent the third, he affirmed the 
crofs ; the fame promife was repeated at his 
royal and imperial coronations ; and his marriage 
with the heirefs of Jerufalem for ever bound him 
to defend the? kingdom of his fon Conrad. But 
as Frederic advanced in age and authority, he 
repented of the ralh engagements of his youth: 
his liberal fenfe and knowledge taught him' to de- 
fpife the phantoms of fuperftition and the crowns 
of Afia : he no longer entertained the fame re- 
ference for the fucceffors of Innocent; and his 
ambition was occupied by the reftoration of the 
Italian monarchy from Sicily to the Alps. But 
the fuccefs of this projeft would have reduced the 
popes to their primitive fimplicity ; and, after the 
delays and excufes of twelve years, they. urged the 
emperor, with intreaties and threats, to fix the 


* 8 The original materials for the crufade of Frederic II. may 
be d/awn from Richard de St. Germane (in Muratori, Script. 
Rcrum Ital. tom. vfl. p. tooj — 1013.) and Matthew Paris (p. 286. 
*91. 300. 3-1*. 304.). The molt rational moderns are, Fleury 
(Hilt. Ecclef. tom. xvi.), Vertot (Chevaliers de Malthe, tom. i. 
I. iii.), Giannone (Iftoria Civile di Napoli, tom. ii. 1 . xvi.), and 
Muratori (Annaii d’ltalia, tom, x.). 

time 
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chap, time and place of his departure for Palefline. In 

u LI *~ r the harbours of Sicily and Apulia, he prepared a 

fleet of one hundred gallies, and of one hundred - 
veflels, that were framed to tranfport and land 
two thoufand five hundred knights, with their 
horfes and attendants ; his vafials of Naples and • r. 
Germany formed a powerful army; and the 
number of Englifh crufaders w r as magnified to 
fixty thoufand by the report of fame. But the 
inevitable, or affected, flownefs of thefe mighty 
preparations, confirmed the ftrength and provi- 
lions of the more indigent pilgrims : the multitude 
was thinned by ficknefs and defertion, and the 
fultry fummer of Calabria anticipated the mif- 
chiefs of a Syrian campaign. At length the em- 
peror hoified fail at Brundufium, with a fleet and 
army of forty thoufand men ; but he kept the fea 
no more than three days ; and his hafty retreat, 
.which was afcribed by his friends to a grievous 
jndifpofitlon, was accufed by his enemies as a 
voluntary and obftinate difobedieace. For fuf- 
pending his vow was Frederic excommunicated by 
Gregory the ninth ; for prefuming, the next 
year, to accomplifli his vow, he was again ex- 
communicated by the fame pope * 9 . While he 
ferved under the banner of the crofs, a crufade 
■was preached againfl him in Italy ; and after his 
return he was compelled to afk pardon for the 
injuries which he had fullered. The clergy and 
military orders of Palefline were previoufly in- * 
ftrufted to renounce his communion and difpute 


*9 Poor Muratori knows what fo think, but knows not what to 
fa y, “ Chino qiii il capo,’’ &c. p. 311. 

his 
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his commands: and in his own kingdom, the chap: 
emperor was forced to confent that the orders of v f 
the camp Ihould be iffued in the name of God 
and of the Chriftian republic. Frederic entered 
Jerufalem in triumph ; and with his own hands 
(for no priefl would perform the office) he 
took the crown from the altar of the holy 
fepulchre. But the patriarch call an interdict on 
the church which his prefence had profaned ; , 
and the knights of the hofpital and temple in- 
formed the fultan how eafily he might be furprifed 
and flain in his unguarded vifit to the river Jor- 
dan. In fuch a ftate of fanaticifm and faction, 
victory was hopelefs and defence was difficult ; 
but the conclufion of an advantageous peace may 
be imputed to the difcord of the Mahometans, 
and their perfonal efteem for the character of 
Frederic. The enemy of the church is accufed of 
maintaining with the mifcreants an intercourfe of 
hofpitality and friendffiip, unworthy of a Chrif- 
tian ; of defpifing the barrennefs of the land ; and 
of indulging a profane thought, that if Jehovah 
had feen the kingdom of Naples, he never would 
have felefted Falefline for the inheritance of 
his chofen people. Yet Frederic obtained from* •. 
the fultan the reilitution of Jerufalem, of Bethlem 
and Nazareth, of Tyre and Sidon: the Latins 
were allowed to inhabit and fortify the city ; an 
equal code of civil and religious freedom was 
ratified for the fectaries of Jefus and thofe of 
Mahomet; and, while the former worffiip- 
ped at the holy fepulchre, the latter might pray 

6 and 
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and preach in the mofch of the temple 90 , frofti 
whence the prophet undertook his nocturnal ,;V 

journey to heaven. The clergy deplored this ^ 

fcandalous toleration; and the weaker Modems 
were gradually expelled ; but every rational ob- 
ject of the crufades was accomplished without 
bloodfhed ; the churches were reftored, the mo- 
nafteries were replenilhed ; and, in the fpace of 
fifteen years, the Latins of Jerufalem exceeded the 
number of fix thoufand. This peace and prof- 
perity, for which they were ungrateful to their 
benefactor, was terminated by the irruption of 
the ftrange and favage hords of Carizmians 91 . 

Flying from the arms of the Moguls, thofe lhep* 
herds of the Cafpian rolled headlong on Syria; 

and the union of the Franks with the fultans of 

/ 

Aleppo, Hems, and Damafcus, was infufficient 
to Item the violence of the torrent. Whatever 
flood againfl them, was cut off by the fword, or 
dragged into captivity ; the military orders were 
almoft exterminated in a fingle battle ; and in the 
pillage of the city, in the profanation of the holy 
fepulchre, the Latins confefs and regret the mo- 
defty and difcipline of the Turks and Saracens. 

Of the feven crufades, the two laft were under- 
taken by Louis the ninth, king of France ; who 
lqlt his liberty in Egypt, and his life on the coafl 

9 ° The clergy artfully confounded the mofch or church of the 
temple with the holy fepulchre, and their wilful error has de- 
ceived both Vertot and Muratori. . 

9 ' The irruption of the Carizmians, or Corafmins, is related by 
Matthew Paris (p. 546, J47.), and hy Joinvilte, Nangis, and the 
Arabians (p. in, 112. 191, 192. 528. 5301). 

* of 
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of Africa. Twenty-eight years after his death, CHAP, 
he was canonized at Rome ; and Cxty-five mira- , f 
cles'were readily found, and folemnly attefled, to A - D - 
juftify the claim of the royal faint ®\ The voice izj+T 
of hiftory renders a more honourable tellimony, 
that he united the virtues of a king, an hero, and 
a man ; that his martial fpirit was tempered by 
the love of private and public juflice ; and that 
Louis was the father of his people, the friend of 
his neighbours, and the terror of the infidels. 
Superftition alone, in all the extent of her 
baleful influence 91 , corrupted his underftanding 
and his heart; his devotion Hooped to admire 
and imitate the begging friars of Francis and 
Dominic ; he purfued with blind and cruel zeal 
the enemies of the faith ; and , the bell of kings 
twice defcended from his throne to feek the ad- 
ventures of a fpiritual knight-errant. A monkifh 
hiftorian would have been content to applaud the 
moft defpicable part of his character ; but the 
noble and gallant Joinville 9 % who fhared the 
.. . friend- 


9 * Read, if you can, the life and miracles of St. Louis, by the 
confeflor of queen Margaret (p. *91—513. Joinville, du Louvi/). 

93 lie believed all that mother church taught (Joinville, 
p. 10.), but he cautioned Joinville again ft difputing with infidels. 
" L’omme lay (faid he in his old language) quand il ot medirc de 
** la loyChreftienne, ne doit pas deffendre la lay Creliienne lie mais 
“ que de l’efpee, dequoi il doit donner parmi le ventre dedeiis, 
“ tant comine elle y peutentrer” (p. n.). 

9 + I have two editions of Joinville, the one (Paris, 166S) moft 
taluable for the Obfervations of Ducange ; the other (Paris au 
Louvre, 1761.) moft precious for the pure and authentic text, a 
MS. of which has been recently discovered. The laft editor proves, 
that the hiftory of St. Louis was finifhed A. D. ijop, without ex- 
plaining, or even admiring, the age of the author, which muft 

7 have 
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chap, friendfhip and captivity of Louis, has traced 
t t with the pencil of nature the free portrait of his 
virtues as well as of his failings. From this intimate 
knowledge, we may learn to fufped the political 
views of depreffing their great vaffals, which are 
fo often imputed to the royal authors of the cru- 
fades. Above all the princes of the middle ages, 
Louis the ninth fuccefsfully laboured to reftore 
the prerogatives of the crown ; but it was at 
home, and not in the Eaft, that he acquired for 
himfelf and his pofterity ; his vow was the refult 
, of enthufiafm and ficknefs ; and if he were the 
promoter, he was likewife the victim, of this holy 
madnefs. For the invafion of Egypt, France was 
exhaufted of her troops and treafures j he co- 
vered the fea of Cyprus with eighteen hundred 
fails ; the moft modeft enumeration amounts to 
fifty thoufand men ; and, if we might trufl his 
own confeffion, as it is reported by Oriental vanity, 
he difembarked nine thoufand five hundred horfe, 
and one hundred and thirty thoufand foot, who 
performed their pilgrimage under the fhadow of 
his power 9S . . 

He takes In complete armour, the oriflamme waving be- 
D A 1 'r) ta ’ f° re him, Louis leaped foremoft on the beach ; 

1249 - and the ftrong city of Damietta, which had coft 
his predeceffors a fiege of fixteen months, was 
abandoned on the firft affault by the trembling 
Moflems. But Damietta was the firft and the laft 
of his conquefts \ and in the fifth and fixth cru* 

have exceeded ninety years (Preface, p. xi. Obfervations de Du- 
cange, p. 17.). 

91 JoinvUle, p. ji. Arabic Extracts, p. 549. 

lades. 
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fades, the fame caufes, almoft on the fame ground, C H A p. 
were productive of fimilar calamities * 6 . After a . J . 
ruinous delay, which introduced into the camp 
the feeds of an epidemical difeafe, the Franks ad- 
vanced from the fea-eoaft towards the capital of 
Egypt, and drove to furmount the unfeafonable 
inundation of the Nile, which oppofed their pro- 
grefs. Under the eye of their intrepid monarch, 
the barons and knights of France difplayed their 
invincible contempt of danger and difcipline : his 
brother, the count of Artois, ftormed with incon- 
siderate valour the town of Mafloura ; and the car- 
rier pigeons announced to the inhabitants of 
Cairo, .that all was loft. But a foldier, who 
afterwards ufurped the fceptre, rallied the flying 
troops : the main body of the Chriftians was far 
behind their vanguard ; and Artois was over- 
powered and flain. A fhower of Greek fire was 
inceffantly poured on the invaders ; the Nile was 
commanded by the Egyptian gallies, the open 
country by the Arabs ; all provifions were inter- 
cepted ; each day aggravated the ficknefs and fa- 
mine; and about the fame time a retreat was 
fpund to be neceflary and impracticable. The 
Oriental writers confefs, that Louis might have 
pfcaped, if he would have deferted his fubjeCts : 
he /was made prifoner, with the greateft part of 
his nobles ; all who could not redeem their lives 

' 9 s The Lift editors have enriched their Joinville with large and 
curious extrafts from the Arabic hiftorians, Macrizi, Abulfeda, 

&c. See likewife Abulpharagius (Dynaft. p. 3 iz — 315 .), who 
calls him by the corrupt name of Redefrans. Matthew Paris (p. 

$83, 684.) has deferibed the rival folly of the French and Englifii 
who fought and fell at Mafloura. .... ... * • 

, 4 ; Von. XI. ' M by 
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' i* jo, 

April 5— 
May 6. 


by fervice or ranfom, were inhumanly maffa- 
cred ; and the walls of Cairo were decorated 
with a circle of C.hriftian heads® 7 . The king 
of France was loaded with chains ; but the 
generous victor, a great grandfon of the brother 
of Saladin, fent a robe of honour to his royal, 
captive; and his deliverance, with that of his 
foldiers, was obtained by the reflitution of Da- 
mietta ,s and the payment of four hundred thou- 
fand pieces of gold. In a foft and luxurious 
climate, the degenerate children of the compa- 
nions of Noureddin and Saladin were incapable of 
refilling the flower of European chivalry : they tri- 
umphed by the arms of their flaves or Mamalukes, 
the hardy natives of Tartary, who at a tender age 
had been purchafed of the Syrian merchants, and 
were educated in the camp and palace of the ful- 
tan. But Egypt foon afforded a new example of 
the danger of praetorian bands ; and the rage of 
thefe ferocious animals, who had been let loofe 
on the flrangers, was provoked to devour their 
benefactor. In the pride of conqueft, Touran 
Shaw, the laft of his race, was murdered by his 
Mamalukes; and the moft daring of the affaflinsi 
entered the chamber of the captive king, -with 
drawn fcymetars, and their hands imbrued 


97 Savary, in hi* agreeable Lettres fur l'Egypte, has given a de-:, 
fcription of Damietta (tom. i. lettre xxiii. p. 174—290.), and a 
narrative of the expedition of St. r Louis (xxv. p. 306 — 350.). 

9 s For the ranfom of St. Louis, a million of byzants was a Iked 
and granted ; but the fultan’s generofity reduced that film to * 
£00,000 byzants, which are valued by Joinville at 400,000 French 
livres of his own time, and exprefled by Matthew Paris by 
r*o,coo mark: of filter (Ducange, Difiertation xx. fur Joinville). '* 
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in the blood of their fultan. The firmnefs of cha p. 
Louis commanded their refpedt 99 ; their avarice . \ 

prevailed, over cruelty and zeal ; the treaty was 
accomplilhed ; and the king of France, with the 
relics of his army, was permitted to embark for 
Paleftine. He wafted four years within the walls 
of Acre, unable to vifit Jerufalem, and unwilling 
to return without glory to his native country. 

The memory of his defeat excited Louis, after 
fixteen years of wifdom and repofe, to undertake 
the feventh and laft of the crufades. His finances 
were reftored, his kingdom was enlarged ; a new 
generation, of warriors had arifen, and he embark- 
ed with frefti confidence at the head of fix thou- 
land horfe and thirty thoufand foot. The lofs of 
Antioch had provoked the enterprife : a wild 
hope of baptifing the king of Tunis, tempted 
him to fteer for the African coaft ; and the report 
of an immenfe treafure reconciled his troops to 
the delay of their voyage to the Holy Land. In- His death 
Head of a profelyte, he found a fiege ; the French 
panted and died on the burning fands ; St. Louis «» the 
expired in his tent ; and no fooher had he clofed cm fade, 
his eyes, than his fon and fucceflor gave the fignal 
of the retreat ,0 °. “ It is thus,” fays a lively Aug. z s . 

I,... . 1 

99 The idea of the emir* to chufe Louis for their fultan,- it 
ferioufly attefted by Joinville (p. 77, 78.), aud does not appear to 
me fo abfurd as to M. de Voltaire (Hill. Generate, tom. ii. p. 386, 

387.). The Mamalukes then.felves were (hangers, rebels, and 
equals ; they had felt his valour, they hoped his converfion ; and 
fiich a motion, which was not leconded, might be made, per- 
hips by a feeret Chriltian, in their tumultuous aflembly. 

See the expedition in the Annals of St. Louis, by William 
de Nangis, p. *70— >187. and tbe Arabic Extra&s, p. 545. 553. 

•t' the Louvre edition of Joinville. 

M 2 writer, 
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CHAP, writer, “ that a Chriftian king died near the 
L1 X - “ ruins of Carthage, waging war againft the 
“ fedaries of Mahomet, in a land to which Dido 
“ had introduced the deities of Syria ,0 ‘.” 

The Ma- A more unjuft and abfurd conftitution cannot 
of Egypt, he devifed, than that which condemns the na- 
A-D. tives of a country to perpetual fervitude, under 
1517. the arbitrary dominion of ftrangers and Haves. 
Yet fuch has been the Hate of Egypt above five 
hundred years. The moft illuftrious fultans of 
the Baharite and Borgite dynalties ,0 % were them- 
felves promoted from the Tartar and Circaflian 
bands ; and the four-and-twenty beys or military 
chiefs, have ever been fucceeded, not by their 
fons, but by their fervants. * They produce the 
great charter of their liberties, the treaty of Se- 
lim the firlt with the republic 103 ; and the Oth- 
man emperor flill accepts from Egypt a flight 
acknowledgment of tribute and fubjedion. "With 
fome breathing intervals of peace and order, the 
two dynalties are marked as a period of rapine 


101 Voltaire, Hift. Generale, tom. ii. p. 391. 

,C1 The chronology of the two dynalties of Mamalukes, the 
Baharites, Turks or Tartars of Kipzak, and the Borgites, Cir- 
caflians, is given by Pocoek (Prolegom. ad Abulpharag. p. 6 — 
31.) and de Guignes (tom. i. p.264 — 270.); their hiltory from 
Abulfeda, Micrizi, &c. to the beginning of the xv c >> century, 
by the lame M. de Guignes (tom. iv. p. nc — 328.). 

,c * Savary, Lettres fur l’Egypte, tom. ii. Iettre xv. p. 189 — 
208. I much queltion the authenticity of this copy ; yet it is 
true, that fultan Selim concluded a treaty with the Circallians 
or Marrfalukes of Egypt, and left them in pofTcllion of arms, 
riches, and power. See a new Abregc de I’Hiltoire Ottomane, 
compofed in Egypt, anti tranflated by M. Digeon (tom. i. p. 5.-— 
<8. Paris, 1781), a curious, authentic, and national hiftory. 
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and bloodfhed ,0+ : but their throne, however chap. 
Ihaken, repofed on the two pillar's of difcipline , L1X ’ , 
and valour ; their fway extended over Egypt, 

Nubia, Arabia, and Syria ; their Mamalukes were 
multiplied from eight hundred to twenty-five thou- 
fand horfe ; and their numbers were encreafed 
by a provincial militia of one hundred and feven 
thoufand foot, and the occafional aid of fixty- 
fix thoufand Arabs ,os . Princes of fuch power 
and fpirit could not long endure on their coaft an 
hoftile and independent nation ; and if the ruin 
of the Franks was poftponed about forty years, 
they were indebted to the cares of an unfettled 
reign, to the invafion of the Mogols, and to the 
occafional aid of fome warlike pilgrims. Among 
thefe, the Englifli reader will obferve the name 
of our firlt Edward, who afiumed the crofs in the 
lifetime of his father Henry. At the head of a 
thoufand foldiers, the future conqueror of Wales 
and Scotland delivered Acre from a fiege ; marched 
as far as Nazareth with an army of nine thoufand 
men; emulated the fame of his uncle Richard; 
extorted, by his valour, a ten years truce ; and 
efcaped, with a dangerous wound, from the dag- 


10 4 Si totum quo. regnum occuparunt tempus rcfpicias, pre- 
fertim quod fini propius, reperies illud bcllis, pugnis, injuriis, 
ac rapiuis refertum (A 1 Jannabi, aptid Pocock, p. 31.). The 
reign of Mohammed (A. D. 1311 — 1341') affords an happy ex- 
ception (de Guignes, tom. iv. p. joS — 210.). 

I0 s They are now reduced to 8joo : but the expence of each 
Mamaluke may be rated ‘at roo iouis ; and Egypt groans under 
the avarice and infolence of thefe ftrangers (Voyage* de Volney, 
tom. i. p. 89 — 187.). , 
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CHAP, gcr of a fanatic ajfajjin 4oe . Antioch ,07 , whofe 
. LIX ' , fituation had been lcfs expofed to the calamities 
Lot's of of the holy war, was finally occupied and ruined 
by Bondocdar, or Bibars, fultan of Egypt and 
1168, June Syria; the Latin principality was extinguifned ; 

and the firft feat of the Chriftian name was dis- 
peopled by the fiaughter of feventeen, and the 
captivity of one hundred, thoufand of her inha- 
bitants. The maritime towns of Laodicea, Ga- 
bala, Tripoli, Berytus, Sidon, Tyre, and Jaffa, 
and the ftronger caftles of the Hofpitalers and 
Templars, fucceffively fell ; and the whole exig- 
ence of the Franks was confined to the city and 
colony of St. John of Acre, which is fometimes 
defcribed by the more claflic title of Ptolemais. 

After the lofs of Jerufalem, Acre ,08 , which is 
diftant about feventy miles, became the metro- 
polis of the Latin Chriftians, and was adorned 
with ftrong and {lately buildings, with aquedu&s, 
an artificial port, and a double wall. The popu- 
lation was encreafed by the inceffant ftreams of 
pilgrims and fugitives : in the paufes of hoftility, 

. ■ Vi )|i' 

to 6 Carte's Hiftory of England, vol. ii. p. 165—175. and 
his original authors, Thomas Wilkes and Walter Hejningford 
(1. iii. c. 34, 35.), in Gale’s Coltedtion (tom. ii. p. 97. 589 — 592.). 
They are both ignorant of the princefs Eleanor’s piety ih funk- 
ing the poifoned wound, and faying her hufband at the rifle of 
her own life. . 

,c ? Sanutus, Secret. Fidelium Crucis, 1. iii. p. xii. c. 9. and 
de Guignes, Hift. des Huns, tom. iv. p. 143. from the Arabic 
hiftorians, ; , ; . • ... 

• >?*: The ftate of Acre is reprefented in all the chronicles of the 
times, and mol( accurately in John Villani, 1. vii. c. 144. in 
Muratori, Scriptorcs Rtrum Itaiicarilm, tom. xiii. p. 337, 338. 

the 
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the trade of the Eaft and Weft was attraded to C H A p. 
.this convenient ftation; and the market could , 

oiler the produce of every clime and the inter- 
preters of every tongue. But in this conflux of 
nations, every vice was propagated and practifed : 
of all the difciples of Jefus and Mahomet, the 
male and feipale inhabitants of Acre were efteemed 
the moft corrupt ; nor could the abufe of reli- 
gion be corrected by the difcipline of law. The 
city had many fovereigns, and no government. 

The kings of Jerufalem and Cyprus, of the houfe 
of Lufignan, the princes of Antioch, the counts 
of Tripoli and Sidon, the great mafters of the 
hofpital, the temple, and the Teutonic order, 
the republics of Venice, Genoa, and Pifa, the 
pope’s legate, the kings of France and England, 
affumed an independent command : feventeen tri- 
bunals exercifed the power of life and death ; 
every criminal was proteded in. the adjacent quar- 
ter; and the perpetual jealoufy of the nations 
often burft forth in ads of violence and blood. 

Some adventurers, who difgraced the enfign of 
the crofs, compenfated their want of pay by the 
l plunder of the Mahometan villages : nineteen 
Syrian merchants, who traded under the public 
faith, were defpoiled and hanged by the Chrif- 
'■ tians ; and the denial of fatisfadion juftified the 
arms of the fultan Khalil. He marched againft 
Acre, at the head of fixty thoufand horfe and 
one hundred and forty thoufand foot : his train 
of artillery (if I may ufe the word) was numerous 
and weighty ; the feparate timbers of a fingle 
engine were tranfported in one hundred waggons $ 
and the royal hiftorian Abulfeda, who ferved with 

M 4 the 
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and the 
Holy 
Land, 

• A. D. 
1291, May 
18. 


the troops of Hamah, was himfelf a fpeclator of 
the holy war. Whatever might be the vices of 
the Franks, their courage was rekindled by en- 
thufiafm and defpair ; but they were torn by the 
difeord of feventeen chiefs, and overwhelmed on 
all Tides by the powers of the fultan. After a 
fiege of thirty-three days, the double wall was 
forced by the Mollems ; the principal tower 
yielded to their engines ; the Mamalukes made a 
general affault ; the city was llormed ; and death 
or llavery was the lot of fixty thoufand Chrif- 
tians. The convent, or rather fortrefs, of the 
Templars refilled three days longer ; but the 
great mailer was pierced with an arrow ; and, of 
five hundred knights, only ten were left alive, 
lefs happy than the victims of the fword, if they 
lived to fuffer on. a fcaffold in the unjull and cruel 
profeription of the whole order. The king of 
Jerufalem, the patriarch, and the great mailer of 
the hofpital, effected their retreat to the Ihore ; 
but the fea was rough ; the veffels were infuffi- 
cient ; and great numbers of the fugitives were 
drowned before they could reach the ille of Cy- 
prus, which might comfort Lufignan for the lofs 
ofPaleltine. By the command of the fultan, the 
churches and fortifications of the Latin cities were 
demolilhed : a motive of avarice or fear Hill 
opened the holy fepulchre to fome devout and 
defencelefs pilgrims ; and a mournful and folitary 
filence prevailed along the coaft which had fo long 
refounded with the world’s debate ’° 9 . 

v 

•09 See the final expulfion of the Franks, in Samitiis, 1 . iii. p. 
xii. c. 11 — 22. Abulfeda, Macrizi, &c. in dc Guignes, tom. iv. 
p. 162. '164. and Veitot, tom. i. 1 . iii. p.407 — 428. 
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C H A P. LX. 

Schifm of the Greeks and Latins. — State of Con- 
fiantinople. — Revolt of the Bulgarians. — Ifaac An- 
gelas dethroned by his brother Alexius. — Origin 
of the Fourth Crufade. — Alliance of the French 
and Venetians with the Son of Ifaac. — Their na- 
val Expedition to Conjlantinople. — Floe two Sieges 
and final Conquef of the City by the Latins. 

T HE reftoration of the Wedern empire by chat. 

Charlemagne, was fpeedily followed by the , , 

feparation of the Greek and Latin churches \ A Schifm 

^ of ( 

religious and national aniinoiity dill divides the Greek?, 
two larged communions of the Chridian world j 
and the fchifm of Condantinople, by alienating 
her mod ufeful allies, and provoking her mod 
dangerous enemies, has precipitated the declinq 
and fall of the Roman empire in the Ead. 

In the courfe of the prefent hidory, the aver- The ',[ 
fion of the Greeks for the Latins has been often to the 
vifible and confpicuous. It was originally de- Lltinr * 
rived from the difdain of fervitude, inflamed, 
after the time of Condantine, by the pride of 
equality or dominion ; and finally exafperated by 
the preference which their rebellious fubjeds had 

* In the fuccelfive centuries, from the ix th to the xviii'b, Mo- 
fheim traces the fchifm of the Greeks, with learning, clearnefs, 
and impartiality : the filioque (Inllitut. Hift. Ecclef. p. *77.). 

Leo III. p. 303. Photius, p. 307, 308. Michael Cerularius, p. 

370 . 37 G 

given 
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c if A P. given to the alliance of the Franks. In every 
. LX ~ . age, the Greeks were proud of their fuperiority 
in profane and religious knowledge : they had 
firft received the light of Chriftianity ; they had 
pronounced the decrees of the feven general 
councils : they alone pofiefled the language of 
fcripture and philofophy ; nor fliould the Barba- 
rians, immerfed in the darknefs of the Weft % 
prefume to argue on the high and myfterious 
queftions of theological fcience. Thofe Barba- 
rians defpifed in their turn the reftlefs and fubtle 
levity of the Orientals, the authors of every' he- 
refy ; and blefifed their own fimplicity, which was 
content to hold the tradition of the apoftolic 
church. Yet in the feventh century, the fynods 
of Spain, and afterwards of France, improved or 
corrupted the Nicene creed, on the myfterious 
Procet- fubje& of the third perfon of the Trinity 3 . In 
the 1 Holy th e long controverfies of the Eaft, the nature and 
Ghoft. generation of the Chrift had been fcrupuloufly de- 
fined ; and the well-known relation of father and 
fon feemed to convey a faint image to the human 
mind. The idea of birth was lefs analogous to 
, the Holy Spirit, who, inftead of a divine gift or 
attribute, was confidered by the Catholics, as a 


•" '• v 

* A > iftt birnBttt »«i awerp oiram, avtpif n <»«■«« r»; >ap 

'E'Tr ipi» f* tfa; vrrti?£n ytr.nfAaTti (Phot. Epift. p. 47. edit. Mon- 
tacut.). The Oriental patriarch continues to apply the images of 
thunder, earthquake, hail, wild-boar, praecurfors of Antichrilt, 
kc. kc. 


1 The myfterious fubjetff of the proceflion of the Holy Ghoft, 
is difeufied in the hiftorical, theological, and controverfial fenfe, 
or nonfenfe, by the Jefuit Petavius (Dogmata Theologica, tom. 
ii. 1. vii, p. 36a— 440.). 


fubftancc, 
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fubflance, a perfon, a god ; he was not begotten, CHAP, 
but in the orthodox ftyle he proceeded. -Did he ' X ‘ 
proceed from the Father alone, perhaps by the 
Son ? or from the Father and the Son ? The firfl: 
of thefe opinions was afferted by the Greeks, the 
fecond by the Latins ; and the addition to the Ni- 
cene creed of the w'ord filioque , kindled the flame 
of difeord between the Oriental and the Gallic 
churches. In the origin of the difpute, the Rot 
man pontiffs affected a charafter of neutrality and 
moderation 4 : they condemned the innovation, 
but they acquiefced Jn the fentiment, of their 
Tranlalpine brethren : they feemed defirous of 
calling a veil of filence and charity over the fu- 
perfiuous refearch : and in the correfpondence of 
Charlemagne and Leo the third, the pope affumes 
the liberality of a llatefman, and the prince de- 
feends to the paffions and prejudices of a prieft s . 

But the orthodoxy of Rome fpontaneoufly obeyed 
the impulfe of her temporal policy ; and the 
filioque , which Leo wilhed to erafe, was tran- 
feribed in the fymbol and chaunted in the liturgy 
of the Vatican. The Nicene and Athanafian 


* Before the fhrine of St. Peter, he placed two {hields pf the 
weight of 94! pounds of pure filver ; on which he inferibed the 
text of both creeds (utroque fymbolo), pro amore et cautelu or- 
thodoxs fidei (Anaftaf. in Leon. III. in Muratori, tom. iii. par* 
i. p. 203 . 1 . His language moft clearly proves, that neither the 
filioque, nor the Athanafian creed, were received at Rome about 
the year 830. . 

5 The Midi of Charlemagne prefTed him to declare, that all 
who rejected the filioque, at leaft the dodrine, muft be damned. 
AH, replies the pope, are not capable of reaching the altiora my- 
fteria ; qui potuerit, et non voluerit, falvus die non poteft 
(Collect. Concil. tom. ix. p. 277 — 286.). The potuerit would 
leave a large loop-hole pf falvation J ~ 

creed* 
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creeds are held as the Catholic faith, without 
which none can be faved ; .and both Papifts and 
Proteftants muft now fuftain and return the ana- 
themas of the Greeks, who deny the proceflion 
of the Holy Ghoft from the Son, as well as from 
the Father. Such articles of faith are not fuf- 
ceptible of treaty ; but the rules of difcipline will 
vary in remote and independent churches ; and 
tHe reafon, even of divines, might ’allow, that 
the difference is inevitable and harmlefs. The 
craft or fuperftition of Rome has impofed on her 
priefts and deacons the rigid obligation of celi- 
bacy ; among the Greeks, it is confined to the 
bifhops ; the lofs is compenfated by dignity or 
annihilated by age ; and the parochial clergy, the 
papas, enjoy the conjugal fociety of the wives 
whom they have married before their entrance 
into holy orders. A queflion concerning the 
Azyms was fiercely debated in the eleventh cen- 
tury, and the effence of the Eucharifl was fup- 
pofed in the Eaft and Weft, to depend on the 
ufe of leavened or unleavened bread. Shall I 
mention in a furious hiftory the furious reproaches 
that were urged againft the Latins, who, for a 
long while, remained on the defenfive ? They 
neglected to abftain v according to the apoftolical 
•decree, from things ftrangled, and from blood : 
they fafted, a Jewifh obfervance ! on the Satur- 
day of each week : during the firft week of Lent 
they permitted the ufe of milk and cheefe 6 ; their 

infirm 

6 In France, after fome hardier laws, the eccleliaftical difci- 
pline is now relaxed ; milk, cheefe, and butter, are become a 

perpetual. 
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Infirm monks were indulged in the tafte of flelh ; chap. 
and animal greafe was fubftituted for the want . . 

of vegetable oil : the holychrifm or undion in 
baptifm, was referved to the epifcopal order : 
the bilhops, as the bridegrooms of their churches, 
were decorated with rings; their priefts fliaved 
their faces, and baptized by a fingle immerfion. 

Such were the crimes which provoked the zeal 
of the patriarchs of Conftantinople ; and which 
were juftified with equal zeal by the dodors of 
the Latin church 7 . 

Bigotry and national averfion are powerful Ambition* 
magnifiers of every objed of difpute ; but the of *Pho! 
immediate caufe of the fchifm of the Greeks may p*', 
be traced in the emulation or the leading prelates, Conftan- 
who maintained the fupremacy of the old metro- w?th P th’e 
polis fuperior to all, and of the reigning capital, P°P CS ^ 
inferior to none, in the Chriftian world. About 85;— 886. 
the middle of the ninth century, Photius*, an 
ambitious layman, the captain of the guards and 
principal fecretary, was promoted by merit and 
favour to the more definable office of patriarch of 
Conftantinople. In fcience, even ecclefiaftical 
fcience, he furpafled the clergy of the age ; and 

perpetual, and eggs an annual, indulgence in Lent (Vie privee 
»les Francois, tom. ii. p. 27 — 38.). 

7 The original monuments of the fchifm, of the charges of the 
Greets againfi: the Latins, are depofited in the Epiltles of Pho- 
tius (Bpilf. Encyclica, ii. p. 47 — 61.) and of Michael Cerularius 
(Canifii Antiq. Leltiones, tom. iii. p. i. p. 281 — 324. edit. Baf- 
aage, with the prolix anfwer of cardinal Humbert). 

8 1 he x l >» volume of the Venice edition of the Councils, con- 
tains all the aifts of the fynods, arid hiftory of Photius: they 
are abridged, with a faint tinge of prejudice or prudence, by 
Dupin aud Flcury. 

die 
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C lx' P ’ t ^ ie P urit T of nlora ^ s ^ as J hever been im- 

t, li r — W -1 , j peached : but his ordination was hafty, his rife 
was irregular ; and Ignatius, his abdicated pre* 
decefTor, was yet fupported by the public com? 
paflion and the obftinacy of his adherents. They 
appealed to the tribunal of Nicholas the firft, one 
of the proudeft and moll afpiring of the Roman 
pontiffs, who embraced the welcome opportunity 
of judging and condemning his rival of the Eaft. 
Their quarrel was embittered by a conflict of ju- > 
rifdiftion over the king and nation of the Bul- 
garians ; nor was their recent converfion to 
Chriftianity of much avail to either prelate, un- 
lefs he could number the profelytes among the 
fubjefts of his power. With the aid of his court, 
the Greek patriarch was victorious ; but in the 
furious conteft he depofed in his turn the fucceffor 
of St. Peter, and involved the Latin church in 
the reproach of herefy and fchifm. Photius facri- 
ficed the peace of the world to a fhort and pre- 
carious reign : he fell with his patron, the Csefar 
B&rdas ; and Bafil the Macedonian performed an 
aft of juftice in the reftoration of Ignatius, whofe 
age and dignity had not been fufficiently refpefted. 
From his monaftery, or prifon, Photius folicited 
the favour of the emperor by pathetic complaints 
and artful flattery ; and the eyes of his rival were «, 
fcarcely elofed, when he was again reftored to th6 * 
throne of Conftantinople. After the death of 
Bafil, he experienced the viciflitudes of court* 
and the ingratitude of a royal pupil : the patriarch 
was again depofed, and in his laft folitary hours 
he might regret the freedom of a fecular and 
' ' " 7 ftudious 
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fludious life. In each revolution, the breath, chap. 
the nod, of the fovereign had been accepted by a Lx - 
d'ubmillive clergy ; and a fynod of three hundred 
bilhops was always prepared to hail the triumph, 
or to ftigmatize the fall, of the holy, or the exe- 
crable, Photius 9 . By a delufive promife of fuc- 
cour or reward, the popes were tempted to coun- 
tenance thefe various proceedings ; and the fy- 
nods of Conftantinople were ratified by their 
epiftles or legates. But the court and the people, 

Ignatius and Photius, were equally adverfe to 
their claims ; their minifters were infulted o‘r im- 
prifoned ; the procellion of the Holy Ghoft was 
forgotten ; Bulgaria was for ever annexed to the 
Byzantine throne ; and the fchifm was prolonged 
by the rigid cenfure of all the multiplied ordina- 
tions of an irregular patriarch. The darknefs 
and corruption of the tenth century fufpended 
the intercourfe, without reconciling the minds, 
of the two nations. But when the Norman fword 
reftored the churches of Apulia to the jurifdicbioti 
of Rome, the departing flock was warned, by a 
petulant epiftle of the Greek patriarch, to avoid 
and abhor the errors of the Latins. The rifing 
majefty of Rome could no longer brook the in- 
fluence of a rebel ; and Michael Cerularius was ^comtmi- 
exhommunicated in the heart of Conftantinople nicatethe 

by the pope’s legates. Shaking the dull from of Con- 11 
'! •.'! * ’ ■ • 

9 The fynod of Conftantinople, held in the year S69, is the 
Viii lh of the general councils, the laft afllmbfy of the Eaft which 
is recognifed by the Homan church. She rejects the fynods 'of 
Conftantinople of the years 867 and 879, which were, however, 
equally numerous and uoify ; but they were .favourable to Pho- 
tius. id 

' their . 
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their feet, they depoftted on the altar of St. Sophia 
a direful anathema ‘°, which enumerates the feven 
mortal herefies of the Greeks, and devotes the 
guilty teachers, and their unhappy feftaries, to the 
eternal fociety of the devil and his angels. Ac- 
cording to the emergencies of the church and 
ftate, a friendly correfpondence was fometimes 
refumed ; the language of charity and concord 
was fometimes affetted ; but the Greeks have 
never recanted their errors ; the popes have never 
repealed their fentence : and from this thunder- 
bolt we may date the confummation of the fchifra. 
It was enlarged by each ambitious ftep of the Ro- 
man pontiffs : the emperors blufhed and trembled 
at the ignominious fate of their royal brethren of 
Germany ; and the people was fcandalized by the 
temporal power and military life of the Latin 
clergy 

The averfion of the Greeks and Latins was 
nourifhed and manifefted in the three firft ex- 
peditions to the Holy Land. Alexius Conmenus 
contrived the abfence at lead of the formidable 
pilgrims : his fucceffors, Manuel and Ifaac An- 
gelus, confpired with the Modems for the ruin of 
the greatefl princes of the Franks ; and their 
crooked and malignant policy was feconded by the 
active and voluntary obedience of every order of 




10 See this anathema in the Councils, tom. xi. p 1457 — 1460, 

11 Anna Comnena (Alociad, 1 . u p. 31—33.) represents the ab- 
horrence, not only of the church, but of the palace, for Gregory 
VII. the popes, and the Latin communion. The ftyle of Cinna- 
ruus and Nicetas is ftill more vehement. Yet how calm is the 
voice of hiltory compared with that of polemics ! 

their 
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their fubjecfs. Of this hoftile temper, a large 
portion may doubtlefs be afcribed to the difference 
of language, drefs, and manners, which fevers 
and alienates the nations of the globe. The 
pride, as well as the prudence, of the fovereign, 
was deeply wounded by the intrufion of foreign 
armies, that claimed a right of traverfxng his 
dominions and palling under the walls of his ca- 
pital : his fubjefts were infulted and plundered 
by the rude ftrangers of the Weft ; and the hatred 
of the pufillanimous Greeks was fharpened by 
fecret envy of the bold and pious enterprifes of the 
1* ranks. But thefe profane caufes of national 
enmity were fortified and inflamed by the venom 
of religious zeal. Inftead of a kind embrace, an 
hofpitable reception from their Chriftian brethren 
of the Eaft, every tongue was taught to repeat , the 
names of fchifmatic and heretic, more odious to 
an orthodox ear than thofe of pagan and infidel : 
inftead of being loved for the general conformity of 
faith and vvorfhip, they were abhorred for fome rules 
bf difcipline, fome queftions of theology, in which 
themfelves or their teachers might differ from the 
Oriental church. In the crufade of Louis the 
feventh, the Greek clergy wafhed and purified 
the altars which had been defiled by the facrifice 
of a French prieft. The companions of Frederic 
Barbarofla deplore the injuries which they en- 
dured, both in word and deed, from the peculiar 
rancour of the bilhops and monks. Their prayers 
and fermons excited the people agairift the impious 
Barbarians ; and the patriarch is accufed of de- 
claring, that the faithful might obtain the redemp- 
Vol. XI. N tioa 
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CHAP, tion of all their fins by the extirpation of the 
v Lx ; , fchifmatics **. An enthufiaft, named Dorotheus, 
alarmed the fears, and reftored the confidence, of 
the emperor, by a prophetic affurance, that the 
German heretic, after affaulting the gate of Bla- 
chernes, would be made a fignal example of the 
divine vengeance. The paffage of thefe mighty 
armies were rare 'and perilous events ; but the cru- 
fades introduced a frequent and familiar inter- 
courfe between the two nations, which enlarged 
their knowledge, without abating their prejudices. 
The wealth and luxury of Conllantinople de- 
The La- manded the productions of every climate : thefe 
Conffan- imports were balanced by the art and labour of 
tinopie. her numerous inhabitants ; her fituation invites the 

commerce of the world ; and, in every period of 
her exiltence, that commerce has been in the ' 
hands of foreigners. After the decline of Amal- 
phi, the Venetians, Pifans, and Genoefe, intro- 
duced their factories and fettlements into the ca- 
pital of the empire : their fervices were rewarded 
with honours and immunities j they acquired the 

11 His anonymous hiftorian (de Expedit. Afiat. Fred. I. in Canifii 
Lcdtion. Antiq. tom. iii. pars ii. p.511. edit. Bafnage) mentions 
the fermons of the Greek patriarch, quomodo Graecis injunxerat 
in rcmiflioncm peccatorum peregrine? occidere et dclere *ie terra. 
Tagino obferves (in Seriptores Freher. tom. i. p. 409. edit. 
Struv.), Graci ha-reticos nos appellant : clerici et monachi didtia 
et fadtis perfequnntur. We may add the declaration of the em- 
peror Baldwin fifteen years afterwards : Hcec eft ( gens ) quae 
Latinos omnes non hominum nomine, fed canum dignabatnr; 

. quorum tanguinem efttindere pene inter merita reputabant (Gefta 

Innocent. III. c. 9*. in Muratori, Script. Rerum Italicarum, 
tom. iii. pars i. p. 536.). There may be fomc exaggeration, but it 
was as eftcdiual for the a diion and re-adtion of hatred. 
f~ 

poffeffion ■ 
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poffeffion of lands and houfes ; their families were 
multiplied by marriages with the natives; and, 
after the toleration of a Mahometan mofch, it was 
impoffible to interdift the churches of the Roman 
rite ,3 . The two wives of Manuel Comnenus * 4 
were of the race of the Franks ; the firft, a filler-* 
in-law of the emperor Conrad ; the fecond, a 
daughter of the prince of Antioch : he obtained 
for his fon Alexius a daughter of Philip Auguftua 
king of France ; and he bellowed his own daugh- 
ter on a marquis of Montferrat, who was edu- 
cated and dignified in the palace of Conllanti- 
nople. The Greek encountered the arms, and 
afpired to the empire, of the Well ; he elleemed 
the valour, and trulled the fidelity, of the Franks 15 ; 
their military talents were unfitly recompenfed by 
the lucrative officers of judges and treafurers; 
the policy of Manuel had folicited the alliance of 
the pope ; and the popular voice accufed him of 
a partial bias to the nation and religion of the 
Latins ,6 . During his reign, and»that of his fuc- 

ceffor 

’3 See Anna Comnena (Alexiad,!. vi. p. i6r, 161.), and a re- 
markable paflage of Nicetas (in Manuel. 1 . v. c. 9.), who obferves 
of the Venetians, e-fin; n x« fya Tfio{ -rn» Kart-s-a»Ti*a«rtX** rnf 

•<>11 aj r.XXafav-rj, &c. 

4 Ducange, Fam. By/ant. p. 186, 187. 

! S Nicetas in Manuel. 1 . vii. c. s. Kegnante enim (Manuele) 

. . apud eum tantam Latinus populus repererat gratiam ut ne- 
gle&is Grseculis fids tanquam viris mollibus et eftoeminatis, .... 
folis Latinis grandia committeret negotia .... erga eos profufa 
liberalitate abundabat ... ex omni orbe ad eum tanquam ad bene- 
fa'torem nobiles et ignobiles concurrebant. Willerm. Tyr. xxii. 
c. 10. 

1® The fufpicions of the Greeks would have been confirmed, 
if they had feeirthe political epiftles of Manuel to pope Alexander 
HI. the enemy of his eruyny Frederic I. in which the emperor de- 

N % dares 
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ceffor Alexius, they were expofed at Conflanti- 
nople to the reproach of foreigners, heretics, and fa- 
vourites ; and this triple guilt was feverely ex- 
piated in the tumult, which announced the return 
and elevation of Andronicus * 7 . The people rofe- 
in arms ; from the Afiatic fhore the tyrant dif- 
patched his troops and gallics to aflift the national 
revenge ; and the hopelefs refiftance of the ftrang- 
ers ferved only to juftify the rage, and fharpen 
the daggers, of the afiaffins. Neither age, nor 
fex, nor the ties of friendfhip or kindred, could 
fave the viftims of national hatred, and avarice, 
and religious zeal : the Latins were flaughtered 
in their houfes and in the flreets 9 their quarter 
was reduced to afhes ; the clergy were burnt in 
their churches, and the Tick in their hofpitals 9 
and fome eflimate may be formed of the flain 
from the clemency which fold above four thou- 
fand Chriflians in perpetual flavery to the Turks. 
The priefts and monks were the loudeft and moll 
a&ive in the definition of the fchifmatics ; and 
they chaunted a thankfgiving to the Lord, when 
the head of a Roman cardinal, the pope’s legate, 
was fevered from his body, faflened to the tail of 
a dog, and dragged, with favage mockery, through 
the city. The more diligent of the flrangers had 
retreated, on the firfl alarm, to their veffels, and 



■ his with of uniting the Greeks and Latins as one Bock 
!r one (hepherd, &c. (See Fleury, Hift. Ecclef. tom. xv. p. 187. 

1 See the Greek and Latin narratives in Nicetas (in Ale.vo 
Comneno, c. xo.) and William of Tyre (1. xxii. c. 10,11,12, 13.); 
the firft foil and concife, the fecond loud, copious, and tragical. 
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efcaped through the Hellefpont from the fcene of c ^ A P. 
blood. In their flight, they burnt and ravaged _ « 
two hundred miles of the fea-coalt ; infli&ed a 
fevere revenge on the guiltlefs fubjeCts of the em- 
pire ; marked the prielts and monks as their pe- 
culiar enemies ; and compenfated, by the accu- 
mulation of plunder, the lofs of their property 
and friends. On their return, they expofed to 
Italy and Europe the wealth and weaknefs, 
the perfidy and malice, of the Greeks, whofe 
vices were painted as the genuine characters of 
herefy and fchifm. The fcruples of the fir A: cru- 
faders had negleCfed the faireft opportunities of 
fecuring, by the poffeflion of Conftantinople, the 
way to the Holy Land : a domeftic revolution in- 
vited, and almofl compelled, the French and 
Venetians to atchieve the conqueft of the Roman 
empire of the Eaft. . 

In the feries of the Byzantine princes, I have Reign and 
exhibited the hypocrify and ambition, the ty- 
ranny and fall, of Andronicus, the laft male of An | e !^ s » 
the Comnenian family who reigned at Conftanti- ’ *n8j— 
nople. The revolution, which call him headlong s e pt. 9 x». 
from the throne, faved and exalted Ifaac An- 
gelus ■**, who defcended by the females from 
the fame imperial dynafty. The fuccelfor of a 
fecond Nero might have found it an eafy talk to 
deferve the efteem and affe&ion of his fubjeCls ; 

,s The hiftory of the reign of Ifaac Angelus is compofed, in 
three books, by the fenator Nicetas (p.228 — 290.); and his of- 
fices of logothete, or principal fecretary, and judge of the veil 
or palace, could not bribe the impartiality of the billoriari. He 
wrote, it is true, after the fall and death of his benefactor. 

'■ ’ . . N 3 . they 
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CHAP, they fometimes had reafon to regret the admini- ' A 
^ flration of Andronicus. The found and vigorous 

mind of the tyrant was capable of difcerning the 
connection between his own and the public in- 
tereft; and while he was feared by all who could 
infpire him with fear, the unfufpeCted people, and . *' 
the remote provinces, might blefs the inexorable 
juftice of their mafter. But his fucceffor was 
vain and jealous of the fupreme power, which he 
wanted courage and abilities to exercife ; his 1 •> 

vices were pernicious, his virtues (if he poffeffed 
any virtues) were ufelefs, to mankind ; and the 
Greeks, who imputed their calamities to his neg- 
ligence, denied him the merit of any tranfient or 
accidental benefits of the times. Ifaac flept on 
the throne, and was awakened only by the found 
of pleafure : his vacant hours were amufed by 
comedians and buffoons, and even to thefe 
buffoons the emperor was an objeCt of con- 
tempt ; his feafts and buildings exceeded the ex- 
amples of royal luxury ; the number of his eu- . 
nuchs and domeftics amounted to twenty thou- 
fand j and a daily fum of four thoufand pounds 
of filver would fwell to four millions fterling the 
annual expence of his houfehold and table. His 
poverty was relieved by oppreffion ; and the public 
difcontent was inflamed by equal abufes in the 
collection, and the application, of the revenue. 

While the Greeks numbered the days of their 
fervitude, a flattering prophet, whom he rewarded 
with the dignity of patriarch, affured him of a 
long and victorious reign of thirty-two years ; 
during which he fhould extend his fway to mount 

Tibanus, 
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Libanus, and his conquefts beyond the Euphrates. C H A p. 
But his only ftep towards the accomplilhment of ^ j 
the prediction, was a fplendid and fcandalous 
embalfy to Saladin *% to demand the reftitution of 
the holy fepulchre, and to propofe an offenfive 
and defenfive league with the enemy of the 
Chriltian name. In thefe unworthy hands* of 
Ifaac and his brother, the remains of the Greek 
empire crumbled into dull. The ifiand of Cyprus, 
whofe name excites the ideas of elegance and 
pleafure, was ufurped by his namefake, a Com- 
nenian prince : and by a ftrange concatenation of 
events, the fword of our Englilh Richard bellow- 
ed that kingdom on , the houfe of Lufignan, a 
rich compenfation for the lofs of Jerufalem. 

The honour of the monarchy, and the fafety Revolt of 
- of the capital, were deeply wounded by the revolt 
of the Bulgarians and Walachians. Since the A - D - 
victory of the fecond Balil, they had fupported, 
above an hundred and feventy years, the loofe 
dominion of the Byzantine princes ; but no effec- 
tual meafures had been adopted to impofe the 
yoke of laws and manners on thefe favage tribes. 

By the command of Ifaac, their foie means of 
fubfillence, their flocks and herds, were driven 
away, to contribute towards the pomp of the 
royal nuptials ; and their fierce warriors were 
exafperated by the denial of equal rank and pay 

*9 See Bohpdin, Vit. Saladin. p. 149— 131. «6. verf Schultens. 

The ambalfador of Ifaac was equally verfed in the Greek, Krench, 
and Arabic languages j a rare inftance in thofe times. His em- 
bafiies were received with honour, difmifltd without effect, and. - 
reported with fcandal in the Weft. 

N 4 ia 
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CHAP, in the military fervice. Peter and Afan, two pow- 
^ 1,x - , erful chiefs, of the race of the ancient kings l % 
averted their own rights and the national free- 
dom : their demoniac impoftors proclaimed to 
the crowd, that their glorious patron St. Deme- 
trius had for ever deferted the caufe of the 
Greeks j and the conflagration fpread from the 
* banks of the Danube to the hills of Macedonia 
and Thrace. After fome faint efforts, Ifaac An- 
gelas and his brother acquiefced in their inde- 
pendence ; and the Imperial troops were foon dif- 
couraged by the bones of their fellow-foldiers, 
that were fcattered along the pafies of mount Hae- 
mus. By the arms and policy of John or Joan- 
nices, the fecond kingdom of Bulgaria was firmly 
eltablifhed. The fubtle Barbarian fent an em- 
bafiy to Innocent the third, to acknowledge him- 
felf a genuine fon of Rome in defeent and reli- 
gion 11 ; and humbly received from the pope, the 
licence of coining money, the royal title, and a 
Latin archbifhop or patriarch. The Vatican ex- 
ulted in the fpiritual conquelt of Bulgaria, the 
firft object of the fchiftn ; and if the Greeks could 

ta Ducange, Fnmilix Dalmaticoc, p. 318, 319, 32c. The ori- 
jrinal correfpondence of the Bulgarian king and the Roman pon- 
tiff, is inferibed ip the Gefta Innocent. III. c. 66 — 82. p. 513— 
5 * 5 - 

11 The pope acknowledges his pedigree, a nobili urbis Romas 
ptofapiS genitores tut originem traxemnt. This tradition, and 
the ftrong refenablance of the Latin and Walachian idioms, is ex- 
plained by M. d’Anville (Etats de 1’Europc, p. 258—262.). The 
Italian colonies of the Dacia of Trajan, were fwept away by the 
tide of emigration from the Danube to the Volga, and brought 
back by another wave from the Volga to the Danube. Poffible, 
but ftrange ; 

have 
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have preferved the prerogatives of the church, 
they would gladly have refigned the rights of the 
monarchy. 

The Bulgarians were malicious enough to pray 
for the long life of Ifaac Angelus, the fureft 
pledge of their freedom and profperity. Yet 
their chiefs could involve in the fame indifcrimi- 
nate contempt, the family and nation of the em- 
peror. “ In all the Greeks,” faid Afan to his 
troops, “ the fame climate, and character, and 
<c education, will be productive of the fame fruits. 
“ Behold my lance,” continued the warrior, 
“ and the long ftreamers that float in the wind. 
<£ They differ only in colour ; they are formed of 
“ the fame filk and falhioned by the fame work- 
<c man ; nor has the ftripe that is flamed in pur- 
** pie, any fuperior price or value above its fel- 
“ lows *\” Several of thefe candidates for the 
purple fucceffively rofe and fell under the empire 
of Ifaac : a general who had repelled the fleets of 
Sicily, was driven to revolt and ruin by the in- 
gratitude of the prince $ and his luxurious repofe 
was difturbed by fecret confpiracies and popular 
infurreclions. The emperor was faved by acci- 
dent, or the merit of his fervants : he was at 
length oppreffed by an ambitious brother, who, 
for the hope of a precarious diadem, forgot the 
obligations of nature, of loyalty, and of friend- 
fhip * 3 . While Ifaac in the Thracian vallies pur- 

fued 

11 This parable is in the belt favage ftyle ; but I wifli the Wa- 
lach had not introduced the claflic name of Myiians, the experi- 
ment of the magnet or loadftone, and the pafiage of an old comic 
poet (Nicetas, in Alex. Comneno, 1 . i. p. 199, 300.). 

« The Latins aggravate the ingratitude of Alexius, by fuppof- 
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chap, fued the idle and folitary pleafures of the chace, , j £- 

. , his brother, Alexius Angelus, was inverted with • f S 

the purple, by the unanimous fuffrage of the 
camp : the capital and the clergy fubfcribed to 
their choice ; and the vanity of the new fovereign 
r ejected the name of his fathers, for the lofty and 
royal appellation of the Comnenian race. On the 
defpicable charafter of Ifaac, I have exhaufted 
the language of contempt ; and can only add, 
that in a reign of eight years, the bafer Alexius 14 
was fupported by the mafculine vices of his wife 
Euphrofyne. The firft intelligence of his fall was 
conveyed to the late emperor by the hoftile afpeft 
and purfuit of the guards, no longer his own : 
be fled before them above fifty miles as far as 
Stagyra in Macedonia; but the fugitive, without 
an obje& or a follower, was arrefted, brought 
back to Conftantinople, deprived of his eyes, and 
confined in a Ionefome tower, on a fcanty allow* 

, ance of bread and water. At the moment of the 
revolution, his fon Alexius, whom he educated 
in the hope of empire, was twelve years of age. 

He was fpared by the ufurper, and reduced to 
attend his triumph both in peace and war ; but 
as the army was encamped on the fea-lhore, an 
Italian veffel facilitated the efcape of the royal 

youth } and, in the difguife of a common failor, 

• 

wig that he had been releafed by his brother Ifaac from Turkiih 
captivity. This pathetic tale had doubtlefs been repeated at Ve- 
nice and Zara ; but I do not readily difcover its grounds in the 
Greek hidorians. 

1+ See the reign of Alexius Angelus, or Comnenus, in the 
three books of Nicetas, p. 191—35*. 

■v ■ he 
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he eluded the fearch of his enemies, paflfed the chap. 
Hellefpont, and found a fecure refuge in the ifle. . L *' f 
of Sicily. After faluting the threlhold of the 
apollles, and imploring the protection of pope 
Innocent the third, Alexius accepted the kind 
invitation of his filler Irene, the wife of Philip of 
Swabia, king of the Romans. But in his palfage 
through Italy, he heard that the flower of Weft- 
ern chivalry was aflembled at Venice for the deli- 
verance of the Holy Land ; and a ray of hope was 
kindled in his bofom, that their invincible fwords 
might be employed in his father’s reftoration. 

- About ten or twelve years after the lofs of Jeru- Thc 
falem, the nobles of France were again fummoned fourth 
to the holy war by the voice of a third prophet, C A. f D. C * 
lefs extravagant, perhaps, than Peter the hermit, J1 9 x * 
but far below St. Bernard in the merit of an ora- 
tor and a flatefman. An illiterate priefl: of the 
neighbourhood of Paris, Fulk of Neuilly 15 , for- 
fook his parochial duty, to afliime the more flat- 
tering character of a popular and itinerant mif- 
fionary. The fame of his fanClity and miracles 
was fpread over the landj he declaimed, with 
feverity and vehemence, againft the vices of the 
age ; and his fermons, which he preached in the 
ftreets of Paris, converted the robbers, the ufur- 
ers, the prollitutes, and even the doCtors and 
fcholars of the univerfity. No fooner did Inno- 
cent the third afcend the chair of St. Peter, than 
he proclaimed in Italy, Germany, and France, 

*s See Fleury, Hift. Ecclef. tom. xvi. p. 26, &c. and Villehar- 
douin, N° 1. with the obfervations of Ducange, which I always 
mean to quote with the original text. 

the 
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the obligation of a new crufade ,<s . The eloquent 
pontiff defcribed the ruin of Jerufalem, the tri- 
umph of the Pagans, and the lhame of Chriften- 
dom : his liberality propofed the redemption of 
fins, a plenary indulgence to all who fhould ferve 
in Paleitine, either a year in perfon, or two years 
by a fubllitute * T ; and among his legates and 
orators who blew the facred trumpet, Fulk of 
Meuilly was the loudeft and molt fuccefsful. The 
fituation of the principal monarchs was averfe to 
the pious fummons. The emperor Frederic the 
iecond was a child ; and his kingdom of Ger- 
many was difputed by the rival houfes of Brunf- 
wick and Swabia, the memorable factions of the 
Guelphs and Ghibelines. Philip Auguftus of 
France had performed, and could not be per- 
fuaded to renew, the perilous vow ; but as he 
was not lefs ambitious of praife than of power, 
he chearfully inftituted a perpetual fund for the 
defence of the Holy Land. Richard of England 
was fatiated with the glory and misfortunes of his 
firJt adventure, and he prefumed to deride the 
exhortations of Fulk of Neuilly, who was not 
abafhed in the prefence of kings. “ You advife 
“ me,” faid Plantagenet, “ to difmifs my three 

16 The contemporary life of pope Innocent III. publifhed by 
Baluzc and Muratori (Scriptores Rernm Italicaruin, tom. iii. 
pars i. p. 486—568.), is molt valuable for the important and 
original documents which are inferted in the text. The bull of 
the crufade may be read, c. 84, 85. 

*7 Por-ce que cil pardon fut ifli gran, fi s’en efmeurent mult 
li cuers des genz, et mult s’en croifierent, porce que li pardons 
ere li gran. Villehardouin, N® j. Our philofophers may refine 
on the caufes of the cruladee, but fuch were the genuine feelings 
of a French knight. 


v daughters, 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

“ daughters, pride, avarice, and incontinence : 
“ I bequeath them to the moft deferving ; my 
“ pride to the knights-tetnplars, my avarice to 
“ the monks of Cifteaux, and my incontinence 
“ to the prelates.” But the preacher was heard 
and obeyed by the great vaflals, the princes of 
the fecond order; and Theobald, or Thibaut, 
count of Champagne, was the foremoft in the 
holy race. The valiant youth, at the age of 
twenty-two years, was encouraged by the domel- 
tic examples of his father, who marched in the 
fecond crufade, and of his elder brother, who had 
ended his days in Paleftine with the title of king 
of Jerufalem : two thoufand two, hundred knights 
owed fervice and homage to his peerage 18 : the 
nobles of Champagne excelled in all the exercifes 
of war ; and, by his marriage with the heirefs of 
Navarre, Thibaut could draw a band of hardy Gat 
cons from either fide of the Pyrenasan mountains. 
His cpmpanion in arms was Louis, count of 
Blois and Chartres ; like himfelf of regal lineage, 
for both the princes were nephews, at the fame 
time, of the kings of France and England. In a 
crowd of prelates and barons, who imitated their 
zeal, I diltinguilh the birth and merit of Matthew 
of Montmorency ; the famous Simon of Mont- 
fort, the fcourge of the Albigeois ; and a valiant 

sS This number of fiefs (of which 1800 owed liege homage) 
was enrolled in the church of St. Stephen at Troyes, and attefted 
A. D. xji3, by the marihal and butler of Champagne (Ducange, 
Obferv. p. 154.). 

*9 Campania .... militia; privilegio fingularius exceHit .... 
!n tyrociniis . . . . prolulione armorum, &c. Ducange, p. 449. 
from the old Chronicle of Jerufalem, A. D. 1177— X199. 
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CHAP, noble, Jeffrey of Villehardouin 30 , marfhal of 
v L *1 r Champagne 31 , who has condefcended, in the 
rude idiom of his age and country 3 % to write or . 
didtate 33 an original narrative of the councils 
and adtions, in which he bore a memorable part. 
At the fame time, Baldwin count of Flanders, 
who had married the filler of Thibaut, affumed 
the crofs at Bruges, with his brother Henry and 
the principal knights and citizens of that rich 
and induftrious province 3 \ The vow which 
the chiefs had pronounced in churches, they ra- 
tified in tournaments : the operations of the war ' 
were debated in full and frequent affemblies ; and 
it was refolved to feek the deliverance of Paleftine 
in Egypt, a country, fince Saladin’s death, which 

jo The name of Ville-hardouin, was taken from a village and 
caftle in the diocefe of Troyes, near the river Aube, between 
Bar and Arceis. The family was ancient and noble ; the elder 
. branch of our hiftorian exifted after the year 1400 ; the younger, 

which acquired the principality of Achaia, merged in the houfe 
of Savoy (Ducange, p. 235—245)- 

3 ‘ This office was held by his father and his defeendants, but 
Ducange has not hunted it with his ufual fagacity. I find that, 
in the year 1356, it was in the family of Conflans ; but thefe pro- 
vincial, have been long fince eclipfed by the national, marihals 
of France. 

3 * This language, of which I lhall produce fome fpecimens, is 
explained by Vigenere and Ducange in a verfion and gloli'ary. 
The prefident des BrolFes (Mechanifme des Langues, tom. ii. 
p. £3.) gives it as the example of a language which has ceafed to 
be French, and is underftood only by grammarians. 

33 His age, and his own exprefiion, moi qui cefte oeuvre HHa 
(No 62, &c.), may juftify the fufpicion (more probable than Mr. 
Wood’s on Homer), that he could neither read nor write. Yet 
Champagne may boaft of the two firft hiftorians, the noble au- 
thors of French profe, Villehardouin and Joinville. 

34 The crufade and reigns of the counts of Flanders, Baldwin 
and his brother Henry, are the fubjedt of a particular hiftory by 
the JefuitDoutremens(Conftantinopolis Belgica ; Turnaci, 1638, 
i» 4*0), which I have only feen with the eyes of Ducange. 

was 
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was almofl ruined by famine and civil war. But 
the fate of fo many royal armies difplayed the toils 
and perils of a land expedition j and, if the Flem- 
ings dwelt along the ocean, the French barons 
were deftitute of fhips and ignorant of navigation. 
They embraced the wife refolution of chufmg fix 
deputies or reprefentatives, of whom Villehardouin 
was one, with a difcretionary truft to direft the 
motions, and to pledge the faith, of the whole 
confederacy. The maritime Hates of Italy were 
alone poffefled of the means of tranfporting the 
holy warriors with their arms and horfes ; and 
the fix deputies proceeded to Venice to folicit, on 
motives of piety or intereft, the aid of that pow- 
erful republic. 

In the invafion of Italy by Attila, I have men- 
tioned 35 the flight of the Venetians from the fallen 
cities of the continent, and their obfcure fhelter 
in the chain of iflands that find the extremity of 
the Adriatic gulf. In the midll of the waters, 
free, indigent, laborious, and inacceflible, they 
gradually coalefced into a republic : the firft foun- 
dations of Venice were laid in the ifland of Ri- 
alto ; and the annual eleftion of the twelve tri- 
bunes was fuperfeded by the permanent office of a 
duke or doge. On the verge of the two empires 
the Venetians exult in the belief of primitive and 
perpetual independence 3 *. Againft the Latins, 

their 

15 Hiftory, See. vol. iii. p. 4*o — 41*. 

J 6 The foundation and independence of Venice, and Pepin’s 
invafion, are difenfied by Pagi (Critica, tom. iii. A. D. 810, N° 
4, &c.) and Beretti (DilTcrt. Chorograph. I tali as medii Aivi, in 
Muratori, Script, tom. x. p. 1,53.). The two critic# have jr flight 

bias, 
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C H^A P. their antique freedom has been aflerted by the 
- -\j fword, and may be juftified by the pen. Char- 
lemagne himfelf refigned all claims of fovereignty 
to the iflands of the Adriatic gulf j his fon Pepin 
was repulfed in the attacks of the lagunas or ca- 
nals, too deep for the cavalry, and too {hallow J‘>'- 
for the veffels ; and in every age, under the Ger- 
man Caefars, the lands of the republic have been 
clearly diftinguilhed from the kingdom of Italy. 

But the inhabitants of Venice were confidered by 
themfelves, by ftrangers, and by their fovereigns, 
as an inalienable portion of the Greek empire 37 ; 
in the ninth and tenth centuries, the proofs 
of their fubjeftion are numerous and unqueftion- 
able ; and the vain titles, the fervile honours, of 
the Byzantine court, fo ambitioufly folicited by 
their dukes, would have degraded the magiftrates 
of a free people. But the bands of this depend- 
ence, which was never abfolute or rigid, were 
imperceptibly relaxed by the ambition of Venice 
and the weaknefs of Conftantinople. Obedience 
was foftened into refped, privilege ripened into 
prerogative, and the freedom of domeftic govern- 

, 1 

bias, the Frenchman adverfe, the Italian favourable, to the re- 
public. 

17 When the fon of Charlemagne aflerted his right of fove- . 
reignty, he was anfwered by the loyal Venetians, iv ifjn.t 

iihi T« txf. fiaa-iAiat,- (Conitantin. fcorphyrogenit. de Ad- 
miniftrat. Imperii, pars ii. c. *8. p. 85.); and the report of the 
eftablilhes the fa<ft ofthex'h century, which is confirmed 
by the embalfy of Liutprand of Cremona. The annual tribute, 
which the emperor allows them to pay to the king of Italy, alle- 
viates, by doubling, their fervitude ; but the hateful word i 
muft be tranflated, as in the charter of 8*7 (Laugier, Hid. de 
Venife, tom. i. p. 67, &c ), by the fofter appellation of Jubditi, 
or fiiielti. 

/ - ‘ ment 
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ment was fortified by the independence of foreign chap. 
dominion. The maritime cities of Iftria and L . 
Dalmatia bowed to the fovereigns of the Adria- 
tic ; and when they armed againft the Normans 
in the caufe of Alexius, the emperor applied, not 
to the duty of his fubje&s, but to the gratitude 
and generofity of his faithful allies. The fea was 
their patrimony 38 : the weftern parts of the 
Mediterranean, from Tufcany to Gibraltar, were 
indeed abandoned to their rivals of Pifa and Ge- 
noa ; but the Venetians acquired an early and 
lucrative lhare of the commerce of Greece and 
Egypt. Their riches encreafed with the encreafi- 
ing demand of Europe : their manufactures of 
filk and glafs, perhaps the inftitution of their 
bank, are of high antiquity ; and they enjoyed 
the fruits of their induftry in the magnificence 
of public and private life. To afiert her flag, to 
avenge her injuries, to protect the freedom of na- 
vigation, the republic could launch and man a 
fleet of an hundred gallies ; and the Greeks, the 
Saracens, and the Normans, were encountered by 
her Paval arms. The Franks of Syria were aflifled 
by the Venetians in the reduction of the fea-coaft ; 
but their zeal was neither blind nor difinterefted ; 
and in the conqueft of Tyre, they fhared the 
fovereignty of a city, the firll feat of the com- 

> 8 'See the xxv th and xxx !h diflertations of the Antiquitates me- 
dii ASvi of MuYatori. From Anderfon’s Hiftory of Commerce, I 
underftand that the Venetians did not trade to England before 
the year 1323. The molt flourilliing ftate of their wealth and 
commerce in the beginning of the xv'h century, is agreeably de- 
fcribed by the Abbe Dubos (Hift. de la Liguc de Cainbray, tom. 
ii. p. 443—480. ). 

Vol. XI, O merce 
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merce of the world. The policy of Venice was 
marked by the 'avarice of a trading, and the info- 
lencc of a maritime, power; yet her ambition 
was prudent ; nor did fhe often forget that if 
armed gallies were the effeft and fafeguard, mer- 
chant veflfels were the caufe and fupply, of her 
greatnefs. In her religion, file avoided the fchifm 
of the Greeks, without yielding a fervile obe- 
dience to the Roman pontiff ; and a free inter- 
courfe with the infidels of every clime appears to 
have allayed betimes the fever of fuperflition. 
Her primitive government was a loofe mixture 
of democracy and monarchy : the doge was 
defied by the votes of the general affembly ; as- 
king as he was popular and fuccefsful, he reigned 
with the pomp and authority of a prince ; but in 
the frequent revolutions of the ftate, he was de- 
pofcd, or banifhed, or fiain, by the juftice of 
injuftice of the multitude. The twelfth century 
produced the firfl rudiments pf the wife and jea- 
lous ariftocracy, which has reduced the doge to a 




Alliance 
r>f the 
French 


pageant and the people to a cypher 39 . 

When the fix ambaffadors of the French pil- 
grims arrived at Venice, they were hofpitably en- 
tian Vcne * tertained in the palace of St. Mark, by the reign-. 

, l ^ 

59 The Venetians have been flow in writing and publilbiqg 
■their hiftory. Their molt ancient monument* are, i. The rude 
Chronicle (perhaps) of John Sagnrninus (Venezia, i" 6 j, in oc- 
tavo), which reprefents the ftate and manners of Venice in the 
year too8. i. The larger hiflovy of the doge (134:1 — 1354) An- 
drew Dandolo, publilhed for the firft time in the xii rl ' tom. of’ 
Muratori, A. U. 1718. The Hiftory of Venice by the Abbe* 
Lauirier (Paris, 1718), is a work of fome merit, which I hate 
chiefly ufed fgrthe conftittltional part. 
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lag duke : his name was Henry Dandolo 40 ; and Chap. 
he Ihpne in the laft period of human life as one , LX ' f 
of the moll illuftrious chara&ers of the times. A. D. 
Under the weight 'of years, and after the lofs of Iao1 * 
his eyes Dandolo retained a found underftand 1 * 
ing and a manly courage ; the fpirit of an hero, 
ambitious to fignalize his reign by fome memo- 
rable exploits, and the wifdom of a patriot, 
anxious to build his fame on the glory and ad- 
vantage of his country. He praifed the bold 
enthufiafm and liberal confidence of the baron3 
and their deputies ; in fuch a caufe, and with 
fuch aflbciates, he fhould afpire, were he a pri- 
vate man, to terminate his life ; but he was the 
fcrvant of the republic, and fome delay was re- 
quifite to confult, on this arduous bufinefs, the 
judgment of his colleagues. The propofal of the 
French was firft debated by the fix /ages who had 
been recently appointed to controul the admini- 
ftration of the doge : it was next difclofed to the 
forty members of the council of Hate ; and finally 

4 ° Henry Dandolo was eightv-four at his eledion (A. D. 1194), 
and ninety-feven at his death ^A. D. 1105). See the Obfervations 
of Ducange fur Villehardouin, N° *04. But this extraordinary 
longevity is not ob furred by the original writers, nor does there 
exit! another example of an hero near an hundred years of age. 
Theophraftus might afford an inftance of a writer of ninety-nine ; 
but inftead of (Procem. ad Charadter.;, I am much in- 

clined to read iBbftwtra, with his laft editor Fifcher, and the 
firft thoughts of Cafaubon. It is fcarcely poftible that the pawers 
of the mind and body fiiould fupport themfelves till fuch a period 

life. . ^ ... 

♦' The modern Venetians (Laugier, tom. ii. p. 119,) nccufe . 
the emperor Manuel : but the calumny is refuted by Vijlehar-, 
douin and the older writers, who fuppofe that Dandolo loft his 
eyes by a wound 34. and Ducange ). 

O 2 com-* 
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chap, communicated to the legiflative affembly of four 
f A hundred and fifty reprefentatives, who were an- 


nually chofen in the fix quarters, of the city. In 
peace and war, the doge was (till the chief of the 
republic ; his legal authority was fupported by 
the perfonal reputation of Dandolo : his argu- 
ments of public interelt were balanced and ap- 
proved ; and he was authorifed to inform the 
ambaffadors of the following conditions of the 
treaty + \ It was propofed that the crufaders 
Ihould affemble at Venice, on the feaft of St. 
John of the enfuing year : that flat-bottomed 
veffels Ihould be prepared for four thoufand five 
hundred horfes, and nine thoufand fquires, with 
a number of Ihips fufficient for the embarkation 
of four thoufand five hundred knights, and 
twenty thoufand foot : that during a term of 

nine months they Ihould be fupplied with provi- 
fions, and tranfported to whatfoever coalt the 
fervice of God and Chriftendom Ihould require ; 
and that the republic Ihould join the armament 
with a fquadrcn of fifty gallies. It was required 
that the pilgrims Ihould pay, before their depar- 
ture, a fum of eighty-five thoufand marks of 
filver ; and that all conquefts, by fea and land, 
Ihould be equally divided between the confede- 
rates. The terms were hard ; but the emergency 
was prefling, and the French barons were not 
lefs profufe of money than of blood. A general 
affembly was convened to ratify the treaty ; the 
, ftately chapel and place of St. Mark were filled 


4* See the original treaty in the Chronicle of Andrew Dandolo, 
P- 3*3— 3*6- 

with 
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with ten thoufand citizens ; and the noble depu- CHAP. 

v • 1 LX. 

ties were taught a new leffon of humbling them- ^ ' ‘ , 

felves before the majefty of the people. “ lllu- 
“ ftrious Venetians,” faid the marlhal of Cham- 
pagne, “ we are fent by the greateft and moll 
“ powerful barons of France, to implore the aid 
“ of the mailers of the fea for the deliverance 
“ of Jerufalem. They have enjoined us to fall 
“ proflrate at your feet ; nor will we rife from 
“ the ground, till you have promifed to avenge 
“ with us the injuries of Chrift.” The elo- 
quence of their words and tears 43 , their' martial 
alpecl, and fuppliant attitude, were applauded 
by an univerfal Ihout ; as it were, fays Jeffrey, 
by the found of an earthquake. The venerable 
doge afcended the pulpit to urge their requell 
by thofe motives of honour and virtue, which 
alone can be offered to a popular affembly ; the 
treaty was tranfcribed on parchment; attefled 
with oaths and feals, mutually accepted by the 
weeping and joyful reprefentatives of France and 
Venice; and difpatched to Rome for the appro- 
bation of pope Innocent the third. Two thou- 
fand marks were borrowed of the merchants for 
the firll expences of the armament. Of the fix 
deputies, two repaffed the Alps to announce their 
fuccefs, while their four companions made a fruit- 

43 A reader of Villehardouin mult obferve the frequent tears of 
the marlhal and his brother knights. Sachiez que la ot mainte 
lerme ploree de pitie (N° 17.); mult plorant (ibid.) f" mainte 
lerme ploree (N° 34.) ; fi orent mult pitie et plorerent mult du- 
rement (N* 60.)} i ot maint lerme ploree de pitie (N° aoi.). 

They weep on every occafion of grief, joy, or devotion. 

O 3 lefs 
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CHAP, lefs trial of the zeal and emulation of the repub* 
. LX _1 . lies of Genoa and Pifa. 

fndde ly The execu ^ on °f t ^ e treaty was (till oppofed by 
p.mure unforefeen difficulties and delays. The marlhal, 
crufadc on hi s retum to Troyes, was embraced and ap- 
from Ve- proved by Thibaut count of Champagne, who 
a.’d. had been unanimoufly chofen general of the con- 
< j £° 8 ’ federates. But the health of that valiant youth 
already declined, and foon became hopelefs ; and 
he deplored the untimely fate, which condemned 
him to expire, ndt in a field of battle, but on a 
bed of ficknefs. To his brave and numerous vaf- 
fals, the dying prince diftributed his treafures : 
they fwore in his prefence to accomplifh his vow 
and their own ; but fome there were, fays the 
rriarfhal, who accepted his gifts and forfeited 
their word. The more refolute champions of the 
crofs held a parliament at Soiflbns for the elec- 
tion of a new general, but fuch was the incapa- 
city, or jealoufy, or reluctance of the princes of 
France, that none could be found both able and 
willing to afiume the conduct of the enterprife. 
They acquiefced in the choice of a ftrangef, of 
Boniface marquis of Montferrat, defeended of a 
race of heroes, and himfclf of confpicuous fame 
in the wars and negociations of the times 44 ; nor 
could the piety or ambition of the Italian chief 
decline this honourable invitation. After vifiting 
the French court, where he was received as a 

+4 By 3 victory (A. D. 7191) over the citizens of Afti,bya 
rrufade to Paleftine', and by an embafTy from the pope to the 
German princes (Muratori, Annali d'italia, tom.x. p. 163. 202.). 

friend 
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friend and kinfman, the marquis, in the church C H A r. 
of Soiflons, was inverted with the crofs of a pil- . , _ , 
grim and the ftaff of a general j and immediately 
repafled the Alps, to prepare for the dirtant expe- 
dition of the Eaft. About the feftival of the Pen- 
tecoft he difplayed his banner, and marched to- 
wards V enice at the head of the Italians : he was 
preceded or followed by the counts of Flanders 
and Blois, and the moil rcfpectable barons of 
France ; and their numbers were fwelled bv the 
pilgrims of Germany 4S , whofc object and motives 
were fimilar to their own. The Venetians had 
fulfilled, and even furpalfed, their engagements : 
ftables were conftru&ed for the horfes, and bar- 
racks for the troops ; the magazines were abun- 
dantly replenilhed with forage and provifions ; ' 
and the fleet of tranfports, {hips, and gallies, was 
ready to hoift fail, as foon as the republic had re- 
ceived the price of the freight and armament. But 
that price far exceeded the wealth of the crufaders 
who were aflembled at Venice. The Flemings, 
whofe obedience to their count was voluntary and 
precarious, had embarked in their veflels for the 
long navigation of the ocean and Mediterranean ; 
and many of the French and Italians had pre- 
ferred a cheaper and more convenient paffage 
from Marfeilles and Apulia to the Holy Land. 

Each pilgrim might complain, that after he had 

4? See the crufade of the Germans in the Hiftoria C. P of 
Ounther (Canid Antiq. Left. tom. iv. p. v — viii.), who celebrates 
the pilgrimage of his abbot Martin, one of the preaching rivals 
of Fulk of Neuilly. His monaitery, of the Ciftercian order, was 
fituatc in the diocefe of Bad. 

O 4 furniflied 


Digitized by Google 



aoo THE DECLINE AND FALL 

* 

chap, furnifhed his own contribution he was made re- 
. ‘ . fponfible for the deficiency of his abfent brethren : 

the gold and filver plate of the chiefs, which they 
freely delivered to the treafury of St. Mark, was 
a generous but inadequate facrifice ; and after all 
their efforts, thirty-four thoufand marks were ftill 
wanting to complete the ftipulated fum. The 
obftacle was removed by the policy and patriotifm 
of the doge, who propofed to the barons, that if 
they would join their arms in reducing fome re- 
volted cities of Dalmatia, he would expofe his 
perfon in the holy war, and obtain from the re- 
public a long indulgence, till fome wealthy con- 
queft Ihould afford the means of fatisfying the 
debt. After much fcruple and hefitation they 
chofe rather to accept the offer than to relinquifh 
Siege of the enterprife ; and the firft hoftilities of the fleet 
Nov.’ xo. and army were di reeled againft Zara 46 , a ftrong 
city of the Sclavonian coaft, which had renounced 
its allegiance to Venice, and implored the pro- 
tection of the king of Hungary 47 . The crufaders 
burfl the chain or boom of the harbour ; landed 


Jadera, now Zara, was a Roman colony, which acknow- 
ledged Auguftus for its parent. It is now only two miles round, 
and contains five or fix thoufand inhabitants ; but the fortiflea- 
tions are ftrong, and it is joined to the main land by a bridge. Sec 
the travels of the two companions, Spon and Wheeler (Voyage 
deDalmatie, de Grece, &c. tom. i. p.64 — 70. Journeyinto Greece, 
p. 8—14.) ; the laft of whom, by miftaking Sefitrtia for Seflertii, 
values an arch with ftatues and columns at twelve pounds. If, in 
his time, there were no trees near Zara, the cherry-trees were 
not yet planted which produce our incomparable mara/quin. 

* *7 Katona (Hift. Critica Reg. Hungarian, Stirpis Arpad. tom. 
iv. p. 536— 55S.) collects all the fafts and teftimonies molt adverfe 
to the conquerors of Zara. 

their 
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their horfes, troops, and military engines ; and CHAP, 
compelled the inhabitants, after a defence of five , LX ' f 
days, to furrender at difcretion ; their lives were 
fpared, but the revolt was punifhed by the pillage 
of their houfes and the demolition of their walls. 

The feafon was far advanced ; the French and 
Venetians refolved to pafs the winter in a fecure 
harbour and plentiful country ; but their repofe 
was difturbed by national and tumultuous quarrels 
of the foldiers and mariners. The conqueft of 
Zara had fcattered the feeds of difcord and fcan- 
dal : the arms of the allies had been ftained in 
their outfet with the blood, not of infidels, but 
of Chriftians : the king of Hungary and his new 
fubje&s were themfelves enlifted under the banner 
of the crofs ; and the fcruples of the devout, were 
magnified by the fear or laflitude of the relu&ant, 
pilgrims. The pope had excommunicated the • 
falfe crufaders who had pillaged and malfacred 
their brethren 4S , and only the marquis Boniface 
and Simon of Montfort efcaped thefe fpiritual thun- 
ders ; the one by his abfence from the fiege, the 
other by his final departure from the camp. In- 
nocent might abfolve the fimple and fubmiffive pe- 
nitents of France ; but he was provoked by the 
ftubborn reafon of the Venetians, who refufed to 
confefs their guilt, to accept their pardon, or to 
allow, in their temporal concerns, the interpola- 
tion of a prieft. 

4 s See the whole tranfa<ftion, and the fentiments of the pope, 
in the EpilUes of Innocent III. Gefta, c. 86, 87, 88. 
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Greek 
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the young 
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The aflembly of fuch formidable powers by fea 
and land, had revived the hopes of young ** " 

Alexius ; and, both at Venice and Zara, he foli- « \ 
cited the arms of the erufaders, for his own re- 
ftoration and his father’s 50 deliverance. Til's 
royal youth was recommended by Philip king of 
Germany : his prayers and prefence excited the 
compaflion of the camp; and his caufe was em- ‘ .. 
braced and pleaded by the marquis of Mont- 
ferrat and the doge of Venice. A double alliance, 
and the dignity of Csefar, had connefled with 
the Imperial family the two elder brothers of Bo- 
niface s ‘ : he expected to derive a kingdom from 
the important fervice ; and the more generous 
ambition of Dandolo was eager to fecure the in- 

° A 

eftimable benefits of trade and dominion that 
might accrue to his country s \ Their influence 


♦9 A modem reader is furprifed to hear of the valet de Conftan- 
tinople, as applied to young Alexius, on account of his youths 
like the infants of Spain, and the nobiti/Jimus puer of the Romans. 
The pages and valets of the knights were as noble as them- 
felves (Villehardouin and Ducange, N° 36) 

50 The emperor Ifaac is ftyled by Villehardouin, Surfac (N°35, 
&c.), which may be derived from the French Sire, or the Greek 
tup (xupiot) melted into his proper name; the farther corruptions 
of Turfac and Conferac will inftrudt us what licetjce may have 
been ufed in the old dynafties of AfTyria and Egypt. 

5> Reinier and Conrad ; the former married Maria, daughter of 
the emperor Manuel Comnenus; the latter was the hhfband of 
Theodora Angela, filler of the emperors Ifaac and Alexius.) 
Conrad abandoned the Greek court and princefs for the glory of 
defending Tyre againft Saladin (Ducange, Fam. Byzant. p. 187. 
S03.). 

s* Nicetas (in Alexto Comneno, I. iii. c. 9.) accnfes the doge 
and Venetians as the firft authors of the war againft Conft.mti- 
nople, and confiders only as a uyta v*ip the arrival and 

ikameful offers of the royal exile. 

7 P ro ' 
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procured a favourable audience for the aijibana- 
dors of Alexius ; and if the magnitude of his 
offers excited feme fufpicion, the motives and 
rewards which he difplayed plight juftify the delay 
and diverfion of thofe forces which had been con- 
fecrated to the deliverance of Jerufalem. lie 
promifed, in his own and his father’s name, that 
as foon as they fhould be feated on the throne of 
Conflantinople, they would terminate the long 
fchifm of the Greeks, and fubmit themfelves and 
their people to the lawful fupremacy of the Ro- 
man church. He engaged to recompenfe the 
labours and merits of the crufadcrs, by the im- 
mediate payment of two hundred thoufand marks 
of filver ; to accompany them in perfon to Egypt ; 
or, if it fhould be judged more advantageous, to 
maintain, during - a year, ten thoufand men, and, 
during his life, five hundred knights, for the fer- 
vice of the Holy Land. Thefe tempting condi- 
tions were accepted by the republic of Venice; 
and the eloquence of the doge and marquis per- 
fuaded the counts of Flanders, Blois, and St. Pol, 
with eight barons of France, to join in the glo- 
rious enterprife. A treaty of offenfive and defen- 
five alliance was confirmed by their oaths and 
feals ; and each individual, according to his fitua- 
tion and character, was fwayed by the hope of 
public or private advantage ; by the honour of 
reftoring an exiled monarch ; or by the fincerc 
and probable opinion, that their efforts in Pale- 
ftine would be fruitlefs and unavailing, and that 
the acquifition of Conflantinople muff precede 
and prepare the recovery of Jerufalem. But they 

were 
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chap, were the chiefs or equals of a valiant band of free- \ 
^ . men and volunteers, who thought and acted for 3 ? 

themfelves : the foldiers and clergy were divided ; 
and, if a large majority fubfcribed to the alliance, 
the numbers and arguments of the diflidents were 
ftrong and refpe&able ,3 . The boldeft hearts were 
appalled by the report of the naval power and , 
impregnable ftrength of Conftantinople ; and 
their apprehenfions were difguifed to the world, 

- and perhaps to themfelves, by the more decent 
objections of religion and duty. They alleged 
the fan&ity of a vow, which had drawn them 
from their families and homes to the refcue of the 
holy fepulchre ; nor fhould the dark and crooked 
councils of human policy divert them from a pur- 
fuit, the event of which w r as in the hands of the 
Almighty: Their firft offence, the attack of 

Zara, had been feverely punifhed by the reproach 
of their confcience and the cenfures of the pope ; 
nor would they again imbrue their hands in the 
blood of their fellow-chriftians. The apoille of 
Rome had pronounced ; nor would they ufurp 
the right of avenging with the fword the fchifm 
of the Greeks and the doubtful ufurpation of the 
Byzantine monarch. On thefe principles or pre- ~ 
tences, many pilgrims/ the molt diftinguifhed for 
their valour and piety, withdrew from the camp ; 
and their retreat was lefs pernicious than the open 
or fecret oppofition of a difcontented party, that 


S3 Villehardouin and Gunther reprefent the fentiments of the 
two parties. The abbot Martin left the army at Zara, proceeded 
to Faleftine, was fent ambafiador to Conftantinople, and became 
a reluctant witnefs of the fecund fiege. 

laboured. 
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laboured, on every occafion, to feparate the army 
and difappoint the enterprife. 

Notwithflanding this defe&ion, the departure 
of the fleet and army was vigoroufly preffed by 
the Venetians ; whofe zeal for the fervice of the 
royal youth concealed a juft refentment to his 
nation and family. They were mortified by the 
recent preference which had been given to Pifa 
the rival of their trade ; they had a long arrear 
of debt and injury to liquidate with the Byzan- 
tine court; and Dandolo might not difcourage^ 
the popular tale, that he had been deprived of his 
eyes by the emperor Manuel, who perfidioufly 
violated the fandity of an ambaffador. A fimilar 
armament, for ages, had not rode the Adriatic : 
it was compofed of one hundred and twenty flat- 
bottomed veffels or palanders for the horfes ; two 
hundred and forty tranfports filled with men and 
arms ; feventy ftorefhips laden with provifions ; 
and fifty ftout gal lies, well prepared for the en- 
counter of an enemy 54 . While the wind was 
favourable, the fky ferene, and the water fmooth, 
every eye was fixed with wonder and delight on 
the fcene of military and naval pomp which over- 
fpread the fea. The fhields of the knights and 
fquires, at once an ornament and a defence, 
were arranged on either fide of the fhips ; the 
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The birth and dignity of Andrew Dandolo gave him the 
motive and the means of fearching in the archives of Venice the 
memorable ftory of his anceftor. His brevity feems to accufe 
the copious and more recent narratives of Sanudo (in Muratori, 
Script. Rerum Italicarum, tom. xxii.), Blondus, Sabellicus, and 
Xhamnufius. 

banners 
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c fi A P. banners of the nations and families were diiplayed 

LX - from the ftern ; • our modern artillery was lup- 
plied by three hundred engines for calling Hones 
and darts : the fatigues of the way were cheered 
with the found of mufic ; and the fpirits of the 
adventurers were raifed by the mutual affurance, 
that forty thoufand chrillian heroes were equal to 
the conquelt of the world **. In the navigation “ 
from Venice and Zara, the fleet was fuccefs- 
fully fleered by the fkill and experience of the. 
Venetian pilots : at Durazzo, the confederates! 
firft landed on the territories of the Greek em- 
pire : the ifle of Corfu afforded a llation and re-,* | 

pofe ; they doubled without accident the perilous 
cape of Malea, the fouthern point of Peloponefus 
or the Morea j made a defeent in the illands off 
Negropont and Andros ; and call anchor at Aby- 
dus on the Afiatic fide of the Hellefpont. Thefe 
preludes of conquell w r ere eafy and bloodlefsii 
the Greeks of the provinces, without patriotifni" 
or courage, were crulhed by an irrefiltible forc^i* 
the prefence of the lawful heir might jullify their 11 
obedience ; and it was rewarded by the modefly 5 
and difeipline of the Latins. As they penetrated 
through the Hellefpont, the magnitude of their 
navy was compreffed in a narrow channel ; and 

* # # 4 • . 1. ,* • * ' • i 0> 

ss Vilkbardouin, N* 6 z. His feelings and expreflions are ori- 
ginal ; he often weeps, but he rejoices in the glories and perils of, 
war with. a fplrit unknown 'to a fedentary writer. ‘ • 

s 6 lu this voyage, almolt all the geographical names are cof>- 1 
rupted by the Latins. The modern appellation of Cbalcis, and ■ 
all F.ubeca, is derived from its Euripus, E-vr.po, Kegri-po , j Kegro- 
font, which diihonours our maps (d : Anvilk, Geographic An- * 
ckrnic,. tom. i. p. 163.). 

the 
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the face of the waters was darkened with innu- c H A p. 
merable fails.* They again expanded in the bafon 
of the Propontis, and traverfed that placid fea, 
till they approached the European fnore, at the 
abbey of St. Stephen, three leagues to the weft 
of Conflantinople. The prudent doge diffuaded 
• them from difperfing themfelves in a populous 
and hoftile land ; and, as their flock of provi- 
fions was reduced, it was refolved, in the leafon 
of harvefl, to replenifh their ftorefhips in the 
fertile iflands of the Propontis. With this refo- 
liition, they directed their courfe ; but a flrong 
gale, and their own impatience, drove them to 
the eaftward ; and fo near did they run to the 
fhore and the city, that fome vollies of (tones and 
darts were exchanged between the (hips and the 
rampart. As they pafled along, they gazed with 
admiration on the capital of the Eaft, or, as it 
fhould feem, of the earth ; rifing from her feven 
hills, and towering over the continents of Eu- 
rope and Afia. The fwelling domes and lofty 
fpires of five hundred palaces and churches, were 
gilded by the fun and reflected in the waters ; 
the walls were crowded with foldiers and fpec- 
tators, whofe numbers they beheld, of whofe 
temper they were ignorant j and each heart was 
chilled by the reflection, that, fince the beginning 
of the world, fuch an enterprife had never been 
undertaken by fuch an handful of Warriors. But 
the momentary apprehenfion was difpelled by 
hope and valour ; and every man, fays the mar- 
fhal of Champagne, glanced his eye on the fword 
or lanpe which he mad fpeedily ufe in the glo- . 

rious 
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rious conflict 57 . The Latins caft anchor before 
Chalcedon ; the mariners only wer£ left in the .- ; 
veflels ; the foldiers, horfes, and arms, were 
fafely landed ; and, in the luxury of an Imperial 
palace, the barons tailed the firft fruits of their 
fuccefs. On the third day, the fleet and army 
moved towards Scutari, the Afiatic fuburb of / 
Conftantinople ; a detachment of five hundred 
Greek horfe was furprifed and defeated by four- 
fcore French knights ; and in a halt of nine days, 
the camp was plentifully fupplied with forage and 
provifions. 

, In relating the invafion of a great empire, it 
may feem ftrange that I have not deferibed the 
obltacles which Ihould have checked the progrefs 
of the ftrangers. The Greeks, in truth, were an 
unwarlike people ; but they were rich, induftri- 
ous, and fubjeft to the will of a fingle man : had 
that man been capable of fear, when his enemies 
were at a diftance, or of courage, when they ap- 
proached his perfon. The firft rumour of his 
nephew’s alliance with the French and Venetians 
was defpifed by the ufurper Alexius ; his flatterers 
perfuaded him, that in this contempt he was bold' 
and fincere; and each evening in the clofe of the 
banquet, he thrice diicomfited the Barbarians of 
the Weft. Thefe Barbarians had been juftly ter- 
rified by the report of his naval power ; and the 
fixteen hundred filhing-boats of Conftantinople s * 

could 

57 Et fachiez que il ne ot fi hardi cui le cuer ne fremift (c. 67.) 

Chafcuns regardoit fes armes . . que par terns en aront 
meltier (c. 68.). Such is the honefty of courage. 

5 s Eandem urbeiu plus iu foils uavibus pifeatorum abundare, 

4 quatn 
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could have manned a fleet, to fink them in the CHAP. 
Adriatic, or flop their entrance in the mouth of L " , 
the Hellefpont. But all force may be annihilated 
by the negligence of the prince and the venality of 
his minifters. The great duke, or admiral, made 
a fcandalous, almoft a public, auftion of the fails, 
the mafts, and the rigging ; the royal forefts were 
referved for the more important purpofe of the 
chace ; and the trees, fays Nicetas, were guarded 
by the eunuchs, like the groves of religious wor- 
fliip 59 . From his dream of pride, Alexius was 
awakened by the fiege of Zara and the rapid ad- 
vances of the Latins ; as foon as he faw the danger 
was real, he thought it inevitable ; and his vain 
prefumption was loft in abjeft defpondency and 
defpair. He fuffered thefe contemptible Barba- 
rians to pitch their camp in the fight of the palace ; 
and his apprehenfions were thinly difguifed by the 
pomp and menace of a fuppliant embafly. The 
fovereign of the Romans was aftonilhed (his am- 
baffadors were inftructed to fay) at the hoftile 
appearance of the ftrangers. If thefe pilgrims 
were fincere in their vow for the deliverance of 
Jerufalem, his voice muft applaud, and his trea- 
fures ftiould aflift, their pious defign ; but fliould 
they dare to invade the fanftuary of empire, their 
numbers, were they ten times more confiderable, 

Ihould not protedk them from his juft refentment. 

qtiam illos in toto navigio. Habebat enim mille et fexcentas pif- 

catorias naves Bcllicas autem five mercatorias habebant 

infinitae multitudinis et portum tutifTimum. Gunther, Hift. C. P# 
c. 8. p. xo. 

59 Hxiartf Upxr nXs-t**, Iwliv J« «*i 8lo<fuTHrr»» trxfxhtfttr tfiitcm 

Nicetas in Alex. Comneno, 1 . Hi. c. 9. p. 348. 

Vol. XI. P The 
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The anfwcr of the doge and barons was fimple 
and magnanimous. “ In the c'aufc of honour and 
“ juflice,” they faid, “ we defpife the ufurper of 
“ Greece, his tlireats, and his offers. Our friend- 
“ fhip and his allegiance are due to the lawful 'heir, 
to the young prince who is feated among us, 
and to his father, the emperor Ifaac, who has 
** been deprived of his fceptre, his freedom, and 
te his eyes, by the crime of an ungrateful brother. 
“ Let that brother confefs his guilt, and implore 
“ forgivenefs, and we ourfelves will intercede, 
“ that he may be permitted to live in affluence 
“ and fecurity. But let him not infult us by a 
“ fecond meflage : our reply will be made in 
“ arms, in the palace of Conftantinople.” 

On the tenth day of their encampment at Scu- 
tari, the crufaders prepared theinfelves, as fol- 
diers and as catholics, for the pafflage of the Bof- 
phorus. Perilous indeed was the adventure ; 
the Itream was broad and rapid ; in a calm the 
current of the Euxine might drive down the 
liquid and unextinguiihable fires of the Greeks j 
and the oppofite Ihores of Europe were defended 
by feventy thoufand horfe and foot in formidable 
array. On this memorable day, which happened 
to be bright and pleafant, the Latins were diftri- 
buted in fix battles or divifions ; the firft, or van- 
guard, was led by the count of Flanders, one of 
the mod powerful of the Chriftian princes in the 
(kill and number of his crofs-bows. The four 
fucceffive battles of the French were commanded 
by his brother Henry, the counts of St. Pol and 
Blois, and Matthew of Montmorency, the lafl: of 

whom 
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\vhom was honoured by the voluntary fervice of CHAP, 
the marlhal and nobles of Champagne. The ■_ . 

fixth divifion, the rear-guard and referve of the 
army, was conducted by the marquis of Mont- 
ferrat, at the head of the Germans and Lombards. 

The chargers, faddled, with their long capari- 
fons dragging on the ground, were embarked in 
the flat palanders 60 ; and the knights Rood by 
the fide of their horfes, in complete armour, 
their helmets laced, and their lances in their 
hands. Their numerous train of ferjeants 61 and 
archers occupied the tranfports ; and each tranf- 
port was towed by the ftrength and fvviftnefs of a 
galley. The fix divifions traverfed the Bofpho- 
rus, without encountering an enemy or an ob- 
ftacle; to land the foremoft was the wifh, to 
conquer or die was the refolution, of every 
diviiion and of every foldier. Jealous of the 
pre-eminence of danger, the knights in their 
heavy armour leaped into the fca, when it rofe as 
high as their girdle ; the ferjeants and archers 
were animated by their valour ; and the fquires, 

6° From theverfion of Vignere I adopt the well-founding word 
palandcr, which is ftill ufed, I believe, in the Mediterranean. 

But had I written in French, I fhould have preferred the original 
and exprefiive denomination of •vejfters or tviffiers, from the huis, 
or door, which was let down as a draw-bridge ; but which, at 
fea, was clofed into the fide of the fhip (fee Ducange au Ville- 
hardouin, N° 14. and Joinville, p. 47, a8. edit, du Louvre). 

6 « To avoid the vague exprefiions of followers, &c. I ufe, after 
Villehardouin, the word ferjeants for all horfemen who were not 
knights. There were ferjeants at arms, and ferjeants at law ; 
and if we vifit the parade and Weftminfter hall, we may obferve 
the ftrange refult of the diftindtion (Ducange, dollar. Latin. 

Sierwentes, &c. tom. vi. p. az6 — *31.). 

P a letting 
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C P ' down the draw-bridges of the palanders, led 

■ — m ~ _■ the horfes to the fhore. Before the fquadrons could 
mount, and form and couch their lances, the feventy 
thoufand Greeks had vanifhed from their fight ; 
the timid Alexius gave the example to his troops ; 
and it was only by the plunder of his rich pavi- 
lions that the Latins were informed that they had 
fought againft an emperor. In the firfl: confter- 
nation of the flying enemy, they refolved by a 
double attack to open the entrance of the har- 
bour. The tower of Galata 6 % in the fuburb of 
Pera, was attacked and ftormed by the French, 
while the Venetians affumed the more difficult 
talk of forcing the boom or chain that was 
ftretched from that tower to the Byzantine fhore. 
After fome ffuitlefs attempts, their intrepid perfer 
verance prevailed : twenty fhips of war, the relics 
of the Grecian navy, were either funk or taken : 
the enormous and mafly links of iron were cut 
afunderby thefhears, or broken by the weight, of 
the gallies ; and the Venetian fleet, fafe and 
triumphant, rode at anchor in the port of Con- 
ftantinople. By thefe daring atchievements, a 

6t It Is needlefs to obferve, that on the fubjedt of Galata, the 
chain, &c. Ducange is accurate and full. Confult likewife the 
proper chapters of the C. P. Chriftiana of the fame author. The 
inhabitants of Galata were fo vain and ignorant, that they ap- 
plied to themfelves St. Paul’s Epiflle to the Galatians. 

The velTel that broke the chain was named the Eagle, Aquila 
(Dandol. Chronicon. p. 312.), which Blondus (de Geftis Veaet.) 
has changed into Aquila the north wind. Ducange, Obfervations, 
N° 83. maintains the latter reading ; but he had not feen the 
rcfpedtable text of Dandolo, nor did he enough confider the to- 
pography of the harbour. The fouth-eaft would have been a 
more* ed'edlual wind. 

- ‘ remnant 
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remnant of twenty thoufand Latins folicited the 
licence of befieging a capital which contained above 
four hundred thoufand inhabitants e \ able, though 
not willing, to bear arms in the defence of their 
country. Such an account would indeed fuppofe 
a population of near two millions ; but whatever 
abatement may be required in the numbers of the 
Greeks, the belief of thofe numbers will equally 
exalt the fearlefs fpirit of their alfailants. 

In the choice of the attack, the French and Ve* 
netians were divided by their habits of life and 
warfare. The former affirmed with truth, that 
Conftantinopie was moft acceffible on the fide of 
the fea and the harbour. The latter might affert 
with honour, that they had long enough trufled 
their lives and fortunes to, a frail bark and a pre- 
carious element, and loudly demanded a trial of 
knighthood, a firm ground, and a clofe onfet, 
either on foot or horfeback. After a prudent 
compromife, of employing the two nations by 
fea and land, in the fervice bell fuited to their 
character, the fleet covering the army, they both 
proceeded from the entrance to the extremity of 
the harbour : the ftone bridge of the river was 
haftily repaired ; and the fix battles of the French 
formed their encampment againft the front of the 

6 + Quatre cens mil homes ou plus (Yillehardouin, N° 134.), 
muft be underftood of men of a military age. Le Beau (Hift. du 
Bas Empire, tom. xx. p. 417.) allows Conftantinopie a million of 
inhabitants, of whom 60,000 horfe, and an infinite number of 
foot foldiers. In its prefent decay, the capital of the Ottoman 
empire may contain 400,000 fouls (Bell's Travels, vol. ii. p. 401, 
402.); but as the Turks keep no regifters, and as circumftance* 
are fallacious, it is impofiible to afcertaiu (Niebuhr, Voyage en 
Arabic, tom. i. p. 18, 19.) the real populou&gfs of their cities. 
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chap, capital 1 , the bafis of the triangle which runs about 
^ L *‘ ^ four miles from the port to the Propontis B *. , On 
the edge of a broad ditch, at the foot of a lofty 
rampart, they had leifure to contemplate the dif- 
ficulties of their enterprife. The gates to the 
right and left of their narrow camp poured forth 
frequent fallies of cavalry and light-infantry, which 
cut off their ftragglers, fwept the country of pro- 
vifions, founded the alarm five or fix times in the 
courfe of each day, and compelled them to plant 
a pallifade, and fink an entrenchment, for their 
immediate fafety. In the fupplies and convoys 
the Venetians had been too fparing, or the Franks 
too voracious : the ufual complaints of hunger 
and fcarcity were heard, and perhaps felt : their 
flock of flour would be exhaufted in three weeks ; 
and their difguft of fait meat tempted them to 
tafle the fldh of their horfes. The trembling 
ufurper was fupported by Theodore Lafcaris, his 
fon-in-law, a valiant youth, who afpired to fave 
and to rule his country ; the Greeks, regardlefs 
of that country, were awakened to the defence of 
their religion ; but their firmeft hope was in the 
flrength and fpirit of the Varangian guards, of 
. the Danes and Englifh, as they are named in the 

writers of the times 6p . After ten days inceffant 
, labour, 

«S On the moft correfl plans of Conftantinople, I know not 
how to meafure more than 4000 paces. Yet Villehardouiu com- 
putes the fpace at three leagues (N° 86.). If his eye were not de- 
ceived, he muft reckon by the old Gallic league of 1500 paces, 
which might ftill be ufed in Champagne. 

*6 The guards, the Varangi, are ityled by Villehardouin (N® 
89. 95, &c.), Englois et Danois avec leurs haches. Whatever 
had been their origin, a French pilgrim could not be miltaken i n 
t£e nation; of which they were at thjit time compofed. 
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labour, the ground was levelled, the ditch filled, 
the approaches of the befiegers were regularly v -— . J 

made, and two hundred and fifty engines of 
aflault exercifcd their various powers to clear the 
rampart, to batter the walls, and to fap the foun- 
dations. On the firft appearance of a breach, 
the fcaling-ladders were applied : the numbers 
that defended the vantage ground repulfed and 
opprefTed the adventurous Latins ; but they ad- 
mired the refolution of fifteen knights and fer- 
jeants, who had gained the afeent, and main- 
tained their perilous ftation till they were preci- 
pitated or made prifoners by the Imperial guards. 

On the fide of the harbour the naval attack was 
more fuccefsfully conduced by the Venetians ; 
and that induftrious people employed every re- 
fource that was known and praclifed before the 
invention of gunpowder. A double line, three 
bow-fhots in front, was formed by the gallies and 
Ihips ; and the fwift motion of the former was 
fupported by the weight and loftinefs of the 
latter, whofe decks, and poops, and turret, were 
the platforms of military engines, that difeharged 
their Ihot over the heads of the firft line. The 
foldiers, who leaped from the gallies on Ihore, 
immediately planted and afeended their fcaling- 
ladders, while the large Ihips, advancing more 
Ilowly into the intervals, and lowering a draw- 
bridge, opened a way through the air from their 
malls to the rampart. In the inidft of the con- 
flict, the doge, a venerable and confpicuous 
form. Hood aloft in complete armour on the 
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chap, prow of his galley. The great ftandard of St. 

, _ ' . Mark was difplayed before him ; his threats, pro- 
mifes, and exhortations, urged the diligence of 
the rowers ; his veffel was the firfl that llruck $ 
and Dandolo was the firfl warrior on the fhore. 
The nations admired the magnanimity of the 
blind old man, without refledling that his age 
and infirmities diminifhed the price of life, and 
enhanced the value of immortal glory. On a 
fudden, by an invifible hand (for the ftandard- 
bearer was probably flain), the banner of the 
republic was fixed on the rampart : twenty-five 
* towers were rapidly occupied ; and, by the cruel 
expedient of fire, the Greeks were driven from 
the adjacent quarter. The doge had difpatched 
the intelligence of his fuccefs, when he was check- 
ed by the danger of his confederates. Nobly 
declaring that he would rather die with the pil- 
grims than gain a vi&ory by their deftru&ion, 
Dandolo relinquifhed his advantage, recalled his 
troops, and haftened to the fcene of adion. He 
found the fix weary diminutive battles of the French 
encompaffed by fixty fquadrons of the Greek ca- 
valry, the leafl of which was more numerous 
than the largeft of their divifions. Shame and 
defpair had provoked Alexius to the lafl effort of 
a general fally j but he was awed by the firm 
order and manly afpeCt of the Latins ; and, after 
fkirmifhing at a diftance, withdrew his troops in 
the clofe of the evening. The filence or tumult 
of the night exafperated his fears ; and the timid 
ufurper, collecting a treafure of ten thoufand 
4 pounds 
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pounds of gold, bafely deferted his wife, his peo- 
ple, and his fortune ; threw himfelf into a bark, 
ftole through the Bofphorus, and landed in ftiame- 
ful fafety in an obfcure harbour of Thrace. As 
foon as they were apprifed of his flight, the Greek 
nobles fought pardon and peace in the dungeon 
where the blind Ifaac expe&ed each hour the vifit 
of the executioner. Again faved and exalted by 
the viciflitudes of fortune, the captive in his im- 
perial robes was replaced on the throne, and fur- 
rounded with proftrate Haves, whofe real terror 
and aflfe&ed joy he was incapable of difcerning. 
At the dawn of day hoflilities were fufpended ; 
and the Latin chiefs were furprifed by a meflage 
from the lawful and reigning emperor, who was 
impatient to embrace his fon and to reward his 
generous deliverers 67 . 

But thefe generous deliverers were unwilling to 
releafe their hoftage, till they had obtained from 
his father the payment, or at Ieaft the promife, of 
their recompenfe. They chofe four ambafladors, 
Matthew of Montmorency, our hiftorian the mar- 
fhal of Champagne, and two Venetians, to congra- 
tulate the emperor. The gates were thrown open 
on their approach, the ftreets on both fides were 
lined with the battle-axes of the Danilh and Eng- 
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67 For the fir IT: fiege and conqueft of Conftantinople, we may 
read the original letter of the crufaders to Innocent III. Gefta, 
c. 91. p. 533, J34. Villehardouin, N’ 75— 99. Nicetas in Alexio 
Comnen. 1 . iii. c. 10. p. 349 — 35a. Dandolo, in Chron. p. 312. 
Gunther, and his abbot Martin, were not yet returned from 
their obftinate pilgrimage to Jerufalcm, or St. John d’Acre, where 
the greatcft part of the company had died of the plague. 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

. lifh guard : the prefence-chamber glittered with 
gold and jewels, the falfe fubftitutes of virtue and 
power ; by the fide of the blind Ifaac, his wife 
was feated, the lifter of the king of Hungary ; 
and by her appearance, the noble matrons of 
Greece were drawn from their domeftic retire- 
ment, and mingled with the circle of fenators 
and foldicrs. The Latins, by the mouth of the 
marihal, fpoke like men, confcious of their merits, 
but who refpe&ed the work of their own hands ; 
and the emperor clearly underftood, that his 
fon’s engagements with Venice and the pilgrims 
rnuft be ratified without hefitation or delay. 
Withdrawing into a private chamber with the 
emprefs, a chamberlain, an interpreter, and the 
four ambafladors, the father of young Alexius 
enquired with fome anxiety into the nature of 
his ftipulations. The fubmiffion of the Eaftem 
empire to the pope, the fuccour of the Holy Land, 
and a prefent contribution of two hundred thou- 
fand marks of filver — “ Thefe conditions are 
<c weighty,” was his prudent reply ; “ they are 
tc hard to accept, and difficult to perform. But no 
“ conditions can exceed the meafure of your 
“ fervices and deferts.” After this fatisfaefory 
afiiirar.ee, the barons mounted on horfeback, and 
introduced the heir of Conftantinople to the city 
and palace : his youth and marvellous adventures 
engaged every heart in his favour, and Alexius 
was folemnly crowned with his father in the dome 
of St. Sophia. In the firft days of his reign, the 
people, already blefled with the reftoration of 
plenty and peace, was delighted by the joyful 

cataftrophc 
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cataftrophe of the tragedy ; and the difcontent chap. 
of the nobles, their regret, and their fears, . ^ 

were covered by the polifhed furface of pleafure 
and loyalty. The mixture of two difcordant 
nations in the fame capital, might have been 
pregnant with mifchief and danger; and the 
fuburb of Galata, or Pera, was afiigned for the 
-quarters of the French and Venetians. But the 
liberty of trade and familiar intercourfe was al- 
lowed between the friendly nations ; and each 
day the pilgrims were tempted by devotion or 
curiofity to vifit the churches and palaces of Con- 
ftantinople. Their rude minds, infenfible per- 
haps of the finer arts, were aftonilhed by the 
magnificent fcenery: and the poverty of then- 
native towns enhanced the populoufnefs and 
riches of the firft metropolis of Chriftendom a ’. 
Defcending from his ftate, young Alexius was 
prompted by interefl and gratitude to repeat his 
frequent and familiar vifits to his Latin allies ; 
and in the freedom of the table, the gay petu- 
lance of the French fometimes forgot the empe- 
ror of the Eaft e ®. In their more ferious confe- 
rences, it was agreed, that the re-union of the 

68 Compare, in the rude energy of Villehardouin (N° 66. 100.), 
the infide and outfide views of Conftantinople, and their impref- 
lion on the minds of the pilgrims : cette ville (fays he) que de 
totes les autres ere fouveraine. See the parallel paflages of Ful- 
cherius Carnoteniis, Hift. Hierofol. 1 . i. c. 4- and Will. Tyr. ii. 3. 
xx. 36. 

6 9 As they played at dice, the Latins took off his diadem, and 

clapped on his head a woollen or hairy cap, to »«i 

*< tynteifn KortfcvTatnv iku- (Nicetas, p. 358.). If thefe merry 
companions were Venetians, it was the infolence of trade and a 
commonwealth, 

two 
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CHAP, two churches muft be the refult of patience and 
y_ . time ; but avarice was lefs tradable than zeal ; 
and a large fum was inftantly difburfed to appeafe 
the wants, and filence the importunity, of the 
crufaders 10 . Alexius was alarmed by the ap- 

proaching hour of their departure : their abfence v 
might have relieved him from the engagement . 
which he was yet incapable of performing ; but 
his friends would have left him, naked and 
alone, to the caprice and prejudice of a perfidious 
nation. He wilhed to bribe their ftay, the delay - 
of a year, by undertaking to defray their expence, 
and to fatisfy, in their name, the freight of the 
„ Venetian veffels. The offer was agitated in 
the council of the barons ; and, after a repetition 
ef their debates and fcruples, a majority of votes 
again acquiefced in the advice of the doge and the 
prayer of the young emperor. At the price of 
fixteen hundred pounds of gold, he prevailed on 
the marquis of Montferrat to lead him with an 
army round the provinces of Europe ; to eftab- 
lifh his authority, and purfue his uncle, while 
Conftantinople was awed by the prefence of 
Baldwin and his confederates of France and 
Flanders. The expedition was fuccefsful ; the 
blind emperor exulted in the fuccefs of his arms, 
and liftened to the predictions of his flatterers, 

7 ° Villehardouin, N° tor. D.andolo, p. 331. The doge .affirms, 
that the Venetians were paid more (lowly than the French ; but he 
owns, that the hiltories of the two nations differed on that fuh- 
jpdt. Had he read Villehardouin ! The Greeks complained, 
however, quod totius Graecis opes tranftuliffet (Gunther, Ilift. 

C. P. c. 13,). See the lamentations and inveftives of Nicetas (p. 

3SS-y 
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that the fame Providence which had raifed him chap. 
from the dungeon to the throne, would heal his ' j 
gout, reftore his fight, and watch over the long 
profperity of his reign. Yet the mind of the fuf- 
picious old man was tormented by the rifing 
glories of his fon ; nor could his pride conceal 
from his envy, that, while his own name was 
pronounced in faint and reluctant acclamations, 
the royal youth was the theme of fpontaneous and 
univerfal praife 71 . 

By the recent invafion, the Greeks were awak- Quarrel 
ened from a dream of nine centuries ; from the vain Greek* 
prefumption that the capital of the Roman empire 
was impregnable to foreign arms. The ftrangers of 
the Weft had violated the city, and beftowed the 
fceptre, of Conftantine: their Imperial clients 
foon became as unpopular as themfelves : the 
welbknown vices of Ifaac were rendered ftill more 
contemptible by his infirmities ; and the young 
Alexius was hated as an apoftate, who had re- 
nounced the manners and religion of his country. 

His fecret covenant with the Latins was divulged 
or fufpe&ed ; the people, and efpecially the 
clergy, were devoutly attached to their faith and 
fuperftition ; and every convent, and every fliop, 
reiounded with the danger of the church and the 
tyranny of the pope 7 \ An empty treafury could 

ill 

7 * The reign of Alexius Comnemis occupies three books in 
N icetas, p. 191 — 351. The fliort reftoration of Ifaac and his fon 
is difpatched in five chapters, p. 351 — 36*. 

7z When Nicetas reproaches Alexius for his impious league, he 
be (lows the hariheft names on the pope’s new religion ; juiiJ.r x« 
me i»f . ■ . t»» r« n*sT» v/on/xwt uiwjm 

... jiun. 
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I 

C l x P ' ^ fupply the demands of regal luxury and fo- 
i _ r _ ■ reign extortion! the Greeks refufed to avert, by 
a general tax, the impending evils of fervitude 
and pillage ; the opprelfion of the rich excited 
a more dangerous and perfonal refentment ; and 
if the emperor melted the plate, and defpoiled the 
images, of the fanctuary, he feemed to juftify the 
complaints of herefy and facrilege. During the 
abfence of marquis Boniface and his Imperial 
pupil, Conftantinople was vifxted with a calamity 
which might be juftly imputed to the zeal and 
indifcretion of the Flemifh pilgrims ”. In one of 
their vifits to the city, they were fcandalized by 
the afpe£t of a mofch or fynagogue, in which 
one God was worfhipped, without a partner or a 
fon. Their effectual mode of controverfy was to 
attack the infidels with the fword, and their habi- 
• tation with fire: but the infidels, and fomc 
Chriftian neighbours, prefumed to defend their 
lives and properties ; and the flames which bi- 
gotry had kindled confirmed the mod orthodox 
and innocent ftruttures. During eight days and 
nights, the conflagration fpread above a league in 
front, from the harbour to the Propontis, over . 
the thickefl and mod; populous regions of the 
city. It is not eafy to count the (lately churches 
and palaces that were reduced to a fmoking ruin, 

. . . jusTuSiT-ir ti xa< fttrairH’irti rw maXatvf i (p. 34R.). * 

Such was the fincere language of every Greek to the laft gafp of 
the empire. 

7* Nicetas (p. 355.) is poGtive in the charge, and fpeciGes the 
Flemings though he is wrong in fuppofing it an an- 

cient name. Villehardouin (N° 107.) exculpates the barons, and 
is ignorant (perhaps aflfeitedly ignorant) of the names of the 
guilty. 

7 to 
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to value the merchandise that perifhed in the C H 

trading ftreets, or to number the families that , [ 

were involved in the common deftrudlion. By 
this outrage, which the doge and the barons in 
vain affe&ed to difclaim, the name of the Latins 
became ftill more unpopular ; and the colony of 
that nation, above fifteen thoufand perfons, con- 
futed their fafety in a hafty retreat from the city 
to the protection of their ftandard in the Suburb 
of Pera. The emperor returned in triumph ; 
but the firmed: and moll dextrous policy would 
have been infufficient to fteer him through the 
tempeft, which overwhelmed the perfon and go- 
vernment of that unhappy youth. His own incli- 
nation, and his father’s advice, attached him to 
his benefa&ors ; but Alexius hefitated between 
gratitude and patriotifm, between the fear of his 
fubje&s and of his allies 7 \ By his feeble and fluc- 
tuating conduct he loft the efteem and confidence 
of both ; and, while he invited the marquis of 
Montferrat to occupy the palace, he Suffered the 
nobles to confpire, and the people to arm, for 
the deliverance of their country. Regardlefs of 
his painful fituation, the Latin chiefs repeated 
their demands, refented his delays, fufjpe&ed his 
intentions, and exacted a deciftve anfvver of peace 
or war. The haughty fummons was delivered by 
three French knights and three Venetian deputies, 
who girded their Swords, mounted their horfes, 

"•* Compare the fufpicions and complaint* of Nicetas (p. 359 — 

362.) with the blunt charges of Baldwin of Flanders (Gcft.i 
Innocent. III. c. 92. p. 534.). cum patriarchs et mole nobilium, 
sobis promiffis perjurus et mendax. 
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c h AP. pierced through the angry multitude, and entered 
v I '*' , with a fearlefs countenance the palace and pTe- 
fence of the Greek emperor. In a peremptory 
tone, they recapitulated their fervices and his 
engagements ; and boldly declared, that urtlefs 
their juft claims were fully and immediately fatif- 
fied, they fhould no longer hold him either as a 
fovereign or a friend. After this defiance, the 
firft that had ever wounded an Imperial ear, they de- 
parted without betraying any fymptoms of fear ; 
but their efcape from a fervile palace and a fu- 
rious city aftonifhed the ambafiadors themfelves ; 
and their return to the camp was the fignal of 
mutual hoftility. • ' 

The war Among the Greeks, all authority and wifdom 
r T^» were overborne by the impetuous multitude, who 
miftook their rage for valour, their numbers for 
ftrength, and their fanaticifm for the fupport and 
infpiration of Heaven. In the eyes of both na- 
tions Alexius was falfe and contemptible r the 
bafe and fpurious race of the Angeli was rejected 
with clamorous difdain j and the people of Con- 
ftantinople encompaffed the fenate, to demand at 
their hands a more worthy emperor. To every 
fenator, confpicuous by his birth or dignity, they 
fucceffivcly prefented the purple : by each fenator 
the deadly garment was repulfed : the conteft 
lifted three days ; and we may learn from the 
hiftorian Nicetas, one of the members of the 
affembly, that fear and weaknefs were the guar- 
■ dians of their loyalty. A phantom, who vanifh- 
ed in oblivion, was forcibly proclaimed by the 

crowd j 
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crowd 74 : but the author of the tumult, and the chap. 
leader of the war, was a prince of the houfe of , . 

Ducas ; and his common appellation of Alexius 
muft be difcriminated by the epithet of Mour- 
zoufle 76 , which in the vulgar idiom expreffed the 
clofe jun&ion of his black and lhaggy eye-brows. 

At once a patriot and a courtier, the perfidious 
Mourzoufle, who was not deftitute of cunning 
and courage, oppofed the Latins both in fpeech 
and a&ion, inflamed the paffions and prejudices 
of the Greeks, and infinuated himfelf into , the 
favour and confidence of Alexius, who trufted 
him with the office of great chamberlain, and 
tinged his bulkins with the colours of royalty. 

At the dead of night he ruflied into the bed- 
chamber with an affrighted afpe£t, exclaiming, 
that the palace was attacked by the people and 
betrayed by the guards. Starting from his couch, 
the unfufpecting prince threw himfelf into the 
arms of his enemy, who had contrived his efcape 
by a private ftaircafe. But that ftaircafe termi- Alexius 
nated in a prifon ; Alexius was feized, {tripped, * a n t her de 
and loaded with chains ; and, after tailing fome pofed by 
days the bitternefs of death, he was poifoned, or 
ftrangled, or beaten with clubs, at the command, Feb - *• 
and in the prefence, of the tyrant. The emperor 
Ifaac Angelus foon followed his fon to the grave, 

' 7 S His name was Nicholas Canabus ; he deferved the praife of 
Nicetas and the vengeance of Mourzoufle (p. 36a.). 

7 6 ViUehardouin (N° 116.) fpeaks of him as a favourite, with- 
out knowing that he was a prince of the blood, Angelas and 
Ducas. Ducange, who pries into every corner, believes him to 
be the fon of Ifeac Ducas Sebaftocrator, and fecond coufin of 
young Alexius. 

. Vol. XI. and 
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CHAP, and Mourzoufle, perhaps, might fpare the fuper- 
^ LX ~ , fluous crime of haftening the extinction of impo- 
tence and blindnefs. 

Second •- The death of the emperors, and the ufurpation 
January— Mourzoufle, had changed the nature of the 
A P ril - quarrel. It was no longer the difagreement of 
allies who over-valued their fervices, or neglefted 
their obligations : the French and Venetians for- 
got their complaints again!! Alexius, dropt a tear 
on the untimely fate of their companion, and 
fwore revenge again!! the perfidious nation who 
had crowned his alfalTm. Yet the prudent doge 
was ftill inclined to negociate ; he a!ked as a debt, 
a fubfidy, or a fine, fifty thoufand pounds of 
gold, about two millions fterling ; nor would 
the conference have been abruptly broken, if thd 
zeal, or policy, of Mourzoufle had not refiifed to 
facrifice the Greek church to the fafety of the 
ftate 71 . Amid!! the inveftives of his foreign and 
domeftic enemies, we may difcern, that he was 
not unworthy of the chara&er which he had 
affumed, of the public champion : the fecond 
fiege of Conftantinople was far more laborious 
than the fir!! ; the treafury was repleniflied, and 
difcipline was reftored, by a fevere inquifition inti* 
the abufes of the former reign ; and Mourzoufle* 
an iron mace in his hand, vifiting the pofts, and 
affe&ing the port and afpect of a warrior, was 
an object of terror, to his foldiers, at lea!!, and 

•' 5 

"7 Tins negociation, probable in itfelf, and attefted by Nicetas 
(o- 365.}, is omitted as lcanddous by the delicacy of Daadolo and 

Viifchardouin. 
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to his kinfraen. Before and after the death of chap. 
Alexius, the Greeks made two vigorous and well- LX - 
condu&ed attempts to burn the navy in the har- ' ~ vrrS!; 
bour ; but the (kill and courage of the Venetians 
repulfed the fire-fhips ; and the vagrant flames 
tvafted themfelves without injury in the fea 7S . 

In a no&urnal fally, the Greek emperor was van- 
quifhed by Henry, brother of the count of Flan- 
ders : the advantages of number and furprife 
aggravated the (hame of his defeat ; his buckler 
was found on the field of battle ; and the Impe- 
rial ftandard 7 % a divine image of the Virgin, 
was prefented, as a trophy and a relic, to the 
Cifterckn monks, the difciples of St. Bernard- 
Near three months, without excepting the holy 
feafon of Lent, were confirmed in ikirmifhes and 
preparations, before the Latins were ready or 
refolved for a general aflault. The land-fortifica- 
tions had been found impregnable ; and the Ve- 
netian pilots reprefented, that, on the Ihore of 
the ^Propontis, the anchorage was unfafe, and the 
Ihips muft be driven by the current far away to 
the (freights of the Hellefpont ; a profpea not 
unpleafing to the relu&ant pilgrims, whq fought ‘ 
every opportunity of breaking the army. From 
the harbour, therefore, the aflault was deter- 

J ,, r . 

7 * Baldwin mentions both attempts to fire the fleet (Gelt. c. 9*. 

P* M4, 53 J-) ; Villehardouin (N° 113— n S .) only deferibes the 
firft. It is remarkable, that neither of thefe warriors obferve any 
peculiar properties in the Greek fire. 

79 Ducange (N° 119.) pours forth a torrent of learning on the 
Xjonfanon Imptrial. This banner of the Virgin is fitewn at Venice 
as a trophy and relic: if it be genuine, the pious doge muft 
liave cheated the monks of Citeaux. 

Q, 2 mined 
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C Ljf P ' m * nc( ^ l ^ e a A* a ^ ants > a *td expeded by the be- 

v _ t — . fieged ; and the emperor had placed his fcarlet 
pavillions on a neighbouring height, to direct 
and animate the efforts of his troops. A fearlefs 
fpe&ator, whofe mind could entertain the ideas of 
pomp and pleafure, might have admired the long 
array of two embattled armies, which extended 
above half a league, the one on the fhips and 
gallies, the other on the walls and towers raifed 
above the ordinary level by feveral ftages of' 
wooden turrets. Their firft fury was fpent in the 
difcharge of darts, (tones, and fire, from the 
engines ; but the water was deep ; the French 
were bold ; the Venetians were fkilfiil ; they ap- 
proached the walls ; and a defperate conflict of 
fwords, fpears, and battle-axes, was fought on 
the trembling bridges that grappled the floating, 
to the liable, batteries. In more than an hun- 
dred places, the afiault was urged, and the de- 
fence was fuftained ; till the fuperiority of ground 
and numbers finally prevailed, and the Latin 
trumpets founded a retreat. On the enfuing 
days, the attack was renewed with equal vigour 
and a fimilar event ; and, in the night, the doge 
and the barons held a council, apprehenfive only 
for the public danger : not a voice pronounced 
the words of efcape or treaty ; and each warrior, 
according to his temper, embraced the hope of 
victory or the aflurance of a glorious death 8 °. 

By 

Yillehardouin (N® 126.) confefles, that mult ere grant pe- 
nt; and Guutlieius {Hift. C. P. c. 13.) affirms, that nulla fpes 
*ictorise arrideve poterat. Yet the knight defpifes thofe who 
. though; 
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By the experience of the former fiege, the Greeks C H A p. 
were inftru&ed, but the Latins were animated ; .> LX ~ 
and the knowledge, that Conftantinople might be 
taken, was of more avail than the local precau- 
tions which that knowledge had infpired for its 
defence. In the third affault, two fhips were 
linked together to double their ftrength ; a ftrong 
north wind drove them on the Ihore ; the bilhops. 
of Troyes and Soifions led the van ; and the au- 
fpicious names of the pilgrim and the paradife 
refounded along the line **. The epifcopal ban- 
ners were difplayed on the walls ; an hundred 
marks of filver had been promifed to the firfl 
adventurers ; and if their reward was intercepted 
by death, their names have been immortalifed by 
fame. Four towers were fcaled ; three gates 
were burft open ; and the French knights, who 
might tremble on the waves, felt themfelves in- 
vincible on horfeback on the folid ground. Shall 
I relate that the thoufands who guarded the em- 
peror’s perfon fled on the approach and before 
the lance of a fingie warrior ? Their ignomi- 
' nious flight is attefled by their countryman Ni- 
cetas ; an army of phantoms marched with the 
French hero, and he was magnified to a giant in 
the eyes of the Greeks *\ While the fugitives 
. ■ ’ deferted 

thought of flight, and the monk praifea his countrymen who 
were refolvcd on death. 

81 Baldwin, and all the writers, honour the names of thefe 
two gallies, felici aufpicio. 

8 * With an allulion to Homer, Nicetas calls him im* y>i/isr, 
nine orgy*, or eighteen yards high, a ftature which would in- 
deed have escufed the terror of the Greek. Ou this occafion, 

; the 
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deferted their pofts and cad: away their arms, the 
Latins entered the city under the banners of their 
leaders : the ftreets and gates opened for their 
pafl'age ; and either defign or accident kindled a 
third conflagration, which confumed in a few 
hours the meafure of .three of the largeft cities of 
France ,3 . In the clofe of evening, the barons 
checked their troops and fortified their ftations ; 
they were awed by the extent and populoufnefs 
of the capital, which might yet require the labour 
of a month, if the churches and palaces were con- 
fcious of their internal ftrength. But in the 
morning, a fuppliant proceflion, with croffes and 
images, announced the fubmifiion of the Greeks, 
and deprecated the wrath of the conquerors : the 
ufurper efcaped through the golden gate ; the pa- 
laces of Blachernas and Boucoleon were occupied 
by the count of Flanders and the marquis of 
Montferrat ; and the empire which ftill bore the 
name of Conftantine, and the title of Roman, 
was fubverted by the arms of the Latin pil- 
grims 8f . 

Con- 

the hiftorian feem* fonder of the marvellous, than of his coun- 
try, or perhaps of truth. Baldwin exclaims in the words of the 
pfalimft, perfequitur Hnus ex nobis centum alienos. 

s 5 Villehardotiin (N° 130.) is again ignorant of the authors of 
this more legitimate fire, which is aferibed by Gunther to a qui- 
dam comes Teutonicus, {c. 14.). They feem afhamed, the incen- 
diaries ! >f » 

*+ For the f rond fiege and conquclt of Conftantinople, fee 
Villehardouin (N D 113— 13a.), Baldwin’s iid Epiftie to Innocent 
ill. (Gella, c. 9a. p. 534 — 537.), with the whole reign of Mour- 
zoufle, in Nicetas (p. 363— 373.) i and borrow fome hint6 from 
Dandolo (Chron. Venet. p. 3*3—330.) and Gunther (HilflC. P, 
c. 14—18.), who add tlie decorations of prophecy and vifion. 

-- The 
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Conftantinople had been taken by ftorm ; and . c H A?, 
no reftraints, except thofe of religion and hu- . f 
manity, were impofed on the conquerors by the Pillage of 
laws of war. Boniface marquis of Montfyrrat ftill tinopie. 
acted as their general ; and the Greeks, who 
revered his name as that of their future fovereign, 
were heard to exclaim in a lamentable tone, 

“ Holy marquis-king, have mercy upon us!” 

His prudence or companion opened the gates of 
the city to the fugitives; and he exhorted the 
foldiers of the crofs to fpare the lives of their 
fellow-Chriftians. The ftreams of blood that 
flow down the pages of Nicetas, may be reduced 
to the flaughter of two thoufand of his unrefifting 
countrymen 15 ; and the greater part was maf- 
facred, not by the ftrangers, but by the Latins, 
who had been driven from the city, and who ex- 
ercifed the revenge of a triumphant fa&ion. Yet 
of thefe exiles, fome were lefs mindful of injuries 
than of benefits ; and Nicetas himfelf was in- 
debted for his fafety to the generofity of a Vene- 
tian merchant. Pope Innocent the third accufes 
the pilgrims of refpe Cling, in their luit, neither 
age nor fex, nor religious profeflion ; and bitterly 
laments that the deeds of darknefs, fornication, 
adultery, and inceft, were perpetrated in open 
day ; and that noble matrons and holy nuns 

The former produces an oracle of the Erythrxan fybil, of a great 
armament on the Adriatic, under a blind chief; againft By'/.in* 
tram, &c. Curious enough, were the prediction anterior to the 
fad. ’ . ... 

®s Cedderunt tamen ea die rivium quafi duo millia, & c. (Gun- 
ther, c. 18.) Arithmetic is an excellent touchftone to try the 
amplifications of paflion and rhetoric. 


< 1.4 
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CHAP, were polluted by the grooms and peafants of the 
Catholic camp 86 . It is indeed probable that the 
licence of viftory prompted and covered a mul- 
titude of fins : but it is certain, that the capital 
of the Eafl contained a ftock of venal or willing 
beauty, fufficient to fatiate the defires of twenty 
thoufand pilgrims ; and female prifoners were no 
longer fubject to the right or abufe of domeftic 
fiavery. The marquis of Montferrat was the 
patron of difcipline and decency; the count of 
Flanders was the mirror of chaftity : they had 
forbidden, under pain of death, the rape of mar- 
ried women, or virgins, or nuns ; and the pro- 
<i'rrCi clamation was fometimes invoked by the van- 

- t • 

• quifhed 87 and refpected by the viftors. Their 
cruelty and lull were moderated by the authority 
of the chiefs, and feelings of the foldiers ; for 
we are no longer defcribing an irruption of the 
northern favages ; and however ferocious they 
might Hill appear, time, policy, and religion, 
had civilized the manners of the French, and 
flill more of the Italians. But a free fcope was 
allowed to their avarice, which was glutted, even 
in the holy week, by the pillage of Conftanti- 
nople. The right of victory, unlhackled by any 

* 6 Quidam (fays Innocent III. Gefta, c. 94. p. 538.) nec re- 
ligion], nec astati, nec fexui pepercerunt : fed fornicationes, 
adulteria, et inceftus in occulis omnium exercentes, non folum 
maritatatas etviduas, fedet matronas et virgines Deoque dicatas, 
expofuerunt fpurcitiis garcionum. Villehardouin takes no notice 
of thefe common incidents. 

' *7 Nicetas faved, and afterwards married, a noble virgin (p. 
580.), whom a foldier uri fzafnvi w«xxoif mb, had 

almoft violated in fpite of the ivroxai, m-iX/wura t u ytymrm. 

promife 


Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. * 


*33 


promife or treaty, had confifcated the public and c H Afo 
private wealth of the Greeks ; and every hand, 1 f 
according to its fize and ftrength, might lawfully 
execute the fentence and feize the forfeiture. A 
portable and univerfal ftandard of exchange was 
found in the coined and uncoined metals of gold 
and filver, which each captor at home or abroad 
might convert into the poffeflions molt fuitable to 
his temper and fituation. Of the treafures, which 
trade and luxury had accumulated, the filks, 
velvets, furs, the gems, fpices, and rich move- 
ables, were the molt precious, as they could not- 
be procured for money in the ruder countries of 
• Europe. An order of rapine was inftituted ; nor Dmtiou 
was the fhare of each individual abandoned to 
induftry or chance. Under the tremendous pe- ' 
nalties of perjury, excommunication and death, 
the Latins were bound to deliver their plunder 
into the common flock : three churches were 


fele&ed for the depofit and diftribution of 
the fpoil : a fingle fhare was allotted to a foot 
foldier ; two for a ferjeant on horfeback ; four to 
a knight ; and larger proportions according to 
the rank and merit of the barons and princes. 
For violating this facred engagement, a knight 
belonging to the count of St. Paul u r as hanged 
with his fhield and coat of arms round his neck : 


his example might render fnnilar offenders more 
artful and difcreet ; but avarice was more power- 
ful than fear ; and it is generally believed, that 
the fecret far exceeded the acknowledged plunder. 
Yet the magnitude of the prize furpaffed the 

largefl; 
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CHAP* largeft fcale of experience or expe&ation **. 

After the whole had been equally divided between 
the French and Venetians, fifty thoufand marks 
Were deduced to fatisfy the debts of the former 
and the demands of the latter. The refidue of 
the French amounted to four hundred thoufand 
marks of filver *% about eight hundred thoufand 
pounds fterling j nor can I better appreciate the 
value of that fum in the public and private tranf- 
afitions of the age, than by defining it as feven 
times the annual revenue of the kingdom of Eng- 
land ®\ 

Mi (cry In this great revolution we enjoy the fingular 

Gtccks. felicity of comparing the narratives of Villehar- 
douin and Nicetas, the oppofite feelings of the 
marfhal of Champagne and the Byzantine fena- 
lor 9 *. At the firft view it lhould feem that the 


ss Of the general mafs of wealth, Gunther obferves, ut de 
pauperibus et advenis cives ditiflimi redderentur (Hid. C. P. c. 
j 8.); Vitlehardouin (N° 13a.), that fince the creation, ne fa 
tant gaaignie dans une ville ; Baldwin (Gcfia, c. 9a.), ut tantum 
lota non videatur poflidere Latinitas. 

*9 Villehardouin, N° 133 — 135. Inftead of 400,000, there is a 
various reading of 500,000. The Venetians had offered to take 
the whole booty, and to give 400 marks to each knight, aoo to 
each prieft and horfeman, and 100 tp each foot-foldier : they 
would have been great lofers (Le Beau, Hift. du Bas-Empire, 
tom. xx. p. 506. I know not from whence.) 

9 ° At the council of Lyons (A. D. 1245), the EngKfh ambafla- 
dors dated the revenue of the crown as below that of the foreign 
clergy, which amounted to 60,000 marks a year (Matthew Paris, 
p. 45*. Hume’s Hiftoryof England, vol. ii. p. 170.). 

9 1 The diforders of the fack of Condantinople, and his own 
adventures, are feelingly deferibed by Nicetas, p. 367— 369. and 
In the Status Urb. C. P. p. 375—384. His complaints even of 
fecrilege arejudifiedby Innocent III. (Geda, c. 92.); but Ville— 
hardouin does not betray a fymptom of pity or remorfe. 

wealth 
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wealth of Conftantinople was only transferred 
from one nation to another; and that the lof6 
and forrow of the Greeks is exactly balanced by 
the joy and advantage of the Latins. But in the 
miferable account of war, the gain is never equi- 
valent to the lofs, the pleafure to the pain : the 
fmiles of the Latins were tranfient and fallacious ; 
the Greeks for ever wept over the ruins of their 
country ; and their real calamities were aggra- 
vated by facrilege and mockery. What benefits 
accrued to the conquerors from the three fires 
which annihilated fo vail a portion of the build- 
ings and riches of the city ? What a ftock of 
fuch things, as could neither be ufed nor tranf- 
ported, was malicioufly or wafitonly deftroyed? 
How much treafure was idly wafted in gaming'; 
debauchery, and riot ? And what precious ob- 
jects were bartered for a vile price by the impa- 
tience or ignorance of the foldiers, whofe reward 
was ftolen by the bafe induftry of the laft of the 
Greeks ? Thefe alone, who had nothing to lofe, 
might derive fome profit from the revolution ; 
but the mifery of the upper ranks of fociety is 
ftrongly painted in the perfonal adventures of 
Nicetas himfelf. His ftately palace had been re- 
duced to afhes in the fecond conflagration ; and 
the fenator, with his family and friends, found 
an obfcure fhelter in another houfe which he pof* 
fefled near the church of St. Sophia. It was the 
door of this mean habitation that his friend the 
Venetian merchant guarded in the dilguife of a 
foidier, till Nicetas could fave, by a precipitate 
flight, the relics of his fortune and the chaftity of 

7 ^ 
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•C H AP. his daughter. In a cold wintry feafon, thefe fti- 
L X - gitives, nurfed in the lap of profperity, departed 
on foot j his wife was with child ; the defertion 
of their flaves compelled them to carry their bag- 
gage on their own Ihoulders ; and their women, j 
whom they placed in the centre, were exhorted 
to conceal their beauty with dirt, inftead of 
adorning it with paint and jewels. Every ftep 
was expofed to infult and danger : the threats of 
the Grangers were lefs painful than the taunts of 
the plebeians, with whom they were now levelled ; 
nor did the exiles breathe in fafety till their 
mournful pilgrimage was concluded at Selymbria, 
above forty miles front the capital. On their 
way they overtook the patriarch, without attend- 
ance and almoft without apparel, riding on an 
afs, and reduced to a ftate of apoftolical poverty, 
which, had it been voluntary, might perhaps 
have been meritorious. In the mean while, his 
defolate churches were profaned by the licen- 
Sacriiege tioufnefs and party zeal of the Latins. After 
mockery ffrxpping the gems and pearls, they converted 
the chalices into drinking-cups ; their tables, on 
which they gamed and feafted, were covered 
with the pictures of Chrift and the faints ; and 
they trampled under foot the molt venerable ob- 
jects of the Chriftian worfhip. In the cathedral 
of St. Sophia, the ample veil of the fanctuary ' 
was rent afunder for the fake of the golden 
. fringe j and the altar, a monument of art and 
riches, was broken in pieces and fhared among 
the captors. Their mules and horfes were laden 
with the wrought filver and gilt carvings, which 

they 
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they tore down from the doors and pulpit ; and chap- 
if the hearts (tumbled under the burthen, they , L *‘ ^ 
were (tabbed by their impatient drivers, and the 
holy pavement ftreamed with their impure blood. 

A proftitute was feated on the throne of the pa- 
triarch; and that daughter of Belial, as (he is 
(lyled, fung and danced in the church, to ridi- 
cule the hymns and proceffions of the Orientals. 

Nor were the repertories of the royal dead fecure 
from violation: in the church of the apoftles, 
the tombs of the emperors were rifled ; and it is 
(aid, that after fix centuries the corpfe of Jufti- 
nian was found without any figns of decay or 
putrefa&ion. In the ftreets, the French and 
Flemings clothed themfelves and their horfes in 
painted robes and flowing head-dreffes of linen ; 

.and the coarfe intemperance of their feafts 91 in- 
fulted the fplendid fobriety of the Eaft. To ex - 
pofe the arms of a people of fcribes and fcholars, 
they affected to difplay a pen, an ink-horn, and a 
(heet of paper, without difcerning that the inftru- 
ments of fcience and valour were alike feeble and » 
ufelefs in the hands of the modern Greeks. 

Their reputation and their language encouraged Deftruc- 
them, however, to defpife the ignorance, and to 
overlook the progrefs, of the Latins 9J . In the 


9* If I rightly apprehend the Greek of Nicetas’s receipts, their 
favourite difhes were boiled buttocks of beef, fait pork and 
peafe, and foup made of garlic andfharp or four herbs (p. 38s.). 

9t Nicetas ufes very harfh exprelTions, wap aypa/u, umic b »p0.pci{, 
kii T«>tw avaifaBr.Tut (Fragment, apud Fabric. Bibliot. Gtxc. tom. 
vi. p. 414.). This reproach, it is true, applies moft ltronglyto 
their ignorance of Greek and of Homer. In their own language, 
the Latins of the xii'h and xiri' 6 centuries were not deilitute of 
literature. See Harris’s Philological Inquiries, p. iii. c. 9, 10, it, 
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CHAP, love of the arts, the national difference was ftHI 
. L ^ x ~ , more obvious and real ; the Greeks preferved with 
reverence the works of their anceftors, which 
they could not imitate; and, in the deftrucfcion 
of the ftatues of Conftantinople, we are provoked 
to join in the complaints and inve&ives of the 
Byzantine hiftorian 94 . We have feen how the 
riling city was adorned by the vanity and def- 
potifm of the Imperial founder : in the ruins of 
paganifm, fome gods and heroes were faved from 
the axe of fuperftition ; and the forum and hippo- 
drome were dignified with the relics of a better 
age. Several of thefe are defcribed by Nicetas ", 
in a florid and affeCted ftyle ; and, from his de~ 
fcriptions, I Ihall feleCt fome interefting particu- 
lars. r. The victorious charioteers were call in 
bronze, at their own, or the public, charge, 
and fitly placed in the hippodrome : they flood 
aloft in their chariots, wheeling round the goal ;i 
the fpeCtators could admire their attitude, and 
judge of the refemblance ; and of thefe figures, 
the moft perfeCt might have been tranfported 
from the Olympic ftadium. 2. The fphynx:, 

* 

s+ Nicetas was of Chonae in Phrygia (the old Coloflae of St. 
Paul) : he raifed himfelf to the honours of fenator, judge of the 
veil, and great logothete ; beheld the fall of the empire, retired 
to Nice, and compofed an elaborate hiftory from the death of 
Alexius Comnenus to the reign of Henry. 

91 A manufeript of Nicetas in the Bodleian library, contains 
this curious fragment on the flatues of Conftantinople, which 
fraud, or fliame, or rather careleflhefs, has dropt in the common 
editions. It is publifhed by Fabricius (Bibliot. Grace, tom. vi. p. 
405 — 416.), and immoderately praifed by the late ingenious Mr. 
Harris of Saliibury (Philological Inquiries, p. iii; c. 5. p. 301-w 
31*.)- 

rives- 
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river-horfe, and crocodile, denote the climate ch ap. 

. LX- 

and manufacture of Egypt, and the fpoils of that . ' _ r 

ancient province. 3. The (he-wolf fuckling Ro- 
mulus and Remus ; a fubject alike pleafing to 
the old and the new Romans ; but which could 
rarely be treated before the decline of the Greek 
fculpture. 4. An eagle holding and tearing a 
ferpent in his talons ; a domeftic monument of 
the Byzantines, which they afcribed, not to a 
human artift, but to the magic power of the 
philofopher Apollonius, who, by this talifman, 
delivered the city from fuch venomous reptiles. 

5. An afs and his driver; which were ereCted 
by Augultus in his colony of Nicopolis, to 
commemorate a verbal omen of the victory 
of ACtium. 6. An equeftrian ftatue ; which 
paffed, in the vulgar opinion, for Jofhua, the 
Jewifh conqueror, ftretching out his hand to ftop 
the courfe of the defcending fun. A more claf- 
fical tradition recognifed the figures of Bellero- 
phon and Pegafus ; and the free attitude of the 
fteed feemed to mark that he trod on air, rather 
than on the earth. 7. A fquare and lofty obe- 
lilk of brafs ; the Tides were embofled with a 
variety of picturefque and rural fcenes : birds 
fmging ; ruftics labouring, or playing on their 
pipes ; (heap bleating ; lambs flapping ; the fea, 
and a fcene of filh and fiftiing ; little naked cu- 
pids laughing, playing, and pelting each other 
with apples; and, on the fummit, a female 
figure turning with the flighted breath, and thence 
denominated the winds attendant . 8. The Phry- 

gian fhepherd prefenting to Venus the prize of 

beauty. 
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CHAP. 

LX. 

' , » 


v 1 ' ,r» 

beauty, the apple of difcord. g. The incomparable 
ftatue of Helen ; which is delineated by Nicetas in 
the words of admiration and love : her well-turned ^ 
feet, fnowy arms, rofy lips, bewitching fmiles, 
fwimming eyes, arched eye-brows, the harmony 
of her fliape, the lightnefs of her drapery, and 
her flowing locks that waved in the wind: ,a 
beauty that might have moved her Barbarian de- 
ftroyers to pity and remorfe. i o. The manly or * . 
divine form of Hercules 9S , as he was reftored to , 
life by the mafter-hand of Lyfippus ; of fuch mag- 
nitude, that his thumb was equal to the waift, 
his leg to the ftature, of a common man 97 ; his 
cheft ample, his Ihoulders broad, his limbs ftrong 
and mufcular, his hair curled, his afpeft com- 
manding. Without his bow, or quiver, or club, 
his lion's Ikin carelefsly thrown over him, he was 
feated on an ofier bafket, his right leg and arm 
ftretched to the utmoft, his left knee bent, and 
Supporting his elbow, his head reclining on his 
left hand, his countenance indignant and penfive. 
n. A coloflal ftatue of Juno, which had once 
adorned her temple of Samos ; the enormous 
head by four yoke of oxen was laborioufly drawn 
to the palace. 12. Another coloflus, of Pallas 
or Minerva, thirty feet in height, and reprefent- 
ing with admirable fpirit the attributes and cha- 

• i . I * 

v* To i Hu ft rate the ftatue of Hercules, Mr. Harris quotes s 
Greek epigram, and engraves a beautiful gem, which does not 
however copy the attitude of the ftatue : in the latter, Hercules 
had not his club, and his right leg and arm were extended. 

97 I trnnfcrihe thefe proportions, which appear to me incon* 
fiftent with each other j and may polfibly ftiew, that the boafted 
tafte of Nicetas was no more than affectation and vanity. 

• - racier 
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rafter of the martial maid. Before we accufe the CHAP. 
Latins, it is juft to remark, that this Pallas was LX ‘ 
deftroyed after the firft fiege, by the fear and fu- 
perftition of the Greeks themfelves sS . The other 
ftatues of brafs which I have enumerated, were 
broken and melted by the unfeeling avarice of 
the crufaders : the coft and labour were con- 
fumed in a moment ; the foul of genius evapo- 
rated in fmoke ; and the remnant of bafe metal 
was coined into money for the payment of the 
troops. Bronze is not the moft durable of mo- 
numents : from the marble forms of Phidias and 
Praxiteles, the Latins might turn afide with ftupid 
contempt 99 ; but unlefs they were crufhed by 
fome accidental injury, thofe ufelefs ftones flood 
fecure on their pedeftals ,0 °. The moft enlight- 
ened of the ftrangers, above the grofs and fenfual 
purfuits of their countrymen, more pioufly ex- 
ercifed the right of conqueft in the fearch and 
feizure of the relics of the faints ,0 ‘. Immenfe 
was the fupply of heads and bones, erodes and 


v 9 * Nicetas in Ifaaco Angelo et Alexio, c. 3. p. 359. The Latin 
editor very properly obferves, that the hiftorian, in his bombaft 
ftyle, produces ex pulice elephantem. 

99 In two pafiages of Nicetas (edit. Paris, p. 360. Fabric, p. 
408.), the Latins are branded with the lively reproach of & m 
*ax» att?“<roi B*fBa fa, and their avarice of brafs is clearly exprefied. 
Yet the Venetians had the merit of removing four bronze horfes 
from Conftantinople to the place of St. Mark (Sanuto, Vitc del 
Dogi.in Muratori, Script. Rerum Italicarum, tom. xxii. p. 534.). 

100 Winckelman, Hift. de l’Art, tom. iii. p. 469, 270.' 

See the pious robbery of the abbot Martin, who transferred 
a rich cargo to his monaftery of Paris, diocefe of Bafil (Gunther, 
Hift. C. P. c. 19. 23, 24.). Yet in fecreting this booty, the faint 
incurred an excommunication, and perhaps broke his oath. 

Vol. XI. R 7 images. 
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CHAP, images, that were fcattered by this revolution 
LX " over the churches of Europe ; and luch was the 
encreafe of pilgrimage and oblation, that no 
branch, perhaps, of more lucrative plunder was 
imported from the Eafl ,0 \ Of the writings of 
antiquity, many that ftill exifled in the twelfth 
century are now loft. But the pilgrims were not 
folicitous to fave or tranfport the volumes of an 
unknown tongue : the perifhable fubftance of 
paper or parchment can only be preferved by the 
multiplicity of copies ; the literature of the Greeks 
had almoft centered in the metropolis ; and, 
without computing the extent of our lofs, wc 
may drop a tear over the libraries that have pe- 
rifhed in the triple fire of Conftantinople ,0J . 


*°* Fleury, Hift. Ecclef. tom. xvi. p. 139 — 14 5. 

«°i I fhall conclude this chapter with the notice of a modern 
hiftory, which illuftrates the taking of Conftantinople by the 
Latins ; but which has fallen fomewhat late into my hands. 
Paolo Ramufio, the fon of the compiler of voyages, was directed 
by the fenate of Venice to write the hiftory of the eonqueft ; 
and this order, which he received in his youth, he executed in 
a mature age, by an elegant Lgtin work, de Bello Conftantino- 
politano et Imperatoribus Comnenis per Gallos et Venetos refti- 
tutU (Venet. 1633, in folio). Ramufio, or Rhamnufus, tran- 
scribes and tranflates fequitur ad unguem, a MS. of Villehar- 
douin, which he poflefled; but he enriches his narrative with 
Greek and Latin materials, knd we are indebted to him for a 
corredt ftate of the fleet, the names of the fifty Venetian noble* 
who commanded the gallies of the republic, and the patriot op- 
pofition of Pantaleon Barbus to the choice of the doge for em- 
peror. 
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CHAP. LXI. 

Partition of the Empire by the French and Vene- 
tians . — Five Latin Emperors of the Hoitfes of 
Flanders and Courtenay . — Their Wars again/} the 
Bulgarians and Greeks. — Weaknefs and Poverty 
of the Latin Empir .-—Recovery of Conjlantinople 
by the Greeks. — General Confequences of the Ct u- 
fades. 

A FTER the death of the lawful princes, the CHAP. 

French and Venetians, confident of juftice p 

and victory, agreed to divide and regulate their Elation 
future poflefiions '. It was ftipulated by treaty, per or / 
that twelve electors, fix of either nation, lhould 
be nominated ; that a majority lhould chufe the 1104, 

emperor of the Eaft ; and that, if the votes were 9 
equal, the decifion of chance lhould afeertain the 
fuccefsful candidate. To him, with all the titles 
and prerogatives of the Byzantine throne, they 
alfigncd the two palaces of Boucoleon and Bla- 
chernm, with a fourth part of the Greek mo- 
narchy. It was defined that the three remaining 
portions lhould be equally lhared between the 
republic of Venice and the barons of France ; 
that each feudatory, with an honourable excep- 
tion for the doge, lhould acknowledge and per- 

1 See the original treaty of partition, in the Venetian Chro- 
nicle of Andrew Dandolo, p. 346 — 330. and the fubfequent 
election in Villehardouin, N® 136—140. with Ducange in his 
Obfervations, and the i st book of his liiftoire de Conltanlinople 
fous i Empire des Francois. 
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chap, form the duties of homage and military fervice 

. LXJl , to the fupreme head of the empire : that the 
nation which gave an emperor, fhould refign to 
their brethren the choice of a patriarch ; and that 
the pilgrims, whatever might be their impatience 
to vifit the Holy Land, fhould devote another 
year to the conqueft and defence of the Greek 
provinces. After the conqueft of Conftantinoplc 
by the Latins, the treaty was confirmed and exe- 
cuted ; and the firft and moft important ftep was 
the creation of an emperor. The fix electors of 
the French nation were all ecclefiaflics, the abbot 
of Loces, the archbifhop ele£t of Acre in Pale- 
ftine, and the bifhops of Troyes, Soiffons, Hal- 
berftadt, and Bethlehem, the laft of whom exer- 
cifed in the camp the office of pope’s legate : their 
profeffion and knowledge were refpe&able ; and 
as they could not be the objefts, they were beft 
qualified to be the authors, of the choice. The 
fix Venetians were the principal fervants of the 
ftate, and in this lift the noble families of Querini 
and Contarini are ftill proud to difcover their 
anceftors. The twelve affembled in the chapel 
of the palace; and after the folemn invocation 
of the Holy Ghoft, they proceeded to deliberate 
and vote. A juft impulfe of refpect and gratitude 
prompted them to crown the virtues of the doge ; 
his wifdom had infpired their enterprife ; and the 
moft youthful knights might envy and applaud 
the exploits of blindnefs and age. But the patriot 
Dandolo was devoid of all perfonal ambition, and 
fully finished that he had been judged worthy to 
’ reign. His nomination was over-ruled by the 

Venetians 
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Venetians themfelves : his countrymen, and per- 
haps his friends *, reprefented, with the eloquence 
of truth, the mifehiefs that might arife to na- 
tional freedom and the common caufe, from the 
union of two incompatible characters, of the fir ft 
magiftrate of a republic and the emperor of the 
Ealt. The exclufion of the doge left room for 
the more equal merits of Boniface and Baldwin ; 
and at their names all meaner candidates refpect- 
fully withdrew. The marquis of Montferrat was 
recommended by his mature age and fair repu- 
tation, by the choice of the adventurers and the 
wifhes of the Greeks ; nor can I believe that 
Venice, the miftrefs of the fea, could be ferioufly 
apprehenfive of a petty lord at the foot of the 
Alps 3 . But the count of Flanders was the chief 
of a wealthy and warlike people ; he was valiant, 
pious, and chafle ; in the prime of life, fince he 
was only thirty-two years of age ; a defeendant 
of Charlemagne, a coufin of the king of France, 
and a compeer of the prelates and barons who 
had yielded with relu&ance to the command of 
a foreigner. Without the chapel, thefe barons, 
vyith the doge and marquis at their head, ex- 
pected the decifion of the twelve ele&ors. It ■yvas 


CHAP. 
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a After mentioning the nomination of the doge by a French 
eleftor, his kinfman Andrew Dandolo approves his exclufion, 
‘ quidam Venetorum fidelis et nobilis fenex, ufus oratione fatia 
probabili, &c. which has been embroidered by modern writers 
from Blondus to Le Beau. ' • 

- 3 Nicetas (p. 384.), with the vain ignorance of a Greek, de- 

fcribe8 the marquis of Montferrat as a maritime power. Aa/AVf- 
tutt h wafaxut. Was he deceived by the Byzantine theme 

•f Lombardy, which extended along the coaft of Calabria ) 

R 3 ; announced 
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chap, announced by the bifhop of Soiflons, in the name 
l. -j of his colleagues : “Ye have fworn to obey the 
“ prince whom we fhould chufe ; by our unani- 
« mous fuffrage, Baldwin count of Flanders and 
“ Hainault is now your fovereign, and the em- 
“ peror of the Eaft.” He was faluted with loud 
applaufe, and the proclamation was re-echoed 
through the city by the joy of the Latins and the 
trembling adulation of the Greeks. Boniface 
was the firit to kifs the hand of his rival, and to 
raife him on the buckler ; and Baldwin was trans- 
ported to the cathedral, and Solemnly inverted 
with the purple bufkins. At the end of three 
weeks he was crowned by the legate, in the va- 
cancy of a patriarch ; but the Venetian clergy 
foon filled the chapter of St. Sophia, feated Tho- 
mas Morofini on the ecclefiaftical throne, and 
employed every art to perpetuate in their own 
nation the honours and benefices of the Greek 
church + . Without delay, the fucceffor of Con- 
ftantine inftrudted Paleftine, France, and Rome, 
of this memorable revolution. To Paleftine he 
Sent, as a trophy, the gates of Conftantinople, 
and the chain of the harbour 5 j and adopted, 
from the Affife of Jerufalem, the laws or cuftoms 
bell adapted to a French colony and conqueft in 
the Eaft. In his epiftles, the natives of France 

* They exacted an oath from Thomas Morofini to appoint noi 
canons of St. Sophia, the lawful electors, except Venetians whc* 
had lived ten years at Venice, &c. But the foreign clergy was 
envious, the pope difapprovcd this national monopoly, and of 
the fix Latin patriarchs of Conftantinople, only the firlt anti 
the laft were Venetians, 

J Nicetas, p, 383. 

are 
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are encouraged to fwell that colony, and to fecure chap. 
that conqueft, to people a magnificent city and a , , 

fertile land, which will reward the labours both 
of the prieft and the foldier. He congratulates 
the Roman pontiff on the refloration of his au- 
thority in the Eaft ; invites him to extinguifh the 
Greek fchifm by his prefence in a general council ; 
and implores his blefling and forgivenefs for the 
difobedient pilgrims. Prudence and dignity are 
blended in the anfwer of Innocent 6 . In the fub- 
verfion of the Byzantine empire, he arraigns the 
vices of man, and adores the providence of God : 
the conquerors will be abfolved or condemned 
by their future conduct; the validity of their 
treaty depends on the judgment of St. Peter; 
but he inculcates their moft facred duty of efta- 
blifhing a juft fubordination of obedience and 
tribute, from the Greeks to the Latins, from the 
magiftrate to the clergy, and from the clergy to 
the pope. 

In the divifion of the Greek provinces % the Divifion 
fhare of the Venetians was more ample than that Q r ^ 
of the Latin emperor. No more than one fourth empire, 
was appropriated to his domain ; a clear moiety 

6 The EpilUes of Innocent III. are a rich fund for the eccle- • 
fiaftical and civil inftitution of the Latin empire of Conftan- 
tinople ; and the moft important of thefe epiftlea (of which the 
collection in » vols. in folio, is publifhed by Stephen Baluze) 
are inferted in his Gefta, in Muratori, Script. Rerum Italica- 
rum, tom. iii. p. i. c. 94— ioj. 

7 In the treaty of partition, moft of the names are corrupted 
by the feribes : they might be reftored, and a good map fuited 
to the laft age of the Byzantine empire, would be art improve- 
ment of geography. But, alas ! d’Anville is no more 1 
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chap, of the remainder was referved for Venice ; and 
L ' ‘ the other moiety was diflributed among the ad- 
venturers of France and Lombardy. The vene- 
rable Dandolo was proclaimed defpot of Roma- 
nia, and invefted after the Greek falhion with 
the purple bufkins. He ended at Conftantinople 
his long and glorious life ; and if the prerogative 
was perfonal, the title was ufed by his fucceffors 
till the middle of the fourteenth century, with 
the Angular though true addition of lords of one 
fourth and a half of the Roman empire \ The 
doge, a Have of (late, was feldom permitted to 
depart from the helm of the republic ; but his 
place was fupplied by the bail or regent, who 
exercifed a fupreme jurifdiction over the colony 
of Venetians : they poffefled three of the eight 
quarters of the city ; and his independent tribu- 
nal was compofed of fix judges, four couafellors, 
two chamberlains, two fifeal advocates, and a 
conftable. Their long experience of the Eaftera 
trade enabled them to felett their portion with 
difeernment : they had raflily accepted the do- 
minion and defence of Adrianople ; but it was 
• the more reafonable aim of their policy to form 
a chain of fa&ories, and cities, and iflands, 
along the maritime coaft, from the neighbour- 
hood of Ragufa to the Hellefpont and the Bof- 
phorus. The labour and coft of fuch extenlive 
conquefts exhaufted their treafury: they aban- 

* Their ftyle was dominns quarts partis et dimidiae imperii 
Romani, till Giovanni Dolfino, who was elected doge in the year 
*356 (Sanuto, p. J30. 641.). For the government of Conftan- 
tinople, fee Ducange, Hiftoirede C. P. i. 37. 

doned 
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ddned their maxims of government, adopted a < 
feudal fyftem, and contented themfelves with the 
homage of their nobles s , for the poffeffions which 
thefe private vaffals undertook to reduce and 
maintain. And thus it was, that the family of 
Sanut acquired the dutchy of Naxos, which in- 
volved the great eft part of the Archipelago. For 
the price of ten thoufand marks, the republic 
purchafed of the marquis of Montferrat the fer- 
tile ifland of Crete or Candia with the ruins of an. 
hundred cities lo ; but its improvement was ftinted 
by the proud and narrow fpirit of an arifto- 
cracy “ ; and the wifeft fenators would confefs 
that the fea, not the land, was the treafury of 
St. Mark. In the moiety of the adventurers, 
the marquis Boniface might claim the moft liberal 
reward ; and, befides the ifle of Crete, his ex- 
clufion from the throne was compenfated by the 
royal title and the provinces beyond the Hellef- 
pont. But he prudently exchanged that diftant 
and difficult conqueft for the kingdom of Theffa- 
lonica or Macedonia, twelve days journey from 

9 Ducange (Hift. de C. P. ii. 6.) has marked the conqueft* 
made by the ftate or nobles of Venice of the iflands of Candia, 
Corfu, Cephalonia, Zante, Naxos, Paros, Melos, Andros, 
Mycone, Scyro, Cea, and Lemnos. 

10 Boniface fold the ifle of Candia, Auguft n, A. D. U04. 
See the a<ft in Sanuto, p. 533. : but I cannot underftand how it 
could be his mother’s portion, or how flie could be the daughter 
of an emperor Alexius. 

11 In the year nia, the doge Peter Zani fent a colony to Can- 
dia, drawn from every quarter of Venice. But in their favage 
manners and frequent rebellions, the Candiots may be compared 
to the Corficans under the yoke of Genoa; and when I compare 
the accounts of Belon and Tournefort, I cannot difcern much 
difference between the Venetian and the Turkilh ifland. 

the 
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C lxi P ' capital, where he might be fupported by the 
v, — _■ neighbouring powers of his brother-in-law the . 
king of Hungary. His progrefs was hailed by the 
voluntary or reluctant acclamations of the natives ; 
and Greece, the proper and ancient Greece, again 
received a Latin conqueror ", who trod with in- • 
difference that claffic ground. He viewed with a 
carelefs eye the beauties of the valley of Tempe ; 
t-raverfed with a cautious ftep the ftreights of Ther- 
mopylae ; occupied the unknown cities of Thebes, 
Athens, and Argos ; and affaulted the fortifica- 
tions of Corinth and Napoli ,J , which refilled 
his arms. The lots of the Latin pilgrims were 
regulated by chance, or choice, or fubfequent 
exchange ; and they abufed, with intemperate joy, 
their triumph over the lives and fortunes of a 
great people. After a minute furvey of the pro- 
vinces, they weighed in the fcales of avarice the 
revenue of each diftrift, the advantage of the 
fituation, and the ample or fcanty fupplies for the 
maintenance of foldiers and horfes. Their pre- 
fumption claimed and divided the long-loft depen- 
dencies of the Roman fceptre: the Nile and 

” 1 

ii Villehardouin (N° 159,160. 17.3— 177) and Nicetas (p. 387 
■ 3 94-) defcribe the expedition into Greece of the marquis Boni- 
face. The Choniate. might derive his information from his bro- 
ther Michael, archbifhop of Athens, whom he paints as ail ora- 
tor, a ftatefman, and a faint. His encomium of Athens, and 
the defeription of Tempe, fhould be publillied from the Bod- 
leian MS. of Nicetas (Fabric. Bibliot. Graec. tom. vi. p. 405.), 
and would have deferved Mr. Harris’s enquiries. 

Napoli di Romania, or Nauplia, the ancient fea-port of 
Argos, is ftill a place of ftrength and confideration, iituate on a 
rocky pemnfula, with a good harbour (Chandler’s Travels into. 
Greece, p. 

Euphrates 
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Euphrates rolled through their imaginary realms ; chap. 
and happy was the warrior who drew for his , ,/ P 
prize the palace of the Turkilh fultan of Ico- 
nium * 4 . I lhail not defcend to the pedigree of 
families and the rent-roll of ellates, but I wifh 
to fpecify that the counts of Blois and St. Pol 
were invefted with the dutchy of Nice and the 
lordfhip of Demotica ,s : the principal fiefs were 
held by the fervice of conftable, chamberlain, 
cup-bearer, butler, and chief cook ; and our 
hiltorian, Jeffrey of Villehardouin, obtained a 
fair eftablilhment on the banks of the Hebrus, 
and united the double office of marlhal of Cham-- 
pagne and Romania. At the head of his knights 
and archers, each baron mounted on horfeback 
to fecure the poffeffion of his fhare, and their • 
firfl efforts were generally fuccefsful. But the 
publick force was weakened by their difperfion ; 
and a thoufand quarrels mult arife under a law, 
and among men, whofe foie umpire was the 
fword. Within three months after the conquefl 
of Conftantinople, the emperor and the king of 
Theffalonica drew their holtile followers into the 
field ; they were reconciled by the authority of 
the doge, the advice of the marlhal, and the firm 
freedom of their peers * 6 . 

Two 

1+ I have foftened the expreflion of Nicetas, who drives to 
expofe the presumption of the Franks. See de Rebus poft C. P. 
qxpugnatam, p. 375—384. 

*J A city furrounded by the river Hebrus, and fix leagues to 
the foutli of Adrianople, received from its double wall the 
Greek name of Didymoteichos, infenlibly corrupted into De- 
jnolica and Dimot. I have preferred the more convenient and 
modern appellation of Demotica. This place was the laft Turk- 
jlh refidencc of Charles XII. 

16 Their quarrel is told by Villehardouin (N° 146 — 158J with 

the 
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Twg> fugitives, who had reigned at Conflanti- 
nople, Hill afferted the title of emperor ; and the 
fubjeds of their fallen throne might be moved to 
pity by the misfortunes of the elder Alexius, or ex- 
cited to revenge by the fpirit of Mourzoufle. A do- 
meftic alliance, a common interell, a fimilar guilt* 
and the merit of extinguifhing his enemies, a 
brother and a nephew, induced the more recent 
ufurper to unite with the former the relics of 
his power. Mourzoufle was received with fmiles 
and honours in the camp of his father Alexius ; 
but the wicked can never love, and fhould rarely 
trull, their fellow criminals : he was feized in the 
bath, deprived of his eyes, {tripped of his troops 
and treafures, and turned out to wander an object 
of horror and contempt to thofe who with more 
propriety could hate, and with more juftice could 
punifti, the aflaflin of the emperor Ifaac, and his 
fon. As the tyrant, purfued by fear or remorfe, 
was Healing over to Afia, he was feized by the 
Latins of Confiantinople, and condemned, after 
an open trial, to an ignominious death. His 
judges debated the mode of his execution, the 
axe, the wheel, or the flake ; and it was refolved 
that Mourzoufle 11 Ihould afcend the Theodofian 
column, a pillar of white marble of one hundred 


the fpirit of freedom. The merit and reputation of the marital 
are acknowledged by the Greek hiftorian (p. 387.), t*iya 
*«■« Aanixi cfaTiufxari : unlike fome modern heroes, whole 

exjfloita are only vilible in their own memoirs, 

*7 See the fate of Mourzoufle, in Nicetas (p. 393.), Villebar- 
douin (N° 141 — 145. 163.), and Guntherus (c. ao, ai.). Neither 
the marlhal nor the monk afford a grain of pity for a tyrant or 
rebel, whofe punilbment, however, wa* more unexampled than 
his crime. 

and 
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and forty-feven feet in height From tfye fum- 
mit he was caff down headlong, and dafhed in 
pieces on the pavement, in the prefence of innu- 
' merable fpe&ators, who filled the forum of Tau- 
rus, and admired the accomplifhment of an old 
predi&ion, which was explained by this Angular 
event ‘ 9 . The fete of Alexius is lefs tragical : he 
was font by the marquis a captive to Italy, and a 
gift to the king of the Romans ; but he had not 
much to applaud his fortune, if the fentence of 
imprifonment and exile were changed from a 
fortrefs in the Alps to a monaftery in Afia. But 
his daughter, before the national calamity, had 
been given in marriage to a young hero who con- 
tinued the fucceflion, and reftored the throne, of 
the Greek princes 10 . The valour of Theodore 
Lafcaris was fignalifed in the two fieges of Con- 
ftantinople. After the flight of Mourzoufle, 
when the Latins were already in the city, he 
offered himfelf as their emperor to the foldiers 
and people: and his ambition, which might be 

18 The column of Arcadius, which reprefents in baflb-relievo 
his v^tories, or thofe of his father Theodofius, is (till extant at 
Conftantinople. It is defcribed and meafured, Gyllius (Topo- 
graph, iv. 7.), Bandtiri(ad 1. i. Antiquit. C P. p. 507, See.), and 
Tournefort (Voyage du Levant, tom. ii. lettre xii. p. *31.). 

*9 T *nonfenfc of Gunther and the modern Greeks concern- 
ing this c Jumna fatidica, is unworthy of notice : but it is fingular 
enough, that fifty years before the Latin conqueit, the poet 
Taetzes (Chiliad, ix. *77.) relates the dream of a matron, who 
law an army in the forum, and a man fitting on tfic column, 
clapping his hands, and uttering a loud exclamation. 

80 The dynamics of Nice, Trebizond, and Epirus (of which 
Nicetas faw the origin withdut much pleafure or hope), arc 
learnedly explored, and clearly reprefented, in the Familise By- 
zgntina: of Ducange. 

virtuous. 
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chap, virtuous, was undoubtedly brave. Could he 
v ' _ f have infufed a foul into the multitude, they might 
have crufhed the ftrangers under their feet : their 
abjedt defpair refufed his aid, and Theodore re- 
tired to breathe the air of freedom in Anatolia, 
beyond the immediate view and purfuit of the 
• conquerors. Under die title, at firft of defpot, 
and afterwards of emperor, he drew to his Itan- 
dard the bolder fpirits, who were fortified againfl 
llavery by the contempt of life ; and as every 
means was lawful for the public fafety, implored 
without fcruple the alliance of the Turkifli fultan. 
Nice, where Theodore eftablilhed his refidence, 
Prufa and Philadelphia, Smyrna and Ephefus, 
opened their gates to their deliverer : he derived 
ftrength and reputation from his victories, and 
even from his defeats ; and the fucceffor of Con- 
ftantine preferved a fragment of the empire from 
the banks of the Meander to the fuburbs of Ni- 
The comedia, and at length of Conftantinople. Ari- 
emperorf ot her portion, diftant and obfcure, was pofiefTed 
ofTrebi- by the lineal heir of the Comneni, a fon of the 
virtuous Manuel, a grandfon of the tyrant An- 
dronicus. His name was Alexius ; and the epi- 
thet of great was applied perhaps to his ftature, 
rather than to his exploits. By the indulgence of 
the Angeli, he was appointed governor or duke 
of Trebizond “ : his birth gave him ambition, 

the 

*t Except fome fadts in Pachymer and Nicephorils Greeoras, 
which will hereafter be ufed, the Byzantine writers difd.lin to 
fpcak of the empire of Trebizond, or principality of the Lazi ; 
and among the Latins, it is confpicuous only in the romances of 
the xiv l » or xv : & centuries. Yet the indefatigable Ducange has 

7 - dug 
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the revolution independence ; and without chang- c n a.p. 
ing his title, he reigned in peace from Sinope to LXI ‘ 
the Phafis, along the coaft of the Black Sea. 

His namelefs fon and fucceffor is defcribed as the 
vaffal of the fultan, whom he ferved with two 
hundred lances ; that Comnenian prince was no 
more than duke of Trebizond, and the title of 
emperor was firft affumed by the pride and envy 
of the grandfon of Alexius. In the Weft, a third The def- 
fragment was faved from the common ftiip wreck 
by Michael, a baftard of the houfe of Angeli, 
who, before the revolution, had been known as 
an hoftage, a foldier, ,and a rebel. His flight 
from the camp of the marquis Boniface fecured 
his freedom ; by his marriage with the governor’s 
daughter, he commanded the important place of 
Durazzo, affumed the title of defpot, and found- 
ed a ftrong and confpicuous principality in Epirus, 

.ZEtolia, and Theffaly, which have ever been 
peopled by a warlike race. The Greeks, who 
had offered their fervice to their new fovereigns, 
were excluded by the haughty Latins ** from all 
civil and military honours, as a nation born to 
tremble and obey. Their refentment prompted 
them to fhew that they might have been ufeful 
friends, fince they could be dangerous enemies : 

dug out (Fam. Bvz. p. 10a.) two authentic paflages in Vincent of 
Beauvais ( 1 . xxxi. c. 144. )> and the protonotary Ogerius (apud 
Wading, A. D. 1*79, N° 4.). 

** 1 he portrait of the French Latins, is drawn in Nicetas by 
the band of prejudice and refentment : *Ji« th «xx»» 1 8 >». u t A f «. t 

ipytt irapaavy.fii8>.Ka5M aXX* n; tur X a P >TmY r ’ r " f irzpa 

•nit 8m (BcLfMt ra-roif tirifitifro, *ai mtfm rvro ilf*mi t« ifurit ,«-*> miftspti, 
mi tii |i£t» t« Xsym irfiTfijmii 

their 
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their nerves were braced by adverfity : whatever 
was learned or holy, whatever was noble or va- 
liant, rolled away into the independent ftates of 
Trebizond, Epirus, and Nice ; and a fingle pa- 
trician is marked by the ambiguous praife , of at- 
tachment and loyalty to the Franks. The vulgar 
herd of the cities and the country, would have 
gladly fubmitted to a mild and regular fervitude ; 
and the tranfient diforders of war would have 
been obliterated by fome years of induftry and 
peace. But peace was banilhed, and induftry 
was crufhed, in the diforders of the feudal fyftem. 
The Roman emperors of Conftantinople, if they 
were endowed with abilities, were armed with 
power for the prote&ion of their fubje&s : their 
laws were wife, and their adminiftration was 
fimple. The Latin throne was filled by a titular 
prince, the chief, and often the fervant, of his 
licentious confederates : the fiefs of the empire, 
from a kingdom to a caftle, were held and ruled 
by the fword of the barons : and their difcord, 
poverty, and ignorance, extended the ramifica- 
tions of tyranny to the molt fequeftered villages. 
The Greeks were opprefled by the double weight 
of t,he prieft, who was invefted with temporal 
power, and of the foldier, who was inflamed by fa- 
natic hatred ; and the infuperable bar of religion 
and language for ever feparated the ftranger and 
the native. As long as the crufaders were united 
at Conftantinople, the memory of their conqueft, 
and the terror of their arms, impofed filence on 
the captive land : their difperfion betrayed the 

4 fmallnefs 
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fmallnefs of their numbers and the defers of C Tf A p. 
their difcipline ; and fome failures and mifchances It . 

revealed the fecret, that they were not invincible. 

As the fear of the Greeks abated, their hatred 
encreafed. They murmured ; they confpired ; 
and befofe a year of jflavery had elapfed, they 
r implored, or accepted-, the fuccour of a Barba-* 
rian, whofe power they had felt, and whofe gra- 
titude they trufted * 5 . 

The Latin conquerors had been faluted with a TIl F 
'< folemn and early embafly from John, or Joannice, war," 
or Calo-lobn, the revolted chief of the Bul^a- A - 
v rians and Walachians.- He deemed himfelf their 
brother, as the- votary of the Roman pontiff, 
from whom he had received the regal title and an 
holy banner ; and in the fubverfion of the Greek 
monarchy, he might afpire to the name of their 

• friend and accomplice. But Calo-John -ftras afto- 
nifhed to find, that the count of Flanders had 
affumed the pomp and pride of the fucceffors of 
Conftantine.; and his ambafladors were difrnitTed 
with an haughty melfage, that the rebel muft de- 
ferve a pardon, by touching- with his forehead 
the footftool of the Imperial throne. His refent- 

* ment 14 would have exhaled in afts of violence 
and blood ; his cooler policy watched the riling 


« I here begin to ufe, with Freedom and confidence, the 
eight books of the Hiftoire de C. P. foils l’Empire des Francois, 
which Ducange has given as a fupplement to Villehardouin ; 
and which, in a barbarous ftyle, deferves the praife of an original 
and claffic work. 

*+ In Calo John's anfwer to the pope, we may find his claims 
and complaints (Gefta Innocent. 111. c. 138 , icp.); he wasche- 
riihed at Rome as the prodigal fon. 

Vol. XI. S dif- 
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CHAP, difcontent of the Greeks ; affe&ed a tender con- 
v . cern for their fufferings ; and promlfed, that their 
firft ftruggles for freedom fhould be fupported by 
his perfon and kingdom. The confpiracy was 
propagated by national hatred, the firmeft band 
of affociation and fecrecy : the Greeks were im- 
patient to (heath their daggers in the breafts of 
the vi&orious ftrangers ; but the execution was 
prudently delayed, till Henry, the emperor’s 
brother, had tranfported the flower of his troops 
beyond the Hellefpont. Mofl of the towns and 
villages of Thrace were true to the moment and 
the fignal : and the Latins, without arms or 
fufpicion, were flaughtered by the vile and mer- 
cilefs revenge of their Haves. From Demo- 
tica, the firfb fcene of the maflacre, the fur-} 
viving vaflals of the count of St. Pol efcaped 
to Adrianople ; but the French and Venetians, 
who occupied that city, were flain or expelled by 
the furious multitude ; the garrifons that could 
effeft their retreat fell back on each other towards 
the metropolis ; and the fortreffes, that feparately 
flood againfl: the rebels, were ignorant of each 
other’s and of their fovereign’s fate. The voice 
of fame and fear announced the revolt of the 
Greeks and the rapid approach of their Bulgarian 
ally ; and Calo-John, not depending on the 
forces of his own kingdom, had drawn from the 
Scythian wildernefs a body of fourteen thoufand 
Comans, who drank, as it was faid, the blood 
of their captives, and facrificed the Chriftians on 
the altars of their gods *®. 

Alarmed 

*? Tbe Comans were a Tatter or Turkman hord, which en- 
camped 
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Alarmed by this fudden and growing danger, 
the emperor difpatched a fwift meffenger to recall 
Count Henry and his troops ; and had Baldwin 
expected the return of his gallant brother, with a 
fupply of twenty thoufand Armenians, he might 
have -encountered the invader with equal numbers 
and a decifive fuperiority of arms and difcipline. 
But the fpirit of chivalry could feldom difcrimi- 
nate caution from cowardice ; and the emperor 
took the field with an hundred and forty knights, 
and their train of archers and ferjeants. The 
marfhal, who diffuaded and obeyed, led the van- 
guard in their march ^o Adrianople ; the main 
body was commanded by the count of Blois j 
the aged doge of Venice followed with the rear ; 
and their fcanty numbers were encreafed from all 
fides by the fugitive Latins. They undertook to 
befiege the rebels of Adrianople ; and fuch was 
the pious tendency of the crufades, that they 
employed the holy week in pillaging the country 
for their fubfiftence, and in framing engines for 
the deftruftion of their fellow-chriftians. But 
the Latins were.foon interrupted and alarmed by 
the light cavalry- of the Comans, t who boldly 
fkirmilhed to' the edge of their iihperfeft lines ; 
and a proclamation was iffued by the marfhal of 
Romania, that, oh the trumpet’s found, the ca- 
valry fhould mouftt and form ; but that none, 
under pain of death,' fhould abandon . themfelves 

camped in the xii th and: xiii'h centuries on the verge of Moldavia. 
The greater part were pagans, but fome were Mahometans, and 
the whole hord, was converted to Chriftianity (A. 1 ). 1370) 
l?y Lewis king of Hungary. 

- £ k ‘ W 
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C lx\ P ’ t0 a defuIt01 T and dan g erous purfuit. This wife 
injunftion was firft difobeyed by the count of 
Blois, who involved the emperor in his raftmefs 
and ruin. The Comans, of the Parthian or Tar- 
tar fchool, fled before their firfl: charge ; but 
after a career of two leagues, when the knights 
and their horfes were almoft breathlefs, they fud- 
denly turned, rallied, and encompafled the heavy 
fquadrons of the Franks. The count was flain on 
fivity of the field ; the emperor was made prifoner ; and if 
one difdained to fly, if the other refufed to 
yield, their perfonal bravery made a poor atone- 
n Ij ' ment for their ignorance, or negleft, of the duties 
of a general l6 . 

Proqd of his victory and his royal prize, the 
Bulgarian advanced to relieve Adrianople and 
atchieve the deftruction of the Latins. They 
mud inevitably have been deftroycd, if the mar- 
fhal of Romania had not difplayed a cool courage 
and confummate fkill ; uncommon in all ages, 
. but mod uncommon in thofe times, when war 
Ectrcat of was a pafiion, rather than a fcience. His grief 
and fears w r ere poured into the firm and faithful 
bofom of the doge; but in the camp he diffufed 
an affitrance of fafety, which could only be re- 
alized by the general belief. Ail day he main- 
tained his perilous ftation between the city and 
the Barbarians : Villehardouin decamped in filence, 
at the dead of night ; and his mafterly retreat of 

*6 jficetas, from ignorance or malice, imputes the defeat to 
the cowardice of Dandolo (p. 383.); but Viilehardouin flares 
his own glory with his venerable friend, qui viels home ere et 
gute ne veoit, mais mult ere fages et preus et vigucros (N 3 193.)- 

three 
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three days would have deferved the praife of Xe- CHAP, 
nophon and the ten thoufand. In the rear the 
marfhal fupported the weight of the purfuit ; in 
the front he moderated the impatience of the fugi- 
tives ; and wherever the Comans approached, 
they were repelled by a line of impenetrable 
fpears. On the third day, the weary troops be- 
held the fea, the folitary town of Rodofto i7 , and 
their friends, who had landed from the Afiatic 
fhore. They embraced, they wept ; but they 
united their arms and counfels ; and, in his bro- 
ther’s abl'ence, count Henry aflumed the regency 
of the empire, at once in a Hate of childhood and 
caducity 1S . If the Comans withdrew from the 
fummer heats, feven thoufand Latins, in the hour 
of danger, deferted Conftantinople, their brethren 1 , 
and their vows. Some paytial fuccefs was over- 
balanced by the lofs of one hundred and twenty 
knights in the field of Rufium ; and of the Impe- 
rial domain, no more was left, than the capital, 
with two or three adjacent fortrefi'es on the fliores 
of Europe and Afia. The king of Bulgaria was 
refiftlefs and inexorable ; and Calo-John refpe£l- 
fully eluded the demands of the pope, who con- 


*7 The truth of geography, and the original text of Villehar- 
douin (N° 194.), place Rodolto three days journey (trois jorr.des) 
from Adrianople ; but Vigenere, in bis verlion, lias moll abfurdly 
fubftituted trois keures ; and this error, which is not cotrefled ny 
Ducange, has entrapped feveral moderns, whofe names I (hall 
fpare. 

18 The reign and end of Baldwin are related by Villehardouin 
and Nicetas (p. 386 — 416.): and their omiliions are fupplied by 
Ducange in his Obi'ervatious, and to the end of bis £rft book. 

S 3 jutted 
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'chap, jured his new profelyte to reftore peace and the 
. LXI ‘ r emperor to lire affli&ed Latins. The deliverance 
Death of of Baldwin was no longer, he faid, in the power 
tor. <mipe of man : that prince had died in ytrifon ; and the 
manner of his death is varioufly related by igno- 
rance and credulity. ' The lovers of a -tragic le- 
gend will be pleafed to hear, that the royal cap- 
tive was tempted by the amorous queen of the 
Bulgarians ; f that his chafte refufal expofed him 
to the falfeh’ood'of a woman and the jealoufy of a 
favage; that his hands and feet were fevered 
from his body ; that his bleeding trunk was cart; 
among the carcafes of dogs and horfes ; and that 
he breathed, three days, before he was devoured 
by the birds of prey Z9 . About twenty year3 
afterwards, in a wood of the Netherlands, an 
hermit announced himfelf as the true Baldwin, 
the emperor of Conftantinople, and lawful fove- 
reign of Flanders. He related the wonders of 
his efcape, his » adventures, - and his penance, 
among a people prone to believe and to rebel ; 
and, in the firfl tranfport, Flanders acknowledged 
her long loft fovereign. A ftiort examination be- 
fore the French court detected the impoftor, who 
was punifhed with an ignominious death ; but 
the Flemings ftilf adhered to the pleafing error; 
and the countefs Jane is accufed by the graved 

l 

*9 After brufhing away all doubtful and improbable circnm- 
ftar.ces, we may prove the death of Baldwin, i. By the firm be- 
lief of the French barons (Villehardouin, N°a3o.). a. By the 
declaration of Calo John himfelf, who excufes his not releafing 
the captive emperor, quiadebitum carnis cxfolvcrat cum carcere 
tcneretur (Gefta Innocent. III. c. 109.). 

hiftorians 
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billorians of facrificing to her ambition the life CHAP, 
of an unfortunate father so . • , . 

In all civilized hoftility, a treaty is eftablilhed Keign and 
for the exchange or ranfom of prifoners ; and if G f H en r y> 
their captivity be prolonged, their condition is 
known, and they are treated according to their Aug. »o— 
rank with humanity or honour. But the favage 
Bulgarian was a llranger to the laws of war ; his J unc ”• 
prifons were involved in darknefs and filence; 
and above a year elapfed before the Latins could 
be allured of the death of Baldwin, before his 
brother, the regent Henry, would confent to af- 
fume the title of emperor. His moderation was 
applauded by the Greeks as an ad of rare and 
inimitable virtue. Their light and perfidious am- 
bition was eager to feize or anticipate the mo- 
ment of a vacancy, while a law of fuccelfion, 
the guardian both of the prince and people, was 
gradually defined and confirmed in the hereditary 
monarchies of Europe. In the fupport of the 
Eaftern empire, Henry was gradually left with- 
out an aifociate, as the heroes of the crufade re- 
tired from the world or from the war. The 
doge of Venice, the venerable Dandolo, in the 
fullnefs of years and glory, funk into the grave. 

The marquis of Montferrat was llowly recalled 
from the Peloponnefian war to the revenge of 
Baldwin and the defence of ThelTalonica. Some 
nice difputes of feudal homage and fervice, were 

3 ° See the-ftory of this impoftor from the French and Flemilh 
writers in Ducange, Hid. de C. P. iii. 9. and the ridiculous 
fables that were believed by the monks of St. Alban’s, in Matthew 
Paris, Hift. Major, p. *71, *7*. 

S 4 reconciled 


Digitized by Googl 



CHAP. 

LXI. 

t , 1 


TH£ DECLtNfe AND FAIiL 

reconciled in a perfonal interview between the 
emperor and the king i they were firmly united 
by mutual efteern and the common danger ; and 
their alliance was fealed by the nuptial of Henry 
with the daughter of the Italian prince. He foon 
deplored the lofs of his friend and father. At 
the perfuafion of fome faithful Greeks, Boniface 
made a bold and fuccefsful inroad among the hills 
of Rhodope : the Bulgarians fled on his ap- 
proach ; they aflembled to harafs his retreat. 
On the intelligence that his rear was attacked, 
without waiting for any defenfiv.e armour, he 
leaped on horfeback, couched his lance, and 
drove the enemies before him ; but in the rail} 
purfuit he was pierced with a mortal wound ; and 
the head of the king of Theffalonica was prefented 
to Calo-John, whq enjoyed the honours, without 
the merit, of victory. • It is here, at this melan? 
choly event, that the pen or the voice of Jeffrey of 
Villehardouin feems to drop or to expire •' ; and 
if he (till exercifed his military office of marfhal 
of Romania, his fubfequent exploits are buried 
in obljvion af . The character of Henry was 
not unequal to his arduous fituation : in the fiege 

5 * Villehardouin, 457. I quote, with regret, this lament- 
able concliifio.n, where we lofe at once the original hiftury, and 
the rich illuilrstions of Dqcange. The laft pages may derive 
fome light from Henry’s two Epiltles to Innocent III. (Gefta, c, 

jo6, J07.) 

The marlhal wasalive in 1213, but he probably died foon 
afterwards, without returning to K ranee. (Ducange, Obfervntions 
fur Villehardouin, p. 438;). His fief of Meffinople, the gift of 
Boniface, was the ancient Maximianoplis, which flouriflied in the 
fitne of Ammianus Marcellinus, among the cities of Thrace (N° 
M r -)t 

Of 
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of Conftantinople, and beyond the Hellefpont, he c ** A P' 
had deferved the fame of a valiant knight and a ■_ • 

fkilful commander ; and his courage was tem- 
pered with a degree of prudence and mildnefs un- 
known to his impetuous brother. In the double 
war againft the Greeks of Alia and the Bulga- 
rians of Europe, he was ever the foremoft on 
Ihipboar J or on horfeback ; and though he cau- 
tioully provided for the fuccefs of his arms, the 
drooping Latins were often roufed by his example 
to fave and to fecond their fearlefs emperor. But 
fuch efforts, and fome fupplies of men and money 
from France, were of lefs avail than the errors, 
the cruelty, and death of their moft formidable 
adverfary. When the defpair of the Greek fub- 
je&s invited Calo-John as their deliverer,- they 
hoped that he would protect their liberty and 
adopt their laws : they were foon taught to com- 
pare the degrees of national ferocity, and to exe- 
crate the favage conqueror, who no longer dif- 
fembled his intention of difpeopling Thrace, of 
demolifhing the cities, and of tranfpl anting the , 

inhabitants beyond the Danube. Many towns 
and villages of Thrace were already evacuated : , 

an heap of ruins marked the place of Phiiippopo- 
lis, and a fimilar calamity was expected at De- 
jnotica and Adrianople, by the fij-ft authors of 
the revolt. They railed a cry of grief and repent- 
ance to the throne of Henry ; the emperor alone 
had the magnanimity to forgive and truft them. 

No more than four hundred knights, with their 
ferjeants and archers, could be afiembled under 
his banner j aijd with this {lender force he fought 

and 
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ciiap. and repulfed the Bulgarian, who, befides his iir- 
^ . ' . fantry, was at the head of forty thoufand horfe. 

In this expedition, Henry felt the difference be- 
tween an hoftile and a friendly country ; the re- 
maining cities were preferved by his arms ; and 
the favage, with fhame and lofs, was compelled 
to relinquifh his prey. The ftege of .ThefTalonica 
was the laft of the evils which Calo-John inflifted 
or fufferdd : he? was (tabbed in the night in his 
tent; and the general;. perhaps the affaffin, who 
found.'him weltering-' in his; blood, afcribed the 
blow .with general applaufe to ‘ the lance of St. 
Demetrius 3 \ After feveral viftories, • the pru- 
dence pf Henry concluded an honourable peace 
with the fuccelfor of the tyrant, and with the 
Greek princes of Nice and Epirus. If he ceded 
lome doubtful limits, an ample kingdom was 
referved for himfelf and his feudatories ; and his 

t . # ' 

reign, which lafted only ten years, afforded a 
fhort interval of profperity and peace. Far above 
the narrow policy of Baldwin and Boniface, he 
freely entrufled. to the Greeks the moll important 
office? of the Hate and army : and this liberality 
of fentiment and pratlice, was the more feafon- 
able, v as the princes of Nice and Epirus had al- 
ready learned to feduce and employ the merce- 
nary valour of the Latins. It w’as the aim of 
•* Henry to unite and reward his deferving fubjects 
of every nation and language ; but he appeared 



J3 The church of this patron of Thcflalonica was ferved by the 
canons of the holy fepulchre, and contained a divine ointment 
which diltilled daily and ftupeodous miracles (Ducange, Hift. dc 
C- P. ii. 4-)- 

• lefs 
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lefs folicitous to accompli flRjjthe' impra&icable c *^A p. 
union of the two churches. Pelagius, the y - t — t 
pope’s legate, who afted as the fovereign of 
Conftantinople, had interdicted the worfhip of 
the Greeks, and lternly impofed the payment 
of tithes, the double proceffion of the Holy 
Ghoft, and a blind obedience to the Roman 
pontiff. As the weaker party, they pleaded the 
duties of confcience, and implored the rights of 
toleration : “ Our bodies, ” they faid, “ are 
“ Cselar’s, but our fouls belong only to God.’* 

The perfecution was checked by the firmnefs of 
the emperor 3 * ; and if we can believe that the 
fame prince was poifoned by * the' Greeks them- 
felves, we mpfl entertain a) contemptible idea of 
the fenfe and gratitude of mankind/ 'His valour 
was a vulgar attribute, which he fhared with ten 
thoufahd knights ; but Henry poffeffed the fupe- 
rior courage to oppofe, in a fuperflitious age, 
the pride and avarice of the clergy. In the cathe- 
dral of St. Sophia he prefumed to place his throne 
on the right-hand of the patriarch ^ and this pre- 
emption excited ' the fharpeft cenfure of pope 
Innocent the third. By a falutary edidt, one of 
the firffc examples of th^ laws’ of mortmain, he 
prohibited the alienation of fiefs ; many of the 
Latins, defirous of returning to Europe, refigned. • 
their eftates to the church for a fpiritual or tem- 
poral reward ; thefe holy lands were immediately 
difcharged from military fervice ; and a colony of 

3 * Acropolita (c. 17.) obferves the perfecution of the legate, 
and the toleration of Henry ('£{-: as he calls him), xanc^n. 

foldiers 
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nay, em* 
peror of 
C'onftanti- 
nopie, 
A.D. 
.1117, 
April 9. 


foldiers would have been gradually transformed 
into a college of prielts 3S . .. 1 

The virtuous Ilenry died at Theffalonica, in 
the (defence of that kingdom, and of an infant, ° >- 
the fon of Ids friend Boniface. In the two firlt : ' ■ 
emperors of Conflantinople the male line of the 
counts of Flanders was extindl. But their filler 
Yolande was the wife of a French prince, the 
mother of a numerous progeny ; and one of her 
daughters had married Andrew king of Hungary, 
a brave and pious champion of the crofs. By 
feating him on the Byzantine throne, the barons 
of Romania would have acquired the forces of a 
neighbouring and warlike kingdom ; but the pru- 
dent Andrew revered the laws of fuccellion ; and 
the princefs Yolande, with her hulband Peter of 
Courtenay, count of Auxerre, was invited by the 
Latins to alfume the empire of the F.all. The 
royal birth of his father, the noble origin of his 
mother, recommended to the barons of France 
the firfl coufin of their king. His reputation was 
fair, his pofTeflions were ample, and, in the bloody 
crufade againll the Albigeois, the foldiers and the 
priells had been abundantly fatisfied of his Zealand 
valour. Vanity might applaud the elevation of a, 
French emperor of Conflantinople ; but prudence 
mull pity, rather than envy, his treacherous and 
imaginary greatnefs. To alfert and adorn his 
title, he was reduced to fell or mortgage the belt 

JS See the reign of IIenrv, in Ducange (Hift. de C. P. 1 . i. c. 

35—41. 1 . ii. c. 1 — 22 ), who is much indebted to the Epiftles of 
the Popes. Le Beau (Hift. du Bas-Empire, tom. xxi. p. 120— 

122 .) has found, perhaps in Doutreman, fome laws of Henry, 
which determined the fervice of fiefs, .and the prerogatives of the 
emperor. 
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of his patrimony. By thcfe expedients, the Iihe- CHAf. 
rality of his royal kinfman Philip Augullus, and L '^ 1 ' r 
the national fpirit of chivalry, he was enabled to 
pafs the Alps at the head of one hundred and 
forty knights, and five thoufand five hundred 
ferjeants and archers. After fome hefitation, pope 
Honorius the third was perfuaded to crown tht; 
fucceffor of Conftantine ; but he performed the 
ceremony in a church without the walls, left he 
fhould feem to imply or to beftow any right of 
fovereignty over the ancient capital of the empire. 

The Venetians had engaged to ^anfport Peter 
and his forces beyond the Adriatic, and the em* 
prefs, with her four children, to the Byzantine 
palace ; but they required, as the price of their 
fervice, that he fhould recover Durazzo from the 
defpot of Epirus. Michael Angelus, or Comne- 
nus, the firft of his dynafty, had bequeathed the 
fucceftion of his power and ambition to Theodore, 
his legitimate brother, who already threatened 
and invaded the eftabliihments of the Latins. 

After difcharging his debt by a fruitlefs aflault, 
the emperor raifed the fiege to profecute a long 
and perilous journey over land from Durazzo to 
Theflalonica. fie was foon loft in the mountains 
of Epirus : the paffes were fortified ; his provi- 
fions exhaufted : he was delayed and deceived by 
a treacherous negociation ; and, after Peter of Hi* rapti- 
Courtenay and the Roman legate had been arreft- dcathT* 
ed in a banquet, the French troops, without A - °- 
leaders or hopes, were eager to exchange their 1119. 
arms for the delufive promife of mercy and bread. 

The Vatican thundered ; and the impious Theo- 
dore 
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c H A P. dore was threatened with the vengeance of earth 
v , — w - , _f and heaven ; but the captive emperor and his 
foldiers were forgotten, and the reproaches of the 
pope are confined to the imprifonment of his 
legate. No fooner was he fatisfied by the deli- 
verance of the prieft and a promife of fpiritual 
obedience, thanjhe pardoned and prote&ed the 
defpot of Epirus. * His peremptory commands 
fufpended the ardour of the Venetians and the 
king of Hungary ; and it was only by a natural 
or untimely death 36 that Peter of Courtenay was 
releafed from his hopelefs captivity 37 . 

Robert The long ignorance of his fate, and the prefence 
0™ Con*- of the lawful fovereign, of Yolande, his wife or 

ftantmo- u ddow, delayed the proclamation of a new em- 
A- D. * peror. Before her death, and in the midll of 
.1228. her grief, file was delivered of a fon, who was 
■ 0 * named- Baldwin, the lall and moll unfortunate 

of- the Latin princes of Conftantinople. His birth 
endeared him to the barons of Romania ; but his 
childhood would have prolonged the troubles of a 
minority, and his claims were fuperfeded by the; 
elder claims of his brethren.. '.The firfb of thefe, 
Philip of Courtenay, who .-.derived from his mo- » 
ther the inheritance of Namur, had the wifdomi 
to prefer the fubftance.of a marquifate to the 

• : I • r * : ; . :k, 

36 Acropolita (c. 14.) affirms, that Peter of Courtenay died by, 
the fword (•«?>•«» ipa« yrndm) : but from his dark expreflions, 

I fhould conclude a jitevious captivity, *c iwra* «p >*» Jw/uarr** 
•jrurtrat <ruv r.act axitiTt. The Chronicle of Auxerre delays the em- 
perors death till the year I2i<> ; and Auxerre is in the neighbour- 
hood of Courtenay. 

tv See the reign and death of Peter of Courtenay, in Ducange 
(Hift. de C. P. I. ii. e. 22 — 28.), who feebly ftrives to excufe the 
negleift of the emperor by Honoritis III. 

fliadow 
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fhadow of an empire j and on his refufal, Robert, CHAP, 
the fecond of the fons of Peter and Yolande, was , ] ^ T ' f 
called to the throne of Conftantinople. Warned 
by his father’s mifchance,, he purfued his flow and 
fecure journey through Germany and along the 
Danube : a paflage was opened by his filler’s 
marriage with the king of Hungary j and the 
emperor Robert was crowned by the patriarch in 
the cathedral of St. Sophia. But his reign was 
an sera of calamity and difgrace ; and the colony, 
as it was ftyled, of New France yielded on all 
Tides to the Greeks of Nice and Epirus. After 
a victory, which he owed to his perfidy rather 
than his courage, Theodore Angel us entered the 
kingdom of Thefialonica, expelled the feeble 
Demetrius, the fon of the marquis Boniface, 
erected his llandard on the walls of Adrianople ; 
and added, by his vanity, a third or fourth name 
to the lift; of rival emperors. The relics of the 
Afiatic province were fwept away by John Vataces, 
the fon-in-law and fucceflor of Theodore Lafcaris, 
and who, in a triumphant reign of thirty-three 
years, difplayed the virtues both of peace and 
war. Under his difcipline the fwords of the 
French mercenaries were the moll effedual inftru- 
ment of his conquefts, and their defertion from 
the fervice of their country was at once a fymp- 
tom and a caufe of the rifing afcendant of the 
Greeks. By the conduction of a fleet, he ob- 
tained the command of the Hellefpont, reduced 
the iflands of Lelbos and Rhodes, attacked the 
Venetians of Candia, and intercepted the rare 
and parfimonious fuccours of the Weft. Once, 

4 and 
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and once only, the Latin emperor fent an army 
againft Vataces ; and in the defeat of that army* 
the veteran knights, the laft of the original con* 
querors, were left on the field of battle. But 
the fuccefs of a foreign enemy was lefs painful . 
to the pufillanimous Robert than the infolence of V 
his Latin fubje&s, who confounded the weaknefa 
of the emperor and of the empire. His perfonal 
misfortunes will prove the anarchy of the go- 
vernment and the ferocioufnefs of the times. The 
amorous youth had neglected his Greek bride, 
the daughter of Vataces, to introduce into the 
palace a beautiful maid, of a private, though 
noble, family of Artois ; and her mother had 
been tempted by the luftre of the purple to for- 
feit her engagements with a gentleman of Bur- 
gundy. His love was converted into rage ; he 
affembled his friends, forced the palace gates, 
threw the mother into the fea, and inhumanly 
cut off the nofe and lips of the wife or concubine 
of the emperor. Inftead of punifhing the offen- 
der, the barons avowed and applauded the favage 
deed * 8 , which, as a prince and as a man, it was 
impoflible that Baldwin fhould forgive. He efcap- 
ed from the guilty city to implore the juftice or 
compaffion of the pope : the emperor was coolly 
exhorted to return to his Ration ; before he could 
obey, he funk under the weight of grief, fhame, 
and impotent refentment 39 . 

3 8 Marinus Sanutus (Secreta Fidelium Cruris, 1 . ii. p. 4. c. 18. 
p. 73.) is fo much delighted with this bloody deed, that he has 
tranferibed it in his margin as a bonutn exemplum. Yet he ac- 
knowledges the damfel for the lawful wife of .Robert. 

39 See the reign of Robert, in Ducange (Hift. de C, P. I. iii. c. 

- i— ia.). 
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It was only in the age of chivalry, that valour c H . A p . 
could afcend from a private Ration to the thrones 
of Jerufalem and Conftantinople. The titular Paldw t ia 
kingdom of Jerufalem had devolved to Mary, John of 
the daughter of Ifabella and Conrad of Mont- f^p^or* 
ferrat, and the grand-daughter of Almeric or ^p n * 
Amaury. She was given to John of Brienne, pi e , 
of a noble family in Champagne, by the public ^ 
voice, and the judgment of Philip Auguftus, j*37 - 
who named him as the mod worthy champion of 
the Iioly Land *°. I11 the fifth crufade, he led an 

hundred thoufand Latins to the conquelt of 
Egypt ; by him the fiege of Damietta w r as at- 
chieved ; and the fubfequent failure was juftly 
pfcribed to the pride and avarice of the legate. 

After the marriage of his daughter with Frederic 
the fecond +1 , he was provoked by the emperor’s 
ingratitude to accept the command of the army 
of the church ; and though advanced in life and 
defpoiled of royalty, the fword and fpirit of John 
of Brienne were Hill ready for the fervice of 
Chriftendom. In the feven years of his brother’s 
reign, Baldwin of Courtenay had not emerged 
from a Hate of childhood, and the barons of 
Romania felt the ftrong neceility of placing the 
fceptre in the hands of a man and an hero. The 

+° Rex igitur Franctse, deliberatione habita refpond’t nuntiis, 
f« daturum hominem Syria; parlibus aptum ; in artnis. probum 
(pttux), in beilis fecurum, in agendis piovidum, Johannem 
comitcm Brennenfcm. Sanut. Secret. Fideliuqi, 1 . iii. p. xi. c. 4. 
p. *05. Matthew Paris, p. 1,59. 

4 ‘ Giannone (Iftoria Civile, tom. ii. 1 . xvi. p. 38c — 385.) ilif- 
cpfies the marriage of Frederic II. with the daughter of John of 
Brienne, and the double union of the crowns of Naples and 
Jerufalem. 

Vol. XI, T veteran 


Digitized by Google 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 


27+ 

chap. Veteran king of Jerufalem might have difdained 

. ' . the name and office of regent ; they agreed to 

invert; him for his life with the title and preroga- 
tives of emperor, on the foie condition, that 
Baldwin Ihould marry his fecond daughter, and 
fticceed at a mature age to the throne of Conftan- 
tinople. The expectation, both of the Greeks 
and Latins, was kindled by the renown, the 
choice, and the prefence of John of Brienne : 
and they admired his martial afpeft, his green 
and vigorous age of more than fourfcore years, 
and his fize and ftature, which furpafled the 
common meafure of mankind 4 \ But avarice, 
and the love of eafe, appear to have chilled the 
ardour of enterprife : his troops were dilbanded, 
and two years rolled away without action or 
honour, till he was awakened by the dangerous 
alliance of Vataces emperor of Nice, and of 
Azan king of Bulgaria. They befieged Conftan- 
tinople by fea and land, with an army of one 
hundred thoufand men, and a fleet of three hun- 
dred fhips of war ; while the entire force of the 
Latin emperor was reduced to one hundred and 
fixty knights, and a fmall addition of ferjeants 
and archers. I tremble to. relate, that inftead of J 
defending the city, the hero made a Tally at the 
head of his cavalry ; and that of forty-eight fqua- 
drons of the enemy, no more than three efcaped 

** Aeropolita, c. 17. The hiftorian was at that time a boy, 
and educated at Conftantinople. In 1233, when he was eleven 
years old, his father broke the Latin chain, left a fplendid for- 
tune, and efcaped to the Greek court of Nice, where his fon was 
railed to the hijjheft honours. 

from 
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from the edge of his invincible fword. Fired by 
his example, the infantry and the citizens boarded 
the vefiels that anchored clofe to the walls ; and 
twenty-five were dragged in triumph into the har- 
bour of Conftantinople. At the fummons of the 
emperor, the valfals and allies armed in her de- 
fence ; broke through every obftacle that oppofed 
their p adage ; and, in the fucceeding year, ob- 
tained a fecond vi£tory over the fame enemies. 
By the rude poets of the age, John of Brienne 
is compared to He&or, Roland, and Judas Ma- 
chabaeus 43 : but their credit, and his glory, re- 
ceives fome abatement from the filence of the 
Greeks. The empire was foon deprived of the 
laft of her champions ; and the dying monarch 
was ambitious to enter paradife in the habit of a 
Francifcan friar **. 

In the double vi&ory of John of Brienne, I 
cannot difcover the name or exploits of his pupil 
Baldwin ; who had attained the age of military 
fervice, and who fucceeded to the Imperial dig- 

45 Philip Moufkes, bifhop of Tournay (A. D. 1274 — 1282), 
has com po fed a poem, or rather a firing of verfes, in bad old 
Flemifli French, on the Latin emperors of Conftantinople, which 
Ducange has publifhed at the cad of Villehardouin ; fee p. 224. 
for the proweis of John of Brienne. 

N’Aie, Eillor, Roll’ ne Ogiers 
Ne Judas Machabeus li fiers 
Tant ne fit d’armes en eftors 
Com fill li Rols Jehans cel jors 
Et il defors et il dedans 
La paru fa force et fes fens 
Et li hardiment qu’il avoit. 

44 See the reign of John de Brienne, in Ducange, Hift. de C. P, 
1. iii. c. 13—26. 
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nity on the deceafe of his adoptive father 45 . The 
royal youth was employed on a commiffion more 
fuitable to his temper ; he was fent to vifit the 
Weftern courts, of the pope more efpecially, and 
of the king of France ; to excite their pity by the 
view of his innocence and diftrefs ; and to obtain 
fome fupplies of men or money, for the relief of 
the finking empire. He thrice repeated thefe 
mendicant vifits, in which he feemed to prolong 
-his ftay and poftpone his return ; of the'five-and- 
twenty years of his reign, a greater number were 
fpent abroad than at home ; and in no place did 
the emperor deem himfelf lefs free and fecure, 
than in his native country, and his capital. On 
fome public occafions, his vanity might be foothed 
by the title of Auguftus, and by the honours of 
the purple ; and at the general council of Lyons, 
when Frederic the fecond was excommunicated 
and depofed, his Oriental colleague was enthroned 
on the right-hand of the pope. But how often 
was the exile, the vagrant, the Imperial beggar, 
humbled with fcorn, infulted with pity, and de- 
graded in his own eyes and thofe of the nations ? 
In his firfi: vifit to England, he was Hopped at 
Dover, by a fevere reprimand, that he fhould 
prefume, without leave, to enter an independent 
kingdom. After fome delay, Baldwin how'ever 
was pennitted to purfue his journey, was enter- 
tained with cold civility, and thankfully departed 

+5 See the reign of Baldwin II. till his expullion from Conftan- 
tinople, in Ducange, Hilt. dcC. P. 1 . ir. c. 1— 34. the end 1 . v. 
c. 1—33. • . - 

with 
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with a prefent of feven hundred marks 46 . From C h^a Pi 
the avarice of Rome, he could only obtain the u ^ t 
proclamation of a crufade and a treafure of in- 
dulgences ; a coin, whofe currency was depre- 
ciated by too frequent and indifcriminate abufe. 

His birth and misfortunes recommended him to 
the generofity of his coufm Lewis the ninth ; but 
the martial zeal of the faint was diverted from 
Conftantinople to Egypt and Palelline ; and the 
public and private poverty of Baldwin was alle- 
viated, for a moment, by the alienation of the 
marquifate of Namur and the lordfhip of Cour- 
tenay, the laft remains of his inheritance 47 . By 
fuch fhameful or ruinous expedients, he once 
more returned to Romania, with an army of 
thirty thoufand foldiers, whofe numbers were 
doubled in the apprehenfion of the Greeks. His 
firft difpatches to France and England announced 
his vi&ories and his hopes : he had reduced the 
country round the capital to the diflance of three 
days journey ; and if he fucceeded againll an im- 
portant, though namelefs, city (moll probably Chi- 
orli), the frontier would be fafe and the palfage ac- 
icefiible. But thefe expectations (if Baldwin was 

4 s Matthew Paris relates the two vifits of Bahlwin II. to the 
F.nglifh court, p. 396. 637.:-his return to Greece arm at a man§, 
p.407.: his letters of his nomen formidabile, &c. p. 48i.(apaf- 
fage which had efcaped Ditcange) : his expulfion, p. 850. 

4-7 Louis IX. dil'approved and flopped the alienation of Courte- 
nay (Uucange, 1 . iv. c. J3.). It is now annexed to the royal de- 
mefne, but granted for a term ( engage ) to the family of Bou- 
lainvilliers. Courtenay, in the election of Nemours in the Ifle de 
France, is a town of 900 inhabitants with the remains of a faille 
(Melanges tires d’une grand Bibliothe^ue, tom. xlv. p. 74 — !!■)• 

T 3 fincere) 
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chap, fincere) quickly vanifhed like a dream ; the troops 
1 _ L ^ L , and treafures of France melted away in his unfliil- 
ful hands ; and the throne of the Latin emperor 
was protected by a difhonourable alliance with the 
Turks and Comans. To fecure the former, he 
confented to bellow his niece on the .unbelieving 
fultan of Cogni ; to pleafe the latter, he complied 
with their Pagan rites ; a dog was facrificed be- 
tween the two armies ; and the contra&ing par- 
ties tailed each other’s blood, as a pledge of 
their fidelity 4 \ In the palace or prifon of Con- 
flantinople, the fuccefi'or of Augultus demolifhed 
the vacant houfes for winter-fuel, and (tripped 
the lead from the churches for the daily ex- 
pence of his family. Some ufurious loans were 
dealt with a fcanty hand by the merchants of 
Italy ; and Philip, his fort and heir, was pawned 
at Venice as the fecurity for a debt 49 . Third, 
hunger, and nakednefs, are pofitive evils ; but 
wealth is relative ; and a prince, who would be 
rich in a private dation, may be expofed by the 
encreafe of his wants to all the anxiety and bitter- 
nefs of poverty. 

The holy But in this abjedl didrefs, the emperor and 
thorns.° f em P‘ re vvere polfdfed of an ideal treafure, 
which drew its fantadic value from the fuperdi- 
tion of the Chridian world. The merit of the true 
crofs was fomewhat impaired by its frequent di- 
vifion ; and a long captivity among the infidels 

4* Joinville, p. 104. edit, du Louvre. A C'oman prince, who 
died without baptifm, was buried at the gates of Conltantinople 
with a live retinue of flaves and horfes. 

49 Sanut. Secret. Fidel. Cruets, ]. ii. p. iv. c. 18. p. 73. 

might 
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might flied fome fufpicion on the fragments that c P. 
were produced in the Eaft and Weft. But an- J 

other relic of the Paftion was preferved in the 
Imperial chapel of Conftantinople ; and the crown 
of thorns which had been placed on the head of 
Chrifl was equally precious and authentic. It 
had formerly been the practice of the Egyptian 
debtors to depofit, as a fecurity, the mummies 
of their parents ; and both their honour and re- 
ligion were bound for the redemption of the 
pledge. In the fame manner, and in the abfence 
of the emperor, the barons of Romania borrowed 
the fuin of thirteen thoufand one hundred and 
thirty-four pieces of gold s % on the credit of the 
holy crown : they failed in the performance of 
their contract ; and a rich Venetian, Nicholas 
Querini, undertook to fatisfy their impatient 
creditors, on condition that the relic fhould be 
lodged at Venice, to become his abfolute pro- 
perty, if it were not redeemed within a fhort and 
definite term. The barons apprifed their lbvereign 
of the hard treaty and impending lofs ; and as 
the empire could not afford a ranfoin of feven 
thoufand pounds fterling, Baldwin was anxious 
to fnatch the prize from the Venetians, and to 
veft it with more honour and emolument in the 
hands of the moft Chriftian king 5 '. Yet the 

nego- 

5° Under the words, 1'er pants, Perptra, Hyptrpirum , Ducange 
is fhort and vague : Monetae genus. From a corrupt pafTage of 
Guntherus (Hift. C. P. c. 8. p. ro.), I guefs, that the Perpera 
was the numraus aureus, the fourth part of a mark of filver, or 
about ten (hillings fterling in value. In lead, it would be too con- 
temptible. , 

J' For the tranflation of the holy crown, &c, from Conftanti 
T 4 nopie 
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negociation was attended with fome delicacy. In 
the purchafe of relics, the faint would have ^ 
flarted at the guilt of fimony ; but if the mode of 
expreffion were changed, he might lawfully repay : 
the debt, accept the gift, and acknowledge the :y 
obligation. His ambaffadors, two Dominicans, . u 
were difpatched to Venice, to redeem and re- 
ceive the holy crown, which had efcaped the 
dangers of the fea and the gallies of Vataces; 

On opening a w'ooden box, they recognifed 
the feals of the doge and barons, which were 
applied on a fhrine of filver : and within this 

fhrine, the monument of the Paflion was in- 
clofedin a golden vale. The re! u diant Venetians 
yielded to juflice and power : the emperor Fre- 
deric graiited a free and honourable palfage ; the 
court of France advanced as far as Troyes in 
Champagne, to meet with devotion this ineftim-i 
able relic : it was borne in triumph through Paris 
, by the king himlelf, barefoot, and in his fhirt ; 
and a free gift of ten thoufand marks of filver 
reconciled Baldwin to his lofs. The fuccefs of 
this tranfacHon tempted the Latin emperor to 
offer with the fame gencrofity the remaining fur- 
niture of his chapel 51 ; a large and authentic por- 
tion of the true crofs ; the baby-linen of the Son 
of God ; the lance, the fpungc, and the chain, 
of his Paflion ; the rod of Moles, and part of 

noplc to Paris, fee Dirange (Kift. de C. P. 1 . iv. c. n — 14- 34 . 

35.) and Fleury (Hift. Ecclcf. tom. r.vii. p. 201 — 204.). 

s* Melanges tir£s d’uije grande BiMiotheqne, tom. xiiii. p. 3or 
—205. The Lutrin of Boileau exhibits the inftde, the foul and 
manners of the Sainte Cbapele ; and many- fafts relative to the 
inflitution are collefkd and explained by bis commentators, 

Brofictts and de St. Mr.rc. 

the 
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the Ikull of St. John the baptift. For the recep- chap. 
tion of thefe fpirit-ual treafures, twenty thoufand * . L ^ T ' . 
marks were expended by St. Louis on a ftately 
foundation, the holy chapel of Paris, on which 
the mufe of Boileau has bellowed a comic im- 
mortality. The truth of fuch remote and ancient 
relics, which cannot *be proved by any human 
teftimony, mull be admitted by thofe who be* 
lieve in the miracles which they have performed. 

About the middle of the fall age, an inveterate 
ulcer was touched and cured by an holy prickle 
of the holy crown S3 : the prodigy is attelled by 
the molt pious and enlightened Chriltians of 
France ; nor will the fa£t be eafily difproved, ex- 
cept by thofe who are armed with a general anti- 
dote againll religious credulity 5+ . 

The Latins of Conltantinople 55 were on all Progrefs 
fides encompalfed and prelfed: their foie hope, Greeks,' 
the lall delay of their ruin, was in the divifion of 

their Greek and Bulgarian enemies ; and of this 1*61. 

\ * . 

5 ? It was performed A. D. 1656, March 24, on the niece of 
Pafca.l ; and that fnperior genius, with Arnauld, Nicole, &c. 
were on the fpotto believe and attelt a miracle which confounded 
the Jefuits, and faved Port Royal (Oeuvres de Racine, tom. vi, 
p. 176—187 in his eloquent Hiftory of Port Royal). 

54 Voltaire (Siecle de Louis XIV. c. 37. Oeuvres, tom. ix. p. 

178, 179.) drives to invalidate the fnift : but Plume (Eflays, vol. ii. 
p. 483, 484.), with more Ikill and fuccefs, feizesthe battery, and 
turns the canncn againft his enemies. 

5 s The gradual lodes of the Latins may be traced in the third, 
fourth, and fifth books of the compilation of Ducange : but of 
the Greek conquefts he has dropped many circumltances, which 
may be recovered from the larger hiftory of George Acropolita, 
and the three firft books of Nicephorus Gregoras, two writers of 
the Byzantine feries, who have had the good fortune to meet 
with learned editors, Leo Allatius at Rome, and John Boivin in 
the Academy of luferiplions of Paris. 

hope 
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CHAP, hope they were deprived by the fuperior arms and 
Y L * L . policy of Vataces emperor of Nice. From the 
Propontis to the rocky coaft of Pamphylia, Alia 
was peaceful and profperous under his reign : and 
the events of every campaign extended his in- 
fluence in Europe, The ftrong cities of the hills 
of Macedonia and Thrace, were refcued from 
the Bulgarians ; and their kingdom was circum- 
fcribed by its prefent and proper limits, along the 
fouthem banks of the Danube. The foie emperor 
of the Romans could no longer brook that a lord 
of Epirus, a Comnenian prince of the Weft, 
fliould prefume to difpute or {hare the honours of 
the purple ; and the humble Demetrius changed 
the colour of his bufkins, and accepted with gra- 
titude the appellation of defpot. His own fubjects 
were exafperated by his bafenefs and incapacity : 
they implored the prote&ion of their fupreme 
lord. After foine refiftance, the kingdom of 
Theflalonica was united to the empire of Nice ; 
and Vataces reigned without a competitor from 
the Turkifh borders to the Adriatic gulf. The 
princes of Europe revered his merit and power ; 
and had he fubferibed an orthodox creed, it fhould 
feem that the pope would have abandoned with- 
out reluctance the Latin throne of Conftantino- 
ple. But the death of Vataces, the ihort and bufy 
reign of Theodore his fon, and the helplefs in- 
fancy of his grandfon John, fufpended the refto- 
ration of the Greeks. In the next chapter I {hall 
explain their domeftic revolutions ; in this place, 
it will be fufficicnt to obferve, that the young 
prince was opprefied by the ambition of his guar- 

4 dian 
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dian and colleague Michael Palseologus, who dif- chap. 

• ° • ° T XT 

played the virtues and vices that belong to the . f 
founder of a new dynafty. The emperor Bald- Michael 

J J Paiseolo- 

win had flattered himfeli, that he might recover g US> the 
fome provinces or cities by an impotent negocia- Greck 

* J . . o emperor, 

tion. His ambalfadors were dilmifled from Nice A. D. 
with mockery and contempt. At every place Dec Ii’. 
which they named, Palaeologus alleged fome fpe- 
cial reafon, which rendered it dear and valuable 
in his eyes: in the one he was born; in an- 
other he had been firll promoted to military com- 
mand ; and in a third he had enjoyed, and hoped 
long to enjoy, the pleafures of the chace. “ And 
“ what then do you propofe to give us ? ” faid 
the aftonilhed deputies. “ Nothing,” replied the 
Greek, “ not a foot of land. If your mailer be 
“ defirous of peace, let him pay me as an annual 
** tribute, the fum which he receives from the 
“ trade and cuftoms of Conftantinople. On 
“ thefe terms, I may allow him to reign. If he 
“ refufes, it is war. I am not ignorant of the 
“ art of war, and I trull the event to God and 
“ my fvvord s6 .” An expedition againll the de- 
fpot of Epirus was the firll prelude of his arms. 

If a victory was followed by a defeat ; if the race 
of the Comneni or Angeli l’urvived in thofe moun- 
tains his efforts and his reign ; the captivity of 
Villehardouin, prince of Achaia, deprived the 
Latins of the moll active and powerful valfal of 
their expiring monarchy. The republics of Ve- 
pice and Genoa difputed, in the firll of their naval 

J 6 George Acropolita, c. ;8. p. 89, 90. edit. Paris. 

wars. 
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wars, the command of the fea and the commerce 
oftheEaft. Pride and intereft attached the Ve- 
netians to the defence of Conftantinople : their 
rivals were tempted to promote the defigns of her 
enemies, and the alliance of the Genoefe with 
the fchifmatic conqueror provoked the indigna- 
tion of the Latin church S7 . 

Intent on his great object, the emperor Michael 
vifited in perfon and {Lengthened the troops and 
fortifications of Thrace. The remains of the La- 
tins were driven from their laft poffeffions : he 
alTaulted without fuccefs the fuburb of Galata ; 
and correfponded with a perfidious baron, who 
proved unwilling, or unable, to open the gates 
of the metropolis. The next fpring, his favourite 
general, Alexius Strategopulus, whom he had 
decorated with the title of Gaefar, paffed the Hel- 
lefpont with eight hundred horfe and fome infan- 
try s % on a fecret expedition. His inftrucHons 
enjoined him to approach, to liflen, to watch, 
but not to rifle any doubtful or dangerous enter- 
prife againfl the city. The adjacent territory be- 
tween the Propontis and the Black Sea, was cul- 


57 The Greeks, afhamed of any foreign aid, difguife the allU 
anee and fuccour of the Genoefe ; but the fait is proved by the 
teftimony of J. Villani (Chron. 1 . vi. c. 71. in Muratori, Script. 
Rerun) Italicaium, tom. xiii. p. 102, 203.) and William de 
Nangis (Annales de St. Louis, p. 248. in the L'iuvre Joinville), 
two impartial foreigners ; and Urban IV. threatened to deprive 
Genoa of her archbifhop. 

5* Some precautions muft be ufed in reconciling the difeordant 
numbers; the 800 foldiers of Nicetas, the 25,000 of Spandu- 
gino (apud Ducange, 1 . v. c. 24.); the Greeks and Scythians of 
Acropolita, and the numerous army of Michael, in the Epiltlet 
of Pope Urban IV. (i. 129.). 

i. tivated 
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tivated by an hardy race of peafants and outlaws, chap. 
exercifed in arms, uncertain in their allegiance, LX1 ' 
but inclined by language, religion, and prelent 
advantage, to the' party of the Greeks. They 
were ftyled the volunteers S9 , and by their free 
fervice, the army of Alexius, with the regulars 
of Thrace and the Coman auxiliaries 6a , was aug- 
mented to the number of five-and-twenty thou- 
fand men. By the ardour of the volunteers, and 
by his own ambition, the Caefar was ftimulated to 
difobey the precife orders of his mailer, in the 
juft confidence that fuccefs would plead his par- 
don and reward. The weakncfs of Conftantinople, 
and the diftrefs and terror of the Latins, were 
familiar to the obfervation of the volunteers : and 
they reprefented the prefent moment as the moil 
propitious to furprife and conqueft. A rafh youth, 
the new governor of the Venetian colony, had 
failed away with thirty gal lies and the bell of the 
French knights, on a wild expedition to Daph- 
nufia, a town on the Black Sea^ at the diftancc 
of forty leagues ; and the remaining Latins were 
without ftrength or fufpicion. They were in- 
formed that Alexius had paffed the Hellefpont ; 
but their apprehenfions were lulled by the fmall- 
nefs of his original numbers and their impru- 
dence had not watched the fubfequent encreafe of 
his army. If he left his main body to fecond 

J9 ©ix»^,rafni. They are deferibed and named by Pachymer 
(1. ii. : c. 14 .). 

6o It is needlefs to feek thefe Comans in the deferts of Tar- 
tary, or even of Moldavia. A part of the kord had fubmitted to 
John Vataces, atid was probably fettled as a nurfery of tbldiers on 
Ibme wait* lands of Thrace (Cantacuzen, 1. i. c. a.). 

6 and 
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chap, and fupport his operations, he might advance 
^ unperceived in the night with a chofen detach- 

ment. While fome applied fcaling-ladders to the ' 
lowed part of the walls, they were fecure of an 
. old, Greek, who could introduce their compa- 
nions through a fubterraneous paffage into his 
houfe ; they could foon on the infide break an 
entrance through the golden gate, which had 
been long obdru&ed ; and the conqueror would 
be in the heart of the city, before the Latins 
were confcious of their danger. After fome de- 
bate, the Csefar refigned himfelf to the faith of 
the volunteers ; they were trudy, bold, and fuc- 
/■ cefsful ; and in defcribing the plan, I have already 
related the execution and fuccefs®". But no 
fooner had Alexius palled the threlhold of the 
golden gate, than he trembled at his own rafh- 
nefs ; he paufed, he deliberated ; till the defpe- 
rate volunteers urged him forwards, by the afiu- 
rance that in retreat lay the greated and mod 
inevitable danger. Whild the Casfar kept his 
regulars in firm array, the Comans difperfed them- 
felves on all Tides ; an alarm was founded, and 
the threats of fire and pillage compelled the citi- 
zens to a decifive refolution. The Greeks of 
Condantinople remembered their native fove- 
reigns ; the Genoefe merchants their recent alli- 
ance and Venetian foes ; every quarter was in 

6,1 The lots ofConftantinople is briefly told by the Latins : the; 
conquelt is described with more latisfa&ion by the Greeks ; by 
Acropolita (c. 85.), Pachymer ( 1 . ii. c. 26, 27.), Nieephorua 
Grcgoras ( 1 . iv. c. 1,2.). See Dueange, Hilt, de C. P. 1 . v. c. 
19—27- 
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arms; and the air refounded with a general ac- c ^ A P. 
clamation of “ Long life and victory to Michael 
“ and John, the auguft emperors of the Ro- ■ 

“ mans !” Their rival, Baldwin, was awakened 
by the found ; but the mod prefling danger could 
not prompt him to draw his fword in the defence 
of a city which he deferted, perhaps, with more 
pleafure than regret : he fled from the palace to 
the fea-fhore, where he defcried the welcome fails 
of the fleet returning from the vain and fruitlefs 
attempt on Daphnufia. Conftantinople was irre- 
coverably loft ; but the Latin emperor and the 
principal families embarked on board the Vene- 
tian gallies, and fleered for the ifle of Eubcea, 
and afterwards for Italy, where the royal fugi- 
tive was entertained by the pope and Sicilian king 
with a mixture of contempt and pity. From the 
lofs of Conftantinople to his death, he confumed 
thirteen years, foliciting the Catholic powers to 
join in his reftoration ; the leffon had been fami- 
liar to his youth ; nor was his laft exile more 
indigent or fhameful than his three former pil- 
grimages to the courts of Europe. His fon Philip 
was the heir of an ideal empire ; and the preten- 
fions of his daughter Catherine were tranfported 
by her marriage to Charles of Valois, the brother 
of Philip the Fair king of France. The houfe of 
Courtenay was reprefented in the female line by 
fucceflive alliances, till the title of emperor of 
Conftantinople, too bulky and fonorous for a 
private name, modeftly expired in filence and 
oblivicm After 

See tlie three laft books (1. v— vilu), and the genealogical 

tables 
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c h a P. After this narrative of the expeditions of the 
. . Latins to Paleftine and Conftantinople, I cannot • , 

conic ral difmifs the fubject without revolving the general 
quences confequences on the countries that were the fcene, 
fades! UU ' an< i on the nations that were the actors, of thefe , 

■ memorable crufades 63 . As foon as the arms of - • < 

'the -Franks were withdrawn, the impreflion, 
though not the memory, was erazed in the Ma- . 
hometan realms of Egypt and Syria. The faith- 
ful difciples of the prophet were never tempted 
by a prophane defire to ftudy the laws or lan- 
guage of the idolators ; nor did the fimplicity of 
their primitive manners receive the flighted alter- 
ation from their intercourfe in peace and war with 
the unknown ftrangers of the Weft. The Greeks, 
who thought themfelves proud, but who were 
only vain, (hewed a difpofition fomewhat lefs in- 
flexible. In the efforts for the recovery of their 
empire, they emulated the valour, difeipline, and 
taftics, of their antagonifts. The modern lite- 
rature of the Weft, they might juftly defpife ; but 
its free fpirit would inftrudt them in the rights of 
man ; and fome inftitutions of public and private £ 
life were adopted from the French. The corref- 

pondence of Conftantinople and Italy diffufed the 

,. , ‘ » . • 

tables of Dueange. In the year 1381, the titular emperor of 
Conftantinople was James de Baux, duke of Andria in the king? 
dom of Naples, the fon of Margaret, daughter of Catherine de 
Valois, daughter of Catherine, daughter of Philip, fon of Bald- 
win II., ;Ducange, 1. viii. c. 37, 38.) It is uncertain whether he 
left any pofterity. 

6 s Abulfeda, who faw the conclufion of the crufades, fpeakst 
of the kingdoms of the Franks, and thofe of the Negroes, a9 
equally unknown (Prolegom. ad Geograph.), Had he not dif- 
daiiied the Latin language, how eafily might the Syrian prince 
kave found books and interpreters ? 

knowledge 
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knowledge of the Latin tongue ; and feveral of 
the fathers and claflics were at length honoured 
with a Greek verfion 64 . But the national and 
religious prejudices of the Orientals were in- 
flamed by perfection; and the reign of the 
Latins confirmed the feparation of the two 
churches. 

If we compare, at the sera of the crufades, the 
Latins of Europe with the Greeks and Arabians, 
their refpeCtive degrees of knowledge, induftry, 
and art, our rude anceftors muft be content with 
the third rank in the fcale of nations. Their 
fucceffive improvement and prefent fuperiority 
may be afcribed to a peculiar energy of character, 
to an aCtive and imitative fpirit, unknown to their 
more polifhed rivals, who at that time were in a 
flationary or retrograde Rate. With fuch a dif- 
pofition, the Latins fhould have derived the moft 
early and effential benefits from a feries of events 
which opened to their eyes the profpeCt of the 
world, and introduced them to a long and fre- 
quent intercourfe with the more cultivated regions 
of the Eafl. The firfl and moft obvious progrefs 
was in trade and manufactures, in the arts which 
are ftrongly prompted by the thirft of wealth, the 
calls of neceffity, and the gratification of the fenfe 

or vanity. Among the crowd of unthinking fa- 

/ 

®+ A fliort and fuperficial account of thcfe verfions from Latin 
Into Greek, is given by Huet (de Interpretatione et de clans In- 
terpretibus, p. 131 — 135 ). Maximus Planudes, a monk of Con- 
ftantinople (A. D. 13*7 — 1353), has tranflated Csefar’s Com- 
mentaries, the Somnium Scipionis, the Metamorphofes and He- 
toides of Ovid, See. (Fabric. Bib. Grsec. tom. x. p. 333.) 

Vol. XI. U natics. 
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natics, a captive or a pilgrim might fometlmea 
obferve the fuperior refinements of Cairo and 
Conftantinople : the firfl importer of wind-mills 65 
was the benefactor of nations ; and if fuch bidd- 
ings are enjoyed without any grateful remem- 
brance, hiflory has condefcended to notice the 
more apparent luxuries of filk and fugar, which 
were tranfported into Italy from Greece and 
Egypt. But the intelle&ual wants of the Latins 
were more flowly felt and fupplied ; the ardour 
of ftudious curiofity was awakened in Europe by 
different caufes and more recent events ; and, in 
the age of the crufades, they viewed with care- 
lefs indifference the literature of the Greeks and 
Arabians. Some rudiments of mathematical and 
medicinal knowledge might be imparted in prac- 
tice and in figures ; neceflity might produce fome 
interpreters for the groffer bufinefs of merchants 
and foldiers ; but the commerce of the Orientals 
had not diffufed the ftudy and knowledge of their • 
languages in the fchools of Europe **. If a fimi- 
lar principle of religion repulfed the idiom of the 
Koran, it fhould have excited their patience and 
curiofity to underftand the original text of the 
Gofpel ; and the fame grammar would have un- 
folded the fenfe of Plato and the beauties of 

®s Windmills, firft invented in the dry country of Alia Minor, 
were ufed in Normandy as early as the year 1105 (Vie privee des 
Francois, tom. i. p. 4i, 43. Ducange, doff. Latin, tom. iv. 
P- 474 ). 

6* See the complaints of Roger Bacon (Biographia Britannica, 
vol. i. p. 418- Kippis's edition). If Bacon himfelf, or Gerbert, 
underftood fame Greeks, they were prodigies, and owed nothing 
to the commerce of the Eaft, 

Homer. 
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Homer. Yet in a reign of fixty years the Latins c H A P. 
of Conftantinople difdained the fpeech and learn* . L * 1- . 
ing of their fubjedls ; and the manufcripts were 
the only treafures which the natives might enjoy 
without rapine or envy. Ariftotle was indeed 
the oracle of the Weftern univerfities ; but it was 
a barbarous Ariftotle ; and, inftead of afcending 
to the fountain-head, his Latin votaries humbly 
accepted a corrupt and remote Verfion from the 
Jews- and Moors of Andalufia. The principle of 
the crufades was a favage fanaticifm ; and the 
moft important effe&s were analogous to the caufe. 

Each pilgrim was ambitious to return with his 
facred fpoils, the relics of Greece and Paleftine 67 ; 
and each relic was preceded and followed by a 
train of miracles and vifions. The belief of the 
Catholics was corrupted by new legends, their 
pra&ice by new fuperftitions ; and the eftablilh- 
ment of the inquifition, the mendicant orders of 
monks and friars, the laft abufe of indulgences, 
and the final progrefs of idolatry, flowed from 
the baleful fountain of the holy war. The active 
fpirit of the Latins preyed on the vitals of their 
reafon and religion ; and if the ninth and tenth 
centuries were the times of darknels, the thir- 
teenth and fourteenth were the age of abfurdity • 
and fable. 

In the profeflion of Chriftianity, in the culti- 




6 : Such was the opinion of the great Leibnitz (Oeuvres tie 
Fontenelle, tom. v. p. 45?,), a maftcr of the hiltory of the mid- 
dle ages. I (hall only inftance the pedigree of the Carmelites, 
and the flight of the houfe of Lorctto, which were both derived 
from Paleitine. 

U 2 vation 
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CHAP, vation of a fertile land, the northern conqueror*? 

LXI - of the Roman empire infenfibly mingled with the 
provincials, and rekindled the embers of the art* 
of antiquity. Their fettlements about the age of 
Charlemagne had acquired fome degree of order 
and liability, when they were overwhelmed by 
new fwarms of invaders, the Normans, Sara- 
cens **, and Hungarians, who replunged the weft- 
ern countries of Europe into their former Hate of 
anarchy and barbarifm. About the eleventh cen- 
tury, the fecond tempell had fubfided by the ex- 
pulfion or converfion of the enemies of Chriften- 
dom : the tide of civilization, which had fo long 
ebbed, began to flow with a Heady and acce- 
lerated courfe ; and a fairer profpefh was opened 
to the hopes and efforts of the rifing generations. 

Great was the increafe, and rapid the progrefs, 
during the two hundred years of the crufades ; 
and fome philofophers have applauded the pro- 
pitious influence of thefe holy wars, which appear 
to me to have checked rather than forwarded 
the maturity of Europe 69 . The lives and la- 
bours of millions, which were buried in the Ealt, 
would have been more profitably employed in 
the improvement of their native country : the 
accumulated Hock of induftry and wealth would 

68 If I rank the Saracens with the Barbarian*, it is only rela- 
tive to their wars, or rather inroads, in Italy and France, where 
their foie purpofe was to plunder and deftroy. 

69 On this interefting fubjedt, the progrefs of fociety in Eu- 

rope, a itrong ray of philofophic light has broke from Scotland 
in our own times j and it is with private, as well as public re- 
gard, that 1 repeat the names of Hume, Robertfon, and Adana 
Smith. , s 

have 
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have overflowed in navigation and trade ; and chap. 
the Latins would have been enriched and en- , J 
lightened by .a pure and friendly correfpondence 
with the climates of the Eaft. In one refpeft I 
can indeed perceive the accidental operation of 
the crufades, not fo much in producing a bene- 
fit as in removing an evil. The larger portion of 
the inhabitants of Europe was chained to the 
foil, without freedom, or property, or know- 
ledge ; and the two orders of ecclefiaftics and 
nobles, whofe numbers were comparatively final!, 
alone deferved the name of citizens and men. 

This oppreflive fyftem was fupported by the arts 
of the clergy and the fwords of the barons. The 
authority of the priefts operated in the darker 
ages as a falutary antidote : they prevented the 
total extin&ion of letters, mitigated the fierce- 
nefs of the times, fheltered the poor and defence- 
less, and preferved or revived the peace and order 
of civil fociety. But the independence, rapine, 
and difcord, of the feudal lords were unmixed 
with any femblanoe of good ; and every hope of 
induftry and improvement was crufhed by the 
iron weight of the martial ariftocracy. Among 
the caufes that undermined that Gothic edifice, a 
confpicuous place muft be allowed to the cru- 
fades. The eftates of the barons were diflipated, 
and their race was often extinguilhed, in thefe 
coftly and perilous expeditions. Their poverty 
extorted from their pride thofe charters of free- 
dom which unlocked the fetters of the Have, fe- 
cured the farm of the peafant and the (hop of the 
^artificer, and gradually reftored a fubftance and 

U 3 a foul 
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chap, a foul to the moll numerous and ufeful part of 

I vi ■* 

y , the community. The conflagration which de- 
ftroyed the tall and barreq. trees of the foreft gave 
air and fcope to the vegetation of the fmaller and 
i nutritive plants of the foil. 


D igrejjion on the Family of Courtenay . 

THE purple of three emperors, who have 
reigned at Conftantinople, will authorife or ex- 
cufe a digreflion on the origin and Angular for- 
' • tunes of the houfe of Courtenay 7 °, in the 

three principal branches, I. Of Edefla ; II. Of 
France ; and, III. Of England, of which the 
laft only has furvived the revolutions of eight 
hundred years. . 

Origin of I. Before the introduction of trade, which 
o'f'coiir-^ fcatters riches, and of knowledge, which difpels 
tC A y b prejudice, the prerogative’ of birth is moft ftrongly 
1020. felt and moll humbly acknowledged. In every 
age, the laws and manners of the Germans have 
diferiminated the ranks of fociety : the dukes 

and counts, who Ihared the empire of Charle- ' 
magne, converted their office to an inheritance ; 
and to his children, each feudal lord bequeathed 


T9 I have applied, but not confined, myfclf to A genealogical 
Ilijlory of the noble and iltufrious Family of Courtenay , by Ezra 
Cleaveland, Tutor to Sir William Courtenay, and ReSor f Honiton ; 

Exon. 171,5* in folio. The firft part; is extrafied from William of 
Tyre ; the fecond from Bouchct’s French hiftory ; and the third 
from various memorials, public, provincial, and private, of the 
Courtenays of Devonihire. The redtor of Honiton has more 
gratitude than induftrv, and more induftry than criticiftn. 

bis 

r /• 
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his honour and his fword.’ The proudeft families c 
are content to lofe in the darknefs of the middle ■_ - 1 — j 
ages, the tree of their pedigree, which, how- 
ever deep and lofty, muft ultimately rife from a 
plebeiap root ; and their hiftorians muft defcend 
ten centuries below the Chriftian aera, before they 
can afcertain any lineal fucceflion by the evidence 
of furnames, of arms, and of authentic records. 

With the firft rays of light 7 ‘, we difcern the no- 
bility and opulence of Atho, a French knight : 
his nobility, in the rank and title of a namelefs 
father ; his opulence, in the foundation of the 
caftle of Courtenay in the diftri£t of Gatinois, 
about fifty-fix miles to the fouth of Paris. From 
the reign of Robert, the fon of Hugh Capet, the 
barons of Courtenay are confpicuous among the 
immediate vaffals of the crown ; and Jofcelin, the 
grandfon of Atho and a noble dame, is enrolled 
among the heroes of the firft crufade. A domef- 
tic alliance (their mothers were fillers) attached 
him to the ftandard of Baldwin of Bruges, the 
fecond count of Edefla : a princely fief, which he I. The 
was worthy to receive, and able to maintain, an- Edeffa*, ° f 
nounces the number of his martial followers : A - D - 

Hoi— • 

and after the departure of his coufin, Jofcelin 1151. 
himfelf was inverted with' the county of Edelfa on 
both fides of the Euphrates. By the ceconomy in 
peace, his territories were replenilhed with Latin 
and Syrian fubje&s ; his magazines with corn. 


7 1 The primitive record of the family, is a pafTage of the con- 
tinuator of Aimoin, a monk of Fleury, who wrote in the xii'h 
century. See his Chronicle, in the Hiftorians of France (tom. xi. 
p. a?6.\ . . . 

U 4 wine. 
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chap, wine, and oil ; his caftles with gold and filver, 

^ . with arms and horfes. In a holy warfare of 

thirty years, he was alternately a conqueror and 
a captive ; but he died like a foldier, in an horfe- 
litter at the' head of his troops ; and his lafl 
glance beheld the flight of the Turkilh invaders 
who had prefumed on his age and infirmities. 
His fon and fucceflfor, of the fame name, was 
lefs deficient in valour than in vigilance ; but 
he fometimes forgot that dominion is acquired 
and maintained by the fame arts. He challenged 
the hoftility of the Turks, without fecuring the 
friendfhip of the prince of Antioch ; and, amidfl; 
the peaceful luxury of Turbeflel, in Syria 7 *, 
Jofcelin negle&ed the defence of the Chriftian 
frontier beyond the Euphrates. In his abfence, 
Zenghi, the firfl: of the Atabeks, befieged and 
{formed his capital, Edefia, which was feebly de- 
fended by a timorous and difloyal crowd of Ori- 
entals ; the Franks were oppreflfed in a bold at- 
tempt for its recovery, and Courtenay ended his 
„ days in the prifon of Aleppo. He {fill left a fair 
and ample patrimony. But the vi&orious Turks 
oppreffed on all fides the weaknefs of a widow 
and orphan j and, for the equivalent of an an- 
nual penfion, they refigned to the Greek emperor 
the charge of defending, and the fhame of lofing, 
the laft relics of the Latin conqueft. The coun- 
tefs-dowager of Edefla retired to Jerufalem with 
her two children : the daughter, Agnes, became 


7* Turbeflel, or as it is now ftyled Telbefher, is fixed by 
d'Anville four-and-twenty miles from the great pallage over the 
Euphrates at Zeugma, 
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the wife and mother of a king ; the fon, Jofcelin chap. 
the third, accepted the office of fenefchal, the . p 

firft of the kingdom, and held his new eftates in ■ 
Paleftiae by the fervice of fifty knights. His 
name appears with honour in all the tranfa&ions 
* of peace and war ; but he finally vanifhes in the 
fall of Jerufalem ; and the name of Courtenay, in 
this branch of Edeffa, was loft by the marriage 
of his two daughters with a French and a Ger- 
man baron 7J . 

II. While Jofcelin reigned beyond the Eu- It- The 
phrates, his elder brother Milo, the fon of Jofce- nays „f 
lin, the fon of Atho, continued, near the Seine, France ' 
to poffefs the caftle of their fathers, which was at } 
length inherited by Rainaud, or Reginald, the 
youngeft of his three fons. Examples of genius 
or virtue inuft be rare in the annals of the oldeft 
families ; and, in a remote age, their pride will ' . 
embrace a deed of rapine and violence j fuch, 
however, as could not be perpetrated without 
fome fuperiority of courage, or, at leaft, of power. . 

A defcendant of Reginald of Courtenay may blulh 
for the public robber, who ftripped and impri- 
foned feveral merchants, after they had fatisfied 
the king’s duties, at Sen's and Orleans. He will 
glory in the offence, fince the bold offender could 
not be compelled to obedience and reftitution till 
the regent and the count of Champagne prepared 


75 His pofleflions are diftinguifhed in the A (fifes of Jerufalem 
(c. 316.) among the feudal tenures of the kingdom, which mult 
therefore have been colletted between the years 1153 and 1187. 
$is pedigree may be found in the Lignages d’Outremer, c. 16. 

to 
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c h ap. to march againfl him at the head of an army 74 . 
v Reginald bellowed his ellates on his eldeft daugh- 

ter, and his daughter on the feventh fon of king 
Their al- Louis the Fat: and their marriage was crowned 

liance . # 0 

with the with a numerous offspring. We might expert 

Imiy! f ‘ l * that a private Ihould have merged' in a royal 
A - D * name j and that the defcendants of Peter of 
France and Elizabeth of Courtenay would have 
enjoyed the title and honours of princes of the 
blood. But this legitimate claim was long neg- 
leftcd and finally denied ; and the caufes of their 
difgrace will reprefent the fhory of this fecond 
branch, i. Of all the families now extant, the 
mofl ancient, doybtlefs, and the moll illuflrious, 
is the houfe of France, which has occupied the 
fame throne above eight hundred years, and de- 
fcends, in a clear and lineal feries of males, from 
* the middle of the ninth century 75 . In the age 

of 

74 The rapine and fatisfa&ion of Reginald de Courtenay, are 
✓ prepofteroufly arranged in the Epiftles of the abbot and regent 

, Suger (cxiv. cxvi.), the belt memorials of the age (Duchefne, 

Scriptores Hilt. Franc, tom. iv. p. 53 o.). 

75 In the beginning of the xi l h century, after naming the father 

and grandfather of Hugh Capet, the monk Glaber is obliged to 
add, cujus genus valde in-ante reperitur obfeurum. Yet we are 
allured that the great grandfather of Hugh Capet was Robert the 
Strong, count of Anjou (A. D. 863—873), a noble Frank of 
Neuftria, Neufcricus .... generofs: llirpis, who was (lain in 
the defence of his country agairilt the Normans, dum patrioe 
lines tuebatur. Beyond Robert, all is conjecture or fable. It ?s 
a probable conjecture, that the third race defeended from the 
fecond by Childebrand, the brother of Charles Martel. It is an 
abfurd fable, that the fecond was allied to the firlt by the marriage 
of Anlbert, a Roman fenator and the anceftor of St. Arnold, with 
Blitilde, a daughter of Clotaire I. The Saxon origin of the houle 
of France is an ancient but incredible opinion. See a judicious 
> • memoir 
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of the crufades, it was already revered both in the Cii A p. 
Eafl and Weft. But from Hugh Capet to the , ^ ' , 

marriage of Peter, no more than five reigns or 
generations had elapfed ; and fo precarious was 
their title, that the eldeft fons, as a neceflary pre- 
caution, were previoufly crowned during the life- 
time of their fathers. The peers of France have 
long maintained their precedency before the 
younger branches of the royal line ; nor had the 
princes of the blood, in the twelfth century, ac- 
quired that hereditary Iuftre which is now diffufed 
over the raoft remote candidates for the fucceflion, 

2. The barons of Courtenay mull, have ftood high 
in their own estimation, and in that of the world, 
fince they could impofe on the fon of a king 
. the obligation of adopting for himfelf and all his 
defcendants the name and arms of their daughter 
and his wife. In the marriage of an heirefs with 
her inferior or her equal, fuch exchange was often 
required and allowed : but as they continued to 
diverge from the regal Item, the fons of Louis the 
Fat were infenfibly confounded with their ma- 
ternal anceftors ; and the new Courtenays might 
deferve to forfeit the honours of their birth, 
which a motive of intereft had tempted them to 
renounce. 3. The fliame was far more perma- 
nent than the reward, and a momentary blaze 
was followed by a long darknefs. The eldeft fon 
of thefe nuptials, Peter of Courtenay, had mar- 
ried, as I have already mentioned, the filter of the 

memoir of M. de Foncemagrte (Memoires de l’Academie des Iu- 
fcriptions, tom. xx. p. 548— 579.). He had promifed to declare 
his own opinion in a fecond memoir, which has never appeared. 

< . counts 
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chap, counts of Flanders, the two firft emperors of 

L ^ Conftantinople : he rafhly accepted the invitation 
of the barons of Romania ; his two fons, Robert 
and Baldwin, fucceflively held and loft the remains 
of the Latin empire in the Eaft, and the grand- 
daughter of Baldwin the fecond again mingled 
her blood with the blood of France and of Valois. 
To fupport the expences of a troubled and tranfi- 
tory reign, their patrimonial eftates were mort- 
gaged or fold ; and the laft emperors of Conftan- 
tinople depended on the annual charity of Rome 
and Naples. 

While the elder brothers difiipated their wealth 
in romantic adventures, and the caftle of Cour- 
tenay was profaned by a plebeian owner, the 
younger branches of that adopted name were pro- 
pagated and multiplied. But their fplendour was 
clouded by poverty and time : after the deceafe of 
Robert, great butler of France, they defended' 
from princes to barons ; the next generations 
were confounded with the fimple gentry ; the de- 
fendants of Hugh Capet could no longer be vifi- 
ble in the rural lords of Tanlay and of Champig- 
nelles. The more adventurous embraced without 
dilhonour the profeflion of a foldier : the leaft 
a&ive and opulent might fink, like their coufins 
of the branch of Dreux, into the condition of 
peafants. Their royal defcent, in a dark period 
of four hundred years, became each day more 
obfolete and ambiguous : and their pedigree, in- 
ftead of being enrolled in the annals of the king- 
dom, muft be painfully fearched by the minute 
diligence of heralds and genealogifts. It was not 

till 
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till the end of the fixteenth century, on the accef- chap. 
fion of a family almoft as remote as their own, . . 

that the princely fpirit of the Courtenays again 
revived j and the queftion of the nobility, pro- 
voked them to alfert the royalty, of their blood. 

They appealed to the juftice and compafiion of 
Henry the fourth ; obtained a favourable opinion 
from twenty lawyers of Italy and Germany, and 
modeftly compared themfelves to the defcendants 
of king David, whofe prerogatives were not im- 
paired by the lapfe of ages or the trade of a car- 
penter 70 . But every ear was deaf, and every cir- 
cumftance was adverfe, to their lawful claims. 

The Bourbon kings were juftified by the negleft 
of the Valois : the princes of the blood more re- 
cent and lofty, difdained the alliance of this hum- 
ble kindred: the parliament, without denying 
their proofs, eluded a dangerous precedent by an 
arbitrary diftin&ion, and eftablifhed St. Louis as 
the firft father of the royal line 71 . A repetition 

of 


7 6 Of the various petitions, apologies, See. publiihed by the 
princes of Courtenay, I have feen the three following, all in 
oftavo •• i. De Stirpe et Origine Domus de Courtenay : addita 
funt Refponfa celeberrimorum Europae Jurifconfultorum : Paris, 
1607. a. Reprefentation du Procede tenu a 1 ’inftance faifte de- 
vant le Roi, par Meflieurs de Courtenay, pour la confervation de 
l’Honneur et Dignite de leur Maifon, branche de la rovalle Mai- 
fonde France: a Paris, i6ij. 3. Reprefentation du fubjeCt qui a 
porteMe flieurs de Salles et de Fraville, de la Maifon de Courte- 
nays, a fe retirer hors du Royaume, 1614. It was an homicide, 
for which the Courtenays expected to be pardoned, or tried, a» 
princes of the blood. 

"7 The fenfe of the parliaments is thus exprefiedby Thuanus : 
Principis nomcn nufquam in Gallia tributum, nili iis qui per 
mares e regibus noftris originem repetunt : qui nunc tantum a 
Ludovico nono beats memoriae numerantur : nam Car tin xi et 

9 Drocenfes, 
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chap, of complaints and protefts was repeatedly difre- 
, , garded : and the hopelefs purfuit was terminated 

in the prefent century by the death of the laft 
male of the family 7 ®. Their painful and anxious 
fituation was alleviated by the pride of confcious 
virtue : they fternly rejefted the temptations of 
fortune and favour ; and a dying Courtenay would 
have facrificed his fon, if the youth could have 
renounced, for any temporal intereft, the right 
and title of a legitimate prince of the blood of 
Erance 79 . 

III. According to the old regifter of Ford Ab- 
hey, the Courtenays of Devonfhire are defcended 
from prince Florus , the fecond fon of Peter, and 
the grandfon of Louis the Fat !0 . This fable of 
the grateful or venal Monks was too refpectfully 

Drocenfes, a Ludovico era (To genus ducentes, hodie inter cos 
minime recenfentur. A Idiftinftion of expediency, rather than 
juftice. The fanftity of Louis IX. could not invclt him with any 
fpecial prerogative, and all the defeendants of Hugh Capet mult 
be included in his original compadt with the French nation. 

7 8 The lait male of the Courtenays was Charles Roger, who 
died in the year 1730, without leaving any fons. The laft female 
was Helene de Courtenay, who married Louis de Beaufrcmont. . 
Her title of Princefle du Sang Royal de France, was fupprefled 
(February 7'h, 1737) by an arret of the parliament of Paris. 

10 The Angular anecdote to which I allude, is related in the 
Recueil des Pieces interefiantes ct peu connues (Maeftricht, 
1786, in 4 vols. iz ra0 ) ; and the unknown editor quotes his 
author, who had received it from Helene de Courtenay, marquife 
de Beaufremont. 

80 Dugdale, Monafticon Anglicanum, vol. i. p. 786. Yet this 
fable mult have been invented before the reign of Edward III. 
The profufe devotion of the three firft generations to Ford abbey, 
was followed by oppreflion on one fide and ingratitude on the 
other; and in the fixth generation, the monks ceafed to regifter 
the births, adlions, and deaths of their patrons. 

enter- 
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entertained by our antiquaries, Cambden s ‘-and CHAP. 
Ougdale 81 : but it is fo clearly repugnant to truth . 

and time, that the rational pride of the family 
now refufes to accept this imaginary founder. 

Their mod faithful hiftorians believe, that after 
giving his daughter to the king’s fon, Reginald 
of Courtenay abandoned his poffeffions in France, 
and obtained from the Englifh monarch a fecond 
wife and a new inheritance. It is certain, at 
leaft, that Henry the fecond diltinguilhed in his 
camps and councils, a Reginald, of the name 
and arms, and, as it may be fairly prefumed, of 
the genuine race, of the Courtenays of France. 

The right of wardfhip enabled a feudal lord to 
reward his vaflal with the marriage and eftate of 
a noble heirefs ; and Reginald of Courtenay ac- 
quired a fair eftablilhment in Devonfhire, where 
his pofterity has been feated above fix hundred 
years 8 *. From a Norman baron, Baldwin de 
Brioniis, who had been inverted by the Conqueror, 

Hawife, the wife of Reginald, derived the honour 
of Okehampton, which was held by the fervice of 
ninety-three knights ; and a female might claim 
the manly offices of hereditary vifcount or IherifF, 
and of captain of the royal caftle of Exeter. Their 

*' In his Britannia, in the lift of the earls of Devonlhire. Hit 
expreflion, e regio fanguine ortos credunt, betrays however fome 
doubt or fufpicion. 

81 In his Baronage, P. i. p. 634. he refers to his own Monafti- 
con. Should he not have corrected the regiftcr of Ford abbey, 
and annihilated the phantom Floras, by the unqucftionablc evi- 
dence of the French hiftorians i 

** Belides the third and melt valuable book of Cleaveland’s 
lliftory, I have confulted Dugdale, the father of our genealo- 
gical fcience (Baronage, P. i. p. 6 34— 643.). 

7 fon 
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c it A p. fon Robert married the filter of the earl of Devon ; 

LXI • 7 

. ^ ‘ . at the end of a century, on the failure of the 

family of Rivers *\ his great-grandfon, Hugh the 
fecond, fucceeded to a title which was ftill con- 
fidered as a territorial dignity ; and twelve earls 
The earls of Devonfhire, of the name of Courtenay, have 
fhire. CV ° n ~ fourifhed in a period of two hundred and twenty 
years. They were ranked among, the chief of 
„ the barons of the realm ; nor was it till after a 
ftrenuous difpute, that they yielded to the fief of 
Arundel, the firft place in the parliament of Eng- 
land : their alliances were contrafted with the 
noblelt families, the Veres, Defpenfers, St. Johns, 
Talbots, Bohuns, and even the Plantagenets 
themfelves ; and in a conteft with John of- Lan- 
cafter, a Courtenay, bifhop of London, and after- 
ward^ archbifhop of Canterbury, might be accufed 
of profane confidence in the ftrength and number 
of his kindred. In peace, the earls of Devon 
refided in their numerous caftles and manors of 
the weft : their ample revenue was appropriated 
to devotion and hofpitality ; and the epitaph of 
Edward, furnamed, from his misfortune, the 
blind , from his virtues, the good, earl, inculcates 
with much ingenuity a moral fentence, which 
may however be abufed by thoughtlefs generofity. 
After a grateful commemoration of the fifty-five 
years of union and happinefs, which he enjoyed 
with Mabel his wife, the good earl thus fpeaks 
from the tomb : 

*+ This great family, de Ripnariis, de Redvers, de Rivers, 
ended, in Edward the Firft’s time, in Ifabclla de Fortibus, a 
famous and potent dowager, who long furvived her brother and 
buiband (Dugdale, Baronage, P. i. p. *54—2,57.). 

What 
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What we gave, we have ; 

What we fpent, we had ; 

What we left, we loft ,5 . 

But their Ioffes, in this fenfe, were far fuperior to 
their gifts and expellees ; and their heirs, not Iefs 
than the poor, were the objefts of their paternal 
care. The Jums which they paid for livery 
and feifin, atteft the greatnefs of their poffef- 
fions ; and feveral eftates have remained in their 
family fince the thirteenth and fourteenth centu- 
ries. In' war, the Courtenays of England ful- 
filled the duties, and deferved the honours, of 
chivalry. They were often entrufted to levy and 
command the militia of Devonfhire and Cornwall ; • 
they often attended their fupreme lord to the 
borders of Scotland ; and in foreign fervice, for 
a ftipulated price, they fometimes maintained 
fourfeore men at arms and as many archers. By 
fea and land they fought under the ftandard of 
the Edwards and Henries : their names are con- 
fpicuous in battles, in tournaments, and in the 
original lift of the order of the garter ; three 
brothers fhared the Spanifh victory of the Black 
Prince ; and in the lapfe of fix generations, the 
Englilh Courtenays had learned to defpife the 
nation and country from which they derived their 
origin. In the quarrel of the two rofes, the earls 
of Devon adhered to the houfe of Lancafter, and 


3°5 

CHAP. 

LXI. 

V— v— — * 


Cleaveland, p. 141. By fome, it is afligned to a Rivers earl of 
Devon : but the Engliih denotes the xv^, rather than the xiii cS , 
century. 


Vol. XI. X 


three 
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C LXI^ P ’ t ^ lree brothers fucceffively died, either, in the 

■_ r - -1 , » field or on the fcaffold. Their honours and eftates 
were reftored by Henry the feventh ; a daughter 
of Edward the fourth was not difgraced by the 
nuptials of a Courtenay ; their fon, who was 
created marquis of Exeter, enjoyed the favour of 
his coufm Henry the eighth ; and in the camp of 
Cloth of Gold, he broke a lance againft the 
French monarch. But the favour of Henry was 
the prelude of difgrace ; his difgrace was the 
fignal of death ; and of the victims of the jealous 
tyrant, the marquis of Exeter is one of the molt 
noble and guiltlefs. His fon Edward lived a pri- 
foner in the Tower, and died an exile at Padua ; 
and the fecret love of queen Mary, whom he 
flighted, perhaps for the princefs Elizabeth, has 
ftied a romantic colour on the ftory of this beau- 
tiful youth. The relics of his patrimony were 
conveyed into ftrange families by the marriages 
of his four aunts; and his perfonal honours, as 
if they had been legally extinft, were revived by 
the patents of fucceeding princes. But there ftill 
furvived a lineal defendant of Hugh the firft earl 
of Devon, a younger brhnch of the Courtenays, 
who have been feated at Powderham caftle above 
four hundred years from the reign of Edward the 
third to the prefent hour. Their eftates have 
been encreafed by the grant and improvement of 
lands in Ireland, and they have been recently re- 
ftored to the honours of the peerage. Yet the 
Courtenays ftill retain the plaintive motto, which 
afierts the innocence, and deplores the fall, of 

their 
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their ancient houfe 86 . While they figh for part chap. 
greatnefs, they are doubtlefs fenfible of prefent P 

bleffingS: in the long feries of the Courtenay annals, 
the moll fplendid tera is likewife the molt un- 
fortunate ; nor can an opulent peer of Britain be 
inclined to envy the emperors of Conftantinople, 
who wandered over Europe to folicit alms for the 
fupport of their dignity and the defence of their 
capital. 

Vbi hpfus! Quid f"i ? a motto which was probably adopted 
by the Powdcrhatn branch, after the lofsof the earldom of De- 
vonlhire, &c. The primitive arms of the Courtenays were, or, 
thrtc tortcaux , guUi , which frem to denote their affinity with God- 
frey of bouillon, and the ancient counts of Boulogne. 
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CHAP. LXII. 

- I ' 

The Greek Emperors of Nice and Conflantinoplc . — 
Elevation and Reign of Michael Palceologus . — 
His falfe Union with the Pope and the Latin 
Church. — Hojlile Deigns of Charles of Anjou . 
— - Revolt of Sicily. — War of the Catalans in Afia 
and Greece. — Revolutions and prefent State of 
Athens. 

T H E lofs of Conftantinople reflored a mo- 
mentary vigour to the Greeks. From 
their palaces, the princes and nobles were 
driven into the field ; and the fragments of the 
falling monarchy were grafped by the hands of 
the moll vigorous or the moll fkilful candidates. 
In the long and barren pages of the Byzantine 
annals *, it would not be an eafy talk to equal the 
two characters of Theodore Lafcaris and John 
Ducas Vataces % who , replanted and upheld the 
Roman ftandard at Nice in Bithynia. The dif- 
ference of their virtues was happily fuited to the 

* For the reigns of the Nicene emperors, more cfpecially of 
John Vataces and his fon, their minifter, George Acropolita, is 
the only genuine contemporary : but George Pachymer re- 
turned to Conftantinople with the Greeks, at the age of nineteen 
(Hanckius, de Script. Byzant. 0.33,34. p. 564 — 578. Fabric. 
Bibliot. Grtcc. tom. vi. p. 448 — 460.). Yet the hiftory of Nice- 
phoros Gregoras, though of the xiv'h century, is a valuable nar- 
rative fr. m the taking of Conftantinople by the Latins. 

1 Nicephorus Gregoras (1. ir. c. 1.) diftinguilhefc between the 
•;tn If/x-. of Lafcaris, and the ivr* 8 ua of Vataces. The two por- 
traits are in a very good ltylc. 

diverfity 
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diverfity of their fituation. In his firft efforts, C h^a p. 
the fugitive Lafcaris commanded only three cities . 

and two thoufand foldiers : his reign was the 
feafon of generous and aftive defpair : in every 
military operation he flaked his life and crown ; 
and his enemies, of the Hellefpont and the Me- 
ander, were furprifed by his celerity and fubdued 
by his boldnefs. A victorious reign of eighteen 
years expanded the principality of Nice to the 
magnitude of an empire. The throne of his fuc- John Dn- 
ceffor and Ion-in-law Vataces was founded on a tace8> 
more foiid bafis, a larger fcope, and more plenti- 
ful refources ; and it was the temper, as well as 1255, 
the intereft, of Vataces to calculate the rifk, to ’ Qit ' 3 °' 
expert the moment, and to enfure the fuccefs, 
of his ambitious defigns. In the decline of the 
Latins, 1 have briefly expofed the progrefs of the 
Greeks ; the prudent and gradual advances of a 
conqueror, who, in a reign of thirty-three years, 
refcued the provinces from national and foreign 
ufurpers, till he preffed on all Tides the Imperial 
city, a leaflefs and faplefs trunk which mufl fall 
at the firft ftroke of the axe. But his interior 
and peaceful adminiflration is flill more deferving 
of notice and praife 3 . The calamities of the 
times had wafted the numbers and the fubftance 
of the Greeks : the motives and the means of 
agriculture were extirpated ; and the moft fertile 
lands were left without cultivation or inhabitants. 

A portion of this vacant property was occupied 

1 Pachymer, 1. i. c. 23 , 24 . Nic. Greg. 1. ii. c. 6 . The reader 
of the Byzantines mult obferve how rarely we are indulged vvith 
fuch precious details. 

• X 3 and 
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C lxi\ anc ^ unproved 'by the command, and for the be- 
nefit, of the emperor : a powerful hand and a 
vigilant eye fupplied and furpafled, by a fkilful 
management, the minute diligence of a private 
farmer : the royal domain became the garden 
and granary of Afia ; and without impoverifhing 
the people, the fovereign acquired a fund of in- 
nocent and productive wealth. According to the 
nature of the foil, his lands were Town with corn 
or planted with vines : the paftures were filled 
with horfes and oxen, with fheep and hogs ; and 
when Vataces prefented to the emprefs a crown 
of diamonds and pearls, he informed her with a 
fmile that this precious ornament arofe from the 
fale of the eggs of his innumerable poultry. The 
produce of his domain was applied to the main- 
tenance of his palace and hofpitals, the calls of 
dignity and benevolence : the leffon was ftill 

. - more ufeful than the revenue : the plough was 
reftored to its ancient fecurity and honour ; and 
the nobles were taught to feek a fure and inde- 
pendent revenue from their eflates, inftead of 
adorning their fplendid beggary by the oppreffion 
of the people, or (what is almoll the fame) by 
, the favours of the court. The fuperfluous flock 
of corn and cattle was eagerly purchafed by the 
Turks, with whom Vataces preserved a ftrict and 
fincere alliance ; but he difeouraged the impor- 
tation of foreign manufactures, the coflly filks of 
the Eaft, and the curious labours of the Italian 
looms. “ The demands of nature and neceflity,” 
was he accuftomed to fay, “ are indifpenfable ; 
“ but the influence of fafhion may rife and fink 
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u at the breath of a monarch and both his c H a p. 

I XII 

precept and example recommended fimplicity of . * . 

manners and the ufe of domeftic induftry. The 
education of youth and M the revival of learning 
■were the moft ferious objects of his care ; and, 
without deciding the precedency, he pronounced 
with truth, that a prince and a philofopher 4 are 
the two moll eminent characters of human fociety. 

His firft wife was Irene, the daughter of Theo- 
dore Lafcaris, a woman more illuflrious by her 
perfonal merit, the milder virtues of her lex, 
than by the blood of the Angeli and Comneni, 
that flowed in her veins, and tranfmitted the in- 
heritance of the empire. After her death he 
was contracted to Anne or Conftance, a natural 
daughter of the emperor Frederic the fecond j but 
as the bride had not attained the years of puberty, 

Vataces placed in his folitary bed an Italian dam- 
fel of her train ; and his amorous weaknefs be- 
llowed on the concubine the honours, though 
not the title, of lawful emprefs. His frailty was 
cenfured as a flagitious and damnable fin by the 
monks ; and their rude inveCtives exercifed and 
difplayed the patience of the royal lover. A phi- 
lofophic age may excufe a fingle vice, which was 
redeemed by a crowd of virtues ; and in the 
review of hi§ faults, and the more intemperate 
paffions of Lafcaris, the judgment of their con- 
temporaries was foftened by gratitude to the fe- 

U»« y<t? a'xwruf tneftafOTtmi 0 aa-ikfu; uai $1*5 

(Greg. Acropol. c. 32.). The emperor, in a familiar conver- 
fation, examined and encouraged the ftudies of his future logo- 
thete, / 

X 4 cond 
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cond founders of the empire \ The flaves of the 
Latins, without law or peace, applauded the hap- 
pinefs of their brethren who had refumed their 
national freedom ; and Vataces employed the 
laudable policy of convincing the Greeks of every 
dominion that it was 'their intereft to be enrolled 
in the number of his fubje&s. 

A ftrong fhade of degeneracy is vifible between 
John Vataces and his fon Theodore ; between 
the founder who fuftained the weight, and the 
heir who enjoyed the fplendour, of the Imperial 
crown 8 . Yet the character of Theodore was not 
devoid of energy ; he had been educated in the 
fchool of his father, in the exercife .of war and 
hunting : Conftantinople was yet fpared ; but in 
the three years of a fhort reign, he thrice led his 
armies into the heart of Bulgaria. His virtues 
were fullied by a choleric and fufpicious temper : 
the firft of thefe may be afcribed to the ignorance 
of controul ; and the fecond might naturally arife 
from a dark and imperfc£t view of the corruption 
of mankind. On a march in Bulgaria, he con- 
fulted on a queftion of policy his principal mini- 
flers ; and the Greek logothete, George Acro- 
polita, prefumed to offend him by the declaration 
.of a free and honefl opinion. The emperor half- 


5 Compare Acropolita (c. 18. ji.), and the two firft books of 
Nicephoros Gregoras. 

•* A Perfian fayinfc, that Cyrus was the father, and Darius the 
mafier, of his fubjedts, was applied to Vataces and his fon. But 
Pachymer (1. i c. *3.) has miltaken the mild Darius for the cruel 
Camhyfes, defpot or tyrant of his people. By the inftitution of 
taxes, Darius had incurred the lefs odious, but more contemp- 
tible, name qf k«7pi>.«, merchant or broker (Herodotus, iii. 89.). 

unfheathed 
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ttnfheathed his fcymetar ; but his more deliberate chap. 
rage referved Acropolita for a bafer punifhment. 

One of the firft officers of the empire was ordered 
to difmount, ftripped of his robes, and extended 
on the ground in the prefence of the prince and 
army. In this poflure he was chaftifed with fo 
many and fuch heavy blows from the clubs of 
two guards or executioners, that when Theodore 
commanded them to ceafe, the great logothete 
was fcarcely able to arife and crawl away to his 
tent. After a feclufion of fome days, he was 
recalled by a peremptory mandate to his feat in 
council ; and fo dead were the Greeks to the fenfe 
of honour and Ihame, that it is from the narrative 
of the fufferer himfelf that we acquire the know, 
ledge of his difgrace 7 . , The cruelty of the empe- 
ror was exafperated by the pangs of ficknefs, the 
approach of a premature end, and the fufjpicion 
of poifon and magic. The lives and fortunes, 
the eyes and limbs, of his kinfmen and nobles, 
were facrificed to each Tally of paffion ; and be- 
fore he died, the fon of ,Vataces might deferve 
from the people, or at lead; from the court, the 
appellation of tyrant. A matron of the family 
of the Palasologi had provoked his . anger by re- 
filling to bellow her beauteous daughter on the 
vile plebeian who was recommended by his ca- 
price. Without regard to her birth or age, her 

7 Acropolita (c. 63.) feems to admire his own firmnefs in fuf- 
taining a beating, and not returning to council till he was called. 

He relates the exploits of Theodore, and his own fervices, from 
c. 53. to c. 74. of his hiliory. See the third book of Nicephori)* 

Gregor as. . , 

body, 
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body, as high as the neck, was inclofed in a fack 
with leveral cats, who were pricked with pins to 
irritate their fury againft their unfortunate fellow- 
captive. In his lalt hours, the emperor teftified 
a wilh to forgive and be forgiven, a juft anxiety 
for the fate of J'ohn his fon and fucceffor, who, 
at the age of eight years, was condemned to the 
dangers of a long minority. His laft choice en- 
trusted the office of guardian to the fanttity of 
the patriarch Arfenius, and to the courage of 
George Muzalon, the great domeftic, who was' 
equally diflinguifhed by the royal favour and the 
public hatred. Since their connexion with the 
Latins, the names and privileges of hereditary 
rank had infinuated themfelves into the Greek 
monarchy ; and the noble families 8 w r ere pro- 
voked by the elevation of a worthlefs favourite, 
to whofe influence they imputed the errors and 
calamities of the late reign. In the firft council , 1 
after the emperor’s death, Muzalon, from a lofty 
throne, , pronounced a laboured apology of hit 
conduct and intentions : his modefty was fub- 
dued by an unanimous affurance of efteem and 
fidelity ; and his moft inveterate enemies were 
the loudeft to falute him as the guardian and 
faviour of the Romans. Eight days were fuffi- 
cient to prepare the execution of the confpiracy. 
On the ninth, the obfequies of the deceafed mo- 
narch were folemnifed in the cathedral of Mag- 


* P.ictiymer (1. i. c. ai.) names and diferiminates fifteen or 
twenty Greek families, *•> i^«i «xxti, iit » f4<ya\iytrn( mifx *<•> 
tvyini-tfrc. Does.he mean, by this decoration, a figurative, or 
a real golden chain i Perhaps, both. 

1 nefia. 
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nefia °, an Afiatic city, where he expired, on the c H A p - 
banks of the Herrnus and at the foot of mount LXI1 - 
Sipylus. The holy rites were interrupted by a ' ' 

fedition of the guards : Muzalon, his brothers, 
and his adherents, were maflacred at the foot of 
the altar ; and the abfent patriarch was affociated 
with a new colleague, with Michael Palseolo- 
gus, the moll illultrious, in birth and merit, of 
the Greek nobles 

Of thofe who are proud of their anceftors, the family 
far greater part mull be content with local or rafter of 
domeftic renown ; and few there are who dare p^oio- 
truft the memorials of their family to the publip sus. 
annals of their country. As early as the middle 
of the eleventh century, the noble race of the 
Palasologi “ Hands high and confpicuous in the 
Byzantine hiftory : it was the valiant George 
Palaeologus who placed the father of the Com- 
neni on the throne ; and his kinfmen or defend- 
ants continue, in each generation, to lead the 
armies and councils of the ftate. The purple was 
not difhonoured by their alliance j and had the 

9 The old geographers, with Cellarius and d'Anville, and our 
travellers, particularly Pocock and Chandler, will teach us to 
diftinguifh the two Magnefias of Afia Minor, of the Maeander 
and of Sipylus. The latter, our prefent objeft, is fiill Hourilh- 
ingfor a Turkilh city, and lies eight hours, or leagues, to the 
north-eaft of Smyrna (Tournefort, Voyage du Levant, tom. iii. 
kttre xxii. p. 365 — 370. Chandler’s Travels into Alia Minor, 

P- *670. 

,D See Acropolita (c. 73, 76, &c.), who lived too near the 
times ; Pachymer (1. i. c. 13— aj.), Gregoras (1. iii. c. 3, 4, 5.). 

11 The pedigree of Palocologus is explained by Ducange (Famil. 

Byzant. p. 230, &c.): the events of his private life are related 
by Pachymer (I. i. c. 7 — 12.) and Gregoras (1, ii. 8. 1. iii. 2. 4. 

1. iv. i.), with vifible favour to the father of the reigning dy- 
nafty, 
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CHAP, law of fucceffion, and female fucceffion, been 
. ftri&ly obferved, the wife of Theodore Lafcaris 
mull have yielded to her elder filler, the mother 
of Michael Palseologus, who afterwards raifed 
his family to the throne. In his perfon, the 
fplendour of birth was dignified by the merit of 
the foldier and ftatefman : in his early youth lie 
was promoted to the office of conflable or com- 
mander of the French mercenaries ; the private 
. expence of a day never exceeded three pieces of 
gold ; but his ambition was rapacious and pro- 
fufe ; and his gifts were doubled by the graces 
of his converfation and manners. The love of 
the foldiers and people excited the jealoufv of the 
court ; and Michael thrice efcaped from the 
dangers in which he was involved by -his own 
imprudence or that of his friends. I. Under the 
reign of Jultice and Vataces, a difpute arofe 11 
between two officers, one of whom accufed the 
other of maintaining the hereditary right of the 
Palseologi. The caufe was decided, according 
to the new jurifprudence of the Latins, by fingle 
combat : the defendant was overthrown ; but 

he perfifted in declaring that himfelf alone was 
guilty ; and that he had uttered thefe raffi or 
treafonable fpeeches without the approbation 
or knowledge of his patron. Yet a cloud of 
fuf'picion hung over the innocence of the con- 
Itable : he was flill purfued by the whifpers of 
malevolence j and a Tubtle courtier, the arch- 

** Acropolitn (c. 50.) relates the circumftanccs of this cu- 
rious adventure, which feem to have efcaped the more recent 
writers. • ■ • • 

4 bifnop 
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bifhop of Philadelphia, urged him to accept the c p. 

judgment of God in the fiery proof of the or- » t 

deal ,3 . Three days before the trial, the patient’s 
arm was inclofed in a bag, and fecured by the' 
royal fignet ; and it was incumbent on him to 
bear a red-hot ball of iron three times from the 
altar to the rails of the fancluary, without artifice 
and without injury. Pakeologus eluded the dan- 
gerous experiment with fenfe and pleafantry. 

“ I am a foldier,” faid he, “ and will boldly 
“ enter the lifts with my accufer6 : but a layman, 

“ a fipner like myfelf, is not endowed with the 
“ gift of miracles, lour piety, moft holy pre- 
“ late, may deferve the interpofition of heaven, 

“ and from your hands I will receive the fiery 
“ globe, the pledge of my innocence.” The 
archbiftiop ftarted ; the emperor fmiled ; and the 
abfolution or pardon of Michael was approved by 
new rewards and new fervices. II. In the fuc- 
ceeding reign, as he held the government of 
Nice, he was fecretly informed, that the mind 
of the abfent prince was poifoned with jealoufy ; 
and that death, or biindnefs, would be his final 
reward. Inftead of awaiting the return and fen- 
tence of Theodore, the conftable, with fome fol- 
lowers, efcaped from the city and the empire ; 
and though he was plundered by the Turkmans 
of the defert, he found an hofpitable refuge in 


*3 Pnchymer (1. i. c. n.), who fpeaks with proper contempt 
of this bartjarous trial, affirms, that he had feen in his youth 
many perfons who had fuftained, without injury, the fiery or- 
deal. As a Greek, he is credulous: but the ingenuity of the 
Greeks might furniffi fome remedies of art or fraud againft their 
owe fuperiUtion, or that of their tyrant, 

the 
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the court of the fultan. In the ambiguous ftate 
of an exile, Michael reconciled the duties of 
gratitude and loyalty : drawing his fword againfl 
the Tartars ; admonifhing the garrifons of the 
Roman limit ; and promoting by his influence, 
the reftoration of peace, in which his pardon and 
recall were honourably included. III. While he 
guarded the Weft againft the defpot of F.pirus, 
Michael was again fufpe&ed and condemned in 
the palace ; and fuch was his loyalty or weak- 
nefs, that he fubmitted to be led in chains above 
fix hundred miles from Durazzo to Nice. The 
civility of the meflenger alleviated his difgrace ; 
the emperor’s ficknefs difpelled his danger ; and 
the laft breath of Theodore, which recommended 
his infant fon, at once acknowledged the inno- 
cence and the power of Palseologus. 

But his innocence had been too unworthily 
treated, and his power was too ftrongly felt, to 
curb an afpiring fubjeft in the fair field that was 
opened to his ambition* 4 . In the council after 
the death of Theodore, he was the firft to pro- 
nounce, and the firft to violate, the oath of alle- 
giance to Muzalon ; and fo dextrous was his con- 
dud, that he reaped the benefit, without incur- 
ring the guilt, or at leaft the reproach, of the fub- 
fequent maflacre. In the choice of a regent, 
he balanced the interefts and paffions of the can- 


* 4 - Without comparing Pachymer to Thucydides or Tacitus, 
I will praife his narrative (1. i. c. 13 — 32 . 1. ii. c. 1 — 9.), which 
purfues the afcent of Palxologus with eloquence, perfpicuity, 
and tolerable freedom, Acropolita is more cautious, and Gre- 

goras more concife. ' • 

, * \ 
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didates ; turned their envy and hatred from him- 
felf again!! each other, and forced every compe- 
titor to own, that after his own claims, thofe of 
Palteologus were beft entitled to the preference. 
Under the title of great duke, he accepted or 
affumed, during a long minority, the adlive powers 
of government ; the patriarch was a venerable 
name; and the factious nobles were feduced, or 
oppreffed, by the afcendant of his genius. The 
fruits of the ceconomy of Vataces were depofited 
in a ftrong caftle on the banks of the Hermus, in 
the cuftody of the faithful V arangians : the con- 
ftable retained his command or influence over the 
foreign troops ; he employed the guards to pof- 
fefs the treafure, and the treafure to corrupt the 
guards ; and whatfoever might be the abufe of 
the public money, his character was above the 
fufpicion of private avarice. By himfclf, or by 
his emiflaries, he ftrove to perfuade every rank 
of fubjedts, that their own profperity would rife 
in juft proportion to the eftablifhment of his 
authority. The weight of taxes was fufpended, 
the perpetual theme of popular complaint ; and 
he prohibited the trials by the ordeal and judicial 
combat. Thefe Barbaric inftitutions were already 
abolifhed or undermined in France ,s and Eng- 
land 16 ; and the appeal to the fword offended the 

fenfc 
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•i The judicial coinhat was abolifhed by St. Louis in his own 
territories j and his example and authority were at length preva- 
lent in France (Ffprit des Loix, 1 . xxviii. c. *9.). 

« 6 In civil cafes Henry II. gave an option to the defendant 1 
Glanvillc prefers the proof by evidence, and that by judicial 
combat is reprobated in the Fleta. Yet the trial by battle has 

7 never 
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chap, fenfe of a civilized * 7 , and the temper of an un- 
lxji. warlike, people. For the future maintenance of 
their wives and children, the veterans were grate- 
ful : the prieft and the philofopher applauded his 
ardent zeal for the advancement of religion and 
learning ; and his vague promife of rewarding 
merit was applied by every candidate to his own 
hopes. , Confcious of the influence of the clergy, 
Michael fuccefsfully laboured to fecure the fuffrage 
of that powerful order. Their expenfive journey 
from Nice to Magnelia, afforded a decent and 
ample pretence : the leading prelates were tempted 
by the liberality of his nofturnal vifits ; and the 
incorruptible patriarc^i was flattered by the ho- 
mage of his new colleague, who led his mule by 
the bridle into the town, and removed to a re- 
fpe&ful diftance the importunity of the crowd. 
Without renouncing his title by royal defcent, 
PaltEologus encouraged a free difcuflion into the 
advantages of eleftive monarchy ; and his adhe- 
rents alked, with the infolence of triumph, what 

never been abrogated in the Englifli law, and it was ordered by 
the judges as late as the beginning of the laft century. 

‘7 Yet an ingenious friend has urged to me in mitigation of this 
practice, i. That in nations emerging from barbarifm, it mode- 
rates the licence of private war and arbitrary revenge. 2. T/jat it 
is lefs abfurd than the trials by the ordeal, or boiling water, or 
the crofs, which it has contributed to abolifli. 3. That it fcrved 
at leait as ateft of perfonal courage; a quality to feldom united 
■with a bafe difpofition, that the danger of the trial might be 
fbme check to a malicious profecutor, and an ufeful barrier againft 
injuftice fupported by power. The gallant and unfortunate earl 
of Surrey might probably have efcaped his unmerited fate, had 
sot his demand of the combat againft his accufcr been over- 
xuled. — 

patient 
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patient would trull his -health, or what merchant chap. 
would abandon his veflel, to the hereditary (kill , ^ , 

- of a phyfician or a pilot ? The youth of the em- 
peror, and the impending dangers of a minority, 
required the fupport of a mature and experienced 
guardian ; of an alfociate, raifed above the envy 
of his equals, and inverted with the name and 
prerogatives of rpyalty. For the intereft of the 
prince and people, -without any felfilh views for 
himfelf or his family, the great duke confented 
to guard and inftrud: the fon of Theodore ; but 
he fighed for the happy moment when he might 
reftore to his firmer hands the adminiftration of 
his patrimony, and enjoy the bleffings of a pri- 
vate rtation. He was firft inverted with the title 
and prerogatives of defpot , which bellowed the 
purple ornaments, and the fecond place in the 
Roman monarchy. It was afterwards agreed 
that John and Michael Ihould be proclaimed as 
joint-emperors, and raifed on the buckler, but 
that the pre-eminence Ihould be referved for the 
birth-right of the former. A mutual league of 
amity was pledged between the royal partners j 
and in cafe of a rupture, the fubjccts were bound, 
by their oath of allegiance, to declare themfelves 
againft the aggrefior, an ambiguous name, the feed 
of difcord 2nd civil war. Palatologds was content ; 
but on the day of the coronation, and in the ca--- 
thedral of Nice, his zealous adherents mart ve- 
hemently urged the juft priority of his age and 
merit. The unfeafonable difpute was eluded by 
poftponing to a more convenient opportunity the 
coronation of John Lafcaris ; and he walked 
Vol. XL V with 
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with a flight diadem in th£ train of his guardian, 
who alone received the Imperial crown from the 
hands of the patriarch. It was not without ex- 
treme reluctance that Arfenius abandoned the 
caufe of his pupil ; but the Varangians brandifhed 
their battle-axes ; a fign of affent was extorted 
from the trembling youth ; and fome voices were 
heard, that the life of a child ihould no longer 
impede the fettlement of the nation. A full 
harvefl of honours and employments was diflri- 
buted among his friends by the grateful Palseo- 
logus. In his own family he created a defpot 
and two febaftocrators ; Alexius Strategopulus 
was decorated with the title of Caefar ; and that 
veteran comrnander foon repaid the obligation, 
by relloring Conftantinople to the Greek em- 
peror. • 1 

It was in the fecond year of his reign, while he 
redded in the palace and gardens of Nymphte- 
um 18 near Smyrna, that the firft meffenger ar- 
rived at the dead of night ; and the flupendous 
intelligence was imparted to Michael, after he had 
been gently waked by the tender precaution of 
his filter Eulogia. The man was unknown or ob- 
feure ; he produced no letters from the victorious 
Csefar ; nor could it eafily be credited after the 
defeat of Vataccs and the recent failure of Palrec- 
logus himfelf, that the capital had been furprifed 


** The fite of Nymphtrum is not clearly defined in ancient or 
modern geography. But from the laft hours of Vataccs (Acro- 
polita, c. 52.), it is evident the palace and gardens of his favou- 
rite refidtnee were in the neighbourhood of Smyrna. Nvmphceuiu 
might be loofely placed in Lydia (Gregoras, l.vi. 6.). 

by 
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by a detachment of eight hundred foldiers. As an c h^a p. 
hoftage, the doubtful author was confined, with . 

the afl'urance of death or an ample recompenfe ; 
and the court was left fome hours in the anxiety 
of hope and fear, till the meflengers of Alexius 
arrived with the authentic intelligence, and dis- 
played the trophies of the conqueft, the fword 
and feeptre ‘ 9 , the bufkins and bonnet i9 , of the 
ufurper Baldwin, which he had dropt in his pre- 
cipitate flight. A general afl'embly of the bifhops, 

Senators, and nobles, was immediately convened, 
and never perhaps was an event received with 
more heartfelt and univerfal joy. In a ftudied 
oration, the new Sovereign of Cqnftantinople 
congratulated his own and the public fortune. 
tc There was a time,” Said he, “ a far diftant 
“ time, when the Roman empire extended to the 
“ Adriatic, the Tigris, and the confines of JEthi- 
** opia. After the lofs of the provinces, our 
v capital itfelf, in thefe laft and calamitous days, 

“ has been wrefted from our hands by the Bar- 
*1* barians of the Weft. From the lowefl ebb, the 
“ tide of profperity has again returned in our 
tc favour j but our profperity. was that of fugi- 
“ lives and exiles ; and when we were alked, 

“ which was the country of the Romans, we, 

*9 This feeptre, the emblem of jufticc and power, was a loop; 
ftaff, fuch as was ufed by the heroes in Homer. By the 1 fitter 
Greeks it was named Dicanice, and the Imperial feeptre was d.f- 
tinguilhed as ufual by the red or purple colour. 

16 AcropoUia affirms (c. 87.), that tins bonnet was -after the 
French fafliion > but from the ruby at the point or fummit, Du- 
v cange (Hilt, de C. P. 1 . v. c. 48, 49.) believes that it was the 
high crowned hat of the Greeks. Could Acropulita inillakc the 
- drefs of his own court ? 

Y 2. “ indi- 
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“ indicated with a blufh the climate of the glot/e 
“ and the quarter of the heavens. The divine 
“ Providence has now reftored to our arms the 
“ city of Conflantine, the facred feat of religion 
**• and empire ; and it will depend on our valour 
“ and condud to render this important acquifi- 
“ tion the pledge and omen of future victories.” 
So eager was the impatience of the prince and 
people, that Michael made his triumphal entry 
into Conftantinople only twenty days after the 
. expulfion of the Latins. The golden gate was 
thrown open at his approach ; the devout con- 
queror difmounted from his horfe ; and a mira- 
culous image of Mary the ConduCtrefs was bor.ne 
before him, that the divine Virgin in perfon might 
appear to conduCt him to the temple of her fon, 
the cathedral of St. Sophia. But after the firfl 
tranfport of devotion and pride, he fighed at the 
dreary profpeCl of folitude and ruin. The palace 
was defiled with fmoke and dirt, and the grofs 
intemperance of the Franks ■, whole ftreets had 
been confumed by fire, or were decayed by the 
injuries of time ; the facred and profane edifices 
were flripped of their ornaments ; and, as if 
they were confeious of their approaching exile, 
the induftrv of the Latins had been confined to 

J 

the work of pillage and deft ruCtion. Trade had 
expired under the preffure of anarchy and diftndls ; 
and the numbers of inhabitants had decreafed 
with the opulence of the city. It was the firft 
care of the Greek monarch to reinftate the nobles 
in the palaces of their fathers ; and the houfes or 
the ground which they occupied were reftored to 

■ the 


Digitized by Google 



OF' THE ROMAN EMPIRE; 3*5 

the families that could exhibit a legal right of C lxu.’ P ’’ 

inheritance. But the far greater part was extintt v— * > 

or loft ; the vacant property had devolved to the 
lord ; he repeopled Conftantinople by a liberal 
invitation to the provinces j and the brave volun- 
teers were feated in the capital which had been 
recovered by their arms. The French barons 
and the principal families had retired with their 
emperor ; but the patient and humble crowd of 
Latins was attached to the country, and indif- 
ferent to the change of mafters. Inftead of ba- 
nilhing the factories of the Pifans, Venetians, 
and Genoefe, the prudent conqueror accepted 
their oaths of allegiance, encouraged their in- 
duftry, confirmed their privileges, and allo'wed 
them to live under the jurifdi&ion of their proper 
magiftrates. Of thefe nations, the Pifans and 
Venetians preferved their refpe&ive quarters in 
the city ; but the fervices and power of the Ge- 
noefe deferved at the fame time the gratitude and 
the jealoufy of the Greeks. Their independent co- 
lony was firft planted at the fea-port town of 
Heraclea in Thrace. They were fpeedily re- 
called and fettled in the exclufive pofleffion of the 
fuburb of Galata, an advantageous poft, in which 
they revived the commerce, and infulted the ma- 
jefty, of the Byzantine empire 

The recovery of Conftantinople was celebrated 
as the sera of a new empire; the conqueror, and ba- 

11 See Pzchymer ( 1 . ii. c. *8—33.), Acropolita (c. 88 ), N’ce- 
phorus Gregoras ( 1 . iv. 7.), and for the treatment of the fubjeift 
Latins, Ducinge ( 1 . V. c. 30, 31,). 

Y 3 alone. 
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chap, alone, and by the fight of the iword, renewed 
. , his coronation in the church of St. Sophia ; 

niilieb the and the name and honours of John Lal'caris, 
emperor, his pupil and lawful fovereign, were infenfi- 
?z6?' hly abolilhed. But his claims Hill lived in 
Pec. 15 . the minds of the people ; and the royal youth 
mull "fpeedily attain the years of manhood and 
ambition. By fear or confcience, Palteologus was 
refrained from dipping his hands in innocent and 
royal blood ; but the anxiety of an ufurper and 
a parent urged him to fecure his throne, by one 
of thofe imperfect crimes fo familiar to the mo- - 
dern Greeks. The lofs of fight incapacitated 
the young prince for the aftive bulinefs of fhe 
world : inftead of the brutal violence of tearing 
out his eyes, the vifual nerve was deltroyed by 
the intenfe glare of a red-hot bafon “, and John 
Lafcaris was removed to a diftant caftle, where 
he fpent many years in privacy and oblivion. 
Such cool and deliberate guilt may feem incom- 
patible with remorfe ; but if Michael could trull 
the mercy of heaven, he was not inaccelfible to 
the reproaches and vengeance of mankind, which 
he had provoked by cruelty and treafon. Hi$ 
cruelty impofed on a fervile court the duties of 
applaufe or filence ; but the clergy had a right to 

*“ This milder invention for extinguilhing the fight, was tried 
by the philofopher Democritus on himfelf, when he fought to 
withdraw his mind from the vifible world : a foolifh ftory ! The 
word abacinare, in Latin and Italian, has furnilhed Ducange 
GlolV. Latin.) with an .opportunity to review the various modes 
of blinding : the more violent were fcooping, burning with an 
iron, or hot vinegar, anil binding the head with a ftrong cord till 
the eyes built from their lockets. Ingenious tyrants ! 

fpeak 
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fpeak in the name of their invifible mafter ; and C H AP. 
their holy legions were led by a prelate, whofe ^ , 

character was above the temptations of hope or 
fear. After a fhort abdication of his dignity, 

Arfenius 13 had confented to afcend the ecclefiafti- 
cal throne of Conflantinople, and to prefide in 
•the reftoration of the church. His pious fim- 
plicity was long deceived by the arts of Palreo. 
logus ; and his patience and fubmiffion might 
. foothe the ufurper and protect the fafety of the 
young prince. On the news of his inhuman 
. treatment, the patriarch unfheathed the fpiritual 
fword ; and fuperftition, on this occafion, was 
enlifted in the caufe of humanity and juftice. In 5s , <rx ?° rn ' 
a l'ynod of bilhops, who were ftimulated by the ted by the 
example of his zeal, the patriarch pronounced a 
fentence of excommunication ; though his pru- A l>. 
dence ftill repeated the name of Michael in the {ImT 
public prayers. The eaftern prelates had not 
adopted the dangerous maxims of ancient 
Rome ; nor did they prefume to enforce their 
cenfures, by depofing princes, or abfolving nations 
from their oaths of allegiance. But the Chrif- 
tian, who had been feparated from God and the 
church, became an objeft of horror; and, in a 
turbulent and fanatic capital, that horror might 
arm the hand of an aflailin, or inflame a fedi- 
tion of the people. Palasologus felt his danger, 
confeffed his guilt, and deprecated his judge : 

See the Grit retreat and reftoration of Arfenius, in Pachymer » < 

(1. ii. c. 15 . 1. iii. c. i, 2 .). rfnd Niccphorus Gregorys (!. iii. c. i. 

1. iv. c. t.). Pofterity juitly accufed the and p« 8 »,ui* of 

Arfenius, the virtues of an hermit, the vices of a minilter (1. xii. 

c. %.). 

Y 4 the- 
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chap, 'the a£ was irretrievable ; the prize whs obtained j’ * 

\- U ? 1 an d the moft rigorous penance, which he foliated, 
would have raifed the fmner to the reputation of 
a faint. The unrelenting patriarch refufed to an. 
nounce any means of atonement or any hopes of 
mercy ; and condefcended only to pronounce, 
that, for fo great a crime, great indeed muff be ‘ 
the fatisfaciion. “ Do you require,” faid Mi- • 
chael, “ that I fhould abdicate the empire ?” 
And at thefe words, he offered, or feemed to 
offer, the fword of ftate. Arfenius eagerly grafped I 
this pledge of fovereignty ; but when he per. 
ceived that the emperor was unwilling to pur- i 
chafe abfolution at fo dear a rate, he Indignantly , 
efcapcd to his cell, and left the royal fmner 
kneeling and weeping before the door **. 

Schifm of The danger and fcandal of this excommunica- 
jiites^k" tion fubfifled above three years, till the popular ! 
clamour was affuaged by time and repentance ; 

13? a ; till the brethren of Arfenius condemned his in. ! 

flexible fpirit, fo repugnant to the unbounded " 
forgivenefs qf the gofpe}. The emperor had art- 
fully jnfinuated, that, if he were ftijl rejected at. r - 
home, he might feek, in the Roman pontiff, a 
jnore indulgent judge ; but it was far more eafy 
and effe&ual to find or to place that judge at the 
head 'pf the Byzantine church. Arfenius was 
involved in a vague rumour of confpiracy and 
difafteftion ; fome irregular fteps in his ordina- 
fion and government were liable to cenfure ; a 

%+ .The crime and excommunication of Michael are fairly told 
by Pacbymer ( 1 . iii. c. 10. 14. 19, &c.) and Gregoras ( 1 . iv. 
f. 4), liis confdTion and penauce reftored their freedom. 

•' f ' ' fynod 
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iynod depofed him from the epifcopal office; and c hap. 
he was tranfported under a guard of foldiers to sr . j " . 
fmall ifland of the Propontis. Before his exile, he - 
fallenly requefted that a ftrift account might be 
taken of the treafures of the church ; boafted 
tltat his foie riches, three pieces of gold, had been 
earned by tranfcribing the pfalms; continued to: : : 
aflfert the freedom of his mind 5 and denied, with : 
his laft breath, the pardon which was implored by * 
the royal finner **, After fome delay, Gregory, 1 
bifhop of Adrianople, was tranflated to the By*- 7 
zantine throne; but his authority was found 
infufficient to fuppori the abfolution of the era- 
peror ; and Jofeph, a reverend monk, was fub- ' 

Jlituted to that important fundion. This edifying > 
fcene was reprefented in the prefence of the fenate 
and people ; at the end of fix .years, the humble to -1 A-t 
penitent was reftored to the communion of 2110 :’ 
faithful ; and humanity will rejoice, that a milder . - 
treatment of the captive Lafcaris was ftipulated . • .s-ui 

a proof of his rcmojfe. But the fpirit of Ar- ' 
fenius ftill ffirvived in a powerful fjdion of the \ 
pionks and cletgy, who per fevered above forty- 
eight years in an obftinate fchilm. Their fcruple$ 
were treated with tendernefs and refpect by Mi- 1 - 
chael and his fon ; and the reconciliation of the 
Arfenites was the ferious labour of the church •_* { 

^nd ftate. I11 the confidence of fanaticifm, they 
had propofed to try their caufe by a miracle ; and n 

»s Pachymer relates the exile of ^rfenius ( 1 . iv. c. i — 16.) s 
he was one of the commiflaries who vifited him in the defert 
ifland. The laft teftament of the unforgiving patriarch is ftilj. 
extant (Dupin, Bjbliotluque Ecckfiaftique, tom. x.. p. 95.'. 

4 • ‘ ■ 1 i- 
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when the two papers, tha't contained their own 
and the adverfe caufe, were caft into a fiery bra- 
fier, they expected that the Catholic verity would 
be refpected by the flames. Alas ! the two papers 
were indifcriminately confumed, and this unfore- 
feen accident produced the union of a day, and 
renewed the quarrel of an age 1 ®. The final 
treaty difplayed the victory of the Arfenites : the 
clergy abltained during forty days from all eccle-. 
fiaftical functions ; a flight penance was impofed 
on the laity ; the body of Arfenius was depofited 
in the fanciuary ; and in the name of the departed 
faint, the prince and people were releafed from 
the fins of their fathers * 7 . 

The eftablifhment of his family was the motive, 
or at leafl: the pretence, of the crime of Palxolo- 
gus ; and he was impatient to confirm the fuccef- 
fion, by lharing with his eldeft fon the honours 
-• of the purple. Andronicus, afterwards furnamed 
the Elder, was proclaimed and crowned emperor 
of the Romans, in the fifteenth year of his age y 
and, from the firft sera of a prolix and inglorious 
reign, he held that auguft title nine years as the 
colleague, and fifty as the fuccefl'or, of his father. 


lf> Pachymer(l..vii. c. 22.) relates this miraculous trial like a 
philofopher, and treats with fimilar contempt a plot of the Ar- 
feniles', to hide a revelation in the coffin of fome old faint (1. vii. 
c. 13.). He compenfatea this incredulity by an image that weeps, 
another that bleeds (1. vii. c. 30.), and the miraculous cures of a 
deaf and a mute patient (1. xi. c. 32.). 

*7 The ftory of the Arfenites is fpread through the thirteen 
books of Pachymer. Their union and triumph are referved for 
Nicephorus Gregoras ( 1 , vii. <).), who neither loves nor efteems 
thefe feitaries. 

t , Michael 
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Michael himfelf, had he died in a private Ration, C H a p. 
•would have been thought more worthy of the , ' ' , 

empire : and the aflaults of his temporal and Nov. s— 
fpiritual enemies, left him few moments to la- I3 ' J2 ’ 
bour for his own fame or the happinefs of his **• 
fubje£ts. He wrefted from the Franks feveral of 
the noblefi: iflands of the Archipelago, Lefbos, 

Chios, and Rhodes : his brother Conllantine 
was fent to command in Malvafia and Sparta; 
and the eaftern fide of the Morea, from Argos 
and Napoli to Cape Tsenarus, was repofieffed by 
the Greeks. This effufion of Chriltian blood 
was loudly condemned by the patriarch ; and the 
infolent prieft prefumed to interpofe his fears and 
fcruples between the arms of princes. But in the 
profecution of thefe weftern conquefts, the coun- 
tries beyond the Hellefpont were left naked to 
the Turks; and their depredations verified the 
prophecy of a dying fenator, that the recovery 
of Conllantinople would be the ruin of Afia. 

The victories of Michael were atchieved by his 
lieutenants ; his frvord rulted in the palace ; and 
in the tranfaclions of the emperor with the popes 
and the king of Naples, his political arts were 
Rained with cruelty and fraud **. 

I. The Vatican was the molt natural refuge of HU union 
a Latin emperor, who had been driven from his Latiu h ° 


18 Of the xiii books of Pichymer, the firft fix (as the iv l l> and 
\<t> of Nicephorus Grego.as) contain the reign of Michael, at the 
time of whole death he was forty years of age. I nil tad of break- 
ing, like his editor the Pc re Pouflin, his hiftory into two parts, 
1 follow Dvicange and Coulsn, who number the xiii books in one 
{cries, 

throne ; 
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throne ; and pope Urban the fourth appeared to 
pity the misfortunes, and vindicate the caufe, of 
the fugitive Baldwin. A crufade, with plenary 
indulgence, was preached by his command agairdl 
the fchilmatic Greeks ; he excommunicated their 
allies and adherents ; folicited Louis the ninth in 
favour of his kinfman ; and demanded a tenth of 
the eccleftaftic revenues of France and England 
for the fervice of the holy war * 9 . The fubtle 
Greek, who watched the rifing temped: of the 
Weft, attempted to fufpend or foothe the hoftility 
of the pope, by fuppliant embalfies and refpe&ful 
letters ; but he infatuated that the eftablifhment 
of peace muft prepare the reconciliation and obe- 
dience of the F.aftern church. The Roman court 
could not be deceived by fo grofs an artifice ; 
and Michael was admonifhed, that the repentance 
of .the fon fhould precede the forgivenefs of the 
father ; and that faith (an ambiguous word) was 
the only bafts of friendfhip and alliance. After a 
long and affe&ed delay, the approach of danger, 
and the importunity of Gregory the tenth, com- 
pelled him to enter on a more ferious ncgociation ; 
he alleged the example of the great Vataces ; and 
the Greek clergy, who underftood the intentions 
of their prince, were not alarmed by the firft fteps 
of reconciliation and refpe£L But when he preffed 
the conclufion of the treaty, they ftrenuoufly de- 
clared, that the Latins, though not in name, 
were heretics in fa (ft, and that they defpifed thofq 


*9 Ducange, Hilt, de C. P, L v. c, 33, &c. from the Epiltlc* 
•f Urban IV. * 

ftrangers 
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Grangers as the vilefl and moft defpicable portion Chap. 
of the human race 3 °. It was the talk of the em- . , 

peror to perfuade, to corrupt, to intimidate, the 
moft popular ecclefiaftics, to gain the vote of each 
individual, and alternately to urge the arguments 
of Chriftian charity and the public welfare. The 
texts of the fathers and the arms of the Franks 
were balanced in the theological and political 
fcale ; and without approving the addition to the 
Nicene creed, the moft moderate were taught to 
confefs, that the two hoftile propofitions of pro* 

, ceeding from the Father by the Son, and of pro- 
ceeding from the Father and the Son, might be 
reduced to a fafe and Catholic fenfe *\ The fu- 
premacy of the pope was a do&rine more eafy to 
conceive, but more painful to acknowledge ; yet 
Michael reprefented to his monks and prelates, 
that they might fubmit to name the Roman bifhop 
as the firft of the patriarchs ; and that their dis- 
tance and difcretion would guard the liberties of 
the Eaftern church from the mifchievous con Se- 
quences of the right of appeal. He protefted that 
he would facrifice his life and empire, rather than 
yield the fmalleft point of orthodox faith or na* 

3 ° From their mercantile intercourfe with the Venetians and 
Grnoefe, they branded the Latins as and 5 u»»i (Pa- 

chynier, I. v. c. 10.). “ Some are heretics in name ; others; 

like the Latins, in fad,” laid the learned Veccus ( 1 . v. c. 12.), 
who foon afterwards became a convert (c. 15, 16.) and a pa- 
triarch (e. 14. ). 

31 In this clafs, we may place Pachymer himfelf, whofe co- 
pious and candid narrative occupies the v r t> and vi' 1 * books of 
hi 3 hiflory. Yet the Greek is fi'ent on the council of Lyons, and 
jfeems to believe that the popes always refided in Rome and Italy 
(1. V. c. 17, sil.). , 

tional 
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CHAP, tional independence ; and this declaration was 
LXI1 ‘ fealed and ratified by a golden bull. The patri- 
arch Jofeph withdrew to a monaflery, to refign 
or refume his throne, according to the event of 
the treaty : the letters of union and obedience 
were fubfcribed by the emperor, his fon Andro- 
nicus, and thirty-five archbifhops and metropo- 
litans, with their refpecfive fynods ; and the epif- 
copal lift was multiplied by many diocefes which 
were annihilated under the yoke of the infidels. 
An embaffy was compofed of fome trufty minifters 
and prelates j they embarked for Italy, with rich 
ornaments and rare perfumes, for the altar of St, 
Peter ; and their fecret orders authorifed and re- 
commended a boundlefs compliance. They were 
received in the general council of Lyons, by pope 
Gregory the tenth, at the head of five hundred 
bilhops }l . He • embraced with tears his long-loft 
and repentant children ; accepted the oath of the 
ainbaffadors, who abjured the fchifm in the name 
of the two emperors ; adorned the prelates with 
the ring an4 mitre ; chaunted in Greek and La- 
tin the Nicene creed with the addition otjilioque } 
and rejoiced in the union of the Eaft and Weft, 
which had been referved for his reign. To con- 
fummate this pious work, the Byzantine deputies 
were fpeedily followed by the pope’s nuncios ; 
and their inftruftion difclofes the policy of the 
Vatican, which could not be fatisfied with the 
vain title of fupremacy. After viewing the tem* 

J 1 See the afts of the council of Lyons in the year 1274. Fleu- 
ry, Hift. Ecclefiaftique, tom. xviii. p. 181—199. Dupin, Bihiiot. 
Ecdef. tom. x. p. 135. 

6 per 
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per of the prince and people, they were enjoined C H^A p. 
to abfolve the fchifmatic clergy, who ihould fub- _j 

fcribe and fwear their abjuration and obedience ; 
to eftablilh in all the churches the ufe of the per- 
fect creed ; to prepare the entrance of a cardinal . 
legate, with the full powers and dignity of his 
office ; and to inftruft the emperor in the advan- 
tages which he might derive from^the temporal 
protection of the Roman pontiff”. 

But they found a country without a friend, a His perfe- 
nation in which the names of Rome and Union D f the, 
were pronounced with abhorrence. The patriarch G Jj e< * s » 
Jofeph was indeed removed ; his place was filled i*r>— 
by Veccus, an ecclefiaftic of learning and mode- 
ration ; and the emperor was ftill urged by the 
fame motives, to perfevere in the fame profeffions. 

But in his private language, Palaeologus affe&ed 
to deplore the pride, and to blame the innovations, 
of the Latins ; and while he debafed his charac- 
ter by this double hypocrify, he juftified and pu- 
niffied the oppofition of his fubjects. By the 
joint fuffrage of the new and the ancient Rome, 
a fentence of excommunication was pronounced 
againft the obftinate fchifmatics : the cenfures of 
the church were executed by the fword of Mi- 
chael ; on the failure of perfuafion, he tried the 
arguments of prifon and exile, of whipping and 
mutilation ; thofe touch-ftones, fays an hiftorinji, 
of cowards and the brave. Two Greeks ftill 

35 This curious inftnidtion, which has been drawn with more or 
left honefty by Wading and Leo AHatius from the archives of the 
Vatican, is given in an abftraft or verfion by Fleury (tom. xviii. 

p. zji— 2j8.). - . 

reignea 
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C/ LXU. P ’ re 'g ne ^ * n -^tolia, Epirus, and Theffaly, witft 
\ - r t the appellation of defpots : they had yielded ter 
the fovereign of Conftantinople, but they re- 
jected the chains of the Roman pontiff, and fup- 
ported their refufal by fuccefsful arms. Under 
their protc£lion, the fugitive monks and bilhops 
affembled in hoftile fynods ; and retorted the 
name of heretic with the galling addition of apof- 
tate : the prince of Trebizond was tempted to 
affume the forfeit title of emperor ; and even the 
Latins of Negropont, Thebes, Athens, and the 
Morea, forgot the merits of the convert, to join, 
with open or clandeftine aid, the enemies of Pa- 
laeologus. His favourite generals, of his own 
blood and family, fucceflively deferted, or be- 
trayed, the facrilegious trull. His filler Eulogia, 
a niece, and two female coufins, confpired againil 
him ; another niece, Mary queen of Bulgaria, 
negociated his ruin with the fultan of Egypt,; 
and, in the public eye, their treafon was confe- 
crated as the moll fublime virtue 3+ . To the pope’s 
nuncios, who urged the confummation of the 
work, Palaeologus expofed a naked recital of alt 
that he had done and fuffered for their fake. They 
were affured that the guilty fectaries, of both 
fexes and every rank, had been deprived of their 
. , honours, their fortunes, and their liberty a 

* f 't 

34 This frank and authentic confefifion of Michael’s diftrefs fe 

. 

exhibited in barbarous Latin by Ogerius, who figns himi'df Prof 
tonotarius Interpretum, and tranferibed by Wading from the 
MSS. of the Vatican (A. D. 1178, N°3.). His Annals of the 
Francifcan order, the Fratres Minorca, in xvii volumes in folio 
(Rome, 1741), I have now accidentally fcen among the wafie 
paper of a bookfelier. 

fpreading 
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fpreading lift of confifcation and punilhment, 
Vhich involved many perfcns, the deareft to the 
emperor, or the beft deferving of his favour. 
They were conduced to the prifon, to behold 
four princes of the royal blood chained in the 
four corners, and {baking their fetters in an 
agony of grief and rage. Two of thefe captives 
\vere afterwards releafed ; the one by fubmillion, 
'the other by death: but the obftinacy of their 
two companions was chaftifed by the lofs of their 
eyes ; and the Greeks, the lead; adverfe to the 
union, deplore that cruel and inaufpicious tra- 
gedy Perfecutors muft expeft the hatred of 
thole whom they opprefs ; but they commonly 
find fome confolation in the teftimony of their 
confidence, the applaufe of their party, and, per- 
haps, the fuccefs of their undertaking* But the 
hypocrify of Michael, which was prompted only 
by political motives, muft have forced him to 
hate himfelf, to defpife his followers, and to 
efteem and envy the rebel champions by whom 
he was detefted and defpifed. While his vio- 
lence was abhorred at Conftantiriople, at Rome his 
flownefs was arraigned and his lincerity fufpe&ed ; 
till at length pope Martin the fourth . excluded 
the Greek emperor from the pale of a church, 
into which he was driving to reduce a fchifmatic 
people. No fooner had the tyrant expired, than 
the union was diifolved, and abjured by unani- 
mous confent j the churches were purified ; the 
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JJ Seethe vi't> book of Pachymer, particularly the chapters, i. 
it. 16. 18. 24 — 27. He is the more credible, as he fpeaks-of 
this perfeeution with lets anger than furrow. 

Von. XI. Z penitents 
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c H A p. penitents were reconciled ; and his foil Androni'- 
L . ciis, after, weeping the fins and errors of his 
youth, moil piaufly denied his father the burial 
of a prince and a Chriftian 3 ®. 

Charles 0 f j n t he diftrefs of- the Latins, the walls and 

fubtiues towers of Conftantinople had fallen to decay : 
a mf Sicily, they were reftored and fortified by the policy of 
a ; 6 ^- Michael, who depofited a plenteous (tore of corn 
February and fait provifions, to fuftain the fiege which he 
might hourly expert from the refentment of the 
Weftern powers. Of thefe, the fovereign of the 
- two Sicilies was the moft formidable neighbour ; 
but as long as they Were poffeffed by Mainfroy, 
the baftard of FredeVic the fecond, his monarchy 
was the bulwark rather than the annoyance of 
the Eaftern empire. The ufurper, though a brave 
and a&ive prince, was fufficiently employed in 
the defence of his throne : his profeription by 
fucceilive popes had feparated Mainfroy from the 
common caufe of the Latins ; and the forces that 
might have befieged Conftantinople, were de- 
tained in a crufade againft the domeftic enemy of 
|lome. The prize of her avenger, the crown of 
the two Sicilies, was won and worn by the bro- 
ther of St. Louis, by Charles count of Anjou and 
Proyence, who led the chivalry of France on thi* 
holy expedition 37 . The dilhffe&ion of his Chrif- 
• f tian 

* 6 Pachymer, 1. vii. c. i — 11. 17. The fpeech of Andronicui 
the either (!. xii. c. 4.) is a cunous record, which proves, that if 
the Greeks were tHe (laves of the emperor, the emperor was not 
lefs : the Have of fuperftition and the clergy. • 

37 The heft accounts, the beared the time, the moft full and 
entertaining, of the conejudt ofJN'r-ples by Charles of Anjou, may 

be 
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tfan fubje&s compelled Mainfroy to inlift a colony 
of Saracens whom his father had planted in Apu- 
lia : and this odious fuccour will explain the 

defiance of the Catholic hero, who rejected all 
terms of accommodation. “ Bear this meffage,” 
faid Charles, “ to the fultan of Nocera, that God 
“ and the fword are umpire between us ; and that 
“ he fhall either fend me to paradife, or I will 
M fend him to the pit of hell.” The armies met, 
and though I am ignorant of Mainfroy ’s doom in 
the other world, in this he loft his friends, his 
kingdom, and his life, in the bloody battle of 
Benevento. Naples and Sicily were immediately 
peopled with a warlike race of French nobles ;■ 
and their afpiring leader embraced the future con- 
queft of Africa, Greece, and Paleftine. The 
raoft fpecious reafons might point his firft arms 
againft the Byzantine empire j and Palaeologus, 
diffident of his own ftrength, repeatedly appealed 
from the ambition of Charles to the humanity of 
St. Louis, who ftill preferved a juft afcendant 
over the mind of his ferocious brother. For a 
while the attention of that brother w*as confined 
at home by the invafion of Conradin, the laft 
heir of the Imperial houfe of Swabia : but the 
haplefs boy funk in the unequal conflict; ^nd 
his execution on a public fcaffold taught the 


be found in the Florentine Chronicles of Ricordano Malefpina 
(c. 17$ — 193.) and Giovanni Y'illani ( 1 . vii. c. 1 — 10. 25 — 30.). 
which are publilhed by Muratori in the viii c i> and xiii'h volumes 
of the hiitorians of Italy. In his Annals (tom. xi. p. 56 — 72.), 
he has abridged thefe great events, which are likewife defcribcd 
hi the litoria Civile of Giannone, tom. ii. 1 . xix. tom. iii. 1 . xx. 

• ' • Z 2 • rivals 
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chap, rivals of Charles to tremble for their heads as 
* LXU ... 

'_ f well as their dominions. A fecond refpite was. 

obtained by the laft crufade of St. Louis to the 

. African coaft ; and the double motive of intereft 

aftd duty ufged the king of Naples to affift, with 

his powers and his prefence, the holy enterprife. 

The death of St. Louis releafed him from the 

importunity of a virtuous cenfor ; the king of 

Tunis confefled himfelf the tributary and vaffai 

tht^Greck °£ crown °f Sicily } and the boldeft of the 

empire, French knights were free to enlift under his ban- 
A D 0 

1*70, &c. ner againft the Greek empire. A treaty and a 
marriage united his intereft with the houfe of 
(Courtenay ; his daughter Beatrice was promifed 
to Philip, fon and heir of the emperor Baldwin j 
a penfion of fix hundred ounces of gold was 
allowed for his maintenance ; and his generous 
father diftributed among his allies the kingdoms 
and provinces of the Eaft, referving only Con- 
ftantinople, and one dayls journey round the city, 
for the Imperial domain 3S . In this perilous mo- 
ment, Palaeologus was the moft eager to fubferibe 
the creed, and implore the protection, of the 
Roman pontiff, who affumed, with propriety and, 
weight, the character of an angel of peace, the 
v- common father of the Chriftians. By his voice, 
the fword of Charles was chained in the fcabbard ; 
and the Greek ambaffadors beheld him, in the 
pope’s antichamber, biting his ivory feeptre in a 
tranfport of fury, and deeply refenting the refufal 

3 s Ducange, Hift. de C. P. 1 . v. C. 49—56. ]. vi. c. 1 — 13. See 
Pacbymer, 1 . iv. c. *9. 1 . v. c. 7 — 10. *5. 1 . vi. c. 30. 3*, 33. and 
Nieephorus Grcgoras, 1 . iv. g. 1 . v. 1. 6 . 

to 
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to enfranchife and confecrate his arms. H6 ap- CfaAp. 

• • lxii 

pears to have refpefted the difinterefted mediation ^ , . ' , 
of Gregory the tenth ; hut Charles was infenfibly 
difgufted by the pride and partiality of Nicholas 
the third,; and his attachment to his kindred, the 
Urfmi family, alienated the molt ftrenuous cham- 
pion from the fervice of the church. The hoftjle 
league againft the Greeks, of Philip the Latin 
emperor, the king of the two Sicilies, and the re- 
public of Venice, was ripened into execution ; and 
the election of Martin the fourth, a French pope, 
gave a fan&ion to the caufe. Of the allies, Philip 
fupplied his name* Martin, a bull of excommu- 
nication, the Venetians, a fquadron of forty 
gallies ; and the formidable powers of Charles 
confifted of forty counts, ten thoufand men at 
arms, a numerous body of infantry, and a fleet of 
more than three hundred fhips and tranfports. 

A diflant day was appointed for aflembling this 
mighty force in the harbour of Brindifi and a 
previous attempt was rilked with a detachment 
of three hundred knights, who invaded Albania 
and befieged the fortrefs of Belgrade. Their 
defeat might amufe with a triumph the vanity of 
Conftantinople ; but the more fagacious Michael, 
defpairing of his arms, depended on the effects 
of a confpiracy ; on the fecret workings of a 
rat, who gnawed the bow-ftring 39 of the Sicilian 
tyrant. 

39 The reader of Herodotus will recollect how miraculoufly the 
AiTyrian hoft of Sennacherib was difanned and . destroyed (1. ii. 

0, I4I-). - . ..• 1 v; t . - 

Z 3 v j !* ■ - Among - 


Digitized by Google 



342 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

C i H '-n P ' Among the profcribed adherents of the houfe 
IT ' . of Swabia, John of Procida forfeited a fmall 
^'^infu *^ anc ^ t ^ lat name * n the bay of Naples. His 
yates the birth was noble, but his education was learned ; 
SViy, 0t an d * n I^e P 0vert y °f exile, he was relieved by 
A, D. the practice of phyfic, which he had ftudied in 

1 "' 0 ' ‘the fchool of Salerno. Fortune had left him no- 
thing to lofe, except life y and to defpife life is 
the firft qualification of a rebel. Procida was en- 
‘dowed with the art of negociation, to enforce 
Jhis reafons, and difguife his motives ; and in his 
‘■various tranfaclions with nations and men, he 
could perfuade each party that he laboured 
folely for their intereft. The new kingdoms of 
' Charles were affiided by every fpecies of fifcal 
and military oppreflion 40 ; and the lives and for- 
tunes of his Italian fubje&s were facrificed to the 
greatnefs of their mafter and the licentioufnefs of 
his followers. The hatred of Naples was repreffed 
by his prefence ; but the loofer government of his 
vicegerents excited the contempt, as well as the 
averfion, of the Sicilians : the ifland was roufed 
to-a ienfe of freedom by the eloquence of Procida ; 
and he difplayed to every baron his private in- 
tereft in the common caufe. In the confidence of 
foreign aid, he fucceflively vifited the courts of 
the Creek emperor, and of Peter king of Arra- 

4° According to Sabas Malafpina (Hift. Sicula, 1. iii c. 16. in 
Muratori, tom. viii. pi 831. ), a zealous Guelph, the fubjedts of 
Chari?' who had reviled Mainfroy as a wolf, began to regret him 
as a lamb: and he juftifies their difcontent by the opprefiions of 
t!\g French government (1. vi. c. a. 7.). See the Sicilian mani» 
fefto in Nicholas Specials (1. i. c. zi, in Muratori, tom. x. p, 

.. 

; ' ^ ' • gon, 
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.gon 4 ', \vho poflelfed the maritime countries of CMi a p ‘ 
Valencia and Catalonia. To the ambitious Peter , v 
a crown was prefented, which he might juftly 
claim by his marriage with the filler of Mainfroy, 
and by the dying voice of Conradin, who from 
the fcaffold had call a ring to his heir and avenger. 
Palseologus was eafily perfuaded to divert his 
enemy from a foreign war by a rebellion at 
home.; and a Greek fubfidy of twenty-five thou- 
fand ounces of gold was moll profitably applied 
to arm a Catalan fleet, which failed under an holy 
banner to the fpecious attack of the Saracens of 
Africa. In the difguife of a monk ox beggar, 
the indefatigable miflionary of revolt flew from 
; Conllantinople to Rome, and from Sicily to Sara- 
goflat the treaty was fealed with the fignet of 
pope Nicholas himfelf, the enemy of Charles ; 
and his deed of gift transferred the fiefs of St. 

Peter from the houfe of Anjou -to that of Arra- 
gon. So widely diffufed and fo freely circulated, 

- the fecret was preferved above two years with 
impenetrable difcretion ; and each of the confpi- 
rators imbibed the maxim of Peter, w ho declared 
that he would cut off his left-hand if it were con- 
fcious of the intentions of his right. The mine 
was prepared with deep and dangerous artifice; 
but it may be quellioned, whether the inftant ex- 
plofion of Palermo were the efFeft of accident or 
defign. 

4' See the charndtcr and ccunfels of Peter king of Amgen, in 
Mariana (Hid. Hifpan. 1 . xiv. c. 6. tom. ii. p. 133.). The rea- 
der forgives the Jefuit’s defedts, in favour, always of his ftyle, 
and often of his fenfe. 
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c h ap- On the vigil of F,after, a proceffion of the dif- 
. ^ , armed citizens vifited a church without the walls % 

Thc^s ; d- and a noble damfel was rudely infulted by a French 
ptrs, foldier 41 . The raviflier was inftantly punifhed with 
death ; and if the people at firft was feattered by 
Inarch 30. a military force, their numbers and fury prevail- 
ed : the confpirators feized the opportunity ; the 
flame fpread over the ifland ; and eight thoufand 
French were exterminated in a promifeuous maf- .. 
facre, which has obtained the name of the Si- 
cilian Vespers 43 . From every city the ban- 
nets of freedom and the church were difplayed : 
the revolt was infpired by the prefence or the foul 
of Procida ; and Peter of Arragon, who failed 
from the African coafl to Palermo,was faluted as the / 

» king and faviour of the ifle. By the rebellion qf 

a people on whom he had fo long trampled with 
impunity, Charles w as aftonifhed and confounded j 
■ ' and in the firft agony of grief and devotion, he * 
was heard to exclaim, “O God! if thou haft ; .: 
“ decreed to humble me, grant me at lead, at) 
** gentle and gradual defeent from the pinnacle 
, “ of greatnefs 1” His fleet and army, which ... 
already filled the fea-ports of Italy, were haftily , 
recalled from the fervice of the Grecian war ; 
and the fituation of Medina expofed that town to * • 

<■'- After enumerating the fufferings of his country, Nicholas 
Spepalis adds, in the true fpirit of Italian jealoufy, Qua; omnia 
et graviora quidem, ut arbitror, patienti animo Siculi toleraffent, 
nifi (quod primum cundis dominantibus cavendum eft), alicnas 
foeminas invaftilTent (I. i, c. s. p. 924.). 

The French were long taught to remember this Moody 
leflbn : “ If I am provoked (laid Henry the fourth), I will break- 
" faft at Milan, and dine at Naples." “ Ycur majefty (replied 
the Spanilh ambaflador) may perhaps arrive in SicUy for vefpers." * 

the 
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the firft florin of his revenge. Feeble in them- CHAP, 
felves, and yet hopelefs of foreign fuccour, ^ * rf p 
the citizens would have repented, and fubmitted 
on the affurance of full pardon and their ancient 
privileges. But the pride of the monarch was 
already rekindled ; and the moll fervent intreatres 
of the legate could extort no more than a pro- 
mife, that he would forgive the remainder, after 
a chofen lift of eight hundred rebels had been 
yielded to his difcretion. The defpair of the 
Meflinefe renewed their courage : Peter of Arra- 
gon approached to their relief 44 ; and his rival 
was driven back by the failure of provifion and 
the terrors of the equinox to the Calabrian Ihore. • 

At the fame moment, the Catalan admiral, the 
famous Roger de Loria, fwept the channel with 
an invincible fquadron : the French fleet, more j) c f cat D f 
numerous in tranfports than in gallies, was either Charles, 
burnt or deftroyed ; and the fame blow affured 
the independence of Sicily and the fafety of the 
Greek empire. A few days before his death, the 
emperor Michael rejoiced in the fall of an enemy 
whom he hated and efteemed ; and perhaps he 
might be content with the popular judgment, that 
had they not been matched with each other, 
Conftantinople and Italy muft fpeedily have obeyed 


4+ This revolt, with the fubfequent victory, are related by two 
national writers, Bartholemy a Neocaftro (in Muratori, tom. 
xiii.) and Nicholas Specialis (in Muratori, tom. x.), the one a 
contemporary, the other of the next century. The patriot Spe- 
cialis difclaims the name of rebellion, and all previous correfpon- 
dence with Peter of Arragon (nullo communicato confilio), who 
happened to be with a, fleet aqd army on the African coafl, (1. i. c. 

*•. 90 . ' 

the 
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the fame matter 45 . From this difaftrous mo- 
ment, the life of Charles was a feries of misfor- 
tunes ; his capital was infulted, his fon was made 
prifoner, and he funk into the grave without re- 
covering the ifle of Sicily, which, after a war 
of twenty years, was finally fevered from the 
throne of Naples, and transferred, as an inde- 
pendent kingdom, to a younger branch of the 
houfe of Arragon 4S . 

I (hall not, I truft, be accufed of fuperftition : 
but I mutt remark, that, even in this world, the 
natural order of events will fometimes afford the 
ftrong appearances of moral retribution. The 
firft Palxologus had faved his empire by in- 
volving the kingdoms of the Weft in rebellion 
and blood ; and from thefe feeds of difcord up 
rofe a generation of iron men, who affaulted and 
endangered the empire of his fon. In modern 
times, our debts and taxes are the fecret poifon, 
which ftill corrodes the bofom of peace ; but in 
the weak and diforderly government of the mid- 
dle ages, it was agitated by the prefent evil of 
the dilbanded armies. Too idle to work, too 
proud to beg, the mercenaries were accuftomed 
to a life of rapine: they could rob with more 
dignity and effect under a banner and a chief; 
and the fovereign, to whom their fervice was ufe- 


♦5 Nicepborus Gregoras 0- v. c. 6.) admires tbe wifdom of 
Providence in this equal balance of ftates and princes. For tbe 
honour of Palzologus. I had rather this balance bad been ob- 
ferved by an Italian writer. 

46 See the Chronicle of Villani, the xi th volume of the Annali 
d’ltalia of Murntori, and the xx'* 1 and xxi’« books of the Iftoria 
Civile of Gian none. 

left 
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lefs and their prefence importunate, endeavoured C 
' to difcharge the torrent on fome neighbouring 
countries. After the peace of Sicily, many 
thoufands of Genoefe, Catalans 47 , &c. who had 
fought, by fea and land, under the ftandard of 
‘Anjou or Arragon, were blended into one nation 
by the refemblance of their manners and intereft. 
They heard that the Greek provinces of Alia 
were invaded bv the Turks : thev refolved to 

J J 

fhare the harvefl of pay and plunder ; and Fre- 
deric king of Sicily mod liberally contributed 
the means of their departure. In a warfare of. 
twenty years, a fhip, or a camp, w r as become 
their country ; arms were their foie profeflion and 
property ; valour was the only virtue w'hich they 
knew J their women had imbibed the fearlefs 
temper of their lovers and huibands : it was re- 
ported, that, with a ftroke of their broad-fword, 
the Catalans could cleave a horfeman and an 
horfe ; and the report itfelf was a powerful wea- 
pon. Roger de Flor was the moll popular of 
their chiefs ; and his perfonal merit overlhadowed 
the dignity of his prouder rivals of Arragon. 
The offspring of a marriage between a German 
gentleman of the court of Frederic the fecond 
and a damfel of Brindifi, Roger was fucceflively 
a templar, an apoftate, a pirate, and at length 

+7 In this motley multitude, the Catalans and Spaniards, the 
bravelt of the foldiery, were ftyled, by themfelves and the 
Greeks, Amoga-vares. Moncada derives their origin from the 
Goths, and Pachymer (1. xi. c. a*.) from the Arabs ; and in fpite 
of national and religious pride, I am afraid the latter is in the 
right. 
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chap, fhe'richeft and inoft: powerful admiral of the Me- 
i diterranean. He failed from Medina to Gonftan- 

dnople, with eighteen gallies, four great fhips, 
and, eight thoufand adventurers ; and his previous 
treaty was faithfully accomplilhed by Andronicus 
the elder, who accepted with joy and terror this 
. formidable fuccour. A palace was allotted for 
his reception, and a niece of the emperor was 
given in marHage to the valiant ftranger, who 
was immediately created great duke or admiral 
of Romania. After a decent repofe, he trans- 
ported his troops over the Propontis, and boldly 
led them againfl the Turks : in two bloody battles 
thirty thoufand of the Modems were {lain : he 
raifed the fiege of Philadelphia, and deferved the 
name of the deliverer of Afia. But after a fhort 
feafon of profperity, the cloud of flavery and ruin 
again burft on that unhappy province. The in- 
. habitants efcaped (fays a Greek hiftorian) from 
the fmoke into the flames j and the hoftility of 
the Turks was lefs pernicious than the friendfhip 
of the Catalans. The lives and fortunes which 
they had refcued, they confidered as their own : 
the willing or relu&ant maid was faved from the 
race of circumcifion for the embraces of a Chrif- 
tian foldier: the exa£H6n of fines and fupplies 
Was enforced by licentious rapine and arbitrary 
executions ; and, on the refiftance of Magnefia, 
the great duke befieged a city of the Roman em- 
pire 4 *. Thefe diforders he excufed by the wrongs 

and 

r »» . ' * S'Z 

4* Some idea may be formed of the- population erf thefe cities, 
from the 36,000 inhabitants of Tralles, which, in the preceding 
r ?'<■ reign* 
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and paffions of a victorious army; nor would his C I I ^ P ' 

own authority or perfon have been fafe, had he ^ y 

dared to punifh his faithful followers, who were 
defrauded of the juft and covenanted price of 
their fervices. The threats and complaints of 
Andronicus difclofed the nakednefs of the empire. 

His golden bull had invited no more than five 
hundred horfe and a thoufand foot foldiers ; yet 
the crowds of volunteers, who migrated to the 
Eaft, had been enlifted and fed by his fpon- 
taneous bounty. While his braveft allies were 
content with three byzants, or pieces of gold, for 
their monthly pay, an ounce, or even two ounces* 
of gold were afiigned to the Catalans, whofe an- 
nual penfion would thus amount to near an 
hundred pounds fterling : one of their chiefs 
had modeftly rated at three hundred thoufand 
crowns the value of his future merits ; and 
above a million had been iflued from the trea- 
fury for the maintenance of thefe coftly merce- 
naries. A cruel tax had been impofed on the 
corn of the hufbandman : one third was retrench- 
ed from the falaries of the public officers ; and 
,the ftandard of the coin was fo ffiamefully de- 
bafed, that of the four-and-twenty parts only five 
were of pure gold 49 . At the fummons of the 

emperor, 

reign, was rebuilt by the emperor, and ruined by the Turks. 

(Paehymer, 1. vi. c. so, si.) 

49 I have collected thefe pecuniary circumftances from Pachy- 
mcr(1. xi. c. si. I. xii. c. 4, 5. 8. 14. 19.), who deferibes the pro* 
greflivc degradation of the gold coin. Even in the profperou* 
times of John Ducas ^Vataccs, the byzants were compofed in 
equal proportions of the pure and the bafcr metal. The poverty of 
Michael Polseologus compelled him to ftrike a new coin, with 

nine 
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CHAi>, emperor, Roger evacuated a province which' no 
LXH. ^ j on g er fupplied the materials of rapine ; but he 
refufed to difperfe his troops ; and while his ftyle 
was refpeclful, his conduct was independent and 
hoftile. He protefted, - that if the emperor fhould 
march againft him, he would advance forty paces 
to kifs the ground before him, but in rifing from 
this proftrate attitude Roger had a life and fword 
at the fervice of his friends. The great duke of 
Romania condefcended to accept the title and 
ornaments of Caefar ; but he rejefted the new ■ 
propofal of the government of Afia with a fublidy 
of corn and money, on condition that he fhould 
reduce his troops to the harmlefs number of three 
thoufand men. Aifainnation is the lafl refource 
of cowards. The Casfar was tempted to vifit the 
royal refidence of Adrianople : in the apartment, 
and before the eve:-, of the emprefs, he was 
ftabbed by the Alani guards; and, though the 
, deed was imputed to their private revenge, ht^ 
countrymen, who dwelt at Conflantinople in ffi6- 
fecurity of peace, were involved in the fame pro- 
fcription by the prince or people. The lofs of 
their leader intimidated the crowd of adventurer^, 
who hoifled the fails of flight, and were fobn 
fcattered round the coafts of the Mediterranean. 
But a veteran band of fifteen hundred Catalans 
or French flood firm in the ftrong fortrefs of 

* 1 ' . A 

nine parts, or carats, of gold, and fifteen of copper alloy. After 
his death, the ftandard role to ten carats, till in the public dif- 
trefs it was reduced to the moiety. The prince was relieved for 
a moment, while credit and commerce were for ever blafted. 
In France, the gold coin is of twenty two carats (one -twelfth 
alloy), aud the ftandard of England and Holland is ftill higher. 

5 Gallipoli 
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Gallipoli on the Hellefpont, difplayed the banners C H a p. 
of Arragon, and offered to revenge and juftify ^ j 
their chief by an equal combat of ten or an hun- 
dred warriors. Inftead of accepting this bold de- 
fiance, the emperor Michael, the fon and col- 
league of Andronicus, refolved to opprefs them 
with the weight of multitudes : every nerve was 
drained to form an army of thirteen thoufand 
faorfe and thirty thoufand foot ; and the Propontis 
was covered with the fhips of the Greeks and 
Genoefe. In two battles by fea and land, thefe 
mighty forces were encountered and overthrown 
by the defpair and difcipline of the Catalans ; 
the young emperor fled to the palace ; and an 
infuflicient guard of light-horfe was left for the 
protection of the open country. Victory renewed 
the hopes and numbers of the adventurers ; every 
nation was blended under the name and llandard 
of the great company ; and three thoufand Turkilh 
profelytes deferted from the Imperial fervice to 
join this military affociation. In the poffefiion of 
Gallipoli, the- Catalans intercepted the trade of 
Conftantinople and the Black Sea, while they 
fpread their devaluations on either fide of the Hel- 
lefpont over the confines of Europe and Alia. 

To prevent their approach, the greatefl: part of 
the Byzantine territory was laid wafte by the 
Greeks themfelves : the peafants and their cattle 
retired into the city ; and myriads of fheep and 
oxen, for which neither place nor food could be 
procured, were unprofitably fiaughtered on the 
fame day. Four times the emperor Andronicus 
fued for peace, and four times he was inflexibly 

, repulfed. 
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C lxh P re P u ^ e£ ^» till want of provifions, and the dll* 
^ . v - ‘ . cord of the chiefs, compelled the Catalans to eva- 
cuate the banks of the Hellefpont and the neigh- 
bourhood of the capital. After their reparation 
from the Turks, the remains of the great com- 
pany purfued their march through Macedonia 
and Theffaly, to feek a new eftablilhment in the 
heart of Greece 5 °. 


Revolu- After fome ages of oblivion, Greece was awaken- 
Athensf e d to new misfortunes by the arms of the Latins* 

A - D - In the two hundred and fifty years between the 

I2O4— J J 

1456. firft and the laft conquefl; of Conftantinople, that 
venerable land was difputed by a multitude of 
petty tyrants ; without the comforts of freedom 
and genius, her ancient cities were again plunged 
in foreign and inteftine war ; and if fervitude be 
preferable to anarchy, they might repofe with 
joy under the Turkilh yoke. I lhall not purfue 
the obfcure and various dynafties, that rofe and 
fell on the continent or in the ifles ; but Our 
filence on the fate of Athens 5 ‘, would argue a 

ftrange 


s° The Catalan war is moft copioufly related by Pachymcr, in 
thexi' 11 , xii lh , and xiii th books, till he breaks off in the year 
1308. Nicephorus Gregoras ( 1 . vii. 3—6,) is more concifc and 
complete. Ducange* who adopts thefe adventurers as French, 
has hunted their footfteps with his ufual diligence (Hift. de C. P. 
I. vi. c. ij— 46.). He quotes an Arragonefe hiftory, which I 
have read with pleafure, and which the Spaniards extol as a 
model of ftyle and compofition (Expedicion de los Catalanes y 
Arragonefes contra Turcos y Griegos; Barcelona, 16*3, in 
quarto; Madrid, 1777, in oftavo). Don Francifco de Moncada, 
Conde de Ofona, may imitate Catfar or Sallufl: ; he may tran- 
fcribe the Greek or Italian contemporaries : but he never quotes 
his authorities, and I cannot difcern any national records of the 
exploits of his countrymen. 

*• See the laborious hiftory of Ducange, whofe accurate table 
. 1 of 
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ftrange ingratitude to the firfl and purefl fchool of C H a. p. 
liberal fcience and amufement. In the partition of u . 
the empire, the principality of Athens and Thebes 
was afligned to Otho de la Roche, a noble war- 
rior of Burgundy 5 % with the title of great 
duke ”, which the Latins underftood in their 
own fenfe, and the Greeks more foolifhly derived 
from the age of Conftantine 5 \ Otho followed 
the ftandard of the marquis of Montferrat ; the 
ample Rate which he acquired by a miracle of 
conduct or fortune ”, was peaceably inherited by 
his fon and two grandfons, till the family, though 
not the nation, was changed, by the marriage of 
an heirefs, into the elder branch of the houfe of 
Brienne. The fon of that marriage, Walter de 
Brienne, fucceeded to the dutchy of Athens ; 
and, with the aid of fome Catalan mercenaries, 

of the French dyfiafties, recapitulates the thirty-five paflages in 
which he mentions the dukes of Athens. 

s» He is twice mentioned by Villehardouin with honour (N° 

751. 235.) ; and under the firft paflage, Ducange obferves all that 
can be known of his perfon and family. 

55 From thefe Latin princes of the xiv ,h century, Boccace, Chau- 
cer, and Shakefpeare, have borrowed their Thefeus duke of 
Athens. An ignorant age transfers its own language and manner* 
to the moll diltant times. 

5+ The fame Conftantine gave to Sicily a king, to Ruflia the 
magnus dafifer of the empire, to Thebes the frimiterius : and 
thefe abfurd fables arc properly lalhed by Ducange fad Nicephor. 

Greg. 1. vii. c. $.). By the Latins, the Lord of Thebes was 
ftyled by corruption the Megas Kurios, or Grand Sire ! 

55 Quodam miracvlo, fays Alberic. He was probably received 
by Michael Choniates, the archbifhop who had defended Athens 
againft the tyrant Leo Sgurus (Nicetas in Baldwino). Michael 
was the brother of the hiftorian Nicetas ; and his encomium of 
Athens is (till extant in MS. in the Bodleian library (Fabric. Bib- 
liot. Grsec. tom. vi. p. 40J.). ’ _ 

Vol. XI. A a whom 
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chap, whom he inverted with fiefs, reduced above thirty 

. ^ , caftles of the vaffal or neighbouring lords. But 

when he was informed of the approach and am- 
bition of the great company, he collected a force 
of feven hundred knights, fix thoufand four hun- 
dred horfe, and eight thoufand foot, and boldly 
met them on the banks of the river Cephifus in 
Boeotia. The Catalans amounted to no more than 
three thoufand five hundred horfe, and four thou- 
fand foot : but the deficiency of numbers was 
compenfated by ftratagem and order. They 
formed round their camp an artificial inundation : 
the duke and his knights advanced without fear 
or precaution on the verdant meadow: their 
horfes plunged into the bog ; and he was cut in 
pieces, with the greateft part of the French ca- 
valry. His family and nation were expelled ; and 
his Ton Walter de Brienne, the titular duke of 
Athens, the tyrant of Florence, and the confta- 
ble of France, loft his life in the field of Poitiers. 
Attica and Boeotia were the rewards of the victo- 
rious Catalans : they married the widows and 
daughters of the flain ; and during fourteen years, 
the great company was the terror of the Grecian 
ftates. Their factions drove them to acknow- 
ledge the fovereignty of the houfe of Arragon ; and 
during the remainder of the fourteenth century, 
Athens, as a government or an appanage, was 
fucceflively bellowed by the kings of Sicily. 
After the French and Catalans, the third dynafty 
was that of the Accaioli, a family, plebeian at 
Florence, potent at ' Naples, and fovereign in 
Greece. Athens, which they embelliihed with 

new 
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new buildings, became the capital of a Hate, that 
extended over Thebes, Argos, Corinth, Delphi, 
and a part of ThefTaly ; and their reign was 
finally determined by Mahomet the fecond, who 
ftrangled the laft duke, and educated his fons in 
the difcipline and religion of the feraglio. 

Athens 56 , though no more than the lhadow of Prefent 
her former felf, Hill contains about eight or ten Atheni. 
thoufand inhabitants : of thefe, three fourths are 
Greeks in religion and language ; and the Turks, 
who compofe the remainder, have relaxed, in 
their intercourfe with the citizens, fomewhat of 
the pride and gravity of their national chara&er. 

The olive-tree, the gift of Minerva, flouriflies in 
Attica ; nor has the honey of mount Hymettus 
loft any part of its exquifite flavour 57 : but the 
languid trade is monopolifed by ftrangers ; and 
the agriculture of a barren land is abandoned to 
the vagrant Walachians. The Athenians are ftill 
diftinguifhed by the fubtlety and acutenefs of 
their underftandings : but thefe qualities, unlefs 
ennobled by freedom and enlightened by ftudy, 
will degenerate into a low and felfilh cunning: 


s<> The modern account of Athens, and the Athenians, is ex- 
traited from Spon (Voyage en Grece, tom. ii. p. 79 — 199.) and 
Wheeler (Travels into Greece, p. 337 — 414.), Stoart (Antiqui- 
ties of Athens, paffim) and Chandler (Travels into Greece, p. 33 
—172.). The firft of thefe travellers vifited Greece in the year 
1676, the laft 1765 ; and ninety years had not produced much 
difference in the tranquil feene. 

57 The ancients, or at leaft the Athenians, believed that all 
the bees in the vvoild had been propagated from mount Hyinet- 
tus. They taught, that health might be preferved, and life pro- 
longed, by the external ufe of oil, and the internal ufe of honey 
(Geoponica, 1 . xv. c. 7. p. 10S9— 1094. edit. Niclas). 
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CHAP, and it is a proverbial faying of the country, 
L Xlt - “ From the Jews of Theffalonica, the Turks of 
“ Negropont, and the Greeks of Athens, good 
“ Lord deliver us !” This artful people has 
eluded the tyranny of the Turkifh bafhaws, by 
an expedient which alleviates their fervitude and 
aggravates their fhame. About the middle of the 
laft century, the Athenians chofe for their pro- 
' teftor the Kiflar Aga, or chief black eunuch of 
the feraglio. This iEthiopian have, who poffefies 
the fultan’s ear, condefcends to accept the tribute 
of thirty thoufand crowns : his lieutenant, the 
Waywode, whom he annually confirms, may 
referve for his own about five or fix thoufand 
j more ; and fuch is the policy of the citizens, that 

they feldom fail to remove and punifh an oppreffive 
governor. Their private differences are decided 
by the archbifhop, one of the richeft prelates of 
the Greek church, fince he poffeffes a revenue of 
one thoufand pounds fterling ; and by a tribunal 
of the eight geronti or elders, chofen in the eight 
quarters of the city : the noble families cannot 
trace their pedigree above three hundred years j 
but their principal members are diftinguifhed by 
a grave demeanour, a fur-cap, and the lofty ap- 
pellation of archon. By fome, who delight in 
the contrail, the modern language of Athens is 
reprefented as the moft corrupt and barbarous of 
the feventy diale&s of the vulgar Greek 5 ‘ : this 

5» Ducange, Gloflar. Grxc. Prxfat. p. 8. who quotes for his 
author Theodofius Zygomalas, a modern grammarian. Yet 
Spoil (tom. ii. p. 194.) and Wheeler (p. 355 ), no incompetent 
judges, entertain a more favourable opinion of the Attic dialed*. 
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picture is too darkly coloured ; but it would c H A P. 
not be eafy, in the country of Plato and De- , , f 

mofthenes, to find a reader, or a copy, of 
their works. The Athenians walk with fupine 
indifference among the glorious ruins of anti- 
quity ; and fuch is the debafement of their cha- 
racter, that they are incapable of admiring the 
genius of their predecefftrs ,9 . 


59 Yet we mult not accufe them of corrupting the name of 
Athens, which they ftill call Athini. From the «; tw Aflitw, we 
have formed our own barbarifm of Seline j. 
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CHAP. LXIII. 

Civil Wars , and Ruin of the Greek Empire.-* - 
Reigns of Andronicus, the Elder and Younger , 
and John Palceologus. — Regency, Revolt , Reign , 
and Abdication of fohn Cantacuzcne. — Ejla- 
blifhment of a Genoefe Colony at Pera or Ga- 
lala. — Their Wars with the Empire and City 
of Conftantinopld. 

T HE long reign of Andronicus 1 the elder 
is chiefly memorable, by the difputes of 
the Greek church, the invalion of the Catalans, 
and the rife of the Ottoman power. He is cele- 
brated as the moil learned and virtuous prince 
of the age ; but fuch virtue, and filch learning, 
contributed neither to the perfeftion of the indi- 
vidual, nor to the happinefs of fociety. A Have 
of the moft abjeft fuperftition, he was furrounded 
on all fides by vifible and invifible enemies ; nor 
were the flames of hell lefs dreadful to his’ f^ncy, 
than thofe of a Catalan or Turkilh war. Under 
the reign of the Palseologi, the choice of the 
patriarch was the moft important bufmefs of the 
ftate ; the heads of the Greek church were am- 
bitious and fanatic monks ; and their vices or 
virtues, their learning or ignorance, were equally 

> Andronicus himfelf will juftify our freedom in the invec- 
tive (Nicephorus Gregoras, 1. i. c. i.), which he pronounced 
again ft hiftorie falfehood. It is true, that his cenfure is more 
pointedly urged againft calumny than againft adulation. 

mifehievous 
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mifchievous or contemptible. By his intempe- 
rate difcipline, the patriarch Athanafius * excited 
the hatred of the clergy and people : he was 
heard to declare, that the finner Ihould fwallow 
the lafl dregs of the cup of penance ; and the 
foolilh tale was propagated, of his punilhing a 
facrilegious afs that h?d tailed the lettuce of a 
convent garden. Driven from the throne by the 
univerfal clamour, Athanafius compofed before 
his retreat two papers of a very oppofite call. 
His public tellament was in the tone of charity 
and refignation ; the private codicil breathed the 
direll anathemas againft the authors of his dif- 
grace, whom he excluded for ever from the com- 
munion of the holy trinity, the angels, and the 
faints. This lafl paper he inclofed in an earthen 
pot, which was placed, by his order, on the top 
of one of the pillars in the dome of St. Sophia, 
in the dillant hope of difeovery and revenge. 
At the end of four years, fome youths, climbing 
by a ladder in fearch of pigeons nells, detected 
the fatal fecret ; and, as Andronicus felt himfelf 
touched and bound jby the excommunication, he 
trembled on the brink of the abyfs which had 
been fo treacheroufly dug under his feet. A fynod 
of bilhops was inftantly convened to debate this 
important quellion : the ralhnefs of thefe clan- 

* For the anathema in the pigeon’s nelt, fee Pzchymer ( 1 . ix. 
c. 94. ), who relates the general hiftory of Athanafius ( 1 . viii. 
c. 13 — 16. 10 — 94. 1. x. c. 27—29. 31 — 36. 1 xi. c. 1—3. 5, 6. 
1 . xiii. c. 8. 10. 23. 35.), and i»- followed by Nicephorus Gre- 
goras (1. vi. 5. 7. 1. vii. c. 1. 9.), who includes the fecond re- 
treat of this fecond Chryfoftom. 
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chap, deftine anathemas was generally condemned ; 

Lxm. as t ^ e k not C ould be untied only by the 

fame hand, as that hand was now deprived of the 
erofier, it appeared that this pofthumous decree 
wa^irrevocable by any earthly power. Some 
fairft teflimonies of repentance and pardon were 
extorted from the author of the mifchief ; but 
the confcience of the emperor was ftill wounded, 
and he defired, with no lefs ardour than Atha- 
nafius himfelf, the reftoration of a patriarch, by 
whom alone he could be healed. At the dead of 
night, a monk rudely knocked at the door of the 
royal bed-chamber, announcing a revelation of 
plague and famine, of inundations and earth- 
quakes. Andronicus darted from his bed, and 
fpent the night in prayer, till he felt, or thought 
that he felt, a flight motion of the earth. The 
emperor on foot led the bilhops and monks to 
the cell of Athanaflus ; and, after a proper re- 
fiflance, the faint, from whom this meflfage had 
been fent, confented to abfolve the prince, and 
govern the church, of Condantinople. Untamed 
by difgrace, and hardened by folitude, the (hep- 
herd was again odious to the flock ; and his ene- 
mies contrived a Angular, and as it proved a fuc- 
cefsful, mode of revenge. In the night, they 
flole away the footdool or foot-cloth of his throne, 
which they fecretly replaced with the decoration 
of a fatirical pi&ure. The emperor was painted 
yvith a bridle in his moqth, and Athanaflus lead- 
ing the tradable bead to the feet of Chrift. The 
authors of the libel we're dete&ed and punifhed ^ 
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but as their lives had been fpared, the Chridian 
pried in fullen indignation retired to his cell ; 
and the eyes of Andronicus, which had been 
opened for a moment, were again dofed by his 
fuccefibr. 

If this tranfa&ion be one of the mod curious 
and important of a reign of fifty years, I cannot 
at lead accufe the brevity of my materials, fince 
I reduce into fome few pages the enormous folios 
of Pachymer 3 , Cantacuzene + , and Nicephorus 
Gregoras 5 , who have compofed the prolix and 
languid dory of the times. The name and fitua- 
tion of the emperor John Cantacuzene might 
infpire the mod lively curiofity. His memorials 
of forty years extend from the revolt of the 
younger Andronicus to his own abdication of the 
empire ; and it is obferved, that, like Mofes and 
Caefar, he was the principal a&or in the fcenes 
which he defcribes. But in this eloquent work, 
we fhould vainly feek the fincerity of an hero or 
a penitent. Retired in a cloyder from the vices 

~3 Pachymer, in feven books, 377 folio pages, defcribes the 
firft twenty-fix years of Andronicus the Elder ; and marks the 
date of his compofition by the current news or lye of the day 
(A. D. 1308). Either death or difguft prevented him from re- 
fuming the pen. 

4 After an interval of twelve years, from the ' conclufion of 
Pachymer, Cahtacuzenus takes up the pen ; and his firft book 
(c. 1 — 59. p. 9 — 1 jo.) relates the civil war, and the eight lalt 
years of the elder Andronicus. The ingenious companion 
with Mofes and Caefar, is fancied by his French tranflator, the 
prefident Coufin, 

s Nicephorus Gregoras more briefly includes the entire life 
ail'd reign of Andronicus the Elder ( 1 . vi. c. 1— 1 . x. c. 1. p. 96— 
591.). This is the part of which Cantacuzene complains as a falfe 
ft:}d malicious rcprefentation of his conduit. 
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CHAP, and paflions of the world, he prefents not a con- 
V LX ^ IL , feffion, but an apology, of the life of an ambi- 
tious ltatefman. Inilead of unfolding the true 
counfels and chara&ers of men, he difplays the 
fmooth and fpecious furface of events, highly 
varni filed with his own praifes and thofe of his 
friends. Their motives are always pure ; their 
ends always legitimate : they confpire and rebel 
without any views of intereil ; and the violence 
which they infli£t or fuffer is celebrated as fhe 
fpontaneous eilect of reafon and virtue. 

Firft dif- After the example of the firlb of the Palaeologi, 
tween the the elder Andronicus affociated his fon Michael to 
eider and t i ie honours of the purple : and from the age of 

younger r r ' . 6 

Andro- eighteen to his premature death, that prince was 
"a!*!). acknowledged, above twenty-five years, as the 

1329 . fecond emperor of -the Greeks 6 . At the head 

of an army, he excited neither the fears of the 
enemy nor the jealoufy of the court ; his modefty 
and patience were never tempted to compute the 
years of his father ; nor was that father com- 
pelled to repent of his liberality either by the 
virtues or vices of his fon. The fon of Michael 
was named Andronicus from his grandfather, to 
whofe early favour he was introduced by that 
nominal refemblance. The bloffoms of wit and 
beauty encreafed the fondnefs of the elder Andro- 

6 He was crowned. May ai !t , 129 5, and died O&ober 
1310 (Ducange, Fam. Byz. p. *39.). His brother Theodore, by 
a fecond marriage, inherited the marquifate of Montferrat, apof- 
tatifed to the religion and manners of the Latins (in 

liffi ir.ptt x..| rp^xuaTt, Mac k a;o xcu iraa-ct iJifii Aatihi iff axpai^m;. 

Nic. Greg. 1 . ix. c. 1.), and founded a dyr.afty of Ikdian princes, 
which was extinguilhed A. D. j 533 (Ducange, Fam. Byz. p. 
S 49 — 2 J 3 -)' 
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nicus ; and, with the common vanity of age, he cha p. 
expe&ed to realize in the fecond^ the hope which . f 

had been difappointed in the hrft, generation. 

The boy was educated in the palace as an heir 
and a favourite ; and, in the oaths and acclama- 
tions of the people, the augujl triad was formed 
by the names of the father, the fon, and the 
grandfon. But the younger Andronicus was 
fpeedily corrupted by his infant greatnefs, while 
he beheld with puerile impatience the double ob- 
ftacle that hung, and might long hang, over his 
rifmg ambition. It w r as not to acquire fame, or 
to diffufe happinefs, that he fo eagerly afpired : 
wealth and impunity were in his eyes the molt 
precious attributes of a monarch ; and his firft 
indifcreet demand was the fovereignty of fomet 
rich and fertile ifland, where he might lead a life 
of independence and pleafure. The emperor was- 
offended by the loud and frequent intemperance 
which diflurbed his capital : the fums which his 
parfimony denied were fupplied by the Genoefe 
ufurers of Pera ; and the oppreffive debt, w r hich 
confolidated the intereft of a faction, could be 
difcharged only by a revolution. A beautiful 
female, a matron in rank, a proftitute in man-, 
ners, had inftru&ed the younger Andronicus in 
the rudiments of love ; but he had reafon to fuf- 
fpe£k the no&urnal vifits of a rival ; and a 
ftranger pafiing through the llreet was pierced 
by the arrows of his guards, who w r ere placed in 
ambufh at her door. That ftranger was his bro- 
ther, prince Manuel, who languifhed and died of 
his wound ; and the emperor Michael, their com- . 

mon 
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C LXin P mon ^ at ^ er ’ w ^ofe health was in a declining ftate, 

■ , — — « expired on the eighth day, lamenting the lofs of 
both his children 7 . However guiltlefs in his in- 
tention, the younger Andronicus might impute * 
a brother’s and a father’s death to the confequence 
of his own vices ; and deep was the figh of think- 
ing and feeling men, when they perceived, in- 
ftead of forrow and repentance, his ill-diffembled 
joy on the removal of two odious competitors. 
By thefe melancholy events, and the increafe of 
his diforders, the mind of the elder emperor was 
gradually alienated ; and, after many fruitlefs re- 
proofs, he transferred on another grandfon 8 his 
hopes and affe&ion. The change was announced 
by the new oath of allegiance to the reigning 
fovereign, and the perfon whom he Ihould appoint 
for his fucceffor 5 and the acknowledged heir, 
after a repetition of infults and complaints, was 
expofed to the indignity of a public trial. Be- 
fore the fentence, which would probably have 
condemned him to a dungeon or a cell, the em- 
peror was informed that the palace courts were 
filled with the armed followers of his grandfon ; 
the judgment was foftened to a treaty of reconci- 
liation ; and the triumphant efcape of the prince 
encouraged the ardour of the younger faftion. 

7 We are indebted to Nicephorus Gregoras ( 1 . viii. c. 1.) for 
the knowledge of this tragic adventure; while Cantacuzene 
more difcreetly conceals the vices of Andronicus the Younger, of 
which he was the witnefs, and perhaps the alfociate (1. i. c. 1, 
tic.). 

* His deftined heir was Michael Catharus, the baftard of Con- 
ftantine his fccond fon. In this project of excluding his grandfon 
Andronicus, Nicephorus Gregoras ( 1 . viii. c. 3,) agrees with 
Cantacuzene ( 1 . i. c. 1, 2.). 

Yet 
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Yet the capital, the clergy, and the fenate, ad- c L xin P ' 
hered to the perfon, or at leafl to the government, <l t 
of the old emperor ; and it was only in the pro- civil war* 
vinces, by flight, and revolt, and foreign fuccour, between 
that the malecontents could hope to vindicate emperors, 
their caufe and fubvert his throne. The foul of P - 

_ . I3»l, 

the enterprife was the great domeftic John Can- April ao— 
tacuzene: the Tally from Conflantinople is the I3 ’j 8,* 
firft date of his a&ions and memorials ; and if * 4 ' 
his own pen be moll defcriptive of his patriotifm, 
an unfriendly hiltorian has not refufed to cele- 
brate the zeal and ability which he difplayed in 
the fervice of the young emperor. That prince 
efcaped from the capital under the pretence of 
hunting ; ere&ed his llandard at Adrianople ; 
and, in a few days, aflembled fifty thoufand 
horfe and foot, whom neither honour nor duty 
could have armed againft the Barbarians. Such 
a force might have laved or commanded the em- 
pire; but their counfels were difcordant, their 
motions were flow and doubtful, and their pro- 
grefs was checked by intrigue and negociation. 

The quarrel of the two Andronici was protra&ed, 
and fulpended, and renewed, during a ruinous 
period of feven years. In the firll treaty, the 
’ relics of the Greek empire were divided : Con- 
llantinople, Theflalonica, and the illands, were 
left to the elder, while the younger acquired the 
fovereignty of the greatefl part of Thrace, from 
Philippi t q the Byzantine limit. By the fecond corona- 
treaty, he llipulated the payment of his troops, y0U nper 
his immediate coronation, and an adequate lhare ^ u n s drom ‘ 
of the power and revenue of the Hate. The a. d. 

third pci! 5 ;. 
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■c if A p. third civil war was terminated by the furprife of 
. 1X1 J1 , Conftantinople, the final retreat of the old em- 
peror, and the foie reign of his victorious grand- 
fon. The reafons of this delay may be found in 
the characters of the men and of the times* 
When the heir of the monarchy firft pleaded his 
* wrongs and his apprehenfions, he was heard with 

pity and applaufe : and his adherents repeated 
on all fides the inconfiftent promife, that he 
would increafe the pay of the foldiers and alleviate 
the burthens of the people. The grievances of 
forty years were mingled in his revolt ; and the 
riling generation was fatigued by the endlefs prof- 
pect of a reign, whofe favourites and maxims 
were of other times. The youth of Andronicus 
had been without fpirit, his age was without re- 
verence : his taxes produced an annual revenue 
of five hundred thoufand pounds ; yet the richeft 
of the fovereigns of Chriftendom was incapable of 
maintaining three thoufand horfe and twenty 
gallies, to refill the deftru&ive progrefs of the 
Turks 9 . ** How different,” faid the younger 
Andronicus, “ is my fituation from that of the 
“ fon of Philip ! Alexander might complain, 

“ that his father would leave him nothing to 
ft conquer : alas ! my grandfire will leave me 
“ nothing to lofe.” But the Greeks were foon 
admonilhed, that the public diforders could not 

9 See NicephorusGregoras.l. viii. c. 6. The younger Androni- 
cus complained, that in four years and four months, a fum of 
350,000 byzants of gold was due to him for the expcnces of his 
houfchold (Cantacuzen. 1 . i. c. 48.). Yet he would have remitted 
the debt, if he might have been allowed to fqueeze the farmers 
of the revenue. 

be 
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be healed by a civil war ; and that their young c H A P. 
favourite was not deftined to be the faviour of a LX ^ in - ^ 
falling empire. On the firft repulfe, his party was 
broken by his own levity, their inteftine difcord, 
and the intrigues of the ancient court, which 
tempted each malecontent to defert or betray the 
caufe of rebellion. Andronicus the younger was 
touched with remorfe, or fatigued with bufinefs, 
or deceived by negociation : pleafure rather than 
power was his aim ; and the licence of maintain- 
ing a thoufand hounds, a thoul'and hawks, and a 
thoufand huntfmen, was fufficient 'to fully his 
fame and difarm his ambition. 

Let us now furvey the cataftrophe of this bufy The elder 
plot, and the final fituation of the principal a^abdi'r 
a&ors ,0 . The age of Andronicus was confumed cates thc 
in civil difcord ; and, amidft the events of war ment, 
and treaty, his power and reputation continually 
decayed, till the fatal night in which the gates of 24* 
the city and palace were opened without refin- 
ance to his grandfon. His principal commander 
fcorned the repeated warnings of danger ; and 
retiring to reft in the vain fecurity of ignorance, 
abandoned the feeble monarch, with fome priefts 
and pages, to the terrors of a fleeplefs night. 

Thefe terrors were quickly realized by the hoftile 
fhouts, which proclaimed the titles and victory 
of Andronicus the younger ; and the aged empe- 
ror, falling proftrate before an image of the 

10 I follow thc chronology of Nicephorus Gregoras, who is 
remarkably exait. It is proved, that Cantaeuzenc has miftaken 
thc dates of his own aftions, or rather that Lis text has been cor- 
rupted by ignorant tranferibers. 

6 • Virgin, 
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CH^AP. Virgin, difpatched a fuppliant meffage to refign 
L j ' i the fceptre, and to obtain his life at the hands of 
the conqueror. The anfwer of his grandfon was 
decent and pious ; at the prayer of his friends, 
the younger Andronicus affumed the foie admini- 
ftration ; but the elder Hill enjoyed the name and 
pre-eminence of the firft emperor, the ufe of the 
great palace, and a penfion of twenty-four thou- 
land pieces of gold, one half of which was afiigned 
on the royal treafure, and the other on the fifhery 
of Conftantinople. But his impotence was foon 
expofed to contempt and oblivion; the vafl 
filence of the palace was difturbed only by the 
cattle and poultry of the neighbourhood, which 
roved with impunity through the folitary courts ; 

- , • and a reduced allowance of ten thoufand pieces 
of gold “ was all that he could alk, and more 
than he could hope. His calamities were embit- 
tered by the gradual extin&ion of fight ; his con r 
finement was rendered each day more rigorou$ r ; 
and during the abfence and ficknefs of his grand- 
fon, his inhuman keepers, by the threats of 
inflant death, compelled him to exchange the 
purple for the monadic habit and profefiion. 
The monk Antony had renounced the pomp of 
the world : yet he had occafion for a coarfe fur 
in the winter feafon, and as wine was forbidden 
by his confelfor, and water by his phyfician, the 
Iherbet of Egypt was his common drink. It w*a$ 

i 11 I have endeavoured to reconcile the 24,000 pieces of Canta- 

cuzene (1. ii. c. 1.) with the 10,000 of Nicephorus Gregoras (1. 
ix. c. 4.) ; the one of whom wiihed to foften, the other to mag- 
nify. the hardlhips of the old emperor. 

’ not 
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Hot without difficulty that the late emperor could 
procure three or four pieces to fatisfy thefe fimple 
wants ; and if he bellowed the gold to relieve 
the more painful diftrefs of a friend, the facrifice 
is of fome weight in the fcale of humanity and 
religion. Four years after his abdication, An- 
dronicus or. Antony expired in a cell, in the 
feventy-fourth year of his age : and the laft {train 
of adulation could only promife a more fplendid 
crown of glory in heaven, than he had enjoyed 
upon earth *\ 

Nor was the reign of the younger, more glori- 
ous or fortunate than that of the elder, Androni- 
cus ' 3 . He gathered the fruits of ambition ; but 
the talle was tranfient and bitter : in the fupreme 
ftation he loll the remains of his early popularity j 
and the defeats of his chara&er became Hill more 
confpicuous to the world. The public reproach 
urged him to march in perfon againfl the Turks ; 
nor did his courage fail in the hour of trial ; but 
a defeat and a wound were the only trophies of 
his expedition in Afia, which confirmed the 
eftablilhment of the Ottoman monarchy. , The 
abufes of the civil government attained their full 
maturity and perfection : his negledl of forms, 
and the confufion of national drefles, are deplored 

t 

14 See Nicephorus Gregoras ( 1 . ix. 6, 7, 8. ro. 14. 1 . x. c. 
1.). The hiltorian had tatted of the profperity, and fiiared the 
retreat, of his benefadtor; and that friendlliip, which “waits 
“ or to the fcaffold or the cell,” ftiould not lightly be accufed 
as “ a hireling, a proftitute to praife.’’ 

The foie reign of Andronicus the younger is defcribed by 
Cantacuzene ( 1 . ii. c. 1 — 40. p. 191 — 339.) and Nicephorus Cre- 
goras (1. ix. c. 7 — 1. xi, c. 11. p. 161 — y$i.). 
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c m a P. by the Greeks as the fatal fyraptoms of the decay 
empire. Andronicus was old before his 
time : the intemperance of youth had accelerated 
the infirmities of age ; and after being refcued 
from a dangerous malady by nature, or phyfic, 
or the Virgin, he was fnatched away before he 
liis two had accomplilhed his forty-fifth year. He was 

wives* * ' • 

twice married j and as the progrefs of the Latins 

in arms and arts had foftened the prejudices of 
the Byzantine court, his two wives were chofen 
in the princely houfes of Germany and Italy. 
The firft, Agnes at home, Irene in Greece, was 
daughter of the duke of Brunfwick, Her fa- 
ther ,+ was a petty lord '* in the poor and favage 
regions of the north of Germany 16 : yet he de- 
rived 

>* Agnes, or Irene, was the daughter of duke Henry the Won- 
derful, the chief of the houfe of Brunfwick, and the fourth in 
defeent from the famous Henry the Lion, duke of Saxony and 
Bavaria, and conqueror of the Slavi on the Baltic coaft. Her bro- 
ther Henry was furnamed the Greek, from his two joumies into 
the Bait: but thefe joumies were fubfequent to his filter's mar- 
riage ; and I am ignorant boiv Agnes was difeovered in the heart 
of Germany, and recommended to the Byzantine court (Rimius, 
Memoirs of the Houfe of Brunfwick, p. i»6— 137.). 

'5 Henry the Wonderful was the founder of the branch of 
Grubenhagen, extinct in the year 1596 (Rimius, p. 587.)* He re- 
fided in the cattle of Wolfenbuttel, and pofiefled no more than a 
fixth part of the allodial eftates of Brunfwick and Luneburgh, 
which the Guelph family had faved from the confifcation of their 
great fiefs. The frequent partitions among brothers, had almoft 
ruined the princely houfes of Germany, till that juft, but perni- 
cious, law was (lowly fuperfeded by the right of primogeniture. 
The principality of Grubenhagen, one of the latt remains of the 
Hercynian foreft, is a woody, mountainous, and barren tra< 5 t 
(Bufching’s Geography, vol. vi. p. 370—286. Englifh tranflation.). 

16 The royal author of the Memoirs of Brandenburgh will 
teach us, how juftly, in a much later period, the north of Ger- 
many deferved the epithets of poor and barbarous (Eflai fur lea 

Moeurs, 
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rived fome revenue from his filver mines 17 j chap. 
and his family is celebrated by the Greeks LX ^ n1 - , 
as the moll ancient and noble of the Teutonic 
name ,s . After the death of this childlefs princefs, 
Andronicus fought in marriage Jane, the lifter of 
the count of Savoy ; and his fuit was preferred 
to that of the French king 10 . The count re- 
fpected in his After the fuperior majefty of a Ro- 
man emprefs : her retinue was compofed of 

knights and ladies ; fhe was regenerated and 
crowned in St. Sophia, under the more ortho- 
dox appellation of Anne j and, at the nuptial 

Mceurs, &c.). In the year 1306, in the woods of Luneburgh, 
fome wild people of the Vened race were allowed to bury alive 
their infirm and ufelefs parents (Rimius, p. 136.). 

*7 The afiertion of Tacitus, that Germany was deftitute of 
the precioui metals, mull be taken, even in his own time, with 
fome limitation (Germania, c. 5. Anna!, xi. 10.). According to 
Spener (Hilt. Germania: Pragmatica, tom. i. p. 351.), Argenti- 
fodina in Hercyniis montibus, imperante Othone magno (A. D. 

968) primum apertae, largam etiam opes augendi dedcrunt co- 
piam : but Rimius (p. 258, 259.) defers till the year 1016 the dif- 
covery of the filver mines of Grubenhagen, or the Upper Hartz, 
which were produftive in the beginning of the xiv'h century, 
and which (till yield a confiderable revenue to the boufe of Bruns- 
wick. ' 

'* Cantacuzene has given a molt honourable teftimony, « >’e« 

«ut* 6uya.Tr,} b ■!*<>; m jujrjitfui* (the modern Greeks employ 
the >1 for the b, and the for the 0 , and the whole will read in 
the Italian idiom di Brunzuic), ru n*f outok 
W/stiti *a»T«c T “C '-(J-Ifvlu; uir!(0a\*nTo; rn yirv{. The praife is juft 
in itfelf, and plealing to an Englilh ear. 

*9 Anne, or Jane, was one of the four daughters of Amedee 
the Great, by a lecond marriage, and half filter of his fucceflor 
Edward count of Savoy (Anderfon’s Tables, p. 650.). See Can- 
tacuzene (1. i. c. 40—42.). 

13 That king, if the fad be true, mult have been Charles the 
Fair, who in five years (1311 — 1326) was married to three wives 
(Andcrfon, p. 6»8.). Anne of Savoy arrived at Conftantinople in 
February 1326. 

B b 2 feaft. 
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c n a p. 

JLXI1I. 


Reign of 
John P,i- 
JiEologUS, 

A. D. 


IJ4I, 
June 15- 
A. D. 
1391 - 
Fortune 
of John 
Cantacu- 
2enus. 


feaft, the Greeks and Italians vied with each other 
in the 'martial exercifes of ’tilts and tournaments. 

life envprefs Anne of Savoy furvived her huf- 
band: their fon, John Palceologus, was left an 
orphan and an emperor, in the ninth year of Ms 
age ; and his weaknefs was protected by the frrft 
•and rhoft deferving of the Greeks. The long and 
cordial friendfhip of his father for John Cantacu- 
zene is alike honourable to the prince and the 
fabjefl. It had been formed amidft the pleafutes 
of their youth : their families Were almoft equally 
noble 41 and the recent Iuftre of the purple was 
amply compenfated by the energy of a private 
education. We have feen that the young emperor 
was faved by Cantacuzene from the pow er of his 
grandfather ; and, after fix years of civil' war, 
the fame favourite brought him back in triumph 
to the palace of Conftantinople. Under the reign 
of Andronicus the younger, the great domeftic 
ruled the emperor and the empire ; and it was by 
his valour and conduct that the ifle of Lefoos and 
the principality of -iEtolia were reftored to their 
ancient allegiance. His enemies confefs, that, 
among the public robbers, Cantacuzene alone 
was moderate and abftemious ; and the free and 
Voluntary account which he produces of his own- 
wealth 42 may fuftain the prefumption that it was 
'devolved by inheritance, and not accumulated by 


11 The noble race of the Cantacuzeni (illuftrious from the xi ! <» 
century in the Byzantine annals) was drawn from the Paladins of 
France, the heroes of thofe romances which in the x'sii'h cen- 
tury were tra'nllated and read by the Greeks (Dueange, Fam. 
By/ant. p. aj8.). 

See Cantacuzene ( 1 . iii. c. 24 . 30. 36.). 

rapine. 
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• rapine. He does not indeed fpecify the value of C h a p. 
his money, plate, and jewels ; yet, after a vo- . LXm ' . 
luntary gift of two hundred vafes of filver, after 
much had been fecreted by his friends and plun- 
dered by his foes, his forfeit treafures were fuf- 
ficient for the equipment of a fleet of feventy gal- 
lies. He does not meafure the fize and num- 
ber of his eftates ; but his granaries were heaped 
with an incredible ftore of wheat and barley ; and 
the labour of a thoufand yoke of oxen might cul- 
tivate, according to the pra&ice of antiquity, 
about fix;ty-two thoufand five hundred acres of 
arable land **. His paftures were ftockcd with 
two thoufand five hundred brood marcs, two 
hundred camels, three hundred mules, five hun- 
dred afles, five thoufand horned cattle, fifty thou- 
fand hogs, and feventy thoufand fheep M : a pre- 
cious record of rural opulence, in the laft period 
of the empire, and in a land, moft probably in 
Thrace, fo repeatedly wafted by foreign and do- 
meftic hoftility. The favour of Cantacuzene was 
above his fortune. In the moments of familiarity, 
in the hour of ficknefs, the emperor was delirous 


*! S.iferna, in Gaul, and Columella, in Italy or Spain, allow 
two yoke of oxen, two drivers, and fix Labourers, for two hun- 
dred jugera (nj’Englifh acres) of arable land, and three more 
men muft be added if there be much underwood (Columella de 
Re Ruftica, l.ii. c. 13. p. 441. edit. Gefner). 

*4 In this enumeration ( 1 . iii. c. 30.), the French tranflation 
of the prefident Coulin is blotted with three palpable and dlcu- 
tial errors, j. He omits the ioco yoke of working oxen. ?. 
He interprets the h-svt*>iw«»i •rfm by the number of fif- 

teen hundred. 3. Fie confounds myriads with chiliads, and givts 
Cantacuzene no more than 5000 hogs. Put not your truft in 
tranflations ! 

B b 3 “ to 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

to level the diftance between them, and preffed 
his friend to accept the diadem and purple. The 
virtue of the great domeftic, which is attefted by 
his own pen, refilled the dangerous propofal ; but 
the laft teftament of Andronicus the younger 
named him the guardian of his fon, and the 
regent of the empire. 

Had the regent found a fuitable return of obe- 
dience and gratitude, perhaps he would have afted 
with pure and zealous fidelity in the fervice of his 
pupil l5 . A guard of five hundred foldiers watched 
over his perfon and the palace ; the funeral of 
the late emperor was decently performed ; the 
capital was filent and fubmillive ; and five hun- 
dred letters, which Cantacuzene difpatched in the 
firfl month, informed the provinces of their lofs 
and their duty. The profpedt of a tranquil mino- 
rity was blafted by the great duke or admiral 
Apocaucus ; and to exaggerate his perfidy, the 
Imperial hiltorian is pleafed to magnify his own 
imprudence, in raifing him to that office againft: 
the advice of his more fagacious fovereign. Bold 
and fubtle, rapacious and profufe, the avarice 
and ambition of Apocaucus were by turns fubfer- 
vient to each other ; and his talents were ap- 
plied to the ruin of his country. His arrogance 
was heightened by the command of a naval force 
and an impregnable caflle, and under the mafk of 
oaths and flattery he fecretly confpired againft his 


** See the regency and reign of John Cantacuzenus, and the 
whole progrefs of the civil war, in his own hiftory (1. iii. c. 1— 
ioo- p. 348—700.), and in that of Nicephorus Gregoras (1. xii. 
c. 1— 1. xv. c. 9. p. 353—49*0* 

benefactor. 
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benefa&or. The female court of the emprefs was 
bribed and dire&ed : he encouraged Anne of 

Savoy to affert, by the law of nature, the tute- 
lage of her fon ; the love of power was difguifed 
by the anxiety of maternal tendernefs ; and the 
founder of the Palsologi had inftru&ed his po- 
fterity to dread the example of a perfidious 
guardian. The patriarch John of Apri, was a 
proud and feeble old man, encompaffed by a nu- 
merous and hungry kindred. He produced an 
obfolete epiftle of Andronicus, which bequeathed 
the prince and people to his pious care : the fate 
of his predeceffor Arfenius prompted him to pre- 
vent, rather than punilh, the crimes of an ulur- 
per ; and Apocaucus fmiled at the fuccefs ofi his 
own flattery, when he beheld the Byzantine prieft: 
affuming the ftate and temporal claims of the Ro- 
man pontiff * 4 . Between three perfons fo dif- 
ferent in their fituation and character, a private 
league was concluded : a fhadow of authority 
was reffored to the fenate ; and the people was 
tempted by the name of freedom. By this pow- 
erful confederacy, the great domeftic was af- 
faulted at firff with clandeftine, at length with 
open, arms. His prerogatives were difputed ; his 
opinions flighted ; his friends perl'ecuted j and his 
fafety was threatened both in the camp and city. 
In his abfence on the public fervice, he was ac- 


*6 He aflumed the royal privilege of red (hoes or bufkins ; 
placed on his head a mitre of lilk and gold ; fubferibed his cpiftles 
with hyacinth or green ink, and claimed for the new, whatever 
Conftantine had given to the ancient, Rome (Cantacuzen. 1 . iii. 
c. 36. Nic. Gregoras, 1 . xiv. c. 3.). 

B b 4 cufed 
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chap, ciifed of treafon ; profcribed as an enemy of the 
^ L * m ' r church and ftate ; and delivered, with all his 
adherents, to the fword' of juftice, the vengeance 
of the people, and the power of the. devil: his 
fortunes were confiscated ; his aged mother was 
call into prifon ; all his pall fervices were buried 
in oblivion ; and he was driven by injuftice to 
perpetrate the crime of which he was accufed 17 . 
From the review of his preceding conduct, Can- 
tacuzene appears to have been guiltlefs of- any 
treafonable defigns ; and the only fufpieion of his 
innocence mull arife from the vehemence of his 
protections, and the fublime purity which he 
afcribcs to his own virtue. While the emprefs 
and the patriarch Hill affeded the appearances of 
harmony, he repeatedly folicited the permiffion 
of retiring to a private, and even a monaftic, 
life. After he had been declared a public enemy, 
it was his fervent wilh to throw himfelf at the 
feet of the young emperor, and to receive with* 
out a murmur the ftroke of the executioner : it 
was not without reluctance that he lillened to the 
voice of reafon, which inculcated the facred duty 
of laving his family and friends, and proved that 
he could only fave them by drawing the fword 
and ajTuming the Imperial title. 

Cantacu- In the ftrong city of Demotica, his peculiar 

fumes the domain, the emperor John Cantacuzenus was 
purple, 

*7 Nic. Greg'.irrts (1. xii. c. 5.’' confefies the innocence and vir- . 
tues of Cantacuzenua, the guilt and flagitious vices of Af/ocau- 
cus ; nor does he diflemble the motive of his perfonal and reli- 
gious enmity to the former j »w »:<».«* nMw, a>Titc « r»r*s 

n; tvt iJi/jii tn-~i fUf •!. , 

invelled 
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inverted with the purple buikins : his right-leg 
was clothed by his noble kinfmen, the left by the 
Latin chiefs, on whom he conferred the order of 
knighthood. But even in this aft of revolt, he 
was ftill ftudious of loyalty ; and the titles of John 
Pakeologus and Anne of Savoy were proclaimed 
before his own name and that of his wife Irenes 
Such vain ceremony is a thin difguife of rebet- 
lion, nor are there perhaps any pcrfbnal wrongs 
that can authorife a fubjeft to take arms againft 
his fovereign : but the want of preparation and 
fuccefs may confirm the aflurance of the ufurper, 
that this decifive ftep was the effeft of necellity 
rather than of choice. Conftantinople adhered to 
the young emperor: the king of Bulgaria w&s 
invited to the relief of Adrianople : the principal 
cities of Thrace and Macedonia, after fome heft- 
tation, renounced their obedience to the great 
domeftic ; and the leaders of the troops and pro- 
vinces were induced, by their private intereft, 
to |prefer the loofe dominion of a woman and a 
prieft. The army of Cantacuzene, in fixtecri 
divifions, was ftationed on the banks of the Me- 
las to tempt or intimidate the capital : it was 

difperfed by treachery or fear ; and the officers, ' 
more efpecially the mercenary Latins, accepted 
the bribes, and embraced the fervice, of the By- 
zantine court. After this lofs, the rebel emperor 
(he fiuftuatcd between the two characters) took 
the road of Theffalonica with a chofen remnant ; 
but he failed in his enterprife on that important 
place ; and he was clofely purfued by the great 
duke, his enemy Apocaucus, at the head of a 

fuperior 
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Chap, fuperior power by fea and land. Driven from the 
LXUI. CO aft, in his march, or rather flight, into the 
mountains of Servia, Cantacuzene alfembled his 
troops to fcrutinize thofe who were worthy and 
willing to accompany his broken fortunes. A 
bafe majority bowed and retired ; and his trufty 
band was diminifhed to two thoufand, and at laft 
to five hundred, volunteers. The Cral 1S , or 
defpot of the Servians, received him with gene- 
rous hofpitality ; but the ally was infenfibly de- 
graded to a fuppliant, an hoftage, a captive ; and, 
in this miferable dependence, he waited at the 
door of the Barbarian, who could difpofe of the 
life and liberty of a Roman emperor. The molt 
tempting offers could not perfuade the cral to 
violate his trull ; but he loon inclined to the 
ftronger fide ; and his friend was difmilfed with- 
out injury to a new viciflitude of hopes and perils. 
Near fix years the flame of difcord burnt with 
various fuccefs and unabated rage : the cities 
were did rafted by the faftion of the nobles and 
the plebeians : the Cantacuzeni and Palasologi : 
and the Bulgarians, the Servians, and the 
Turks, were invoked on both fides as the inftru- 
ments of private ambition and the common ruin. 


The civil 
war, 

A. D. 

* 341 — 

* 347 . 


l% The princes of Servia (Ducange, Famil. Dalmatic*, &c. 
C. 4, 3, 4. 9.) were ftyled Defpots in Greek, and Cral, in their 
native idiom (Ducange, GloiF. Grsec, p. 751.). That title, the 
equivalent of king, appears to be of Sclavonic origin, from whence 
it has been borrowed by the Hungarians, the modem Greeks, 
and even by the Turks (Leundavius, Pandedt. Turc. p. 444.), 
who referve the name ofPadifhah for the emperor. To obtain 
the latter inftead of the former, is the ambition of the French 
at Conftantinople (Avertiflement a l’Hiitoire de Timur Bee, 
p. 39.}. 

- The 


Digitized by Google 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

The regent deplored the calamities, of which he 
was the author and vidlim : and his own expe- 
rience might didtate a juft and lively remark on 
the different nature of foreign and civil war. 
“ The former,” faid he, “ is the external warmth 
“ of fummer, always tolerable, and often bene- 
“ ficial ; the latter is the deadly heat of a fever, 
“ which confumes without a remedy the vitals of 
“ the conftitution **.” 

The introdudtion of barbarians and favages 
into the contefts of civilized nations, is a mea- 
fure pregnant with lhame and mifchief j which 
the intereft of the moment may compel, but 
which is reprobated by the beft principles of hu- 
manity and reafon. It is the pradtice of both 
fides to accufe their enemies of the guilt of the 
firft alliances ; and thole who fail in their nego- 
tiations, are loudeft in their cenfure of the ex- 
ample which they envy, and would gladly imitate. 
The Turks of Afia were lefs barbarous perhaps 
than the Ihepherds of Bulgaria and Servia ; but 
their religion rendered them the implacable foes 
of Rome and Chriftianity. To acquire the friend- 
fhip of their emirs, the two fadtions vied with 
each other in bafenefs and profufion : the dexte- 
rity of Cantacuzene obtained the preference : but 
the fuccour and vidtory were dearly purchafed by 
the marriage of his daughter with an infidel, the 
captivity of many thoufand Chriftians, and the 
paffage of the Ottomans into Europe, the laft and 
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*9 Nic. Gregoras, 1. xii. c. 14 . It is furprifing, that Canta- 
cuzene has not infeitcd this juft and lively image in his oto 
writings. 

fatal 
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chap, fatal ftroke in the fall of the Roman empire. The 

LXI II . ( 1 * 

^ ^ ^ ■ inclining fcale was decided in his favour by the 

death of Apocaucus, the juft, though Angular, 
retribution of his crimes. A crowd of nobles or 
plebeians, whom he feared or hated, had been 
feized by his orders in the capital and the pro- 
vinces ; and the old palace of Conftantine was 
afiigned for the place of their confinement. Some 
alterations in raifing the walls, and narrowing 
the cells, had been ingeniously contrived to pre- 
vent their efcape, and aggravate their mifery ; 
and the work was incelfantly preffed by the daily 
vifits of the tyrant. His guards watched at the 
gate, and as he flood in the inner-court to over- 
look the architects, without fear or fufpicion, he 
was affaulted and laid breathlefs on the ground, 
by two refolute prifoners of the Pakeologian race 3 % 
who were armed with flicks, and animated by 
defpair. On the rumour of revenge and liberty, 
the captive multitude broke their fetters, fortified 
their prifon, and expofed from the battlements 
\ the tyrant’s head, prefuming on the favour of 
the people and the clemency of the emprefs, 
Anne of Savoy might rejoice in the fall of ail 
haughty and ambitious minifter, but while fhe 
delayed to refolve or to ad, the populace, more 
efpecially the mariners, were excjted by the widow 
x qf the great duke to a fedition, an affault, and 
a maflacre. The prifoners (of whom the far 

3° The two avengers were both Pnlneologi, who mi “'it refent, 
with royal indignation, the fliame of their chains. The tragedy 
of Apocaucus may deferve a peculiar reference to Cantacuzcnc 
(1. iii. c. 86.) and Nic. Gregoias (1. xiv. c. 10 .). 

4. . greater 
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■greater part were guiltlefs or inglorious of the 
deed) efcaped to a neighbouring church : they * _ w - ' j 
were flaughtered at the foot of the altar ; and in 
his death the moiifter was not lefs bloody and 
Venomous than in his life. Yet his talents alone 
upheld the caufe of the young emperor ; and his 
furviving affociates, fufpicious of each other, 
abandoned the conduct of the war, and rejefted 
the fairefl; terms of accommodation. In the be- 
ginning of the difpute, the emprefs felt and com- 
plained, that fhe was deceived by the enemies of 
Cantacuzene : the patriarch was employed to 
preach againfl: the forgivenefs of injuries ; and 
her promife bf immortal hatred was fealed by an 
oath, under the penalty of excommunication 3 ‘. 

But Anne foon learned to hate without a teacher : 
fhe beheld the misfortunes of the empire with the 
indifference of a ftranger : her jealoufy was ex- 
afperated by the competition of a rival emprefs ; 
find on the firft fymptoms of a more yielding tem- 
per, fhe threatened the patriarch to convene a 
fynod, and degrade him from his office. Their 
incapacity and diicord would have afforded the 
fnoft decifive advantage ; but the civil war was 
protracted by the weaknefs of both parties ; and 
the moderation of Cantacuzene has not efcaped 
the reproach of timidity and indolence. He luc- 
ceffively recovered the provinces and cities j and 
the realm of his pupil was meafured by the walls 

V Cantacuzene acc tiles the patriarch, and fpares the emprefs, 
the mother of his fovereign (!. iii. 33, 34.), againlt whom Nlr. 

• fSregoras exprefics a particular antmofity (I. xtv. ro, it. xv. -5.). 

It !. true, that they do not fpeak exactly of the fame time. . 

of 
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chap, of Conftantinople ; but the metropolis alone coun- 
lxiii. * terbalanced the reft of the empire ; nor could he 
attempt that important conqueft till he had fe- 
cured in his favour the public voice and a pri- 
vate correfpondence. An Italian, of the name of 
Facciolati *% had fucceeded to the office of great 
He re- duke : the fhips, the guards, and the golden gate, 

Conftan- were fubjeft to his command ; but his humble 

tirtopie, ambition was bribed to become the inftrument of 

I3+7> ‘ treachery ; and the revolution was accomplifhed 

January 8. w i t h ou t danger or bloodffied. Deftitute of the 
powers of refiftance, or the hope of relief, the in- 
flexible Anne would have ftill defended the pa- 
lace, and have fmiled to behold the capital in 
flames, rather than in the poffeffion of a rival. 
She yielded to the prayers of her friends and ene- 
mies ; and the treaty was di&ated by the con- 
queror, who profelfed a loyal and zealous attach- 
ment to the fon of his benefactor. The mar- 
riage of his daughter with John Palasologus was 
at length confummated : the hereditary right of 
the pupil was acknowledged ■> but the foie ad- 
miniftration during ten years was veiled in the 
guardian. Two emperors and three emprelfes 
were feated on the Byzantine throne ; and a ge- 
neral amnefty quieted the apprehenfions, and 
confirmed the property, of the mod guilty fub- 
je£ts. The feftival of the coronation and nup- 
tials was celebrated with the appearances of con- 
cord and magnificence, and both were equally 

1* The traitor and treafou are revealed by Nic. Gregoras (1. xv. 
c. 8.) ; but the name is more difcreetly fupprelTed by his great 
accomplice (Cantacuzcn. 1. jii. c. 99.J. 

' „ fallacious. 
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fallacious. During the late troubles, the trea- 
fures of the ftate, and even the furniture of the 
palace, had been alienated or embezzled : the 
royal banquet was ferved in pewter or earthen- 
ware ; and fuch was the proud poverty of the 
times, that the abfence of gold and jewels was 
fupplied by the paltry artifices of glafs and gilt- 
leather 3S . 

I haften to conclude the perfonal hiftory of 
John Cantacuzene 3+ . He triumphed and reign- 
ed ; but his reign and triumph were clouded by 
the difcontent of his own and the adverfe faction. 
His followers might ftyle the general amnefty, 
an act of pardon for his enemies, and of oblivion 
for his friends 35 : in his caufe their eftates had 
been forfeited or plundered ; and as they wandered 
naked and hungry through the ftreets, they curfed 
the felfifh generofity of a leader ; who, on the 
throne of the empire, might relinquifh without 
merit his private inheritance. The adherents of 
the emprefs blufhed to hold their lives and for- 
tunes by the precarious favour of an ufurper ; 

31 Nic. Greg. 1 . xv. n. There were however forue true pearls, 
but very thinly fprinkled. The reft of the ftones had only wan-*- 
tavnv * r f“V TD JinuyiC. 

34 From his return to Conftantinople, Cantacuzene continues 
bis hiftory, and that of the empire, one year beyond the abdi- 
cation of his fon Matthew, A. D. 1357 ( 1 . iv. c. 1 — 50. p. 705— 
911.). Nicephorus Gregoras ends with the fynod of Conftan- 
tinople, in the year 1351 (1. xxii. c. 3. p. 660. the reft to the con- 
clufion of the xxiv th book, p. 717. is all controverfy) ; and his 
fourteen laft books are ftill MSS. in the king of France’s library. 

3 5 The emperor (Cantacuzen. 1 . iv. c. 1.) reprefents his own 
virtues, and Nic. Gregoras ( 1 . xv. c. n.) the complaints of his 
friends, who fuffered by it’s effects. I have lent them the words 
of our poor cavaliers after the reftoration. 

4 and 


383 

CHAP. 

LXIII. 


Reign of 
John Can- 
tacuzeire, 
A. D. 
1347 , 
Jan. X— 
A. D. 

» 35 J» 

January. 


Digitized by Google 



5*4 

CHAP. 

LXHI. 



.THE DECLINE AND FALL 

* - 

and the thirft of revenge was concealed by. -a 
tender concern for the fucceffion, and even the 
fafety, of her fon. They were juftly alarmed by 
a petition of the friends of Cantacuzene, that 
they might be releafed from their oath of alle- 
giance to the Palaeologi j and entrufted with the 
defence of fome cautionary towns ; a meafure 
fupported with argument and eloquence ; and 
which was rejected (fays the Imperial hiftorian) 
“ by my fublime, and almoft incredible, virtue.’* 
His repofe was difturbed by the found of plots 
and feditions ; and he trembled left the lawful 
prince fhould be ftolen away by fome foreign or 
domeftic enemy, who would infcribe his name 
and his wrongs in the banners of rebellion. As 
the fon of Andronicus advanced in the years of 
manhood, he began to feel and to aft for him- 
felf ; and his rifing ambition was rather ftimu- 
bited than checked by the imitation of his father’s 
vices. If we may truft his own profeffions, Can- 
tacuzene laboured with honeft induftry to correft 
thefe fordid and fenfual appetites, -and to raife 
the mind of the young prince to a level with his 
fortune. In the Servian expedition, the two em- , 
perors Ihewed themfelves in cordial harmony to ; 
the troops and provinces ; and the younger col- 
league was initiated by the elder in the myfteries. , 
of war and government. After the conclufion of 
the peace, Palscologus was left at Thefl'alonica, 
a royal reftdence, and a frontier ftation, to fecure , 
by his abfence the peace of Conftantinople, and 
to withdraw his youth from the temptations of a. 
luxurious capital. But the diftance weakened 

6 the 
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the powers of control, and the fon of Andronicus 
was furrounded with artftil or unthinking compa- _ ' . 
nions, who taught him to hate his guardian, to 
deplore his exile, and to vindicate his rights. A 
private treaty with the cral or defpot of Servia, 
was foon followed by an open revolt ; and Can- 
tacuzene, on the throne of the elder Andronicus, 
defended the caufe of age and prerogative, which 
in his youth he had fo vigoroufly attacked. At 
his requeft, the emprefs mother undertook the 
voyage of Theffalonica, and the office of media- 
tion : ffie returned without fuccefs ; and unlefs 
Anne of Savoy was inftrufted by adverfity, we 
may doubt the fincerity, or at lead the fervour, 
of her zeal* While the regent grafped the fceptre 
with a firm and vigorous hand, fhe had been in- 
ftru&ed to declare, that the ten years of his legal 
adminiftration would foon elapfe ; and that after 
a full trial of the vanity of the world, the empe- 
ror Cantacuzene fighed for the repofe of a cloyfter, 
and was ambitious only of an heavenly crown. 

Had thefe fentiments been genuine, his voluntary 
abdication would have rellored the peace of the 
empire, and his confcience would have been re- 
lieved by an a£t of juflice. Paksologiis alone was John Pa- 
refponfible for his future government ; and what- takes u*p* 
ever might be his vices, they were furely lefs for- 
midable than the calamities of a civil war, in ' A. D. 
which the Barbarians and infidels were again in- 
vited to affift the Greeks in their mutual deflruc- 
tion. By the arms of the Turks, who now 
(truck a deep and everlafting root in Europe, 
Cantacuzene prevailed in the third conteft in 
Vol. XI. C c which 
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CHAP. which he had been involved ; and the young errv* 

v , L . peror, driven from the fea and land, was com- 

pelled to take fhelter among the Latins of the ifle 
of Tenedos. His infolence and obftinacy pro- 
voked the victor to a ftep which mull render the 
quarrel irreconcilable : and the aflbciation of 

his fon Matthew, whom he inverted with the pur- 
ple, eftablifhed the fucceflion in the family of 
the Cantacuzeni. But Conftantinople was Hill 
attached to the blood of her ancient princes : 
and this laft injury accelerated the reftoration pt 
the rightful heir. A noble GenoSfe efpoufed the 
caufe of Palseologus, obtained a promife of his 
lifter, and atchieved the revolution with two gal- 
lies and two thoufand five hundred auxiliaries. 
Under the pretence of diftrefs, they were ad- 
mitted into the leffer port j a gate was opened, 
and the Latin, Ihout of, “ long life and vidrtory 
“ to the emperor, John Palasologus ! ” was an- 
fwered by a general rifing in his favour. A nu- 
merous loyal party yet adhered to the ftandard of 
Cantacuzene : but he afferts in his hiftory (does 
he hope for belief?) that his tender confcience 
rejected the affurance of conqueft ; that, in free 
obedience to the voice of religion and philofophy, 
he defeended from the throne, and embraced 
wdth pleafure the monaftic habit and profefiion ,<s . 
So foon as he ceafed to be a prince, his fuccelfor 
was not unwilling that he fhould be a faint ; the 

1 6 The aukward apology of Cantacuzene (I. iv. c. 39 — 41), who 
relates, with vifible confufion, hia Own downfall, may be fup- 
plied by the lefs accurate, but more honed narratives of Matthew 
. Viliam ( 1 . iv. c. 46. in the Script. Iterum Iial. tom. xiv. p. a68.) 
and Dueas (c. so, rs.)« 

• • - • remainder 
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remainder of his life was devoted to piety and C V A v. 

learning; in the cells of Conflantinople and . ' f 

mount Athos, the monk Joafaph was refpecled Abdier> 

as the temporal and fpiritual father of the empe- Cantacu- 

ror ; and if he iflued from his retreat, it ;was as z ^{‘ e £>. 

the miniftcr of peace, to fubdue the obftinacy, * :ss ’ 

r J January. 

and folicit the pardon, of his rebellious fon . 

Yet in the cloyfter, the mind of Cantacuzene Difpute 
was Hill exercii'ed by theological war. He fharp- fngTbe" 
ened a controverfial pen again!!: the Jews and 
Mahometans 38 ; and in every Hate he defended Thabor, 
with equal zeal the divine light of Mount Thabor-, 
a memorable queftion which confummates the 
religious follies of the Greeks. The fakirs of 
India 39 , and the monks of the Oriental ehurcb, 
were alike perfuaded, that in total abftra&ion of 
the faculties of the mind and body, the purer 
fpirit may afcend to the enjoyment and vifion of 
the Deity. The opinion and practice of -the mo- 
naileries of mount Athos 40 will be bell repre- 

fented 

17 Cantacuzene, in the year 1375, was honoured with a letter 
from the pope (Fleury, Hilt. Eeclef. tom. xx. p. 250 ) His death 
is placed by refpedtable authority on the 20 th of November 14 ii 
(Ducange, Fam. Byzant. p. 260.). But if he were of Ihe age of 
•his companion Andr.onicus the Younger, he muft have lived 116 
years; a rare inltance of longevity, which in fo jilultrious a per- 
lon would have attracted univerfal notice. 

5" His four difeourfes, or books, were printed at Bali! 1543 
(Fabric. Bibliot. Grace, tom. vi. p. 473.). He corripofed them to 
fati.sfy a profelyte who was affaiilted with lettcis from his friends 
of Ifpahati. Cantacuzene had read the Koran; but I iindeWtaml 
from Mar.icci, that he adopts the vulgar prejudices and fable* 
again It Mahomet and his religion. 

19 See the Voyages de Bernier, tom. i. p. 127. 

4 ° Mollicim, Iriftitut. I-lilt. Fcclef. p. 522, 52;. Fleury, Hilt. 

C c » Eccleft 


Digitized by Google 



3 88 THE DECLINE AND FALL 


CHAP. 

IX11J. 



i 


Tented in the words of an abbot, who flcurifhed 

* 

in the eleventh century. “ When thou art alone 
“ in thy cell,” fays the afcetic teacher, “ fhut 
“ thy door, and feat thyfelf in a corner ; raife 
tc thy mind above all things vain and tranfitory ; 
te recline thy beard and chin on thy breaft ; 
“ turn thy eyes and thy thought towards the 
“ middle of thy belly, the region of the navel i 
“ and fearch the place of the heart, the feat of 
“ the foul. At firft, all will be dark and com- 
c< fortlefs ; but if you perfevere day and night, 
“ you will feel an ineffable joy ; and no fooner 
** has the foul difcovered the place of the heart, 
“ than it is involved in a myftic and etherial 
* c light.” This light, the produftion of a dif- 
tempered fancy, the creature of an empty fto- 
mach and an empty brain, was adored by the 
Quietifts as the pure and perfect effence of God 
himfelf; and as long as the folly was confined to 
mount Athos, the fimple folitaries were not in- 
quifitive how the divine eflence could be a mate- 
rial fubftance, or how an immaterial fubftance 
could be perceived by the eyes of the body. But 
in the reign of the younger Andronicus, thefe 
monafteries were vifited by Barlaam 4 ‘, a Cala- 
brian monk, who was equally {killed in philo- 

, • gii: t 

Ecclef. tom. xx. p. si. 34. 107 — 114, &c. The former unfolds 
the caufes^vith the judgment of a philofopher, the latter tranfcribe* 
and trandates with the prejudices of a Catholic prieft. 

4 > Bafnage (in Canifii Antiq. Lcdtiones, tom.iv. p. 363 — 368.) 
has inveftigated the charafter and ftory of Barlaam. The dupli- 
city of his opinions had infpired fome doubts of the identity of 
Ins perfon. See lihewife Fabricius (Bibliot. Grjec. toin. x. p. 
4S7~4jt*)' ■ • , 
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fophy and theology ; who pofiefled the languages 
of the Greeks and Latins ; and whofe verfatile 
genius could maintain their oppofite creeds, ac- 
cording to the interell of the moment. The in- 
diferetion of an afcetic revealed to the curious 
traveller the fecrets of mental prayer ; and Bar- 
laam embraced the opportunity of ridiculing the 
Quietifts, who placed the foul in the navel ; of 
accufing the monks of mount Athos of herefy 
and blafphemy. His attack compelled the more 
learned to renounce or dilfcmble the fimple devo- 
tion of their brethren ; and Gregory Palainas 
introduced a fcholaftic diltinction between the 
efl'ence and operation of God. His inacceffible 
efl'ence dwells in the midit of an uncreated and 
eternal light ; and this beatific vifion of the faints 
had been manifefted to the difciples on mount 
Thabor, in the transfiguration of Chrift. Yet 
this diftin&ion could not efcape the reproach of 
polytheifm ; the eternity of the light of Thabor 
was fiercely denied ; and Barlaam dill ..charged 
the Palamites with holding two eternal fubltances, 
a vifibie and an invifible God. From the rage 
of the monks of mount Athos, who threatened 
his life, the Calabrian retired to Condantinople, 
where his finooth and fpecious manners introduced 
him to the favour of the great domeftic and the 
emperor. The court and the city were involved 
in this theological difpute, which flamed amidfl 
the civil war ; but the do&rine of Barlaam was 
difgraced by his flight and apoflacy : the Pala- 
mites triumphed ; and their adverfary, the pa- 
triarch John of Apri, was depofed by the confent 
Cc 3 of 
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of the adverfe fadions of the (late. In the cha- 
racler of emperor and theologian, Cantacuzene 
prefided in the fynod of the Greek church, which 
eilablilhcd, as an article of faith, the uncreated 
light of mount Thabor ; and, after fo many in- 
fults, the reafon of mankind was flightly wounded 
by the addition of a , fingle abfurdity. Many 
rolls of paper or parchment have been blotted ; 
and the impenitent fedaries, whojefufed to fub- 
fcribe the orthodox creed, were deprived of 
the honours of Chriftian burial ; but in the next 
age the queftion was forgotten ; nor can I learn 
that the axe or the faggot were employed for the 
extirpation of the Barlaamite herefy 4 \ 

For the conclufion of this chapter, I have re- 
fcrvcd the Genoefe war, which fhook the throne 
of Cantacuzene, and betrayed the debility of the 
Greek empire. The Genoefe, who, after the 
recovery of Conftantinople, were feated in the 
fuburb of Pera or Galata, received that honour- 
able fief from the bounty of the emperor. They 
were indulged in the ufe of their laws and magi- 
Ilrates ; but they lubmitted to the duties of vaf- 
fals and fubjeds : the forcible word of liegemen 43 


42 See Cantacuzene ( 1 . 15 . c. 39, 40. 1 . iv, c. 3. 13, 24,85.); and 
Nic. Gregorys ( 1 . xi. c. 10. 1 . xv. 3. 7, See.), whofe lalt bonks, 
from the xix th to the xxiv t! >, are almoft confined to a fuhjeft fo 
interefiing to t'.ve authors. Boivin (in Vit. Nic. Gregora;),' frern 
the unpublilhtd books, and Fabricius (Bibliot. Grcso. tom. x. p. 
462 — 473.), or rather Montfau^on, from the MSS. of the Coiflin 
library, have added fomc facts and documents. 

45 Pachymer ( 1 . v. c. 10.) very properly explains ( ligios ) 
by The ufe of tbefe words in the Greek and Latin of the 
feudal times,, may be amply underfiood from the GlofTaries of 
pucangegGrxc. p. 8u, 8is. Latin, tom iv. p. 169— in.). 1 * . 

wa% 
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was borrowed from the Latin jurifprudence ; and CHA P. 
their podcjla , or chief, before he entered on his , 

office, faluted the emperor with loyal acclama- 
tions and vows of fidelity. Genoa fealed a firm 
alliance with the Greeks ; and, in cafe of a de- 
fenfive war, a fupply of fifty empty gallies, and a 
fuccour of fifty gallies completely armed and 
manned, was promifed by the republic to the em- 
pire. In the revival of a naval force, it was the 
aim of Michael Palaeologus to deliver himfelf from 
a foreign aid ; and his vigorous government con- 
tained the Genoefe of Galata within thofe limits 
which the inlolence of wealth and freedom pro- 
voked them to exceed. A failor threatened that 
they fhould foon be mailers of Conllantinople, 
and flew the Greek who refented this national 
affront; and an armed veflfel, after refufing to 
falute the palace, was guilty of fome a£ts of 
piracy in the Black Sea. Their countrymen 
threatened to fupport their caufe ; but the long 
and open village of Galata was inffantly furround- 
ed by the Imperial troops ; till, in the moment of 
die afiault, the prollrate Genoefe implored the 
clemency of their fovereign. The defencelefs 
fituation which fecured their obedience, expofed 
them to the attack of their Venetian rivals, who, 
in the reign of the elder Andronicus, prefumed 
to violate the majefty of the throne. On the ap- 
proach of their fleets, the Genoefe, with their 
families and effe£ls, retired into the city : their 
empty habitations w'ere reduced to allies ; and 
the feeble prince, who had viewed the deffruction 
of his fuburb, expreffed his refentmcnt, not by 
C c 4 arms. 
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arms, but by ambaffadors. This misfortune, 
however, was advantagequs to the Genoefe, who 
obtained, and imperceptibly abufed, the danger- 
ous, licence of furrounding Galata with a ftrong 
wall ; of introducing into the ditch the waters of 
the fea ; of erecting lofty turrets ; and of mount- 
ing a train of military engines on the rampart. 
The narrow bounds in which they had been cir- 
cuinfcribed, were infufficient for the growing 
colony ; each day they acquired fome addition of 
landed property ; and the adjacent hills were 
covered with their villas and caftles, which they 
joined and protected by new fortifications 44 . The 
navigation and trade of the Euxine was the patri- 
hiony of the Greek emperors, who commanded 
the narrow entrance, the gates, as it were, of 
that inland fca. In the reign of Michael Palaso- 
logus, their prerogative was acknowledged by 
tire fultan of Egypt, who folicited and obtained 
the liberty of lending an annual fhip for the pur- 
chase of ilaves in Circaffia and the Lefi'er Tartarv; 
a liberty pregnant with mifehief to the Chriftian 
caufe ; fmee thefe youths were transformed by 
education and difeipiine into the formidable Ma- 
malukes 4 \ From the colony of Pera, the Ge- 
noefe 


*4 The cftr’Mifhmcnt and progrefs of the Cenoe-fe at Pera, or 
Gaifita, is deferibed by Ducange (C. P. Chrifliana, 1 . i. p. 6S, 
69.) from the Byzantine hiftorians, Pachymer (I. ii. c. 33. 1 . v. 
10. 30. 1 . ix. 15. 1 . x:f. 6. 9O1 Nieephorus Gregoras ( 1 . v. c. 4. 
1. vi. c. u. 1 . ix. c. 5. 1 . xi. c. i. 1 . xv. c. 1. 6.), and Cantacu- 
xone (1. i. c. u. 1. ii. c. 19, &c.'. 

45 Both Pachymer ( 1 . iii. c. 3, 4, 5.) and N!c. Gregoras ( 1 . iv. c* 
7.} mtderftand and deplore the effeitS of this dangerous induL 
gence. Bibars, fultan of Egypt, himfelf a Tartar, but a devout 
«v. 1 Muful- 
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noefe engaged with fuperior advantage in the chap. 
lucrative trade of the Black Sea ; and their in- , LXHJ ' , 
duftry i'upplied the Greteks with fifh and corn ; Their 
two articles of food almofl equally important to a mfoience. 
fuperftitious people. The fpontaneous bounty of 
nature appears to have bellowed the harvefts of 
the Ukraine, the produce of a rude and favage 
hulbandry ; and the endlefs exportation of fait 
fifh and caviar is annually renewed by the enorm- 
ous fturgeons that are caught at the mouth of the 
Don or Tanais, in their laft ftation of the rich 
mud and fhallow water of the Mseotis 4<s . The 
waters of the Oxus, the Cafpian, the Volga, and 
the Don, opened a rare and laborious paffage for 
the gems and fpices of India ; and, after three 
months march, the caravans of Carizme met the 
Italian veffels in the harbours of Crimrea 47 . Thefe 
various branches of trade were monopolifed by 
the diligence and power of the Genoefe. Their 
rivals of Venice and Pil'a were forcibly expelled j 
thq natives were awed by the caftles and cities, 
which arofe on the foundations of their humble 
factories; and their principal eftablilhment of 


Mufulman, obtained from the children of Zingis the permiffion to 
build a ftately mofeh in the capital of Crimaea (de Guignes, Hift. 
des Huns, tom. iii. p. 3,43.). 

Chardin (Voyages en Perfe, tom. i. p. 48.) was allured at 
Caffa, that thefe fillies werefometimes twenty-four or twenty- fix 
feet long, weighed eight or nine hundred pounds, and yielded 
three or four quintals of caviar. The corn of the Bofphorua 
had fiipplied the Athenians in the time of Demofthenes. 

+7 De Guignes, Hift. des Huns, tom. iii. p. 343, 344. Viaggi 
di Ramufio, tom.i. fol. 400. But this land or water, carriage 
could only be practicable when Tartary was united under a wife 
and powerful monarch, 

7 Caffa 
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chap. Caffa 48 was befieged without effect by the Tartar 
v LXnI ‘ ; powers. Deftitute of a navy, the Greeks were 
oppreffed by thefe haughty merchants, who fed, 
or famifhed, Conftantinople, according to their 
intcrefl. They proceeded to ufurp the cuftoms, 
the fifherv, and even the toll, of the Bofphorus ; 
and while they derived from thefe objects a re- 
venue of two hundred thoufand pieces of gold, a 
remnant of thirty thoufand was reluctantly allow- 
ed to the emperor The colony of Pera or 
Galata acted, in peace and war, as an independent 
flate ; and, as it will happen in diftant fettlfe- 
ments, the Genoefe podefta too often forgot that 
he was the fervant of his own mailers. 

Their war ‘ Thefe ufurpations were encouraged by the 
emperor wea ^ ne ^ s °f the elder Andronicus, and by the 
Cantacu- civil wars that afflifted his age and the minority 
*A.*d. of his grandfon. The talents of Cantacuzene 
*548. were employed to the ruin, rather than the reite- 
ration, of the empire ; and after his domeftic 
vidtory, he was condemned to an ignominious 
trial, whether the Greeks or the Genoefe fhould 
reign in Conftantinople. The merchants of Pera 
were offended by his refufal of fome contiguous 
lands, fome commanding heights, which they 
propofed to cover with new fortifications ; and ' ii> 
the abfence of the emperor, who was detained ; at. 
Demotica by ficknefs, they ventured to brave the 

r 4 s Nic. Gregoras (!. xiii. c. jj.) is judicious and well-informed 
on the trade and colonies of the Black Sea. Chardin deferibes 
the prefent ruins of Caffa, where, in forty days, he faw above 
400 fail employed in the com and fi.lh trade (Voyages en Per ft: , 
tom. i. p. 46 — 48.). 

49 §cc Nic, Gregoras, I. xvii. c. i . 
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debility of a female reign. A Byzantine veflel, chap. 
which had prefumed to fifh at the mouth of the , f 
harbour, was funk by thefe audacious ftrangers j 
the iifhermen were murdered. Inftead of luing 
for pardon, the Genoefe demanded fatisfaction ; 
required in an haughty drain, that the Greeks 
fhould renounce the exercife of navigation ; and 
encountered with regular arms the flrft fallies of 
the popular indignation. They inftantly occupied 
the debateable land ; and by the labour of a whole 
people, of either fex and of every age, the wall 
was raifed, and the ditch was funk, with incre- 
dible fpeed. At the fame time, they attacked 
and burnt two Byzantine gallies ; while the three 
others, the remainder of the Imperial navy, escap- 
ed from their hands : the habitations without the 
gates, or along the fhore, were pillaged and de- 
ltroved ; and the care of the regent, of the em- 
prefs Irene, was confined to the prefervation of ‘ ‘ l t 
the city. The return of Cantacuzene difpelled 
the public conflernation : the emperor inclined 
to peaceful counfels ; but he yielded to the obfli- 
pacy of his enemies, who rejected all reafonablq 
terms, and to the ardour of his fubjefts, who 
threatened, in the ftyle of feripture, to break 
them in pieces like a potter’s veflel. Yet they 
reluctantly paid the taxes, that he impofed for 
the conftruction of fhips, and the expences of 
the w'ar ; and as the two nations were mafters, 
the one of the land, the other of the fea, Con- 
ftantinople and Pera were preffed by the evils of 
a mutual fiege. The merchants of the colony, 
who had believed that a few days w'ould terminate 
. . ' the 
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the war, already murmured/ at their lofles ; the 
fuccours from their mother-country were delayed 
by the factions of Genoa ; and the moll cautious 
embraced the opportunity of a Rhodian velfel to 
remove their families and efieds from the feene 
of hoflility. In the fpring, the Byzantine fleet* 
feven gallies and a train of fmaller veflels, iflued 
from the mouth of the harbour, and fleered in a 
Angle line along the fhore of Pera ; unfldlfully 
prefenting their fides to the beaks of the adverfe 
fquadron. The crews were compofed of peafants 
and mechanics -, nor was their ignorance com- 
penfated by the native courage of Barbarians : 
the wind was ftrong, the waves were rough ; and 
no fooner did the Greeks perceive a diftant and 
inadive enemy, than they leaped headlong into 
the fea, from a doubtful, to an inevitable, peril. 
The troops that marched to the attack of the 
lines of Pera were ftruck at the fame moment 
with a flmilar panic ; and the Genoefe were afto+ 
niflted, and almoft afhamed, at their double vic- 
tory. Their triumphant veflels, crowned witf* 
flowers, and dragging after them the captive gal- 
lies, repeatedly pafled and repafled before the 
palace : the only virtue of the emperor was pa- 
tience ; and the hope of revenge his foie confola- 
tion. Yet the diflrefs of both parties interpofed 
a temporary agreement ; and the fliante of the 
empire was difguifed by a thin veil of dignity 
and power. Summoning the chiefs of the co- 
lony, Cantacuzene affeded to del’pife the trivial 
objed of the debate ; and, after a mild reproof, 
moil liberally granted the lands, which had been 

pre- 
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previoufly refigned to the feeming cuftody of his 
officers 5 °. 

But the emperor was foon folicited to violate 
the treaty, and' to join his arms with the Ve- 
netians, the perpetual enemies of Genoa and 
her colonies. While he compared the reafons of 
peace and war, his moderation was provoked by 
a wanton infult of the inhabitants of Pera, who 
difcharged from their rampart a large ftone that 
fell in the midft of Conftantinople. On his juft 
complaint, they coldly blamed the imprudence of 
their engineer ; but the next day the infult was 
repeated, and they exulted in a fecond proof that 
the royal city was not beyond the reach of their 
^artillery. Cantacuzene inftantly figned his treaty 
with the Venetians ; but the weight of the Ro- 
man empire was fcarcely felt in the balance of 
thefe opulent and powerful republics 51 . From 
the {freights of Gibraltar to the mouth of the 
Tanais, their flqets encountered each other with 
various fuccefs ; and a memorable battle was 
fought in the narrow fea, under the walls of Con- 
ftantinople. It would not be an eafy talk to re- 
concile the accounts of the Greeks, the Venetians, 
and the Genoefe 51 ; and while I depend on the 

narrative 
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5° The events of this war are related by Cantacuzene ( 1 . iv. 
c. it.) with obfcurity and confufion, and by Nic.Gregoraa (l.xvii. 
c. i — 7.) in a clear and honeft narrative. The pritft was lei's 
refponfible than the prince for the defeat of the fleet. 

5> The fecond war is darkly told by Cantacuzene ( 1 . iv. c. 18. 
p. 14, 25. 28 — 32.), who wifhes to difguife what lie dares not 
deny- I regret this part of Nic. Gregoras, which is (till in 
MS. at Paris. 

S 1 Muratori (Annali d'ltalia, tom. xii. p. 144.) refers to the 

molt 
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chap, narrative of an impartial hiftorian S3 , I fhall bor* 
J LXI _ V, row from each nation the fatts that redound 
to their own difgrace, and the honour of their 
foes. The Venetians, with their allies the Cata- 
lans, had the advantage, of number ; and their 
fleet,' with the poor addition of eight Byzantine 
rallies, amounted to feventy-fiVe fail: the Ge- 
noefe did not exceed fixty-four ; but in thofe 
times their fnips of war were diftinguilhed by the 
fupcriority of their fize and ftrength. The names 
and families of their naval commanders, Fifani 
and Doria, are illuftrious in the annals of their 
country ; but the perfonal merit of the former 
was eclipfed by the fame and abilities of his rival. 
They engaged in tempeftuous weather ; and the 
tumultuary conflict was continued from the dawn 
to the extin&ion of light. The enemies of the 
Genoefe applaud their prowefs : the friends of 
the Venetians are diffatisfied wdth their behaviour } 

, but all parties agree in praifmg the fkill and bold- 
nefs of the Catalans, w'ho, with many wounds, 
fuftained the brunt of the a&ion. On the fepa- 
ration of the fleets, the event might appear doubt- 
ful ; but the thirteen Genoefe gallics, that had 
' been funk or taken, \Vere compenlated by a 
double lofs of the allies ; of fourteen Venetians, 

• . • 1 r * ? i » 

* 

moft ancient Chronicles of Venice (Carcfinus, the continnator of 
Andrew Dnndulus, tom. xii. p. 421, 422.) and Genoa (George 
Stella, Annales Gennenfes, tom. xvit. p. 1091, 1092.); both 
■which I have diligently confulted in his great Collection of the 
Iliftorians of Italy. 

st See the Chronicle of Matteo Villani of Florence, l.ii. c. 59, 
' 60. p. 145 — 147- c. 74, 75. p; 156, 157. in Muratori’s Collec- 
tion, tom. iiv. 

ten 
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ten Catalans, and two Greeks ; and even the C 1-1 A p. 
grief of the conquerors expreffed the affurance L L * lll ‘_ i 
and habit of more decifive victories. Pifani con- 
fefled his defeat, by retiring! into a fortified har- 
bour, from whence, under the pretext of the 
orders of the fenate, he fleered with a broken and 
flying fquadron for the ille of Candia, and aban- 
doned to his rivals the fovereignty of the fea. In a 
public epiflle J *, addrefled to the doge and fenate, 

Petrarch employs his eloquence to reconcile the 
maritime powers, the two luminaries of Italv. 

The orator celebrates the valour and victory of 
the Genoefe, the firfl of men in the exercife of 
naval war : he drops a tear on the misfortunes 
of their Venetian brethren ; but he exhorts them 
to purfue with fire and fword the bafe and per- 
fidious Greeks ; to purge the metropolis of the 
Eafl from the herefy with which it was infected. 

Deferted by their friends, the Greeks were in- Their 
capable of refiflance ; and three months, after the ^aty^ 
battle, the emperor Cantacuzene folicited and empire, 
fubfcribed a treaty, which for ever banifhed the May 6 ‘ 
Venetians and Catalans, and granted to the Ge- 
noefe a monopoly of trade, and alrnofl a right of 
dominion. The Roman empire (I fmile in tran- 
fcribing .the name) might loon have funk into a 
province of Genoa, if the ambition of the repub- 


* ’» 

The abbe de Sade (Memoires fur la Vie de Petrarque, tom. 
iii. p. 5157 — 163.) tranflates this letter, which he had copied from 
a MS. in the king of France’s library. Though a fervant of tire 
duke of Milan, Petrarch pours forth his aftoniihment and grief 
at the defeat and defpair of the Genoefe in the following year 
(p. 

■ t ./1 • lie 
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chap, lie had not been checked by the ruin of her free- 
f dom and naval power. A long conteft of one 
hundred and thirty years was determined by the 
triumph of Venice ; and the factions of the Ge- 
noefe compelled them to feek for domeftic peace 
under the protection of a foreign lord, the duke 
of Milan, or the French king. Yet the fpirit of 
commerce furvived that of conquelV; and the 
colony of Pera ftill awed the capital and navigated 
the Euxine, till it was involved by the Turks in 
the final fervitude of Conllantinople itfelf. 
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CHAP. LXIV. 


C onquejls of Lingis Khan and the Moguls from 
China to Poland. — Efcape of Conjlantinople and 
the Greeks. — Origin of the Ottoman Turks in 
Pithy n'ui. — Reigns and Victories of Othman , Or- 
chan, Amurath the Firjl , and Bajazct the Firjl. 
« — Foundation and Progrefs of the Turkifo Mo- 
narchy in Afia and Europe. — Danger of Con- 
jlantinople and -the Greek Empire. 


F ROM the petty quarrels of a city and her c H AP. 

fuburbs, from the cowardice and difeord of LX1V - 
the falling Greeks, I (hall now afeend to the vic- 
torious Turks ; whofe domeftic flavery was en- 
nobled by martial difeipline, religious enthufiafm, 
and the energy of the national character. The 
rife and progrefs of the Ottomans, the prefent 
fovereigns of Conftantinople, are connected with 
the moll important feenes of modern hiflory : 
but they are founded on a previous knowledge 
of the great eruption of the Moguls and Tar- 
tars ; whofe rapid conquefts may be compared 
with the primitive convulfions of nature, which 
have agitated and altered the furface of the 
globe. I have long fince afierted my claim to 
introduce the nations, the immediate or re- 
mote authors of the fall of the Roman em- 
pire ; nor can 1 refufe myfelf to thofe events, 

Vol. XI. D d which, 
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which, from their uncommon magnitude, will in- 
terefl a philofophic mind in the hiftory of blood 
From the fpacious highlands between China, 
Siberia, and the Cafpian Sea, the tide of emi- 
gration and war has repeatedly been poured. 
Thefe ancient feats of the Iiuns and Turks were 
occupied in the twelfth century by many paftoral 
tribes, of the fame defcent and fimilar manners, 
which were united and led to conqueft by the 
formidable Zingis. In his afcent to greatnefs, 
that Barbarian (whofe private appellation was 
Temugin) had trampled on the necks of his 
equals. His birth was noble : but it was in the 
pride of victory, that the prince or people de- 
duced his feventh anceftor from the immaculate 
conception of a virgin. His father had reigned 
over thirteen hords, which compofed about thirty 
or forty thoufand families : above two-thirds re- 
fufed to pay tithes or obedience to his infant fon ; 
and at the age of thirteen, Temugin fought a 
battle againfl his rebellious fubjecls. The future 
conqueror of Afia was reduced to fly and to obey : 
but he rofe fuperior to his fortune, and in his 
fortieth year he had eftablilhed his fame and do- 
minion over the circumjacent tribes. In a ftate 
of fociety, in which policy is rude and valour is 
univerfal, the afcendant of one man mud be 
founded on his power and refolution to punifh 

* The reader is invited to review the chapters of the fourth 
and fixth volumes ; the manners of paftoral nations, the con- 
quefts of Attila and the Iiuns, which were compofed at a 
time when I entertained the wilh, rather than the hope, of con- 
cluding my hiftory. 
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his enemies and recornpenfe his friends. His flrft c HAP. 
military league was ratified by the Ample rites of ,_ LXlv ' . ' 
facrificing an horfe and tailing of a running 
ftream : Temugin pledged himielf to divide with 
his followers the fweets and the bitters of life j 
and, when he had lhared among them his horfes 
and apparel, he was rich in their gratitude and 
his own hopes. After his firlt vidlory, he placed 
feventy chaldrons on the fire, and feventy of the 
moll guilty rebels were call headlong into the 
boiling water. The fphere of his attraction was 
continually enlarged by the ruin of the proud 
and the fubmiflion of the prudent ; and the bold- 
ell chieftains might tremble, when they beheld, 
enchafed in filver, the Ikull of the khan of the 
Keraites 1 ; who, under the name of Preller John, 
had correfponded with the Roman pontiff and 
the princes of Europe. The ambition of Te- 
mugin condefcended to employ the arts of fu- 
perllition ; and it was from a naked prophet, 
who could afcend to heaven on a white horfe, 
that he accepted the title of Zingis 3 , the moji 

great j 

1 The khans of the Keraites were mod probably incapable of 
reading the pompous epiftles compofed in their name by the Ne- 
ftorian miffionaries, who endowed them with the fabulous won- 
ders of an Indian kingdom. Perhaps thefe Tartars (the Prelby- 
ter or Pried John) had fubmitted to the rites of baptifm and or- 
dination (Aflemann. Bibliot. Orient, tom. iii. P. ii. p. 487— 

503.).. 

1 Since the hidory and tragedy of Voltaire, Gengis, at lead in , 

French, feems to be the more fafhionable fpelling : but Abul- 
ghazi Khan mud have known the true name of his anceftor. 

His etymology appears jud : , Zin, in the Mogul tongue, fignilies 
great, and git is the i'uperlative termination (Hid. Genealogique 

Dd t des 


Digitized by Google 



40 + 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 

C H A P. griat ; and a divine right to the conqueft and 
. dominion of the earth. In a general couroul- 
tai, or diet, he was feated on a felt, which was 
long afterwards revered as a relic, and folemnly 
proclaimed great khan, or emperor, of the Mo- 
guls * and Tartars ’. Of thefe kindred, though 
rival, names, the former had given birth to the 
Imperial race ; and the latter has been extended, 
by accident or error, over the fpacious wildernefs 
of the north. 

His laws. The code of laws which Zingis di&ated to 
his fubje&s, was adapted to the prefcrvation of 
domeflic peace, and the exercife of foreign hofti- 
lity. The punifhment of death was infliifted on 
the crimes of adultery, murder, perjury, and the 
capital thefts of an horfe or ox ; and the fiercefl 
of men were mild and juft in their intercourfe 
with each other. The future election of the 
great khan was veiled in the princes of his family 
and the heads of the tribes ; and the regulations 
of the chace were effential to the pleafures and 
plenty of a Tartar camp. The victorious nation 
was held facred from all fervile labours, which 

des Tatars, part iii. p. 194, 195.). From the fame idea of mag- 
nitude, the appellation of Zingis is bellowed on the ocean. 

4 I he name of Moguls has prevailed among the Oiientals, and 
ftill adheres to the titular fovereign, the Great Mogul, of Hin- 
dofian. 

. s The Tartars (more properly Tatars) were defeended from 
Tatar Khan, the brother of Mogul Khan (fee Abulghazi, part i 
and ii. ), and once formed a hord of 70,000 families on the bor- 
ders of Kitay (p. 103 — 111.). In the great invafion of Europe 
(A. D. 1138), they feem to have led the vanguard ; and the fimi- 
litude of the name of T.irtarei, recommended that of Tartar* 
the Latins (Matt. Paris, p. 39S, &c.J. 

w'ere 
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were abandoned to Haves and ftrangers ; and 
every labour was fervile except the profeilion of 
arms. The fervice and difcipline of the troops, 
who were armed with bows, fcymetars, and iron 
maces, and divided by hundreds, thoufands, and 
ten thoufands, were the inftitutions of a veteran 
commander. Each officer and foldier was made 
refponfible, under pain of death, for the fafety 
and honour of his companions ; and the fpirit of 
conqueft breathed in the law, that peace fhould 
never be granted unlefs to a vanquifhed and fup- 
pliant enemy. But it is the religion of Zingis 
that befl deierves our wonder and applaufe. The 
Catholic inquifitors of Europe, who defended 
nonfenfe by cruelty, might have been confounded 
by the example of a Barbarian, who anticipated 
the lefl'ons of philofophy B , and eft ablifhed by his 
laws a fyftem of pure theifm and perfect: tolera- 
tion. His firft and only article of faith was the 
exiftence of one God, the author of all good ; 
who fills by his prefence the heavens and earth, 
which he has created by his power. The Tartars 
and Moguls were addi&ed to the idols of their 
peculiar tribes ; and many of them had been 
converted by the foreign miflionaries to the re- 
ligions of Mofes, of Mahomet, and of Chrift. 
Thefe various fyftems in freedom and concord, 
were taught and practifed within the precinds of 
the fame camp ; and the Bonze, the Iman, the 

6 A lingular conformity may be found between the religious 
laws of Zingis Khan and of Mr. Locke (Conftitutions of Caro* 
liiia, in his works, vol. iv. p. 535. 4 t0 edition, 1777). 

D d 3 Rabbi, 
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CHAP. Rabbi, the Neftorian and the Latin prieft, en- 
r xiv 1 

v ' ‘ , joyed the fame honourable exemption from fer- 

vice and tribute : in the mofeh of Bochara, the 

infolent viclor might trample the koran under his 

horfes feet, but the calm legiflator refpe&ed the 

prophets and pontiffs of the molt hoftile fefts. 

The reafon of Zingis was not informed by books ; 

the khan could neither read nor write ; and, 

except the tribe of the Igours, the greateff: part 

of the Moguls and Tartars were as illiterate as 

their fovereign. The memory of their exploits 

was preferred by tradition : fixty-eight years after 

the death of Zingis, thefe traditions were col- 

lefted and tranferibed 7 ; the brevity of their do- 

meftic annals may be fupplied by the Chinefe *, 

7 In the year 1*94, by the command of Cazan, khan of 
Perfia, the fourth in defeent from Zingis. From thefe tradi- 
tions, tiis vizir Fadlaliah compofed a Mogul hiftory in the 
Perfian language, which has been ufed by Petit de la Croix 
(Hift. de Gtnghizcan, p. 537 — 539.). The Hiftoire Genealo- 
gique des Tatars (a Leyde, 1726,, in i2 ,uo , 2 tomes) was 
tranflated by the Swedilli prifoners in Siberia from the Mogul 
MS. of Abulgafi Bahadur Khan, a defendant of Zingis, vt'ho 
reigned over the Ufbeks of Charafm, or Carizme (A. D. 1644— 
1663). He is of molt value and credit for the names, pedi- 

, grees, and manners of his nation. Of his nine parts, the i ,c 

defeends from Adam to Mogul Khan 7 the ii J , from Mogul 
to Zingis; the iiie, is the life of Zingis ; the iv* h , v !l >, vbh, 
and vii' 11 , the general hiftory of his four foils, and their pofte- 
rity; the viii*h and ix'h, the particular hiftory of the defend- 
ants of Sheibani Khan, who reigned in Mauren.ahar and 
Charafm. 

8 Hiftoire de Gentchifcan, et de toute la Dinaftie des Mnn- 
gous fes Succefteurs, Conqnerans de la Chine ; tiree de l’Hif- 
toire de la Chine, par le R. P. Gaubil, de la Scciet6 de Jefus, 
Millionaire a Peking; a Paris, 1739, in 4 to . This tranflation 
js ftamped with the Chinefe character of domtftie accuracy and 
foreign ignorance, 

Perfians, 
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Perfians 9 , Armenians' 0 , Syrians", Arabians 1 *, 
Greeks ", Ruffians ", Poles * 5 , Hungarians ‘ 6 , and 

Latins ; 


chap. 

LXIV. 


9 See the Iliftoire du Grand Genghizcan, premier Empcreurdes 
Mogols et Tartares, parM. Petit de la Croix, a Paris, 1710, in 
ia tro : a work of ten years labour, chiefly drawn from the 
Pcrfian writers, among whom Nifavi, the fecretary of fultan 
Gelalcddin,' has the merit and prejudices of a contemporary. A 
flight air of romance is the fault of the originals, or the compiler. 

See likewife the articles of Genghizcan, Mohammed, Gelaletldin , 
See. in the Bibliothequc Orientale of d’Herbelot. 

10 Haithonus, or Aithonus, an Armenian prince, and after- 
wards a monk of premontre (Fabric. Bibliot. Lat. inedii ALvi,tom. 

i. p. 34.), dictated in the French language, his book de Tartari;, 
his old feilow-foldicrs. It was immediately tranflated into Latin, 
-and is inferted in the Novus Orbis of Simon Grynscus (Bafil, 1555, 
in folio). >. 

11 Zingis Khan, and his firft fuccefiors, occupy the conclufion 
of the ix'h Dynafty of Abulpharagius (verf. Pocock, Oxon. 1663, 
in 4 to ) ; and his X th Dynafty is that of the Moguls of Perfia. 
Aflemannus (Bibliot. Orient, tom, ii.) has extradted fome faflsfrom 
his Syriac writings, and the lives of the Jacobite mapluians, or 
primates of the Eaft. 

11 Among the Arabians, in language and religion, we may 
diftinguilli Abulfeda, fultan of Hamah in Syria, who fought in 
perfon, under the Mamaluke ftandard, againft the Moguls. 

J i Nicephorus Gregoras ( 1 . ii. c. 5, 6.) has felt the neceftity of 
connedting the Scythian and Byzantine hiftorics He deferibes 
with truth and elegance the fettlement and manners of the Mo- 
guls of Perfia, but he is ignorant of their origin, and corrupts 
the names of Zingis and his fons. 

’♦ M. Levefque (Hiftoire de Ruftie, tom. ii.) has deferibed the 
conqueft of Rullia by the Tartars, from the patriarch Nicon, 
and the old chronicles. 

*5 For Poland, I am content with the Sarmatia Afiatica et 
Europca of Matthew a Michou, or de Michovia, a canon and 
phyfician of Cracow (A. D. 1506), inferted in the Novus Orbis * 
of Grynseus. Fabric. Bibliot. Latin, mediae et infimae JEtatis, 
tom. v. p. 56. 

16 I (hould quote Thuroczius, the oldeft general hiftorian (pars 

ii. e. 74. p. 150.), in the I st volume of the Scriptores Rerum 
Hungaricarum, did not the fame volume contain the original 
narrative of a contemporary, an eye-witnefs, and a fufferer (M. 
Rogerii, ilungari, Varadienfis Capituli Canonici, Carmen mife- 

D d 4 rabile. 
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C it a P. Latins 17 ; and each nation will deferve credit 
, LXIV '. ■ in the relation of their own difafters and de- 
feats *\ 

His inva- The arms of Zingis and his lieutenants fuc- 
Ciiina, ceffively reduced the hords of the defert, who 
121 ^ 0 — pitched their tents between the wall of China and 
1114; the Volga ; and the Mogul emperor became the 
monarch of the pafloral world, the lord of many 
millions of fhepherds and foldiers, who felt their 
united ftrength, and w^ere impatient to rulh on 

the mild and wealthy climates of the fouth. Ilin 

> 

anceftors had been the tributaries of the Chinefe 
emperors; and Tcmugin himfelf had been dif- 
graced by a title of honour and fervitude. Ths 
court of Pekin was aftonifhed by an embalfy 
from its former vafial, who, in the tone of the 
king of nations, exatted the tribute and obe- 


ralvle, feu Hiftoria fuper Deftrutftione Rcgni Hungariie, Ten>- 
poribus Belie IV. Regis per Tartaros faita, p.191 — 3*1.): the 
heft picture that I have ever feen of all the circumftances of a 
Barbaric invafion. 

*7 Matthew Paris has reprefented, from authentic document'^ 
the danger and diftrefs of Europe (confult the word Tartari in his 
copious Index). From motives of zeal and curiofity, the court 
of the great Khan, in the xiii th century, was vilited by two 
friars, John de Plano Carpini, and William ltubruquis, and by 
Marco Polo, a Venetian gentlernaru The Latin relations of the 
two former are inferted in the i‘< volume of Haeklnyt ; the Ita- 
lian original or verlion of the third (Fabric. Bibliot. Latin, medti 
JEvi, tom. ii. p. 198. tom. v. p. *5.) may be found in the iiu tome 
of Famulio. 

' s In his great Hiftory of the Huns, M. de Guigncs has moil 
amply treated of Zingis Khan and his fucceflors. See tom. iii. I. 
xv— xix. and in the collateral articles of the Seljukians of Rouro, 
tom. ii. 1 . xi. the Carizmians, 1 . xiv. and the Mamalukcs, tom, 
iv. 1 . xxi i coniult tike wife the ta les of the i* t volume. He 
is ever learned and accurate ; yet I am only indebted to him for 
a general view, anti fome paflages of Abulicda, which are Hill 
lafent in the Arabic text. 
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dience which he had paid, and who affected to C H A P. 
treat the fon of heaven as the moft contemptible of . " ~j 
mankind. An haughty anfwer difguifed their 
fecret apprehenfions ; and their fears were foon 
jultified by the march of innumerable fquadrons, 
who pierced on all Tides the feeble rampart 
of the great wall. Ninety cities were ftormed, 
or ftarved, by the Moguls ; ten only efcaped ; 
and Zingis, from a knowledge of the filial piety 
of the Chinefe, covered his vanguard with their 
captive parents ; an unworthy, and by degrees a 
fruitlefs, abufe of the virtue of his enemies. His 
invafion was fupported by the revolt of an hup- 
dred thoufand Khitans, who guarded the frontier : 
yet he Aliened to a treaty ; and a princefs of 
China, three thoufand horfes, five hundred 
youths and as many virgins, and a tribute of 
gold and filk, were the price of .his retreat. In 
his fecond expedition, he compelled the Chinefe 
emperor to retire beyond the yellow river to a 
more fouthern refidence. The fiege of Pekin * 9 
was long and laborious : the inhabitants were re- 
duced by famine to decimate and devour their 
fellow-citizens ; when their ammunition was 
fpent, they difeharged ingots of gold and filver 
from their engines ; but the Moguls introduced 
a mine to the centre of the capital ; and the con- 
flagration of the palace burnt above thirty days. 

*9 More properly Tin-king, an ancient city, whofe ruins ftill 
appear fome furlongs to the fouth eaft of the modern Prk n, 
which was built by Cubl.ti Khan (Gaubel, p. 146.). Pe-king 
and Nan-king are vague titles, the courts of the north and of the 
fouth. The identity and change of names perplex the moft ikit- 
ful readers of the Chinefe geography (p. 177.). 
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China was defplated by Tartar war and domeftic 
faction ; and the five northern provinces were 
added to the empire of Zingis. 

In the Weft, he touched the dominions of Mo- 
hammed fultan of Carizme, who reigned from ' 
the Pvrfian Gulf to the borders of India and 
Turkeftan ; and who, in the proud imitation 
of Alexander the Great, forgot the fervitude and 
ingratitude of his fathers to the houfe of Seljuk. 
It was the with of Zingis to eftablifh a friendly 
and commercial intercourfe with the raoft power- 
ful of the Mollem princes ; nor could he be tempt- 
ed by the fecret folicitations of the caliph of Bag- 
dad, who facrificed to his perfonal wrongs the 
lafety of the church and ftate. A raih and in- 
human deed provoked and juftified the Tartar 
arms in the invafion of the fouthern Afia. A 
caravan of three ambaffadors and one hundred 
and fifty merchants, was arrefted and murdered 
at Otrar, by the command of Mohammed ; nor 
was it till after a demand and denial of juftice, 
till he had prayed and faded three nights on a 
mountain, that the Mogul emperor appealed to 
the judgment of God and his fword. Our Eu- 
ropean battles, fays a philofophic writer ”, are 
petty Ikirmilhes, if compared to the numbers that 
have fought and fallen in the fields ef Afia. 
Seven hundred thoufand Moguls and Tartars are 
faid to have marched under the ftandard of Zingis 
and his four foils. In the vaft plains that extend 


*° M. dc Voltaire, Eflai fur l’Hiftoire Generate, tom. iii. c. 
60. p. 8. His account of Zingis and the Moguls contains, as 
ufual, much general fenfe and truth, with fome particular errors. 

to 
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to the north of the Sihon or Jaxartes, they were chap. 
encountered by four hundred thoufand foldiers of , LX1V - 

J — —y * mJ 

the fultan ; and in the nrlt battle, which was fuf- 
pended by the night, one hundred and fixty thou- 
fand Carizmians were flain. Mohammed was 
aftonifhed by the multitude and valour of his 
enemies : he withdrew from the fcene of dancer, 
and diflributed his troops in the frontier towns, 
trufting that the Barbarians, invincible in the 
field, would be repulfed by the length and diffi- 
culty of fo many regular fieges. But the pru- 
dence of Zingis had formed a body of Chinefe 
engineers, {killed in the mechanic arts, informed 
perhaps of the fecret of gunpowder, and capable, \ 

under his difeipline, of attacking a foreign coun- 
try with more vigour and fuccefs than they had 
defended their own. The Perfian hiftorians will 
relate the fieges and redudtion of Otrar, Cogende, 

Bochara, Samarcand, Carizme, Herat, Merou, 
Nifabour, Balch, and Candahar; and the con- 
queft of the rich and populous countries of 
Tranfoxiana, Carizme, and Chorafan. The de- 
ftructive hoftilities of Attila and the Huns have 
long fince been elucidated by the example of 
Zingis and the Moguls ; and in this more proper 
place I fhall be content to obferve, that, from 
the Cafpian to the Indus, they ruined a tract of 
many hundred miles, which was adorned with 
the habitations and labours of mankind, and that 
five centuries have not been fufficicnt to repair the 
ravages of four years. The Mogul emperor en- 
couraged or indulged the fury of his troops: the 
hope of future pofieffion was loll in the ardour of 
} 6 rapine 
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rapine and {laughter ; and the caufe of the war 
exafperated their native fiercenefs by the pretence 
of juftice and revenge. The downfal and death 
of the fultan Mohammed, who expired unpitied 
and alone, in a defert ifland of the Cafpian Sea, 
is a poor atonement for the calamities of which he 
was the author. Could the Carizinian empire have 
been faved by a (ingle hero, it would have been 
faved by his fon Gelaleddin, whofe active valour 
repeatedly . checked the Moguls in the career of 
vi&ory. Retreating, as he fought, to the banks 
of the Indus, he was oppreffed by their innumer- 
able hoft, till, in the laft moment of defpair, 
Gelaleddin fpurred his horfe ipto the waves, 
fwam one of the broadeft and moft rapid rivers 
of Afia, and extorted the admiration and applaufe 
of Zingis himfelf. It was in this camp that the 
Mogul conqueror yielded with reluctance to the 
murmurs of his weary and wealthy troops, who 
fighed for the enjoyment of their native land* 
Incumbered with the fpoils of Aha, he flowly 
meafured back his footfteps, betrayed fome pity •> 
for the mifery of the vanquilhed, and declared 
his intention of rebuilding the cities which had 
been fwept away by the tempeft of his arms.. 
After he had repafled the Oxus and Jaxartes, he 
was joined by two generals, whom he had de- 
tached with thirty thoufand horfe, to fubdue the 
weftern provinces of Perfia. They had trampled 
on the nations which oppofed their pafiage, pe- 
netrated through the gates of Derbend, traverfed 
the Volga and the Defert, and accomplhhed the 
circuit of the Cafpian Sea, by an expedition 

7 which, 


Digitized by Googli 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

which had never been attempted, and has never 
been repeated. The return of Zingis was fig- 
nalized by the overthrow of the rebellious or 
independent kingdoms of Tartary ; and he died 
in the fulnefs of years and glory, with his lad; 
breath exhorting and inftru&ing his fons to at- 
chieve the conqueft of the Chinefe empire. 

The haram of Zingis w r as compofed of five 
hundred wives and concubines ; and of his nu- 
merous progeny, four fons, illudrious by their 
birth and merit, exercifed under their father the 
principal offices of peace and war. Touffii was 
his great huntfman, Zagatai x ‘ his judge, Oftai 
his minifter, and Tuli his general; and their 
names and actions are often confpicuous in the 
hiftory of his conquefts. Firmly united for their 
own and the public intereft, the three brothers 
and their families were content with dependent 
feeptres ; and O&ai, by general confent, was 
proclaimed great khan, or emperor of the Mo- 
guls and Tartars. He was fucceeded by his fon 
Gayuk, after whofe death the empire devolved 
to his coufms Mangou and Cublai, the fons of 
Tuli, and the grandfons of Zingis. In the fixty- 
eight years of his four firft fucceflors, the Mogul 
fubdued alniofl all Afia, and a large portion of 
Europe. Without confining myfelf to the order 
of time, without expatiating on the detail of 


4*1 
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11 Zagatai gave his name to his dominions of Maurenahar, or 
Tranfoxiana; and the Moguls of Hindoftan, who emigrated 
from that country, are ftyled Zagatais by the Perlians. This 
certain etymology, and the fimilar example of Uzbek, Nogai, 
&c. may warn us not abfolutely to reject the derivations of a. 
national, from a personal, name. 
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events, I (hall prefent a general pidlure of the 
progrefs of their arms ; I. In the Eaft ; II. In the 
South; III. In the Weft; and IV. In the North. 

1. Before the invafion of Zingis, China was 
divided into two empires or dynafties of the North 
and South ** ; and the difference of origin and 
intereft was fmoothed by a general conformity of 
laws, language, and national manners. The 
Northern empire, which had been difmembered 
by Zingis, was finally fubdued feven years after 
, his death. After the lofs of Pekin, the emperor 
had fixed his refidence at Kaifong, a city many 
leagues in circumference, and which contained, 
according to the Chinefe annals, fourteen hun- 
dred thoufand families of inhabitants and fugi- 
tives. He efcaped from thence with only feven 
horfemen, and made his laft Hand in a third ca-' 
pital, till at length the hopelefs monarch, pro- 
tefting his innocence and accufing his fortune, 
afcended a funeral pile, and gave orders, that, 
as foon as he had (tabbed himfelf, the fire (hould 
be kindled by his attendants. The dynafty of 
the Song, the native and ancient fovereigns of 
the whole empire, furvived about forty-five years 
the fall of the northern ufurpers ; and the perfect 
conqueft was referved for the arms of Cublai. 
During this interval, the Moguls were often di- 


“ In Marco Polo, and the Oriental geographers, the names 
of Cathay and Mangi diftinguilh the northern and fouthern em- 
pire?, which, from A. P. 1*34 to 1*79, wercthofe of the Great 
Khan, and of the Chinefe. The fearch of Cathay, after China 
had been found, excited and milled our navigators of the fix- 
teenth century, in their attempts to diicover the north-eaft paf- 
fage. 

verted 
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verted by foreign wars; and, if the Chinefe fel- c H AP, 
dom dared to meet their victors in the held, their , ' ' , 

pafiive courage prefented an endlefs fucceffion of 
cities to ftorm and of millions to daughter. In 
the attack and defence of places, the engines of 
antiquity and the Greek fire were alternately em- 
ployed: the ufe of gunpowder in cannon and 
bombs appears as a familiar pra&ice 13 ; and the 
fieges were conducted by the Mahometans and 
Franks, \Vho had been liberally invited into the 
fervice of Cublai. After palling the great river, 
the troops and artillery were conveyed along a 
feries of canals, till they inverted the royal refi- 
dence of Hameheu, or Quinfay, in the country 
of filk, the moft delicious climate of China. Tire 
emperor, a defencelefs youth, furrendered his 
perfon and fceptre ; and before he was fent in 
exile into Tartary he ftruck nine times the ground . 
with his forehead, to adore in prayer or thanks- 
giving the mercy of the great khan. Yet the war of the 
(it was now ftyled a rebellion) was ftill maintained 1 ^ t ^ rn * 
in the Southern provinces from Ilamcheu to Can- 1*79* 

** I depend on the knowledge and fidelity of the Pere Gaubil, 
who tranllates the Chinefe text of the Annals of the Moguls or 
Yuen (p. 71.93. XJ3-); but I aril ignorant at what time thefe 
annals were compofed and publi/hed. The two uncles of Marco 
Polo, who ferved as engineers at the fiege of Siengyangfou ( 1 . ii. 
c. 61. in Ramufio, tom. ii. See Gaubil, p. ijj 157.), mnft have 
fflt and related the e Wefts of this deftruftive powder, and their 
fileoce is a weighty, and aimed dccifive, objection. I entertain 
a fufpicion, that the recent difeovery was carried from Europe to 
China by the caravans of the xv'h century, and faifely adopted as 
an old national difeovery before the arrival of the Portuguefe and 
Jefuits in the xvi !t >. Yet the Pere GaubH-alKrms, that the ufe of 
gunpowder has been known to the Chiucie abuve 1600 years. 
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^"lxiv P ' ton ’ an d the obftinate remnant of independence 
« — t - » and hoftility was tranfported from the land to 
the fea. But when the'fleet of the Song was fur- 
rounded and opprelfed by a fuperior armament, 
their lall champion leaped into the waves with his 
infant emperor in his arms. “ It is more glo- 
“ rious,” he cried, “ to die a prince, than to 
“ live a flave.” An hundred thoufand Chinefe 
imitated his example ; and the whole empire, 
from Tonkin to the great wall, fubmitted to the 
dominion of Cublai. His boundlefs ambition 
afpired to the conqueft of Japan : his fleet w'as 
twice Ihipwrecked ; and the lives of an hundred 
thoufand Moguls and Chinefe were facrificed in 
the fruitlefs expedition. But the circumjacent 
kingdoms, Corea, Tonkin, Cochinchina, Pegu, 
Bengal, and Thibet, were reduced in different 
degrees of tribute and obedience by the effort or 
terror of his arms. He explored the Indian 
ocean with a fleet of a thoufand (hips : they failed 
in fixty-eight days, mod probably to the ifle of 
Borneo, under the equinoctial line ; and though 
they returned not without fpoil or glory, the em- 
peror was diffatisfied that the favage king had 
efcaped from their hands. 

of Perfia, II. The conqueft of Hindoftan by the Moguls, 
emVreof was referved in a later period for the houfe of 
Timour ; but that of Iran, or Perlia, was at- 
chieved by Holagou Khan, the grandfon of Zin- 
gis, the brother and lieutenant of the two fuccef- 
five emperors, Mahgou and Cublai. I fhall not 
enumerate the crowd of fultans, emirs, and ata- 
beks, whom he trampled into dull : but the ex- 
tirpation 
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tirpation of the AJfaJfins , or Ifmaelians 14 of Per- C h a p. 
v fia, maybe confidered as a fervice to mankind. ' . 

Among the hills to the fouth of the Cafpian, 
thefe odious fectarics had reigned with impunity 
above an hundred and fixty years ; and their 
prince, or Imam, ellablilhed his lieutenant to 
lead and govern the colony of mount Libanus, 
fo famous *and formidable in the hiftory of 
the crufades * 5 . With the fanatidfm -of the 
Koran, the Ifmaelians had blended the Indian 
tranfmigration, and the vifions of their own pro- 
phets : and it was their firft duty to devote their 
fouls and bodies in blind obedience to the vicar 
of God. The daggers of his miflionaries were 
felt both in the Eafl and Weft : the Chriftians 
and the Moflems enumerate, and perhaps multiply, 
the illuftrious viftims that were facrificed to the 
zeal, avarice, or refentment of the old man (as 
he was corruptly ftyled) of the mountain. But 
thefe daggers, his only arms, were broken by 
, the fword of Holagou, and not a veftige is left 
of the enemies of mankind, except the woad 
affajfin , which, in the molt • odious fenfe, has 
been adopted an the languages of Europe. The 
extinction of the Abbaffides cannot be indifferent 
to the fpe&ators of their greatnefs and decline. 

, Since the fall of their Seljukian tyrants, the ca- 

All that can be known of the Aflafiins of Perfia and Syria, !■ 
poured from the copious, and even profufe, erudition of M. Fal- 
conet, in two memoirts read before the Academy of Infcriptions 
(tom. xvii. p.~i27 — 170.). 

The Ifmaelians of Syria, 40,000 AlTaflins, had acquired or 
founded ten caftles in the hills above Tortofa. About the year 
1 z8o, they were extirpated by the Mamalukes. 

Vol, XI. E e . liph* 
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c H A P.. Hphs had recovered their lawful dominion of Bag* 
Lxtv. an j t h e Fabian Irak: but the city was dif- 
tracled by theological factions, and the com- 
mander of the faithful was loft in a haram of 
feven hundred concubines. The invafion of the 
Moguls he encountered with feeble arms and 
haughty embafiies. “ On the divine decree/* 
faid the caliph Moflafem, “ is founded the throne 
“ of the fons of Abbas : and their foes fhall 

“ furely be deftroyed in this world and in the 
“ next. Who is this Holagou that dares to 
“ arife againft them ? If he be defirous of peace, 
“ let him inflantly depart from the facred terri- 
“ tory ; and perhaps he may obtain from our 
“ clemency the pardon of his fault.” This pre- 
fumption was cherifhed by a perfidious vizir, who 
allured his mafter, that, even if the Barbarians 
had entered the city, the women and children, 
from the terraces, would be fufficient to over- 
whelm them with Hones. But when Holagou 
touched the phantom, it inflantly vanifhed into 
hpoke. After a fiege of two months, Bagdad 
was ftormed and • facked by the Moguls : and 
their fiivage commander pronounced the death of 
the caliph Moflafem, the lafl of the temporal fuc- 
ceffors of Mahomet ; whofe noble kinfmen, of 
•the race of Abbas, had reigned in Alia above 
five hundred years. Whatever might be the de- 
figns of the conqueror, the holy cities of Mecca 
and Medina 15 were protefled by the Arabian de- 

16 As .1 proof of the ignorance of the Chinefe in foreigti tranf- 
a&ions, I muft obferve, that fome of their ^hiftorians extern' the 
conquefts of Zingis himfclf to Medina, the country of Mahomet 
(Gaubi!, p. 4i.). 

fen; 


Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


419 


fert ; but the Moguls fpread beyond the Tigris 
and Euphrates, pillaged Aleppo and Dartiafcus, u--v -— j 
and threatened to join the Franks in the deliver- 
ance of Jerufalem. Egypt was loft, had fhe been 
defended only by her feeble offspring : but the 
Mamalukes had breathed in their infancy the 
keennefs of a Scythian air : equal in valour, fu- 
perior in difeipline, they met the Moguls in many 
a well-fought field ; and drove back the ftream 
of hoftility to the eaftward of the Euphrates. 

But it overflowed with refiftkffs violence the king- 
doms of Armenia and Anatolia, of which the of Ana- 
former was poffeffed by the Chriftians, and the 
latter by the Turks. The fultans of Iconium op- 
pofed fome rcfiftance to the Mogul arms, till 
Azzadin fought a refuge among the Greeks of 
Conftantinople, and his feeble fucceffors, the laft 
of the Seljukian dynafty, were finally extirpated 
by the khans of Perfia. 

III. No fooner had O&ai fubverted the northern c \ ^'P*. 

zak, ““i* 

empire of China, than he refolved to vifit with his fia, Po- 
arms the moft remote countries of the Yveft. g" r y’, H ^c. 
Fifteen hundred thoufand Moguls and Tartars A - D - 
were inferibed on the military roll ; or thefe the 1245. 
great khan fele&ed a third, which he entrufted 
■to the command of his nephew Baton, the fon of 
Tuli ; who reigned over his father’s conquefts to 
the north of the Cafpian Sea. After a feftival of 
forty days. Baton fet forwards on this great ex- 
pedition ; and fuch was the fpeed and ardour of 
his innumerable fquadrons, that in lefs than fix 
years they had meafured a line of ninety degrees 
of longitude, a fourth part of the circumference 
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chap, of the globe. The great rivers of Alia and Eu- 
1 LX1V ', rope, the Volga and Kama, the Don and Boryft- 
henes, the Viltula and Danube, they either fwam 
with their horfes, or palled on the ice, or tra- 
veled in leathern boats, which followed the 
camp, and tranfported their waggons and artil- 
'lery. By the firft. victories of Batou, the re- 
mains of national freedom were eradicated in the 
immenfe plains of Turkeftan and Kipzak * 7 . In 
his rapid progrefs, he overran the kingdoms, as 
they are now ftylcd, of Aftracan and Gazan? 
and the troops which he detached towards mount 
Caucafus, explored the molt fecret recedes of 
Georgia and Circaffia. The civil difeord of the 
great dukes, or princes, of Ruffia, betrayed their 
country to the Tartars. They fpread from Li- 
vonia to the Black Sea, and both Mofcow and 
Kiow, the modern and the ancient capitals, were 
, reduced to alhes ; a temporary ruin, lefs fatal 
than the deep, and perhaps indelible, mark, which 
a fervitude of two hundred years has imprinted 
on the character of the Ruffians. The Tartars 
ravaged with equal fury the countries which they 
hoped to poffefs, and thofe which they were 
haftening to leave. From the permanent conqueft 
of Ruffia, they made a deadly, though tranfient, 
inroad into the heart of Poland, and as far as 
the borders of Germany. The cities of Lublin, 
and Cracow were obliterated : they approached 

*7 The Da/htc Kipzak , or plain of Kipeak, extends on either 
fide of the Volga, in aboundlefs fpace towards the Jaik and Bo-; 
ryfthenes, and is fuppofed to contain the primitive name and na- 
tion of the Cofacks. 
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the Ihores of the Baltic ; and in the battle of C H A P. 
Lignitz, they defeated the dukes of Silefia, the , 

Polilh palatines, and the great mailer of the Teu- 
tonic order, and filled nine fecks with the right- 
ears of the flain. From Lignitz, the extreme 
point of their weftern march, they turned afide 
to the invafion of Hungary; and the prefence or 
fpirit of Batou infpired the holt of five hundred 
thoufend men : the Carpathian hills could not be 
long impervious to their divided columns; and their 
approach had been fondly difbelieved till it was irre- 
fiftibdy felt. The king, Bela the fourth, affembled the 
military force of his counts and bifhops : but he 
had alienated the nation by adopting a vagrant 
hord of forty thoufend families of Comans, and 
thefe fevage guefts were provoked to revolt by 
the fufpicion of treachery and the murder of 
their prince. The whole country north of the 
Danube was loft in a day, and depopulated in 
a fummer ; and the ruins of cities and churches 
were overfpread with the bones of the natives, 
who expiated the fins of their Turkifh anceftors. 

An ecclefiaftic, who fled from the feck of Wa- 
radin, defcribes the calamities which he had feen 
or fuffered ; and the fenguinary rage of fieges 
and battles is far lefs atrocious than the treatment 
of the fugitives, who had been allured from the » 
woods under a promife of peace and pardon, 
and who were coolly flaughtered as foon as they 
had performed the labours of the harveft and 
vintage. In the winter, the Tartars palled the 
Danube on the ice, and advanced to Gran or 
Btrigonium, a German colony, and the metro- 
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CHAP, polis of the kingdom. . Thirty engines were 
■ ’ j planted againfl the walls ; the ditches were filled 

with facks of earth and dead bodies ; and after a 
promifcuous malfacre, three hundred noble ma- 
trons were flain in the prefence of the khan. Of 
all the cities and fprtreffes of Hungary, three 
alone furvived the Tartar invafion, and the un- 
fortunate Bela hid his head among the iflands of 
the Adriatic. 

The Latin world was darkened by this cloud 
of favage hoftility : a Ruffian fugitive carried 
the alarm to Sweden ; and the remote nations of 
the Baltic and the ocean trembled at the approach 
of the Tartars ,s , whom their fear and ignorance 
were inclined to feparate from the human fpecies. 
Since the invafion of the Arabs in the eighth 
century, Europe had never been expofed to a 
fimilar calamity ; and if the difciples of Mahomet 
would have oppreffed her religion and liberty, it 
might be apprehended that the Ihepherds of Scy- 
thia would extinguiffi her cities, her arts, and all 
the inftitutions of civil foci'ety. The Roman 
pontiff attempted to appeafe and convert thefe 
invincible Pagans by a million of Francil’can and 
Dominican friars ; but he was aftoniffied by the 
reply of the khan, that the fons of God and of 

• 

18 In the year 1138, the inhabitants of Gothia ( Sweden) and 
Frife were prevented, by their fear of the Tartars, from fending, 
as ufnal, their fhips to the herring- fiihery on the coaft of Eng- 
land ; and as there was no exportation, forty or fifty of thefe fifh 
were fold lorafhillina (Matthew Paris, p. 396.). It is whimfical 
enough, that the orders of a Mogul khan, who reigned on the 
borders of China, (hould have lowered the price of herrings in 
the Engliih market. 
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Z'ngis Were inverted with a divine powei; to fub- CHAP, 
due or extirpate the nations ; and that the pope . LXrv ~ f 
would be involved in th£ univerfal deftrucfion, 
unlefs he vifited in perfon, and as a fuppliant, 
the royal hord. The emperor Frederic the fecond 
embraced a more generous mode of defence ; 
and his letters to the kings of France and Eng- 
land, and the princes of Germany, reprefcnted 
the common danger, and urged them to arm their 
valfals in this juft and rational crufade 19 . The 
Tartars themfelves were awed by the fame and 
valour of the Franks : the town of Newftadt in 
Auftria was bravely defended againft them by fifty 
knights and twenty crofs-bows ; and they raifed 
the fiege on the appearance of a German army. 

After wafting the adjacent kingdoms of Servia, 

Bofnia, and Bulgaria, Batou flowly retreated from 
the Danube to the Volga to .enjoy the rewards 
of viftory in the city and palace of Serai, which 
ftarted at his command from the midft of the 
defert. 

IV. Even the poor and frozen regions of the OfSibe- 
North attradfted the arms of the Moguls : Shei- D 
bani Khan, the brother of the great Batou, led 


*9 I thill copy his character! ftie or flattering epithets of the 
different countries of Europe: Furens ac fervens ad arma Ger- 
mania, ftrenuae nvlitix genetrix et alumna Francia, bellicofa et 
audax Hifpania, virtuofa viiis et claffe muuita fertilis Anglia, 
impetuofis bellatoribus refevta Alemannia, navalis Dacia, indo- 
mita Italia, pacis ignara Burgundia, inquieta Apulia, cum maris 
Grreci, Adriatici et Tyrrheni infulis pyraticis et invidtis, Creta, 
Cypro, Sicilia, cum Oceano conterminis infulis, et regionibus, 
cruenta Ilybernia, cum agili Wallia, paluftris Scotia, glaciaiis 
Norwegia fuam eledtam militiam tub vcxillo Crucis dcfiiuabunt, 
_&c. (Matthew Paris, p. 498.). 
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CHAP. an hord of fifteen thoufand families into the wild* 
of Siberia ; and his defendants reigned at To- 
bollkoy above three Centuries, till the Ruffian 
conqueft. The fpirit of enterprife which pur- 
fued the courfe of the Oby and Yenifei mud have 
led to the difcovery of the icy fea. After brulh- 
ing away the monftrous fables, of men with dogs 
heads and cloven feet, we fhall find, that, fifteen 
years after the death of Zingis, the Moguls were 
informed of the name and manners of the Sa- 
moyedes in the neighbourhood of the polar circle, 
who dwelt in fubterraneous huts, and derived 
their furs and their food from the foie occupation 
of hunting 3 °. 

While China, Syria, and Poland, were in- 
vaded at the fame time by the Moguls and Tar- 
tars, the authors of the mighty mifchief were 
content with the knowledge and declaration, that 
their w'ord was the fword of death. Like the 
' firft caliphs, the firft fucceffors of Zingis feldom 
appeared in perlon at the head of their viftorious 
armies. On the banks of the Onon and Selinga, 
the royal or golden hord exhibited the contrail of 
fimplicity and-greatnefs ; of the roafted fheep and 
mare’s milk which compofed their banquets ; 
and of a diftribution in one day of five hundred 
waggons of gold and filver. The ambafladors 
and princes of Europe and Afia were compelled 
to undertake this diftant and laborious pilgrim- 

i° Sec Carpi n’s relation in Hackluyt, vol. i. p. 30. The pedi- 
gree of the khans of Siberia is given by Abulghazi (part viii, 
p. 485— 495.)* Have the Ruffians found uo Tartar chronicles at 
Tobollkoi ) 
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age ; and the life and reign of the great dukes of 
Ruffia, the kings of Georgia and. Armenia, the 
fultans of Iconium, and the emirs of Perfia, were 
decided by the frown or fmile of the great khan. 
The fons and grandfons of Zingis had been ac- 
cuftomed to the paftoral life ; but the village of 
Caracorum 3 ‘ was gradually ennobled by their 
election and refidence. A change of manners is 
implied in the removal of OCtai and Mangou 
from a tent to an houfe ; and their example was 
imitated by the princes of their family and the 
great officers of the empire. Inftead of the bound- 
lefs foreft, the inclofure of a park afforded the 
more indolent pleafures of the chace ; their new' 
habitations were decorated with painting and 
fculpture ; their fuperfluous treafures were caff 
in fountains, and batons, and ftatues of maffy 
filver ; and the artifts of China and Paris vied 
with each other in the fervice of the great khan 3 \ 
Caracorum contained two ftreets, the one of Chi- 
nefe mechanics, the other of Mahometan traders j 
and the places of religious worlhip, one Nefto- 
rian church, two mofchs, and twelve temples of 
various idols, may reprefent in fome degree the 

n The Map of d’Anville, and the Chinefe Itineraries (de 
Guignes, tom. i. part ii. p. 57.), feem to mark the pofition of 
Holin, or Caracorum, about fix hundred miles to the north- 
weft of Pekin. The diftance between Selinginfky and Pekin is 
near tooo Ruffian verlls, between 1500 and 1400 Englifli miles 
(Bell’s Travels, vol. ii. p. 67.). "I 

3 1 Rubruquis found at Caracoram his countryman Guillaume 
Boucher orfevre de Parij, who had executed for the khan a filver 
tree, fupported by four lions, and ejecting four different liquors. 
Abulghazi (part iv. p. 336.) mention* the painters of Kitay or 
China. 

, number 


42s 


CHAP. 

I.XIV. 



- C ) 


I 


Digitized by Google 





CHAP. 

LX1V. 


adopt the 
manners 
of China, 
A. D. 
11.59— 
1 ^ 68 . 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 

/ 

number and divifion of inhabitants. Yet a French 
miffionary declares, that the town of St. Denys, 
near Paris, was more confiderable than the Tar- 
tar capital ; and that, the whole palace of Man- 
gou was fcarcely equal to a tenth part of that 
BenedicHne abbey. The conquefts of Ruffia and 
Syria might ainufe the vanity of the great khans ; 
but they were feated on the borders of China ; 
the acquifition of that empire was the nearelt 
and moll intereffing object ; and they might 
learn from their paltoral ceconomy, that it is for 
the advantage of the ffiepherd to protect and pro- 
pagate his flock. I have already celebrated the 
jvifdom and virtue of a Mandarin, who prevented 
the defolation of five populous and cultivated 
provinces. In a fpotlefs adininiflration of thirty 
years, this friend of his country and of mankind 
continually laboured to mitigate, or fufpend, the 
havock of war ; to fave the monuments, and to 
rekindle the flame, of fcience ; to reftrain the 
military commander by the refloration . of civil 
magiftrates ; and to inftill the love of peace and 
juftice into die minds of the Moguls. He ftrug- 
gled with the barbarifm of the firft conquerors ; 
but his falutary leffons produced a rich harveft in 
the fecond generation. The northern, and by 
degrees the fouthern, empire, acquiefced in the 
government of Cublai, the lieutenant, and after- 
wards the fucceffor, of Mangou ; and the nation 
was loyal to a prince who had been educated in 
the manners of China. He reflored the forms 
of her venerable conflitution ; and the viftors 
fubmitted to the laws, the fafhions, and even the 

prejudices* 
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prejudices, of the vanquished people. This peace- chap. 
ful triumph, which has been more than once re- . LX ' 1V ' J1 
peated, may be afcribed in a great meafure to , 
the numbers and fervitude of the Chinefe. The 


Mogul army was diffolved in a vaft and populous 
country ; and their emperors adopted with plea- 
fure a political fyftem, which gives to the prince 
the folid fubftance of defpotifm, and leaves to the 
fubjeft the empty names of philofopHy, freedom, 
and filial obedience. Under the reign of Cublai, 
letters and commerce, peace and juftice, were re- 
ftored ; the great canal, of five hundred miles, 
w as opened from Nankin to the capital ; he fixed 
his refidence at Pekin ; and difplayed in his court 
the magnificence of the greateft monarch of Afia. 
Yet this learned prince declined ' from the pure 
and funple religion of his great anceftor ; he Sa- 
crificed to the idol Fo ; and his blind attachment 
to the lamas of Thibet and the bonzes of China ss 


provoked the cenlure of the difciples of Confu- 
cius. His fuccelfors polluted the palace with a 
crowd of eunuchs, phyficians, and aflrologers, 
while thirteen millions of their fubjefts were 
confumed in the provinces by famine. One hun- 
dred and forty years after the death of Zingis, 
his degenerate race, the dynafty of the Y uen, was 


3? The attachment of the khans, and the hatred of the man- 
darins, to the bonzes and lamas (Duhalde, Hift. de la Chine, 
tom. i. p. 501, 50.’,.) feems to reprefent them as the priefts of 
the fame god, of the Indian Fo, whofe worfliip prevails among 
the feds of Hindoftan, Siam, Thibet, China, and Japan. But 
this myfterious fubjedt is Hill loft in a cloud, which the refearches 
of our Aliatic Society may gradually difpel. 
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expelled by a revolt of the native Chinefe ; and 
the Mogul emperors were loft in the oblivion of 
the defert. Before this revolution, they had for- 
feited their fupremacy over the dependent branches 
of their houfe, the khans of Kipzak and Rullia, 
the khans of Zagatai or Tranfoxiana, and the 
khans of Iran or Perfia. By their diftance and 
power thefe royal lieutenants had foon been re- 
leafed from -the duties of obedience ; and, after 
the death of Cublai, they fcorned to accept a 
fceptre or a title from his unworthy fucceffors. 
According to their refpettive fituation they main- 
tained the fimplicity of the paftoral life, or af- 
fumed the luxury of the cities of Aiia ; but the 
princes and their hords were alike difpofed for the 
reception of a foreign worlhip. After fome heft- 
tation between the Gofpel and the Koran, they 
conformed to the religion of Mahomet and while 
they adopted for their brethren the Arabs and' 
Perfians, they renounced all intercourfe with the 
ancient Moguls, the idolaters of China. 

In this Ihipwreck of nations, fome furprife may 
be excited by the efcape of the Roman empire,' 
wh'ofe relics, at the time of the Mogul invafion, 
were difmembered by the Greeks and Latins. 
Lefs potent than Alexander, they were prelfed,' 
like the Macedonian, both in Europe and 
Afia, by the Ihepherds of Scythia ; and had 
the Tartars undertaken the fiege, Conftanti- 
nople muft have yielded to the fate of Pekin, 
Samarcand, and Bagdad. The glorious and 
voluntary retreat of Batou from the Danube 
was infulted by the vain triumph of the Franks 

and 
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and Greeks 34 ; and in a fecond expedition death 
furprifed him in full march to attack the capital 
of the Caefars. His brother Borga carried the 
Tartar arms into Bulgaria and Thrace ; but he 
was diverted from the Byzantine war by a vifit 
to Novogorod, in the fifty-feventh degree of lati- 
tude, where he numbered the inhabitants and 
regulated the tributes of Ruflia. The Mogul 
khan formed an alliance with the Mamalukes 
againfl his brethren of Perfia: three hundred 

thoufand horfe penetrated through the gates of 
Derbend ; and the Greeks might rejoice in the 
firfl example of domeftic war. After the reco- 
very of Conftantinople, Michael Pataologus ”, 
at a diftance from his court and army, was fur-* 
prifed and furrounded in a Thracian caftle by 
twenty thoufand Tartars. But the objeft of their 
march was a private interefl : they came to the 
deliverance of Azzadin, the Turkifh fultan ; and 
were content with his perfon and the treafure of 
the emperor. Their general Noga, whofe name 
is perpetuated in the hords of Altracan, raifed a 
formidable rebellion againfl Mengo Timour, the 
third of the khans of Kipzak ; obtained in mar- 
riage Maria the natural daughter of Palaeologus ; 
and guarded the dominions of his friend and 

34 Some repulfe of the Moguls in Hungary (Matthew Paris, 
p. 54 $, 546.) might propagate and colour the report of the 
union and viAory of the kings of the Franks on the confines of 
Bulgaria. Abulpharagius (Dynaft. p. 310.), after forty years, 
beyond the Tigris, might be eafily deceived. 

J5 See Pachymer, 1. iii. c. *5. and 1. ix. c. 16, 47. : and the 
falfe alarm at Nice, 1. iii. c. 27. Nicephorus Gregoras, 1. iv. 
e. $. 
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father. The fubfequent invafions of a Scythiart 
cart; were thofe of outlaws and fugitives ; and 
fomc thoufands of Alani and Comans, who had 
been driven from' their native feats, were re- 
claimed from a vagrant life, and enlifted in the 
fervice of the empire. Such was the influence 
in Europe of the invafion of the Moguls. The 
firrt: terror of their arms fecured, rather than dis- 
turbed, the peace of the Roman Afia. The ful- 
tan of Iconium, folicited a perfonal interview with 
John Vataces ; and his artful policy encouraged 
the Turks to defend their barrier againfl the com- 
mon enemy 36 . That barrier indeed was foon 
overthrown ; and the fervitudc and ruin of the 
'Seljukians expofed the nakednefs of the Greeks. 
The formidable Holagou threatened to march to 
Conftantinople at the head of four hundred thou- 
fand men ; and the groundlefs panic of the citi- 
zens of Nice will prefent an image of the terror 
which he had infpired. The accident of a pro* 
ceflion, and the found of a doleful litany, “ From 
“ the fury of the Tartars, good Lord deliver 
“ us,” had fcattered the hafty report of an af- 
fault and mafiacre. In the blind credulity of fear, 
the Ilreets of Nice were crowded with thoufands 
of both fexes, who knew not from what or to 
whom they fled ; and fome hours elapfed before 
the firmnefs of the military officers could relieve 
the city from this imaginary foe. But the am- 
bition of Holagou and his fucceffors was fortu- 
nately diverted by the conqucfl of Bagdad, and a 


3 6 G. Acropolita, p. 36, 37. Nic. Gregor.n*, 1 . ii. c. 6. , 1 . iv. 

c. 5. 
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long vlciflitude of Syrian wars : their hoftility chap. 
to the Moflems inclined them to unite with the . I,X1V ~ . 
Greeks and Franks 37 ; and their generality or 
contempt had offered the kingdom of Anatolia 
as the reward of an Armenian vaffal. The frag- 
ments of the Seljukian monarchy were difputed 
by the emirs who had occupied the cities or 
the mountains ; but they all confeffed the fupre- 
macy of the khans of Perlia ; and he often inter- 
pofed his authority, and fometimes his arms, to 
check their depredations, and to preferve the 
peace and balance of his T urkilh frontier. The Decline of 
' death of Cazan 3S , one of the greateft and mod ^ j^ s 
accomplilhed princes of the houfe of Zingis, re- °^ P p lia * 
moved this falutary control ; and the decline of 1304, 
the Moguls gave a free fcope to the rife and pro- M iy 3I ' 
grefs of the Ottoman empire 3s> . 

After the retreat of Zingis, the fultan Gela- Origin of 
leddin of Carizme had returned from India to 
the poffedion and defence of his Perfian king- 
doms. In the fpace of eleven years, that hero 


the Otto- 
mans, 

A. D. 
1140, 8c c . 


37 Abulpharagius, who wrote in the year 1284, declares, that 
the Moguls, fince the fabulous defeat of B-itou, had not attacked 
either the Franks or Greeks ; and of this he is a comment 
witnefs. Hayton, likewife, the Armeniac prince, celebrate* 
their fricndlhip for himfelf and his nation. 

3 s Pachymer gives a fplendid charadter of Cazan Khan, the 
rival of Cyrus and Alexander ( 1 . xii. c. 1.). In the conclufion of 
his hiflory (1. xiii. c. 36.), he bopss much from the arrival of 
30,000 Tochars or Tartars, who were ordered by the fucceflbr 
of Cazan to reftrain the Turks of Bithynia, A. D. 1308. 

39 The origin of the Ottoman dynatty is illuftrated by the cri- 
tical learning of M. M. de Guignes (Hilt. des»Huns, tom. iv. 
p. 329 — 337-) and d’Anville (Empire Turc, p.,14 — 22.), two 
inhabitants of Paris, from whom the Orientals may learn the 
hiftory and geography of their own country. 
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fought in perfon fourteen battles ; and fuch was 
his a&ivity, that he led his cavalry in feventeen 
days from Teflis to Kerman, a march of a thou- 
fand miles. Yet he was opprefled by the jealoufy 
of the Modem princes, and the innumerable armies 
of the Moguls; and after his laft defeat, Gela- 
ieddin perilhed ignobly in the mountains of Cur- 
diftan. His death diflolved a veteran and adven- 
turous army, w'hich included under the name of 
Carizmians or Corafmins many Turkman hords, 
that had attached themfelves to the fultan’s for- 
tune. The bolder and more powerful chiefs 
invaded Syria, and violated the holy fepulchre of 
Jerufalem : the more humble engaged in the fer- 
vice of Aladin, fultan of Iconium ; and among 
thefe w r ere the obfcure fathers of the Ottoman 
line. They had formerly pitched their tents near 
the fouthern banks of the Oxus, in the plains of 
Mahan and Nefa ; and it is fomewhat remarkable, 
that the fame fpot Ihould have produced the firft 
authors of the Parthian and Turkifh empires. At 
the head, or in the rear, of a Carizmian army, 
Soliman Shah was drowned in the paflage of the 
Euphrates : his fon Orthogrul became the foldier 
and fubjeCt of Aladin, and eftablilhed at Surgut, 
on the banks of the Sangar, a camp of four hun- 
dred families or tents, whom he governed fifty- 
two years both in peace and war. He was the 
father of Thaman, or Athman, whofe Turkifh 
name has been melted into the appellation of the 
caliph Othman ; and if we defcribe that paftoral 
chief as a fhcpherd and a robber, we mult fepa- 
rate from thofe characters all idea of ignominy 

5 and 
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and bafcnefs. Othman poffeffed, and perhaps chap. 
furpaffed, the ordinary virtues of a foldier ; and ^ LX1V - t 
the circumftances of time and place were propi- 
tious to his independence and fuccefs. The Sel- 
jukian dynafty was no more; and the diftance 
attd decline of the Mogul khans foon enfranchifed 
him from the control of a fuperior. Ke was 
fituate on the verge of the Greek empire : the 
Koran fan&ified his gazi, or holy war, againft the 
infidels ; and their political errors unlocked the 
paffes of mount Olympus, and invited him to 
defcend into the plains of Bithynia. Till the 
reign of Palteologus, thefe paffes had been vigi- 
lantly guarded by the militia of the country, who 
were repaid by their own fafety and an exemption 
from taxes. The emperor abolifhed their privi- 
lege and affumcd their office ; but the tribute 
was rigoroufly collected, the cuftody of the paffes 
was neglected, and the hardy mountaineers dege- 
nerated into a trembling crowd of peafants with- 
out fpirit or difcipline. It was on the twenty- 
feventh of July, in the year twelve hundred and 
ninety-nine of the Chriftian mra, that Othman 
firft invaded the territory of Nicomedia 40 ; and 
the fingular accuracy of the date feems to difclofe 
fome forefight of the rapid and deftru&ive growth 
of the monfter. The annals of the twenty-feven 
years of his reign would exhibit a repetition of 
the fame inroads ; and his hereditary troops were 

4 ° Sec Pachymer, 1 .x. c. *5, 26. 1 . xiii. c. 33, 34. 36.; and 
concerning the guard of the mountains, 1 . i. c. 3 — 6. : Nicepho- 
ros Gregoras, 1 . vii. c. 1. and the i n book of Laonicus Chaleo- 
condyles, the Athenian. 
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Reign of 
Orchan, 


chap, multiplied in each campaign by the acceflion of 
LXIV * captives and volunteers. Inftead of retreating to 
the hills, he maintained the moll ufeful and de- 
fenfible polls ; fortified the towns and ealtles 
which he had firll pillaged ; and renounced the 
palloral life for the baths and palaces of his infant 
capitals. But it was not till Othman was op- 
preffed by age and infirmities, that he received 
the welcome news of the conquell of Prufa, which 
had been furrendered by famine or treachery to 
the arms of his fon Orchan. The glory of Oth- 
man is chiefly founded on that of his defcen- 
dants ; but the Turks have tranfcribed or com- 
pofed a royal teftament of his laft counfels of 
juftice and moderation 

From the conquell of Prufa, we may date the 
true aera of the Ottoman empire. The lives and 

*> I am ignorant whether the Turks have any writers older 
than Mahomet II. nor can I reach beyond a meagre chronicle 
(Annales Turcici ad Annum 1550), tranflated by John Gaudier, 
and publifhed by Leunclavius (ad calcem Laonic. Chalcond. p. 
•511—350.), with copious pandedts, or commentaries. The 
Hiftoryof the Growth and Decay (A. D. 1300— 1683) of the 
Othman empire, was tranflated into Engliih from the Latin MS. 
of Demetrius Cantemir, prince of Moldavia (London, 1734, in 
folio). The author is guilty of ftrange blunders in Oriental Hif- 
tory i but he was converfant with the language, the annals, and 
inftitutions of the Turks. Cantemir partly draws his material* 
from the Synopfis of Saadi Effendi of Larifla, dedicated in the 
year 1696 to fultan Muftapha, and a valuaole abridgment of the 
original hiftorians. In one of the Ramblers, Dr. Johnfon praifea 
Kuolles (a General Hiftory of the Turks to the prefent year, 
London, 1 1603) as the firft of hiftorians, unhappy only in the 
choice of his fiibjedt, Yet I much doubt whether a partial and 
verbofe compilation from Latin writers, thirteen hundred folio 
pages of fpeeches and battles, can either inftrudt or amufe tm en- 
lightened age, which requires from the hiftorian fome tinfture of 
pliilofophy and criticifa. - / 

. .. . . , • -poffeflioas 

V: -‘ C.diiuu* .it, 
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poffeffions of the Chriftian fubia&s were redeemed chap. 
by a tribute or ranfom of thirty thoufand crowns . ' , 

of gold ; and the city, by the labours of Orchan, 'A. D. 
affumed the afpeft of a Mahometan capital ; Prufa \lll. 
was decorated with a mofch, a college, and an 
hofpital, of royal foundation $ the Seljukian coin 
was changed for the name and impreffion of the 
new dynafty : and the moft fkilful profeffors, of 
human and divine knowledge, attraded the Per- 
fian and Arabian ftudents from the ancient fchools 


of Oriental learning. The office of vizir was 
inftituted for Aladin, the brother of Orchan ; 
and a different habit diftinguifhed the citizens 
from the peafants, the Moflems from the infidels. 
All the troops of Othman had confifted of loofe 
fquadrons of Turkman cavalry ; who ferved 
without pay and fought without difcipline : but 
a regular body of infantry was firft eftablilhed and 
trained by the prudence of his fon. A great 
number of volunteers was enrolled with a fmall 


Itipend, but with the permiffion of living at home, 
unlefs they were fummoned to the field : their 
rude manners, and feditious temper, difpofed Or- 
chan to educate his young captives as his foldiers 
imd thofe of the prophet ; but the Turkifh pea- 
fants w'ere ftill allowed to mount on horfeback, 
and follow his ftandard, with the appellation 


and the hopes of freebooters. By thefe arts 
he formed an army of twenty-five thoufand Mof- 


lems r a train of battering engines was framed 
for the ufe of fieges ; and the firft fuccefsful ex- 
periment was made op the cities of Nice and 
Nicomedia. Orchan granted a fafe conduct to Bithgiia. 
who were defirous of departing with their 
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CHAP, families and effe&s ; but the widows of the flain 

JL-XIV ^ ^ * 

. " ' were given in marriage to the conquerors ; and 
the facrilegious plunder, the books, the vafes, 
and the images, were fold or ranfomed at Con- 
ftantinople. The emperor Andronicus the younger 
was vanquilhed and wounded by the fon of Oth- 
man 41 : he fubdued die whole province or king- 
dom of Bithynia, as far as the lliores of the Bof- 
phorus and Hellefpont ; and the Chriflians con- 
felfed the juftice and clemency of a reign, which 
claimed the voluntary attachment of the Turks 
of Afia. Yet Orchan was content with the mo- 
deft title of emir ; and in the lift of his com- 
Divifion peers, the princes of Roum or Anatolia 43 , his 
tolia a- military forces were furpaffed by the emirs of 
Turkifh C Ghermian and Caramania, each of whom. could 
emirs, bring into the field an army of forty thoufand 
ifo'of'&c, men. Their dominions were fituate in the heart 
of the Seljukian kingdom : but the holy warriors, 
though of inferior note, who formed new princi- 
palities on the Greek empire, are more confpi- 
cuous in the light of hiftory. The maritime 
country from the Propontis to the Mseander and 
the ifle of Rhodes, fo long threatened and fo 
often pillaged, was finally loft about the thirtieth 

• * 

4* Cantacuzene, though he relates the battle and heroic flight 
of the younger Andronicus (1. ii. c. 6,7,8.), diflembles by his 
filence the lofs of Prufa, Nice, and Nicomedia, which are fairly 
confefled by Nicephorus Gregoras (1. viii. 15. ix. 9. 13. xi. 6.). It 
appears that Nice was taken by Orchan in 1330, and Nicomedia 
in 1339, which arefomewhat different from the Turkifh dates. 

41 The partition of the Turkifh emirs is extra fted from two 
contemporaries, the Greek Nicephorus Gregoras (1. vii. x.) and 
the Arabian Marakcfchi (de Guignes, tom. ii. P. ii. p. 76, 77.). 
Sec iikewife the firft book of Laonicus Chalcondyles. 

: , year 
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year of Andronicus the elder 44 . Two Turkifh 
chieftains, Sarukhan and Aidin, left their names 
to their conquefts, and their conquefls to their 
pofterity. The captivity or ruin of the /even 
churches of Alia was confummated ; and the bar- 
barous lords of Ionia and Lydia flill trample on 
the monuments of claffic and Chriftian antiquity. 
In the lofs of Ephefus, the Chriftians deplored the 
fall of the firft angel, the extinftion of the firft 
candleftick, of the revelations 45 : the defolation 
is complete ; and the temple of Diana, or the 
church of Mary, will equally elude the fearch of 
the curious traveller. The circus and three (lately 
theatres of Laodicea are now peopled with wolves 
and foxes ; Sardes is reduced to a miferable vil- 
lage; the God of Mahomet, without a rival or 
a fon, is invoked in the mofehs of Thyatira and 
Pergamus ; and the populoufnefs of Smyrtia is 
fupported by the foreign trade of the Franks and 
Armenians. Philadelphia alone has been faved 
by prophecy, or courage. At a diftance from the 
fea, forgotten by the emperors, encompaffed on 
all Tides by the Turks, her valiant citizens de- 
fended their religion and freedom above four- 
fcore years ; and at length capitulated with the 
proudeft of the Ottomans. Among the Greek 

4 + Pachymcr, 1 . xiii. c. 13. 

45 See the Travels of Wheeler and Spon, of Pococke and 
Chandler, and more particularly Smith’s Survey of the Seven 
Churches of Alia, p. 205 — 176. The more pious antiquaries la- 
bour to reconcile the promifes and threats of the author of the 
Revelations with the prrfcnt Hate of the feven cities. Perhaps it 
would be more prudent to confine his predictions to the charac- 
ters and events of his own times. - „ 

' * ■ '*■ • - » . . - v -1 „ _ __ ... 
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colonies and churches of Afia, Philadelphia is 
ftill ered ; a column in a fcene of ruins ; a pleaf- 
ing example, that the paths of honour and l'afety 
may fometimes be the fame. The fervitude of 
Rhodes was delayed above two centuries by the 
eftablifliment of the knights of St. John of Jeru- 
falem 46 : under the difcipline of the order, that 
ifland emerged into fame and opulence ; the noble 
and warlike monks were renowned by land and 
fea ; and the bulwark of Chriltendom provoked, 
and repelled, the arms of the Turks and Sara- 
cens. 

The Greeks, by their intefline divifions, were 
the authors of their final ruin. During the civil 
wars of the elder and younger A'ndronicus, the 
fon of Othman atchieved, almoft without refin- 
ance, the conqueft of Bithynia; and the fame 
diforders encouraged the Turkilh emirs of Lydia 
and Ionia to build a fleet, and to pillage the ad- 
jacent iflands and the fea-coaft of Europe. In 
the defence of his life and honour, Cantacuzene 
was tempted to prevent, or imitate, his adverfa- 
ries ; by calling to his aid the public enemies of 
his religion and country. Amir, the fon of Ai- 
din, concealed under a Turkilh garb the huma- 
nity and politenefs of a Greek ; he was united 
with the great domellic by mutual efteem and 
reciprocal fervices ; and their friendlhip h com- 
pared, in the vain rhetoric of the times, to the 

4 « Confult the i» ,h book of the Hiftoire de l'Ordre de Malthe, 
par l’Abb£ de Vertot. That pleating writer betrays his igno- 
rance, in fuppofing that Othman, a freebooter of the Bithynian 
hills, could befiege Rhodes by fea and land. ..... 

perfect 
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perfect union of Oreftes and Pylades 47 . On the 
report of the danger of his friend, who was per- 
fected by an ungrateful court, the prince of 
lopia aflembled at Smyrna a fleet of three hun- 
dred veflels, with an army of twenty-nine thoufand 
men ; failed in the depth of winter, and call an- 
chor at the mouth of the Hebrus. From thence, 
with a chofen band of two thoufand Turks, he 
marched along the banks of the river, and refcued 
the emprefs, who was befleged in Demotica by 
the wild Bulgarians. At that difaftrous moment, 
the life or death of his beloved Cantacuzene was 
concealed by his flight into Servia : but the grate- 
ful Irene, impatient to behold her deliverer* 
invited him to enter the city, and accompanied 
her meffage with a prefent of rich apparel, and an 
hundred horfes. By a peculiar ftrain of delicacy, 
the gentle Barbarian refufed, in the abfence of an 
unfortunate friend, to vifit his wife, or to tafle 
the luxuries of the palace ; fuftained in his tent 
the rigour of the winter ; and rejected the hofpi- 
table gift, that he might fhare the hardfhips of 
two thoufand companions, all as deferving as 
himfelf of that honour and diflindion. Neceflity 
and revenge might juftify his praedatory excur- 
fions by fea and land : he left nine thoufand five 
hundred men for the guard of his fleet ; and 


CHAP. 

LXIV. 


♦7 Nicephorus Gregoras has expatiated with pleafure on this 
amiable chara&er ( 1 . xii. 7. xiii. 4. ro. xiv. 1. 9. xvi. 6<)- Canta- 
cnzene fpeaks with honour and elteem of his ally (1. >«i- c. 56, 57. 
63, 64. 66, 67, 68. 86. 89. 95, 96.) 5 but he feems ignorant of his 
own fentimental paflion for the Turk, and indireftly denies the 
poflibility of fuch unnatural friendihip <1. iv. c. 40.). 
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chap, perfevercd in the fruitlefs fearch of C.antacuzene, 

. ^ till his embarkation was haftened by a fiftitious 

letter, the feverity of the feafon, the clamours of 
his independent troops, and the weight of his 
fpoil and captives. In the profecution of the civil 
war, the prince of Ionia twice returned to Eu- 
rope ; joined his arms with thofe of the emperor ; -4 

befieged Thenalonica, and threatened Conftanti- 
nople. Calumny might affix fome reproach on 
his imperfect aid, his hafly departure, and a bribe 
of ten thoufand crowns, which he accepted from 
the Byzantine court ; but his friend was fatisfied ; 
and th,e condud cf Amir is excufed by the more 
facred duty of defending again!! the Latins his. 
hereditary dominions. The maritime power of 
the Turks had united the pope, the king of Cy- 
prus, the republic of Venice, and the order of 
St. John, in a laudable crufade ; their gallies in- 
vaded the coaft of Ionia ; and Amir was flain 
with an arrow, in the attempt to wreft from the 
Rhodian knights the citadel of Smyrna 4 *. Be- 
fore his death, he generouily recommended an- 
other ally pf his own nation ; not more fincere or 
zealous than himfelf, but more able to afford a 
prompt and powerful fuccour, by his fituation 
along the Propontis and in the front of Conftant- 
Marriage tinople. By the profped of a more advantageous 
chan with treaty, the Turkilh prince of Bithynia was de- 
pHncefs tachpd from his engagements w ith Anne of Sa- 

1 

After the conqueft of Smyrna by the Latins, the defence of 
this foitrefs was impofed by pope Gregory XI. on the knights of 
Rhodes (fee Vertot, 1. v.). 

’ » ■ . 
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voy : and the pride of Orchan di&ated the moft CHAP, 
folemn proteftations, that if he could obtain the , ' ' . 

daughter of Cantacuzene, he would invariably A. ». 
fulfil the duties of a fubjett and a fon. Parental * 346 ‘ 
tendernefs was filenced by the voice of ambition ; 
the Greek clergy connived at the marriage of a 
Chriltian princefs with a feftary of Mahomet ; 
and the father of Theodora defcribes, with fhame- 
ful fatisfa&ion, the difhonour of the purple 49 . A 
body of Turkifh cavalry attended the ambalfadors, 
who difembarked from thirty veffels before his 
camp of Selybria. A (lately paviliion w r as erected, 
in which the emprefs Irene paffed the night with 
her daughters. In the morning, Theodora af- 
cended a throne, which w r as furrounded with 
curtains of fdk and gold ; the troops w r ere 
under arms ; but the emperor alone was on 
horfeback. At a fignal the curtains were fuddenly 
withdrawn, to dii’clofe the bride, or the viftim, 
encircled by kneeling eunuchs and hymenrcal 
torches : the found of flutes and trumpets pro- 
claimed the joyful event ; and her pretended 
happinefs was the theme of the nuptial fong, 
which was chaunted by fuch poets as the age 
could produce. Without the rites of the church, 

Theodora was delivered to her barbarous lord : 
but it had been ftipulated, that fhe fhould pre- 
ferve her religion in the haratn of Burfa; and 

4 9 See Cantacuzenus, 1 . iii. c. 95. Nicephorus Gregorys, who, 
for the light of mount Th.'ibor, brands the emperor with the 
names of tyrant and Herod, excufes, rather than blames, this 
Turkilh marriage, and alleges the paflion.nnd power of Orchan, 

tyyur»n<, nut ij htafxH tsj «ir' eirn r.fa riipj-ixef f Turkljh J »«. 

(an lavpaTro; (I. xv, 5.). lie afterwards celebrates his kingdom and 
pmies, See his reign in Caniemir, p. 24—30. 

her 
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chap, her father celebrates her charity and devotion in. 
LX1V. • . . 

w this ambiguous fituation. After his peaceful 

eftablilhment on the throne of Conftantinople, 
the Greek emperor vifited his Turkilh ally, who 
with four fons, by various wives, expe&ed him 
at Scutari, on the Afiatic Ihore. The two princes 
partook, with feeming cordiality, of the pleafures 
of the banquet and the chace ; and Theodora 
was permitted to repafs the Bofphorus, and to 
enjoy fome days in the fociety of her mother. 
But the friendfhip of Orchan was fubfervient to * 
his religion and intereft ; and in the Genoefe war 
he joined without a blulh the enemies of Canta- 
euzene. 

IfiabRfh- In the treaty with the emprefs Anne, the Ot- 
thc Otto- toman prince had inferted a Angular condition, 
Europe ** lawful for him to fell his pri- 

a. D. foners at Conftantinople, or tranfport them into 

Afia. A naked crowd of Chriftians of both 
fexes and every age, of priefts and monks, of ma- 
■ trons and virgins, was expofed in the public 
market ; the whip was frequently ufed to quicken 
the charity of redemption ; and the indigent 
Greeks deplored the fate of their brethren, who 
were led away to the worft evils of temporal and 
fpiritual bondage 50 . Cantacuzene was reduced 
to fubfcribe the fame terms ; and their execution 
rnuft have been ftill more pernicious to the em- 
pire: a body of ten thoufand Turks had been 
detached to the afliftance of the emprefs Anne ; 

50 The moft lively and concife pidure of this captivity, may be 
found in the hi (lory of Ducas (c. 8.), who fairly deferibes what 
Cantacuzene confdTes with a guilty blulh ! 

but 
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but the entire forces of Orchan were exerted in chap. 
the fervice of his father. Yet thefe calamities . ' . 

were of a tranfient nature ; as foon as the florin 
had palled away, the fugitives might return to 
their habitations ; and at the conclufion of the 
civil and foreign wars, Europe was completely 
evacuated by the Modems of Afia. It was in his 
laft quarrel with his pupil that Cantacuzene in- 
flicted the deep and deadly wound, which could 
never be healed by his fucceffors, and which is 
poorly expiated by his theological dialogues againft 
the prophet Mahomet. Ignorant of their own 
hiltory, the modern Turks confound their firll 
and their final pafiage of the Hellefpont ”, and 
deferibe the fon of Orchan as a nocturnal robber, 
who, with eighty companions, explores by ftrata- 
gem an hoflile and unknown fliore. Soliman, at 
the head of ten thoufand horfe, was tranfported 
in the veffels, and entertained as the friend, of 
the Greek emperor. In the civil wars of Ro- 
mania, he performed fome fervice, and perpe- 
trated more ffiifchief ; but the Cherfonefus was 
infenfibly filled with a Turkifh colony \ and the 
Byzantine court folicited in vain the reftitution of 
the fortrefies of Thrace. After fome artful de- 
lays between the Ottoman prince and his fon, 
their ranfom was valued at fixty thoufand crowns, 
and the firll payment had been made, when an 

?' In this pafTage, and the firll conquefts in Europe, Cantemir 
(p. S7, &c.) gives a 'miferable idea of his Turkilh guides : nor 
am I much better fatisfied with Chalcondyles (I. i. p. ra, &c.). 

They forget to confult the molt authentic record, the iv th book 
of Cantacuzene. Llikewife regret the laft books, which are ftill 
paanufeript, of Nicephorus Gregoras, 

earth- 
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CIIAP. earthquake fliook the walls and cities of the pro- 
1 " ' . vinces ; the di (mantled places were occupied by 

the Turks ; and Gallipoli, the key of the Hellef- 
pont, was rebuilt and repeopled by the policy of 
Soliman. The abdication of Cantacuzene dif- 
lolved the feeble bands of * domeflic alliance; and 
his lalt advice admonifhed his countrymen to 
decline a rafli conteft, and to compare their own 
weaknefs with the numbers and valour, the dif- 
cipline and enthufiafm, of the Modems. His pru- 
dent counfels were defpifed by the headltrong 
vanitv of youth, and foon juliified by the vitto- 
Death of 0 f the Ottomans. But as he praclifed in 
an d his the field the exercife of the jerid , Soliman was 
roan So11 * killed hy a fall from his horfe ; and the aged 
Orchan wept and expired on the tomb of his 
valiant fon. 

The reign But the Greeks had not time to rejoice in the 
ropean** death of their enemies ; and the Turkilh fcyme- 
cnnquefts tar was wielded with the fame fpirit by Amurath 
rath I. the firft, the fon of Orchan and the brother of 
Soliman. By the pale and fainting light of the 
i3*9> Byzantine annals s % we can di/cern, that he fub- 
dued without refiftance the whole province of 
Romania or Thrace, from the Hellefpont to 
mount Haemus, and the verge of the capital ; and 
that Adrianople w r as chofen for the royal feat of 
his government and religion in Europe. Con- 
ftantinople, whofe decline is alutofl coeval with 

• • t • . „ , , 

51 After the conclufion of Cantacuzene and Gregoras, there 
follows a dark interval of an hundred years. George Phrnnza, 
Michael Dticas, and Laonicns Chakondylcs, all three wrote 
after the taking of Conftantinople. 

her 
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her foundation, had often, in the lapfe of a tftou- 
fand years, been affaulted by the Barbarians of 
the Eaft and Weft ; but never till this fatal hour 
had the Greeks been furrounded, both in Afia 
and Europe, by the arms of the fame hoftile 
monarchy. Yet the prudence or generality of 
Amurath poftponed for a while this eafy con- 
queft ; and his pride was fatisfied with the fre- 
quent and humble attendance of the emperor 
John Palseologus and his four fons, who followed 
at his fummons the court and camp of the Otto- 
man prince. He marched againft the Sclavonian 
nations between the Danube and the Adriatic', 
the Bulgarians, Servians, Bofnians, and Alba- 
nians ; and thefe warlike tribes, who had fo often 
infulted the majefty of the empire, were repeat- 
edly broken by his deftruftive inroads. Their 
countries did not abound cither in gold or filver ; 
nor were their ruftic hamlets and townfhips en- 
riched by commerce or decorated by the arts of 
luxurv. But the natives of the foil have been 

J 

diftinguilhed in every age by their hardinefs of 
mind and body ; and they were converted by a 
prudent inftitution into the firmed: and molt 
faithful fupporters of the Ottoman greatnefs iS . 
The vizir of Amurath reminded his fovereign 
that, according to the Mahometan law, he was 
entitled to a fifth part of the fpoil and captives ; 
and that the duty might eafily be levied, if vigi- 
lant officers were ftationed at Gallipoli, to watch 

. 5 ! Sec Cnntemir, p. 37—41. with his own Lirje and curiou* 
annotations. 
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the paflage, and to feleft for his ufe the (touted 
and mod beautiful of the Chriftian youth. The 
advice was followed ; the edi£t was proclaimed ; 
many thoufands of the European captives were 
educated in religion and arms ; and the new 
militia was confecrated and named by a celebrated 
dervifh. Standing in the front of their ranks, 
he (Iretched the (leeve of his gown over the head 
of the foremoft foldier, and his blefling was de- 
livered in thefe words : “ Let them be called 
“ janizaries ( Tengi cheri, or new foldiers) ; may 
<c their countenance be ever bright ! their hand 
“ victorious ! their fword keen ! may their fpear 
“ always hang over the heads of their enemies ! 
“ and wherefoever they go, may they return with 
“ a -white face 54 /” Such was the origin of thefe 
haughty troops, the terror of the nations, and 
fometimes of the fultans themfelves. Their va- 
lour has declined, their difcipline is relaxed, and' 
their tumultuary array is incapable of contend- 
ing with the order and weapons of modern tac^ 
tics ; but at the time of their inftitution, they 
poffefled a decifive fuperiority in war ; fince a' 
regular body of infantry, in conftant exercife and 
pay, was not maintained by an^of thg princes of 
Chriftendom. The Janizaries fought with the 
zeal of profelytes againft their idolatrous country^ 
men ; and in the battle of Coffova, the leagtte 
and independence of the Sclavonian tribes was 
finally crufhed. As the conqueror walked over 

5+ H r b!it and Mark face are common and proverbial exprelHons 
of praile and reproach in the Tnrkifh language. ' Hie niger eft, 
hnnc tu Roinane caveto, was lfkewife a Latin fentence. 1 

the 
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the field, he obferved that the greated part of the 
flain confided of beardlefs youths ; and liftened 
to the flattering reply of his vizir, that age and 
wifdom would have taught them not to oppofe 
his irrefiflible arms. But the fword of his Jani- 
zaries could not defend him from the dagger of 
defpair ; a Servian foldier darted from the crowd 
of dead bodies, and Amurath was pierced in the 
belly with a mortal wound. The grandfon of 
Othman was mild in his temper, moded in his 
apparel, and a lover of learning and virtue *, but 
the Mollems were fcandalifed at his abfence from 
public worfhip ; and he was corrected by the 
firmnefs of the mufti. Who dared to reject his 
tedimony in a civil caufe : a mixture of fervi- 

tude and freedom not unfrequent in Oriental hif- 
tory 55 . 

The chara&er of Bajazet, the fon and fucceflor 
of Amurath, is drongly exprefled in his furname 
of llderim , or the lightning ; and he might glory 
in an epithet, which was drawn from the fiery 
energy of his foul and the rapidity of his dedruc- 
tive march. In the fourteen years of his reign J *, 
L.- he 
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A' * b 

55 See the life and death of Morad, or Amurath I. in Cante- 
riiir (p. 33 — 45.), the i s < book, of Chalcondyles, and the Annates 
Tnrcici of Leunclavius. According to another ftory, the fultan 
was dabbed by a Croat in his tent : and this accident was al- 
leged to Bufbequius (Epift. i. p. 98.) as an excufe for the un- 
worthy precantion of pinioning, as it were, between two attend- 
ants, an ambaflador’s arms, when he is introduced to the royal 
prefence. 

56 The reign of Bajazet I. or llderim Bayazid, is contained in 

Cantemir (p. 46-), the ii<i book of Chalcondyles, and the An- 
pales Turcici. The furname of llderim, or lightning, is an 
. example. 
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Fie mcefiantly moved, nt the head of his nrtmV% 
from Bouifa to Adrianoplc, from the Danube to 
the Euphrates ; and, though he ftrcnttoufly hf- 
boured for the propagation of the law, he in- 
vaded, with impartial ambition, the’ Gfinffian 
and Mahometan princes of Europe and Afra. 
From Angora to Atnafia and Erzeroum, the 
northern regions of Anatolia were reduced to his 
obedience: he dripped of their hereditary pod 
feffions, his brother emirs of Ghermian and Ca- 
ramania, of Aidin and Saruhhan ; and after the 
conqueft of Iconium, the ancient kingdom of 
the Seljukians again revived in the Ottoman ■dY- 
hafty. Nor were the conquefls ’of Bajadet UV 
rapid or important in Europe. No fooherhad Re 
impofed a regular form of fervitude bn" the Ser- 
vians and Bulgarians, than he paffed the -Dart libW 
to feek new enemies and new fubjecls in- the heart 
of Moldavia 57 . Whatever yet adhered to dlte : 
Greek empire in Thrace, Macedonia', and Theft 
faly, acknowdedged a Turkifh matter: an obfeW 
quious bifliop led him through the gates of Ther- 
mopylae into Greece ; and we may bbferve, 'ns* a- 
fingular fatt, that the widow of a SpanilH chief,' 
who pofleffed the ancient feat of the oracle of 
Delphi, defqrved his favour by the facrifice of ,a 
beauteous daughter. The Turkifh communication 


example, that the conquerors and poets of everyage have/?/?’ 
the truth of a fyftem which derives the fublimtVtrom the priir 1 ! 
ciple of terror. ; •* ' ■ 

S7 C.inteniir, who celebrates the victories of the great 'Stepheli 
over the l,u: ks (p. 47.), had compofed the ancient and nioddni' 
Jt.ite of his principality of Moldavia, which has been loYig pro-' 
irui’eJ , and is ftill unpubliftied. • 
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between Europe and Afia had been dangerous cha p. 
and doubtful, till he Rationed at Gallipoli a fleet . ' ' V ' , 
of gallies, to command the Hellefpont and inter- 
cept the Latin fuceours of Conftantinople. While 
the monarch indulged his pallions in a boundlefs 
range of injuftice and cruelty, he impofed on his 
foldiers the moft rigid laws of modefty and abfli- 
nence ; and the harveft was peaceably reaped and 
fold within the precin&s of his camp. Provoked 
by the loofe and corrupt adminiftration of jullice, 
he colle&ed in a houfe the judges and lawyers of 
his dominions, who expe&ed that in a few mo- 
ments the fire would be kindled to reduce them 
to allies. His minifters trembled in filence : but 
an Ethiopian buffoon prefumed to infinuate the 
true caufe of the evil j and future venality was 
left without excufe, by annexing an adequate fa- 
lary to the office of cadhi 5 *. The humble title 
of emir was no longer fuitable to the Ottoman 
greatnefs ; and Bajazet condefcended to accept a 
patent of fultan from the caliphs who ferved in 
Egypt under the yoke of the Mamalukes 59 ; a 
laft and frivolous homage that was yielded by 
force to opinion ; by the Turkifh conquerors to 
the houfe of Abbas and the fucceflors of the Ara- 

J* Leunclav. Annnl. Turcici, p. 3 x 8 , 319 . The venality of 
the cadhi s has long been an object of fcandal and fatire ; and if 
we diftruft the obfervations of our travellers, we may confult the 
feeling of the Turks themfelves (d’Herbelot, Bibliot. Orientals, 
p. ij 6 , *if. 319, 130.). 

so The fa <51, which is attefted by the Arabic hiftory of Ben,' 

Schounah, a contemporary Syrian (de Guignes, Hill, des Mims, 
tom. iv. p. 334.), deftroys the teitiinony of Said Eflfendi and 
Cantemir (p. 14, 15., , of the election of Othman to the dignity 
«f fultan. 1 

Von. XI, G g bian 
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C lxiv P ’ b * an P ro P llet * of the.fultan wax 

v inflamed by the obligation of defervlng this au- 

guft title ^ and he turnecj hi* arms againft the 
kingdom of Hungary, the perpetual theatre of 
the Turkilh vidories and defeats, Sigifmond, the 
Hungarian kipg, was the fon and brother of the 
emperors of the Wed : his caufe was that of Eu- 
rope and the church : and, on the report of his 
danger, the braved knights of France and Ger- 
many were eager to march under his dandard and 
Battle of ^at of the crofs. In the battle of Nicopolis, Ba, 
A. D. ’ jazet defeated a confederate army of an hundred 
Scpt. 9 28. thoufand Chridians, who had proudly bonded, 
that if the Iky fhould fall they could uphold it on 
their lances. The far greater part were flain .or 
driven into the Danube \ and Sigifmond, escaping 
to Condantinople by the river and; the Black 
Sea, returned after a long circuit to his exhauded 
kingdom 6 °. In the pride of victory Bajazet 
threatened that he would befiege Buda j that he 
would fubdue the adjacent countries of Ger- 
many and Italy ; and that he would feed his 
horfe with a bulhel of oats on the altar of St, 
Peter at Rome. His progrefs was checked', not 
by the miraculous interpofition * of the 1 * apcfftle, 
not by a crufade of the Chridiaa powers, but 
by a long and painful fit of the gout* f The 
diforders of the moral, are fopietxmes correct- 
ed by thofe of the phyfical, world 5 and ait 
acrimonious humour falling on a fin’gle fibre of 

. Wi'i'U 1 I • 9 }i ■ Rr ilorqino- 

- j 1 63 See the Decades Reruns Hungaricarum (Dec. iii. 1 . ii. p. 379.) 
of Bonfinius, an Italian, who, in the xv'h century, was in- 
vited into Hungary to compofe an eloquent hiftocy of that king- 
dom. Yet, if it be extant and acceflible, I fhould give the pre- 
ference to fome homely chronicle of the Jim* and country. 

Pgft 


1 
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one mail, niay pi'even't 1 or fufpefnd . the nllfety of 

■iahVi,! ’• >■' IT. lit -l noijji'lltO-l I'.' J j I. 


nations. 


Such is the general idea of the Hungarian war ; 
but the dilaftrous adventure of the French has 
procured us foine memorials which illuftrate -fhe 
victory and character of Bajazet 4 ‘. The duke 
of Burgundy, fovereign of Flanders, and uncle 
of, Charles the fixth, yielded to the ardour of his 
fon, John count of Nevers ; and the fearlefs 
youth was accompanied by four princes, bis con- 


fins, and thofe of the French monarch. Their 
inexperience was guided by the fire de Coucy, 
One of the belt and oldefl captains of Chriften- 
dom ®* ; but the conftable, admiral, and marfhal, 
of France 41 commanded an army which did not 
exceed the number of a thoufand knights arid 
(quires. Thefe fplendid names were the fourcc 


, I fliould not complain of the labour of this work, if my ma- 
terials were always derived from fuch books as the chronicle -of 
jionelt Froiflard (Vol. iv. c. 67. 69. 71. 74. 79—83 85.87. 89.), 
whotead little, enquired much, and believed all. The original 
Memoirs of the mire dial de Boucicault (l’artie I, c. 12 — j?.) add 
fom« facts, but they are dry and deficient, if comp.yed with the 
■pteafant garrality of Fro'flard. 

}ofr» An accurate memoir on the life of Enquerrand VII. lire $e 
Coney, has been given by the baron de Zurlauben (Hid. de.l’Aca- 
demie des lnfcriptions, tom. xxv.). His rank and pofleflions 
Wefe ecpraflyionfiderable i it France and England ; and, in rjft, 
fc«Nd an army of adventurers into Switzerland, to recover i 
Ipgc patrimony which he claimed in right of his grandmother, 
fife daughter of the emperor Albert I. of Auftria (Si inter, Voy- 
age dans la SuiiTe Occidentale, tom. i. p. 118— it*.). f. 

"fhat military office, fo refpeftable at prefent, was fi ill more 
eonfpicuous when it was divided between two perfous (Daniel, 
Hi ft. <fc da Mi lice Fran^oife, tom. ii. p. 5.). One of ttirie, the 
tnarfhal of the erufade, was the famous Boucicault, wbdnfter - 
Wards defended Conftantinople, governed Genoa, invaded the 
eoaR of Aha, and died in the field of Azincour, 




S 3 




of 


CHAP. 

LXIV. 

— y — a 

Crufade 
and cap- 
tivity of 
the French 
princes, 

A. D. 
1396— 

1598. 


10 ill ' t.'-T 

> x 

<J. A 

r 

11 .JtpC 


Digitized by Google 



4 - 5 ? 

C H tA ] 
LXiy. 


T G ^N P F A^L 

?. of y*eJbmption and the b^e of difci^lii^. $p 
many might afpire to, command, that home were 
wqjp^ng .tPtO,bey ; their national fpirit delpffed both 
their, enemies and their allies; and in the perfua- 
fion that Bajaze.tr itpxld fly, or myjl. tali, they 
began to compute how foon they, fhould vifit 
Conftantinople and delivej the holy lepulchre. 
When their fcouts announced the approach of 
the Turks, the gay and thoughtlefs youths were 
at table, already heated with wine ; they inftantly 
clafped their armour, mounted their horfes, rode 
full Ipeed to the vanguard, and referred as an 
affront the advice of Sigifinond, which would 
have deprived them of the right and honour of 
the foremoft attack. The battle of NicoJ>olis 
would not have been loft, if the French would 
have obeyed the prudence of the Hungarians ; 
but it might have been glorioully won, had thfe 
Hungarians imitated the valour of the French, 
They difperfed the firft line, confifting of tjte 
troops of Afia; forced a rampart of flakes, which 
had been planted againft the cavalry ; broke, after 
a. bloody conflict, the Janizaries tliemfelves ; and 
were at length overwhelmed by the numerous 
fquadrons that ifltied from the woods, and charged 
on all tides this handful of intrepid warriors, In 
the lfieed and fccrecy of his inarch, in the Artier 
and evolutions of the battle, his enemies, felt and 
admired the military talents of Bajazef. "They 
acoufe Ins cruelty in the ufe of victory. ‘ After 
feferving the count of Nevers, and four-ancT- 
Lwenty lords, whefe birtji and riches were attend 
by his Latin interpreters, the remainder of the 

French 
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they refufed to abjure their Faith,' were fucceffiVely 
beheaded in his prefence. The fultan was ex- 
afperated by the lofs of his braveft Janizaries^ 
and if it be true, that, on the eve of the engage- 
.ment, the French had mafiacred their Turkifh 
prifoners ° 4 , they might impute to themfelves the 
confequences of a juft retaliation. A knight, 
whofe life had been fpared, was permitted to re- 
turn to Paris, that he might relate the deplorable 
tale, and folicit the ranfom of the noble captives. 
In the mean while, the count of Nevers, with the 
princes and" barons of France, were dragged along 
In the marches of the Turkifh camp, expofed as 
a grateful trophy to the Moderns of Europe anji 
Afia, and flrifHv confined at Bourfa, as often as 
Bajazet fended in his capital. The fultan was 
prelfed each day to expiate with their blood the 
blood of his martyrs ; but he had pronounced, 
that they fhould live, and either for mercy or 
jdeftru&ion his word was irrevocable. He was 
allured of their value and importance by the 
return of the metTenger, and the gifts and inter- 
cemons of the kings of France and of Cyprus. 
Eulignan prci’ented him with a gold falt-cellar of 
.Furious workmanlhip, and of the price of ten 
t hou fan d ducats ; and Charles the fixth difpatched 
by. the way of Hungary a call of Norwegian 

hawks, and fix horfe-loads of fcarlet cloth, of 

!>•:*, -life > ■. • ■ ' , i ■ ■ > 


captives, wHb‘ had furtive d the M tighter 
lay, were' led before his throne*/ and, as 
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<+ Fot this odious fatft, the Abbe de Yertot quotes the H!^. 
Anonyme de St. Denys, V xvi. c. xo, it. (Ordre de Malthe, ton>. 
ii. p. jio.) 
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* 

c ;.a^ fiaelinenof :Rheiih&,and crfArrafc tapeftry, re- 
u. — prefenting tile battles of the great Alexander. 

After* much - delay, the effect of diftance rather 
than of art, Bajazet agreed to accept a ranfom of 
two hundred thoufand ducats for the count of 
Nevers and the lurviving princes and barons ; the 
marflial Boucicault, a famous warrior, was of the 
number of the fortunate ; but the admiral of France 
had been flain in the battle ; and the conftable, with 
the fire de Coucy,died in the prifon of Bourfa, This 
v.vj : f i heavy demand, which was doubled by incidental 
,,r . cofts, fell chiefly on the duke of Burgundy, ox 
- rather on his Flemifh fubjecis, who were bound 
, by the feudal laws to contribute for the knight-, 
hood and captivity of the eldeft fon of their lord. 
For the faithful difcharge of the debt, feme mer- 
chants of Genoa gave fecurity to the amount of 
five times the fum ; a leffon to thofe warlike times, 
that commerce and credit are the links of the 
fociety of nations. It had been flipulated in the 
treaty, that the French captives fhoyld fwear 
never to bear arms againft the perfon of their con- 
queror ; but the ungenerous reftraint was abolilhed 
by Bajazet himfelf. “ I defpife,” faid he to the 
heir of Burgundy, “ thy oaths and thy arms. 
“ Thou art young, and mayefi be ambitious of 
effacing the difgrace or misfortune of thy firft 
“ chivalry. Affemble thy powers, proclaim thy - 
“ defign, and be affured that Bajazet will . rejoice: 
“ to meet thee a fecond time in a field of battle.* 
Before their departure, they were indtdgedinthe 
freedom and hofpitality of the rhnri- ; nf 1 ^ 1 ^ , 
The French princes admired the magnificence of - 

the 
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the Ottoman, whole hunting and hawking equipage C hap. 
was compofed of feven thoufand htuntfmen and feven , ' , 

thoufand falconers 65 . In their, prefence, and at 
his command, the belly of one of his chamber- 
lains was cut open, on a complaint againft him 
for drinking the goat’s-milk of a poor woman. 

The ftrangers were aftonifhed by this a& of juftiie ; 
but it was the juftice of a fultan who difdains to 
balance the weight of evidence or to meafure the 
degrees of guilf. 

After his enfranchifement from an oppreflive The em - 
guardian, John Palaeologus remained thirty- fix John Pa- 
yeers, the helplefs, and as it fhould teem, the 1x ^°d S> 
carelefs, fpe&ator of the public ruin 66 . Love, 1355. 
or rather luft, was his only vigorous paflion ; and ‘57 
in the embraces of the wives and virgins of 
the city, the Turkifh Have forgot the diihonour 
of the emperor of the Romans. AndroniCus, his 
eldeft fon, had formed, at Adrianople, an inti- 
mate and guilty friendfhip with Sauzes, the fon 
of- Amurath ; and the two youths confpired 
againft the authority and lives of their parents. 

The prefence of Amurath in Europe foon difco- 

3l!l •*> “li 1 ... " • 

GSherefeddin Ali (Hift. de Timpur Bee. 1 . y. c. 13.) allows 
Jaiazet a round number of n.ooo officers and fervants of the 
chabe. A part of tiis fpoils was afterwards difplayed in a Tiunt- 
i 1%-onatch -of Timpiir : x. hounds with fattin houfings ; 4. leo- 
pards with collars. fet with jewels ; 3. Grecian greyhounds ; and* 

4. dogs from Europe, as ftrong as African lions (idem. 1 . vi«, 
c. ij.). feajazet wa? particularly fond of flying bis hawks at 
cranes (tShalcPndyles, 1 . Hi p. 35.). 

64 Jy/. the reigns of John Pulvrologus and his fon Manuel* from 
1354 to 1401, lee Ducas, c. 9— ij . Pbranza, 1 . i. c. 1 . 

and -tire "i n and ii' 1 boohs of Chalcondylrs, whale proper fubjeft is 
dcompdiiatfleSjpf -epifod?. - 5 j;r 

vered 
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: h|t?. Iftfipatect ' their raih cqunfels ; an d, 

, after depriving Sauzes or his light, the Ottoman 

threatened his vaflal with the treatment of an 

o; \W-. !>..•- T ',:0- j r , . >. n . r . 

accoynpliQe and an enemy, unleis he inflicted a 

fimiTar punifhment on his own fon. Palaeologus 
trembled and obeyed: and a cruel precaution 


Difcord 
of the 
Greeks. 


on 7 

Kin* 

i A, 
K»i x 


involved in the fame fentence the childhood and 
innocence of John the fon of the criminal. But 
tiie operation was fo mildly, or To unskilfully, 
performed, that the one retained the fight of an 
eye, and the other was afflifted only with the 
infirmity of fquinting. Thus excluded from the 
fuccemon, the two princes were confined in the 
tower of Anema j and the piety of Manuel, thy 
fecond fon of the reigning monarch, was rewarded 
with the gift of the Imperial crown. But at the 
end of two years, the turbulence of the Latin 3 
and the levity of the Greeks produced a revolui 
tion ; and the two emperors were buried flic 
tower from whence the two prifoners Werfe exalted 
tb the throne. Another period df two yeaf$ 
dffofded Palaeologus and Manuel the means of 
efcape: it was contrived by the magic, or fub- 
tfety, of a monk, who was alternately named the 
ingel Or the devil : they fled to Scutdn ; ' thar 
adherents armed in their caufe ; and the t\k> By- 
zantine fa&ions difplayed the ambition ahd dtil- 
mollty with which Caefar and Pompey ' had dis- 
puted the’ empire of the world. The Romani world 
was how contra&ed to a corner of Thrace, bei 
twhfen the Propontis and the Black ScA, about 
fifty miles, in length and thirty in breadth ; a fpacfc 
of ground not more extenfive than the lefler prirr- 
:: 6 cipalities 
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cipalities of Germany or Italy, if .the remains of 
Cbnftantinople h^cf nof^ill r eprefented the jvea'ltifi 
and populoufnefs of a (i lurigdqm. Tpreilore tfre 
public peace, it was found neceflary to divide this 
fragment of the empire ; and while Palaeologup 
and Manuel were left in pofleffion of the" capital^ 
almoU all that lay without the walls was ceded to 
the blind princes, who fixed their refidence at 
Rhodofto and Selybria. In the tranquil flumber 
of royalty^ the paffions of John Palreologus fur- 
vived his reafon and his ftrength ; he ..deprived 
his favourite and heir of a blooming princefs. of 
Trebizond ; and while the feeble emperor labour- 
ed to confummate his nuptials, Manu^l^ with' an 
hundred of the noblefl Greeks, was* fept ,on'a 
peremptory fummons to the Ottoman £orte. Mi 
ferved with honour in the wars of Bajazet ; but a 
plan of fortifying Conftantinople '.exulted, diis 
jealoufy: he threatened their lives.; t the _ new 

works were inftantly demolilhed ; and we mall 

fWntTT- rr."‘.v * i • iriyil U ; W 

bellow a praife,. perhaps above the „mer;t of Pa- 
jamlogus, if we impute, this lad humiliation, as 
the caufe of his depth. r ., ,j 

The.earlicft intelligence of that event, was corn-, 
municated to Manuel, who efcaped w ith fpepd and 
fqcrecy from the palace of Boprl'a tq the Byzan- 
tine throne. Bajazet. alfe&ed a ..proucl in^iP/eruu^e 
at the lpfs of this valuable, pledge;- an(f whilst Jiq 
purfueti his conquclls ip Kurop^ and 
the emperor to druggie with, his Uiud equhp jQ^p; 
of Selybria, who, in eight years of civil, war* 
aflerted his right . of . primogqpit u£e<. . . r 
the amkjtjpn of the victorious fidtap , ppinte^ t» 
" the 
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C ^ AP; the conqueft 6f G orirtati t ltibple ■ but lie liftened 
to the advice of his .vizir, who reprefented> that 
fuch an enterprife might unite the powers of 
Chriftendom in a fecond and more formidable 
crufade. His epiftle to the emperor was con- 
ceived in thefe words: “ By the divine cle- 
“ mency, our invincible fcymetar has reduced 
“ to our obedience almoft all Alia, with many 
“ and large countries in Europe, excepting only 
“ the city of Conflantinople ; for beyond the 
<c walls thou haft nothing left. Refign that city ; 
“ ftipulate thy reward ; or tremble, for thyfelf 
** and thy unhappy people, at the confequences of 
“ a rafh refufal.” But his ambaffadors were in- 
flructed to foften their tone, and to propofe a 
treaty, which was fubferibed with fubmilfton and 
gratitude. A truce of ten years w'as pyrehafed 
by an annual tribute of thirty thoufand crowns of 
gold : the Greeks deplored the public toleration 
of the law of Mahomet, and Bajazet enjoyed the 
glory of eftablilhing a Turkilh cadhi, and found- 
ing a royal mofeh in the metropolis of the Eaftern 
church 67 . Yet this truce was foon violated b/ 
the reftlefs fultan : in the caufe of the prince ofj 
Selybria, the lawful emperor, an army of Otto- 
mans again threatened Conflantinople j and the: 
diftrefs of Manuel implored the protection of the 
king of France. His plaintive embaffy pbtained 
much pity and fome relief; and the. conduct of 
the fuccour was entrufted to the marfhal Bouci- 


: *7 Cantemir 
15 .) acknowledges 
Ducas ditTcffibkg the mulch 


ir, p. 5 c — 53 . Of the Greeks, Ducat alone (c. i^, 
edges the Turkilh cadhi at Conhantiiiople. Vet even 
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cault ® 3 , whofe religious chivalry was inflamed by c h ap. 
the defire of revenging his captivity on the infi- 
dels. He failed with four flups of war, from 
Aiguefmortes to the Hellefpont ; forced the paf- 
fage, which was guarded by feventeen Turkish 
gallies ; landed at Confiantinople a fupply of fix 
hundred men at arms and fixteen hundred archers } 
and reviewed them in the adjacent plain, without 
condefcending to number or array the multitude 
of Greeks. By his prefence, the blockade was 
raifed both by fea and land ; the flying fquadrons 
of Bajazet were driven to a more refpe&ful dif T 
tance ; and feveral caftles in Europe and Afia 
were flormed by the emperor and the marfhal, 
who fought with equal valour by each other’s 
fide. But the Ottomans foon returned with an 
encreafe of numbers ; and the intrepid Bouci- 
cault, after a year’s ftruggle, refolved to evacuate 
a country, which could no longer afford either 
pay or provifions for. his foldiers. The marfhal 
offered to conduct Manuel to the French court, 
where he might folicit in perfon a fupply of men 
and money ; and advifed in the mean while, that, 
to extinguifh all domeftic difeord, he fhould leave 
his blind competitor on the throne. The pro- 
pofal was embraced : the prince of Selybria was 
introduced to the capital ; and fuch was the public 
mifery, that the lot of the exile feemed more for- 
tunate than that of the fovereign. Inftead of 
applauding the fuccefs' of his vaflal, the Turkifh 

M Memoirs du bon Meflire Jean le Maiogre, dit Boucicau!t % 
dc France, partie i», c. jo—jj. * . , ; ^ , 
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C 'r.xiv P ' hdtan c ^ m ®^ the city as his own ; and on the"**' 
v — — refufai of the emperor John, Conflantinople was 
more clofely preffed by the calamities of war and 
famine. Again fl: fuch an enemy, prayers and 
refiftance were alike unavailing ; and the favage 
would have devoured his prey, if, in the fatal 
moment, he had not been overthrown by another 
favage Itronger than ' himfelf. By the victory of 
Timour or Tamerlane, the fall of Conflantinople 
was delayed about fifty years ; and this important, 
r , though accidental, fervice may juflly introduce 
the life and character of the Mogul conqueror. 
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